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Membership, Membership, Membership
Farm Bureau is a member-
ship driven organization, 
which means your member-
ship is what drives Farm 
Bureau.

Members like you want 
to see local businesses and 
rural communities prosper. 
You want to be heard when 

decisions that aff ect your farms, families and futures are made by 
elected offi  cials. Th is is why you join Farm Bureau!

Each year, county Farm Bureaus have 
goals to increase their membership. 
Congratulations to Dunn County Farm 
Bureau for reaching its membership 
goal for the year!

Sign a new member, get $20! You can 
get involved too. County Farm Bureau volunteers will receive $20 
for every new member who they sign between October 1, 2016, and 
September 30, 2017.

For membership year 2016-2017, volunteers are asked to help Farm 
Bureau grow it’s membership by pledging to sign two members by 
April 1, 2017 (2x4 campaign). Will you help by Building Farm 
Bureau … one member at a time?

For more information, please contact District 9 Coordinator Katie 
Mattison at kmattison@wfbf.com or 866.355.7349.

Just Around the Corner…
Ag Day at the Capitol – March 8, 2017

Ag Day at the Capitol will be held on Wednesday, March 8, 2017 in 
Madison. A bus from northwest Wisconsin is being planned again for 
2017. 

Th is is a great opportunity to make contact with your local 
representatives and network with other Farm Bureau members. 

Watch for more information to come soon. 

If you would like to reserve your spot early, contact District 9 Coordina-
tor Katie Mattison at kmattison@wfbf.com or 866.355.7349.

Wisconsin Ag Women’s Summit – March 10-11

Th e Wisconsin Ag Women’s Summit is a joint eff ort of Badgerland Financial, the
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation and UW-Extension.

It is our mission to support women in agriculture by providing a meeting place to 
learn, network and build friendships through peer-to-peer interaction. During the past 
six years, we’ve learned a lot and grown together, both personally and professionally. 
Join us for another top-notch program and event as we continue this journey, together. 

For more information, visit wiagwomenssummit.com. 

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Rural Mutual Agents in Dunn County:

- (715) 514-4477

(715) 235-0616 (715) 235-5656
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Find Your Name and Win

For Example: Name

Members, look for your name in the image shown below 
and win $10 to be put towards next year’s membership 
dues. All you have to do is read your newsletter, search for 
the image, and if your name appears, you have 30 days to 
contact Marv Prestrud at 715.418.1990 to let him know 
you have found your name.
Good Luck!

Dunn County Annual Meeting Held
Members of the Dunn County Farm Bureau held their annual 
meeting on September 27 at Dean and Sue’s Bar and Grill in
Menomonie.

Carrie Schaefer was presented with the Dunn County Farm Bureau 
Service to Agriculture Award in honor of the work that her late 
husband David did for agriculture and Dunn County Farm Bureau. 
David had great passion for farming and enjoyed educating the 
youth on many aspects of agriculture.

Attendees to the Dunn County Farm Bureau annual meeting also 
heard from members of the Dunn County 4-H dairy judging team 
including Brooke Brantner, Krista Styer, Ben Powers and Luke 
Powers. Th e team gave a presentation on their trip to Scotland to 
compete in the international dairy judging show.

Tony Christenson of Elk Mound and Dale Quilling of Menomonie 
were elected to the Dunn County Farm Bureau board of directors. 
Delegates elected to represent Dunn County at the WFBF Annual 
Meeting in December are: Carl Casper, Marv Prestrud, Brian
 Douglas, Dale Quilling and Kevin Gilbertson.

As a grassroots organization, it is Farm Bureau’s members on the 
county level who create and set the policy goals of the state’s leading 
farm organization. Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation is often 
asked to get involved in issues aff ecting production agriculture and 
rural Wisconsin in Madison and Washington, D.C.

During the meeting, members discussed a wide range of issues 
including transportation funding, rural broadband, animal welfare 
and environmental regulations. Th e following resolutions passed 

during the meeting and will be forwarded on for consideration to 
be presented to the delegates at the WFBF Annual Meeting:
1. We support adding wild parsnip to the nocuous weed list. 
2. We support increasing broadband access to all of Wisconsin. 
3.  We are in favor of being involved in the conversation as it relates 

to animal husbandry. 
4.  We believe that the current fence law should remain unchanged. 
5.  We see a need for regulation that recognizes the diff erences in 

farms, landscapes, soil types, etc.

For more information on the Dunn County Farm Bureau, please 
contact 877.457.8897 or visit wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/dunn.

The 2016-2017 Dunn County Farm Bureau board of directors pictured 

back row: (L-R) Tony Christopherson, Brian Douglas, Frank Retz, John 

Kovacik, Doug Clark, John Ausman, Dale Quilling and Carl Casper; front 

row: (L-R) Jerica Meyer, Mary Prestrud, Marv Prestrud, Darryl Kovacik and 

Kevin Gilbertson.

Dunn County Farm Bureau Board Member Carl Casper presented

Carrie Schaefer with the Dunn County Farm Bureau Service to Agricul-

ture Award in honor of her late husband David.

Krista Styer, Brook Brantner, Luke Powers and Ben Powers gave a

presentation on their trip to Scotland.

2   District Coordinator

District Director

Essay Topic

Meet New Board Members

3   Farm-City Day

     Discussion Meet

     Farmer Frolic 5K Run/Walk

     Board Contacts



Tony Christopherson has been a Dunn 
County Farm Bureau member for more than 
15 years. He operates a grain farm in Elk 
Mound with the help of his semi-retired par-
ents and one employee.

Tony raises corn and soybeans. One-half of his 
soybeans acres are non-GMO for food use.

In addition to his elected board position with 
Dunn County Farm Bureau, Tony serves as the 
president of Big Elk Creek Lutheran Church.

Why is it important to be a part of the agri-
culture industry?
People will always need to eat and it is an 
honor to be trusted to produce food for 
people.

Why did you become involved in Farm 
Bureau?
To promote and preserve agriculture for future 
generations.

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation Newsletter subscription of $3 is included in Farm Bureau dues.www.wfbf.com1.800.261.FARM

Meet New Dunn County Board Members

Dale Quilling has been a member of Dunn 
County Farm Bureau for more than 40 years 
and he is no stranger to the board. Dale has 
served on the board for many years and has 
been re-elected after a short hiatus.

He also serves on the administrative board and 
cemetery board at Salem Iron Creek United 
Methodist Church.

Dale operates a cash grain farm producing
kidney beans, food grade soybeans and corn.

Dale and his wife Cindy have two daughters, 
Brooke and Ashlee and three grandchildren.

Why is it important to be a part of the agri-
culture industry?
All human beings are aff ected in some way by 
the agriculture world.

Why did you become involved in Farm 
Bureau?
To support my occupation and agricultural 
causes.

Ag in the Classroom Program Announces Essay Topic and Book of the Year
Time for Cranberries is the 
2017 Book of the Year and 
“Tell us about cranberry pro-
duction in Wisconsin during 
one of the four seasons” is 
the topic for the annual essay 
contest. 

Th e essay contest is open to all 
fourth and fi fth grade students 
in public, private and home 
school programs. Students 
involved in 4-H, PALS and 

after school programs are also encouraged to participate. Essay 
submissions must be 100 to 300 words in length and will be 
judged on content, grammar, spelling and neatness. All contest 
rules, lesson plans and sample classroom activities are acces-
sible at wisagclassroom.org or by contacting Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau – Ag in the Classroom at 800.261.3276 or
aitc@wfbf.com.

Participating students and schools need to submit essays by 
April 1 to their county Farm Bureau essay coordinator. A list 
of coordinators is available at wisagclassroom.org. 

• Dunn County Ag in the Classroom Essay Coordinator – 
Kay Gilbertson

A state winner will be selected from nine district winners in 
May by the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation Promotion 
and Education Committee. Each district winner will receive 
a classroom presentation in May for their homeroom or class. 
Th e contest is sponsored by Insight FS, We Energies and the 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation. 

Last year, more than 3,000 students participated in the 
contest. In this year’s Book of the Year selection, Time for 
Cranberries, introduces young readers to cranberries – from 
the bog to the Th anksgiving table. Th e hardcover books come 
with an activity-lesson 
plan packet that teach-
ers, students and home 
school parents can use 
to enhance the reading 
experience. Book order 
forms can be found at 
www.wisagclassroom.org 
under Order Resources, 
Order Forms.

I’m sure you’ve heard the 
phrase ‘decisions are made 
by those who show up’ 
before. No one knows this 
better than active Farm 
Bureau members like you. 

In our high-tech, fast-
paced world, it may seem a 
little old fashioned but your 
county Farm Bureau annual 
meeting still stands for what 
is right about a grassroots 
organization.

It is those of you who show up that determines the directions 
of our 61 county Farm Bureaus, and the legislative priori-
ties that our state organization will work on in Madison and 
Washington, D.C. Th ere is no shortage of challenges and 
opportunities facing Wisconsin agriculture these days.

For more than 90 years, Farm Bureau members have got the 
job done by rolling up their sleeves, looking for solutions and 
staying positive. My challenge to you is that you get involved 
in our policy development process. 

Technology is great, but its power pales in comparison to 
what can happen when a group of passionate agriculturists 
get together to share a meal and talk issues. 

Th is year, items up for discussion  include: rural broadband, 
animal husbandry, Wisconsin’s fence law and atrazine and 
ATCP 30.

Farm Bureau is the best vehicle to ensure that your local, 
state and national concerns are heard. Th at’s why your Farm 
Bureau membership remains a tool to ensure agriculture’s 
future success.

Th ose of you who show up at Farm Bureau meetings are 
the ones who have played the largest role in making this an 
honorable organization. Rest assured that other committed 
individuals like you are striving to make it even better.

Th ank you for being a Farm Bureau member. Th ank you for 
continuing to make Wisconsin agriculture stronger. Th ank 
you for showing up.

Jim Holte

Dunn County crop and beef farmer
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation President

District Director Message

District Coordinator Message
Th ank you! Two simple words 
that do not get said enough. 

Th ank you for all that you do 
for Farm Bureau and agriculture 
in Wisconsin. I am grateful for 
each and every one of you; for 
all that you do for agriculture, 
your communities and for Farm 
Bureau. Th ank you for your 
passion for agriculture and your 

commitment to Farm Bureau. 

Th e future of agriculture looks great because of YOU! Farm 
Bureau is successful because of YOU! Th ank you for being 

a member of a 45,000+ 
member strong organiza-
tion. Your membership 
matters and helps make a 
diff erence in agriculture 
across Wisconsin and the 
USA. 

I thank you for being a 
Farm Bureau member. I 
thank you for your com-
mitment to your county and Wisconsin Farm Bureau. Th ank 
you for your time, your involvement and your dedication.

I am amazed by the accomplishments of our members and 

am very grateful to be a part of the Farm Bureau family. It 
is because of the hard work and dedication of all of you, our 
Farm Bureau members, that Farm Bureau is able to thrive and 
the future of agriculture looks so great. I am committed to 
working alongside you for many years to come to make Farm 
Bureau and Wisconsin agriculture amazing. 

If you have any questions or comments throughout the year, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. I would love to hear 
from you. 

Katie Mattison
District 9 Coordinator
kmattison@wfbf.com

Charles Humpal



Friends and neighbors came to 
Alfalawn Farm bright and early on 
September 10 for the second annual 
Farmer Frolic 5K Run/Walk. Th e 
weather couldn’t have been more 
perfect.

More than 45 individuals came out to 
run or walk and learn more about local food and Chippewa 
Valley agriculture on the farm.

After the run/walk, attendees took in Chippewa Valley Farm-
City Day and visited interactive booths to learn more about 
agriculture in the Chippewa Valley, walk or ride on a tractor-
driven wagon around a working dairy farm, sample local 
dairy products and much more.

For more information on the run, visit https://farmerfrolic5k.
shutterfl y.com or like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/farmerfrolic5k.
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There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Life Line (NEW)
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Polaris
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy

Dunn County Farm Bureau Contacts:

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/dunnDunn County Farm Bureau: 877.457.8897

Farmer Frolic 5K Run/Walk

Congratulations to the 2016 Farmer Frolic 5K winners.

District 9 Young Farmer and Agriculturist Discussion Meet Contestants Shine
Th e District 9 YFA Discussion Meet was held in conjunction with the 
District 9 Policy Development meeting on August 4 at the Stout Ale 
House in Menomonie. About 20 people attended with fi ve YFA members 
competing in the Discussion Meet.

District 9 had a great showing from across the district. Competitors 
were: Julie Wadzinski, Barron County; Isaac Christenson, Polk County; 
Nate Kringle, Sawyer County; Laura Benitz, Pierce County and Kirsten 
Konder, St. Croix County. Isaac Christenson, Laura Benitz and Kirsten 
Konder will be moving on to represent District 9 at the YFA Conference 
in the Wisconsin Dells on December 2-4.

Congratulations to the competitors on an awesome Discussion Meet! 

Welcome New Members: Sawyer
Chad Bartlett
Andy Evans
Larry Hoff 
Josh Link
Chris Michaels
Mike Miller
Patricia Miller
Tara Prochnow

Close to 3,000 Attend Chippewa Valley Farm-City Day 
More than 350 third and fourth grade students from area 
schools, and close to 3,000 general public and partners 
attended the two-day Farm-City Day in Menomonie on
September 9-10.

Th is educational event was hosted by the Styer family at 
Alfalawn Farm with the intent to bring the public ‘back to the 
farm’ and learn more about today’s modern agriculture and 
conservation practices.

Alfalawn Farm is a 2,250 cow dairy, with 3,200 crop acres in 
Dunn County. Alfalawn Farm is a fourth generation fam-
ily farm run by farmer brothers Randy, Dave and Dale Styer, 
their wives and children, who all pitch in to run the dairy.

“Our family has always been strong advocates of agriculture 
and education,” said Dave Styer.

Th e Styers open their farm up by hosting, touring and educat-
ing schools, general public, groups, partners and more, year-
round.

2016 marked the ninth annual Chippewa Valley Farm-City 

Day event. Each year Farm-City Day rotates the location of 
the event between Eau Claire, Chippewa and Dunn County 
to represent a variety of local farming operations in the
Chippewa Valley. Th e 2017 event will be hosted by Eau Claire 
County.

Feel free to visit www.farmcityday.com or the Facebook page  
for Chippewa Valley Farm-City Day to see previous events 
and pictures and learn more about upcoming events.

69th Alice in Dairyland Ann O’Leary taught 

students about Wisconsin agriculture.

Attendees were able to tour the farm via 

hay wagons.

An attraction on the hay wagon tour was a 

corn silage chopping demonstration.

Thank you to the Styer Family  owners of Alfalawn Farm for

hosting 2016 Chippewa Valley Farm City Day.


