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Register Now for Ag Day at the Capitol

Presented by:

Th ank You to Our Sponsors:

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Early Registration Deadline: January 22
Cost:  $25 per person by registration 

deadline.
$30 after deadline and at the door.

3:00 p.m.  Leave for Capitol Visits

11:00 a.m. Registration
11:30 a.m. Opening Program
11:45 a.m. Lunch
12:45 p.m. Legislative Brie  ng

Schedule of Events:

AG DAY AT THE CAPITOL
The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation invites you to attend

Monona Terrace Convention Center • Madison, WI
January 27, 2016

Raise Your Voice; Attend Ag 
Day at the Capitol
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, January 
27, and plan to attend Ag Day at the Capitol.

It’s important to raise our voices on issues 
that aff ect our farms. Take a few minutes to 
become familiar with an issue that is aff ect-
ing you and call your legislators. Inform them 
about how important agriculture is in Jeff er-
son County and share your views on issues.

Attendees will meet with legislators in room 
400 NE at the Capitol from 3 to 4 p.m.

Early registration deadline is January 22 at 
the cost of $25 per person, $30 after deadline 
and at the door. 

If you are interested, please contact Patti 
Roden at 262.689.1838 or proden@wfbf.com.

For information about crop hail insurance, 
contact your local Rural Mutual agent.

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Rural Mutual Agents in Jefferson County:

Linda Schopen, District Manager - (920) 723-5108

Chad Wiedenhoeft
(920) 563-9355
Tim Finger
(920) 945-0447

Tom Ames
(920) 262-9775
Tom Murphy
(920) 262-9775
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Farm Bureau Pride Shines at the 2015 WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference
Jeff erson County 
members were 
Farm Bureau Proud 
at the 96th WFBF 
Annual Meeting 
and YFA Confer-
ence and 81st Rural 
Mutual Insurance 
Annual Meeting. A 
total of 1,133 Farm 
Bureau members 
and guests enjoyed 
the weekend.

Th ose from Jef-
ferson County who 

attended included Steve and Dawn Jones, Lindsay Knoebel, Steve 
Knoebel, Bryce Krull, Kevin and Becky Mehringer, Eugene and 
Mary Mess, Randy Mitchell, John Morris, Will Morris and Jena 
Richards, Tony and Karen Schadt, Tyler Troiola, Nick Troiola and 
Roger and Laura Zimmerman.

Th e YFA Confer-
ence started on Fri-
day with 520 YFA 
members attend-
ing the banquet. 
Many infl uential 
YFA leaders spoke 
and welcomed 
members to the 
weekend. Each dis-
trict broke up into 
their district meet-

ings and then later enjoyed music by Rockstar Rodeo. Th e Fabulous 
Farm Babe, Pam Jahnke, joined them on stage!

Saturday during brunch the crowd heard from the Peterson Farm 
Brothers. Th e Peterson Farm Brothers are known for their music 
parodies promoting agriculture and telling their farm story. Th ree 

days after their fi rst 
video was posted 
in June of 2012, it 
received 500,000 
views and gave the 
brothers a trip to 
New York for an 
interview with Fox 
News. Th ey travel 
and perform around 
the world.

At the Saturday evening banquet Senator Ron Johnson presented 
members with an update on the issues in Washington. Entertain-
ment for the evening was Rick Wilcox Magic Show, who continues 
to amaze members’ year after year.

Th e Sunday guest speaker was Lowell Catlett. He has positive and 
upbeat predictions and said, “Th ere has never been a better time to 
be in agriculture.”

Th e Sunday workshops were 
educational with topics that 
included adapting to technol-
ogy, social media, business suc-
cession planning, writing your 
story and a panel discussion 
about county fair food stands.

At the Sunday evening ban-
quet they announced that the 
50/50 raffl  e raised $4,000 for 
the WFB Foundation. Also, 
Amanda Carlson graduated from the Institute Class.

Th e business session was held on Monday. Chief Administration 
Offi  cer Dale Beaty talked about how agriculture has evolved from 
the 1950s, the Collegiate Farm Bureau chapters, Leadership Insti-
tute program and he concluded by thanking the meeting sponsors 
for donating $30,000 towards the WFBF Annual Meeting.

Peter Pelizza, CEO of Rural Mutual Insurance, also spoke. His key 
points included a 6.5 percent premium growth, 95 percent reten-
tion, a new farm safety initiative and how they have raised money to 
donate 6,754 pounds of food to the food pantry.

At the district caucus, Dave Daniels was elected to another three-
year term representing District 1 on the WFBF Board of Directors.
Th e resolutions meeting started with a change in the bylaw with 
the Women’s Committee becoming the Promotion and Education 
Committee. Th e bylaw change passed unanimously. Th ere was some 
discussion on the transportation policies.

Th e weekend was a success and all attendees had a great time.

Jeff erson County YFA members: front (L-R) Becky 

Mehringer, Jena Richards and Lindsay Knoebel; 

back (L-R) Kevin Mehringer, Tyler Troiola, Nick 

Troiola and Will Morris.

First time attendees Kevin and Becky Mehringer 

were sponsored by Rural Mutual Insurance and 

had a great time at the YFA Conference.

Laura and Roger Zimmerman 

stopped for a photo with their 

daughter Lisa Leege.

Jeff erson County delegates posed for a photo. 

Pictured (L-R): John Morris, Eugene Mess, 

Steve Jones, Tony Schadt, Randy Mitchell, 

Roger Zimmerman, Steve Knoebel, Will Morris.

Jeff erson County’s trivia team placed tenth. Pictured (L-R) Dawn Jones, 

Mary Mess, Steve Jones, Jena Richards, Will Morris and Lindsay Knoebel.
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Th e seat for the committee member in District 1 is vacant. Th e person selected 
to represent District 1 will fulfi ll the term until December 2017 and then will 
be eligible for appointment to a three-year term. 

To be considered for appointment, prospective Promotion and Education 
Committee members should complete the application form and return it to 
WFBF by January 15, 2016.

Th ose on the committee are expected to attend the state committee meetings. 
Th ey also are responsible for promoting and working with county promotion 
and education committees in their area. Th ey should meet or visit with county 
leaders periodically to set up meetings and activities. Committee members also 
should meet with county Farm Bureau presidents and women’s committees in 
their district as needed to promote the promotion and education program and 
encourage participation. Committee members are encouraged to take an active 
role in the planning of district events.

For more information, visit wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/jeff erson.

Despite the cold and snowy weather, members of the 
Rock Lake Troopers 4-H Club were busy promoting 
butter at Sentry in Lake Mills on November 21. 

Shoppers were given a free pound of Land O’ Lakes 
butter with their purchase of butter. Th e 4-H mem-
bers put a dairy fact label on each free pound of but-

ter. Th ey also handed out holiday recipe brochures for 
the adult shoppers and dairy coloring books, tattoos, 
cow pencils and milk magnets for the children. 

Th e free butter was provided by the Jeff erson County 
Farm Bureau and the Wisconsin Milk Marketing 
Board.

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation Newsletter subscription of $3 is included in Farm Bureau dues.www.wfbf.com1.800.261.FARM

Butter Promotion Held at Sentry

Pictured (L-R) Trevor Messmer and Greta and Whitney 

Wiedenfeld.

Pictured (L-R) Tegan Guckenberger and Martha Laing.

Membership is Priority in Jeff erson County By Dan Poulson, Membership Chair

Th e strength of the county Farm Bureau or any other 
volunteer organization is its members.

Advocacy for agriculture is very important and over 
the years Farm Bureau has demonstrated that is can 
carry a strong ag voice to those who need to hear the 
message.

Farm Bureau membership is not expensive and it pays 
to belong. When we fi nd ourselves too busy to be 
involved, someone in our membership will fi nd the 
time and set up and help carry the message.

Jeff erson County is a strong agriculture county and 
will continue to be as long as we support and ask oth-
ers to join with us and be a united voice.

Th e membership year is open all year long, but our 
strong membership drive will be from January 1 to 
March 31.

If you are not a member and want to join, or if you 
know someone who ought to be a member, please 
contact one of the membership committee members 
and he or she will help you sign a new member.
Dan Poulson - 262.495.2439
Steve Jones - 262.949.9609
Lindsay Knoebel - 920.988.1428
Eugene Mess - 920.265.9871
Randy Mitchell - 414.899.4822

It’s great to belong to a growing organization!

Save the Dates: Jeff erson County Fair
It’s never too early to think sunshine and county fair food. Mark your calendars 
for the Jeff erson County Fair on July 6-10.

We are always looking for volunteers to help in the cream puff  stand. Th e 
money raised in the stand goes towards scholarships.

Seeking WFBF Promotion and Education
Committee Member

Students: Sharpen Your Pencils
Each year Ag in the Classroom off ers an 
essay contest for fourth and fi fth grade 
students in all public, private and home 
schools, including 4-H clubs, Farm 
Bureau families and other organizations.

Th e 2015-2016 topic is ‘Tell us about 
making maple syrup in Wisconsin’ and 
the 2016 Book of the year is Sugarbush 
Spring by Marsha Wilson Chall.

Essay submissions must be 100- to 300-
words in length and will be judged on 
content, grammar, spelling and neatness.
County contest entries are due: April 1.

For more information, please contact 
Patti Hurtgen at 612.616.5383 or 
phurtgen@hoards.com or visit the Wis-
consin Ag in the Classroom website at 
www.wisagclassroom.org.

Receive a Farm Bureau Proud Jacket
County Farm Bureau volunteers will receive $20 for every new voting or associ-
ate member they sign between October 1, 2015 and September 30, 2016. 
Qualifying new members must (a) have no previous Farm Bureau membership 
or (b) be more than 25 months past their due date.

Farm Bureau volunteers qualify as members of the Farm Bureau Proud Club by 
signing fi ve or more new Farm Bureau members during the membership year. 
Members of the 2016 Farm Bureau Proud Club and their spouse or guest will 
receive recognition at the 2016 WFBF Annual Meeting. Farm Bureau Proud 
Club members also receive a commemorative pin and a special gift in recogni-
tion of their eff orts.

Th e county Farm Bureau will receive $1,000 cash award if the county Farm 
Bureau reaches its new voting goal by the March 31 month-end cut-off . 

Volunteer membership workers that sign up fi ve or more new members by May 
5 will be awarded a Farm Bureau Proud jacket.

For membership applications or more information, please contact District 1 
coordinator Patti Roden at proden@wfbf.com or 262.689.1838.

District 1 Update
It was a great WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference 
at the Kalahari Resorts in Wisconsin Dells on December 4-7. 
More than 1,100 members attended the Saturday night Farm 
Bureau Extravaganza.

Th e highlight of the evening was Rick and Suzan Wilcox and 
their magic show. I still can’t fi gure out where those doves came 
from! Th is event is made possible because of a great partnership 
with Rural Mutual Insurance, FS Growmark, United Farm 
Credit, GreenStone Farm Credit and Badgerland Financial.

We honored our volunteer members who signed up new and 
past due members to keep our organization moving forward.

During the District 1 caucus, I was reelected to another three-year term on the Farm Bureau 
and Rural Mutual Insurance Board. I appreciate the support from the leadership of the eight 

counties in the southeast corner of Wisconsin.

We also chose young members who participated in the Discussion Meet, Achievement Award, 
and Excellence in Agriculture competitions. In January, these individuals will represent Wis-
consin at the American Farm Bureau Annual Meeting in Orlando, FL. As we start a new year, 
we will have many members traveling to Orlando to see how we can aff ect national issues for 
our members.

Near the end of January we will have Ag Day at the Capitol. Th is will be our time to meet with 
our state legislators to discuss matters that aff ect us the most on our farms. Since it is early in 
the year, it could be cold and blustery although it seems that the El Nino weather pattern may 
alter those cold temperatures. It is a slower time on the farm so make the best of it and take in 
some Farm Bureau action.

Dave Daniels
WFBF District 1 Director



President, Randy Mitchell

Vice President, Tony Schadt

Secretary-Treasurer, Melissa Gross

Women’s Chair, Mary Mess
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Director, Steve Jones

Director, Steve Knoebel

Director, Suzanne Marx

Director, Carrie Mess

Director, Eugene Mess

Director, John Morris

Director, Howard Poulson

Director, Adam Walter

Director, Roger Zimmerman
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920.988.4516

920.390.0657
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866.355.7341

262.878.5035

920.723.5108

There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Stroke Detection Plus
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar (NEW)
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Polaris
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/jeff ersonJeff erson County Farm Bureau: 877.432.9480

Jeff erson County Farm Bureau Contacts:

Make sure to ‘like’ the Jeff erson 
County Facebook page!

Money Raised for Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation
Th ank you to Jeff erson County Farm Bureau 
board for donating items to the silent auction 
at the WFBF Annual Meeting.

Funds raised at the silent auction support the 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation pro-
grams.

Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation was 
established in 1988 and is invested in the 
future of agriculture. Th e mission of the Foun-

dation is to “Support agricultural education 
and develop agricultural leaders.”

Th e Foundation projects include: Ag in the 
Classroom, YFA program, collegiate Farm 
Bureau chapters, leadership Institute, the Pro-
motion and Education Committee, FFA Farm 
Forum, 4-H Key Awards and many more.

For more information, visit wfbf.com/about-
wfbf/foundation. 2016 Plat Books Available

Plat books have arrived. Please 
contact Tony Schadt if you are 
interested in getting a new 2016 
Plat Book for Jeff erson County.

Th e cost to Farm Bureau members 
is $15, nonmembers is $30.

Tony Schadt 
414.573.5382
schadtak@jefnet.com

Dairy Promotion Award Recipient
Th e Jeff erson County Farm Bureau received a $750 award 
for Retail (in-store) Promotions from the Wisconsin Milk 
Marketing Board.

Th e Super Bowl Dairy Promotion held at Festival Foods in 
Fort Atkinson on January 31, 2015, was selected for a mon-
etary award.

Counties throughout the state are encouraged to submit 
award applications for their best dairy promotion event. Th ey 
are then judged by the Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board staff  
and awards are presented to the winning counties at the dairy 
leader group meetings.

Win a Two-Night Stay at Kalahari Resorts during the WFBF Annual Meeting
If Jeff erson County Farm Bureau achieves it’s membership goal 
of 40 new members before March 31, the Ag in the Class-
room and YFA committees will receive $500. If the goal is not 
achieved by March 31 and is achieved by September 30, each 
committee will receive $300.

Additionally, the Farm Bureau membership volunteer (exclud-
ing board members and Rural Mutual Insurance agents) who 

signs the most new members before March 31 will get a two- 
night stay at the WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference 
in December 2016 for the membership volunteer and a guest.

We hope that you will help Jeff erson County have a successful 
membership year!

Scholarships Applications Due
Scholarships are 
available to graduat-
ing seniors attending 
a four-year college or 
short course.

You can fi nd the 
application at your 
guidance offi  ce or 
from wfbf.com/
countyfarmbureaus/
jeff erson.

Applications are due to Mary Mess by April 1.

Got a cool photo to share? Email your photos to Patti Roden 
at proden@wfbf.com to see them in newsletters or on the Jef-
ferson County Farm Bureau Facebook page.
Photo credit: Trip Downing.

Wisconsin Ag Women’s Summit Registration Open
Save the date and plan to attend the Wiscon-
sin Ag Women’s Summit on March 4-5 at 
the Madison Marriott West in Middleton.

Th e summit will kick off  with the announce-
ment of the 2016 AgVocate of the Year.

Numerous breakout sessions will engage 
women of all ages. Friday evening entertain-
ment will be a casino night.

Th e closing keynote speaker will be Jerry 
Apps and he will present the importance of 
writing your own story.

Registration is open. Sign-up and book your 
hotel before February 3 for the early bird 
price, fi nal date to register is February 26.

For more information, visit
wiagwomenssummit.com.

Submit Your PhotosDistrict YFA Calendar
January 30  Admirals Game and Parmalee 

Concert (registration form online)

March 19  Spring Fling at Circle B – band is FM 
Rodeo and will begin at 8 p.m.

TBD  Brewers Game 

TBD  Discussion Meet

For more details on upcoming YFA events ‘Like’ Jeff erson 
County Farm Bureau and YFA on Facebook and visit the 
website: wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/jeff erson. 


