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Save the Date -YFA Spring Fling
Date: Saturday, March 19
Time: Band starts at 8 p.m.
Location: Circle B, 6261 Wisconsin 60 Trunk, Cedarburg
Tickets: $10 at the door, $8 in 
advance
Band: FM Rodeo

On January 27, District 1 Director Dave Daniels 
attended Ag Day at the Capitol and was briefed on 
hot topics in agriculture and spoke with legislators.

Some of the hot topics included: high capacity wells, 
the UW Extension budget cuts, Wisconsin pollina-
tor protection plan, ag chemical cleanup program, 
manure piping, fall harvest weight exemption and the 
state transportation fund.

Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection Secretary Ben Brancel addressed the group. 
He stressed the importance of inviting legislators to 
your farm so that you can show them how important agriculture is to you and your 
family.

Attending Ag Day at the Capitol is a great way to be a lobbyist for a day. It’s important 
to share your story with legislators by using personal examples.

Daniels Attends Ag Day at the CapitolMoney Raised for Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation
Th ank you to Kenosha County Farm 
Bureau for donating an American 
Girl doll to the silent auction at 
the WFBF Annual Meeting. Funds 
raised at the silent auction support 
the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Founda-
tion programs.

Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau Founda-
tion was established in 1988 and is 
invested in the future of agriculture. 
Th e mission of the Foundation is to 
‘Support agricultural education and 

develop agricultural leaders.’

Th e Foundation’s projects include 
Ag in the Classroom, YFA program, 
collegiate Farm Bureau chapters, 
leadership Institute, the Promotion 
and Education Committee, FFA 
Farm Forum, 4-H Key Awards and 
many more.

If you are interested in donating to 
the future of agriculture, please visit 
wfbf.com/aboutwfbf/foundation.

In December, District 1 YFA chairs gath-

ered to plan the year’s events: (L-R) Dave 

Daniels (District 1 Director), Scott Davel 

(Racine YFA chair), Lindsay Knoebel (Jeff er-

son YFA chair), Dan Kirchner (Kenosha YFA 

chair), Patti Roden (District 1 Coordinator), 

Ryan Brueggemann (Waukesha YFA chair), 

Peter Muth (District 1 and Washington 

County YFA chair).

YFA Members - Get Ready for  a Great Year

For information about crop hail insurance, 
contact your local Rural Mutual agent.

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Rural Mutual Agents in Kenosha County:

Nathan Leonardelli
(262) 654-0427

Michael Leonardelli
(262) 654-0427

Linda Schopen, District Manager 
(920) 723-5108

Tim Cox
(262) 764-9373



George Mroch was elected to serve as the Promotion and Educa-
tion representative for District 1. Th e Promotion and Education 
program is a dynamic group of Farm Bureau leaders who develop, 
implement and promote projects and programs that build awareness 
and understanding of agriculture and provide leadership develop-
ment for the agricultural community.

Th e Promotion and Education Committee is a group of nine lead-
ers who represent the nine Wisconsin Farm Bureau districts.  Th e 
chair of the WFBF Committee sits on the Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Board of Directors as the program’s representative.

George is a retired electronics techni-
cian from Burlington. Mroch and 
his wife Connie have one son, one 
daughter and six grandchildren.

He is a director on the Walworth 
County Farm Bureau board and 
serves as Ag in the Classroom coordi-
nator. He also serves as a director on 
the Walworth County Fair Board.
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Kenosha County members 
were Farm Bureau Proud 
at the 96th WFBF Annual 
Meeting and YFA Confer-
ence and 81st Rural Mutual 
Insurance Annual Meet-
ing. A total of 1,133 Farm 
Bureau members and guests 
enjoyed the weekend.

Th ose from Kenosha 
County who attended the 
WFBF Annual Meeting and 
YFA Conference included 

Dave and Kim Daniels, Dan Kirchner, Wilfred and Connie Meier, 
Kevin and Kim Muhlenbeck and Betty Muhlenbeck.

Th e YFA Conference started on Friday with 520 YFA members 
attending the evening banquet. Many infl uential YFA leaders spoke 
and welcomed us to the eventful weekend ahead. Each district 
broke up into their district meetings, then we joined back for some 
entertainment by Rockstar Rodeo. Th e Fabulous Farm Babe Pam 
Jahnke even joined them on stage!

Saturday morning during brunch attendees listened to YouTube 
advocates, the Peterson Farm Brothers. Th e Peterson Farm Broth-
ers are known around the globe for their music parodies promoting 
agriculture and telling their farming story. Th ree days after their 
fi rst video was posted in June of 2012, it received 500,000 views 
and gave the brothers a trip to New York for an interview with Fox 
News. Now, they travel and perform around the world.

During the Saturday evening banquet, Senator Ron Johnson 
updated members on the issues happening in Washington. After 
dinner, members enjoyed the Rick Wilcox Magic Show, which con-
tinues to amaze members year-after-year. 

Th e Sunday keynote speaker was Lowell Catlett, regents professor in 
agricultural economics and dean at the New Mexico State Univer-
sity. He has positive and upbeat predictions and said, “Th ere has 

never been a better time 
to be in agriculture.”

Th e Sunday afternoon 
workshops were educa-
tional with a wide range 
of topics that included 
adapting to technology, 
social media, business 
succession planning, writ-
ing your story and a panel 
discussion about county 
fair food stands.

During the Sunday evening banquet, they announced that the 
50/50 raffl  e raised $4,000 for the WFB Foundation.

Th e business session was held on Monday. Chief Administration 
Offi  cer Dale Beaty spoke about how agriculture has evolved from 
the 1950s until today. He also talked about the collegiate Farm 
Bureau chapters, leadership Institute program and concluded by 
thanking the meeting sponsors for donating $30,000 towards the 
WFBF Annual Meeting.

Peter Pelizza, Rural Mutual Insurance CEO, also spoke. His key 
points included a 6.5 percent premium growth, 95 percent reten-
tion, a new farm safety initiative and about the money raised to 
donate 6,754 pounds of food to the food pantry.

During the district caucus, Dave Daniels was elected to another 
three-year term representing District 1 on the WFBF Board of 
Directors. 

Th e resolutions meeting started with a bylaw change to change the 
Women’s Committee to the Promotion and Education Committee. 
Th e bylaw change passed unanimously. Th ere was a lot of discussion 
on the transportation policies. 

Th e weekend was a success and all attendees had a great time! 

Kenosha County Members Are Farm Bureau Proud 

Dan Kirchner attended the YFA Confer-

ence and enjoyed meeting other young 

farmers and agriculturists throughout 

the state.

Delegates to the WFBF Annual Meeting 

included: (L-R) Wilfred Meier, Kevin

Muhlenbeck and Betty Muhlenbeck.
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National Ag Day is designed 
to recognize and celebrate the 
abundance provided by agricul-
ture. Here are a few ways you can 
engage with consumers:

• #WIAgProud Campaign:
   Download the #WIAgProud
   sign, print it and take photos
   or video of you doing some

   thing related to agriculture. Use the hashtag
   #WIAgProud when you post your photo or video on
    social media.
•  Facebook posts on Farm and County Farm Bureau 

pages: Download one of the infographics or create 
your own. Share why you are proud to be involved in 
agriculture.

•  Coloring Contest: Th e Ag in the Classroom program 
has a coloring page available for counties to host a 
local contest for children ages 12 and under. Th e pic-
ture can be downloaded from the website. It doesn't 
have to be a contest; it can just be an activity that you 
do to help promote agriculture. Share the coloring 
page with local schools or leave them at the grocery 
store.

•  Newspaper Ads: Many consumers still read newspa-
pers. We have provided some ads that you can use in 
your local paper, they have a basic message.

•  News Releases: Use one of the releases and add in your 

local information.
•  Radio Ads: When is the last time you listened to the 

radio? Farm Bureau has a radio ad that you could use 
on your local radio station.

• Blogs: Focus on the consumer and share our blogs or
   write your own.

National Ag Day Toolbox: wfbf.com/programsevents/
nationalagday; additional Resources: www.agday.com.

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation Newsletter subscription of $3 is included in Farm Bureau dues.www.wfbf.com1.800.261.FARM

2016 Kenosha County Dairy Breakfast Scheduled
Please mark your calendar for 
the Kenosha County Dairy 
Breakfast from 6:30 to 10:30 
a.m. on Saturday, June 18, at 
Crane Dairy LLC, 29320 31st 
Street in Burlington. Direc-
tions: from I-94, Highway 
50 West, County Road B 
North; from I-43, Highway 
12 East, Highway 50 East, 
County Road B North.

Th is annual event is fun for 
the whole family! Join us for 
a morning on the farm that 
includes: a big farm breakfast, 
milking demonstrations, a Wisconsin products 
tent, Agriculture in Action tent, children’s games, 
farm toys for sale, farm machinery and much 
more!

Th e breakfast will include 
scrambled eggs with ham and 
cheese, pancakes, fresh bread 
and butter, yogurt, muffi  n, 
milk, juice, and ice cream. 
Cost: $6 for adults, children 
six and younger are free.
In the event of rain, park-
ing will be available with a 
shuttle from the following 
locations: Wheatland Center 
Grade School, Westosha 
Central High School and 
Brighton Grade School.

For more information, 
please contact Rachael Crane from the Kenosha 
County Dairy Promotion Team at 262.206.8149 
or rnrcrane@yahoo.com.

It was a great YFA Conference 
and WFBF Annual Meet-
ing at the Kalahari Resorts in 
Wisconsin Dells in December. 
More than 1,100 members 
attended the Farm Bureau 
Extravaganza on Saturday 
night. Th e highlight of the 
evening was Rick Wilcox and 
his magic show. I still can’t 
fi gure out where those doves 
came from!

Th e event was made possible 
because of a great partnership with Rural Mutual Insurance, FS 

Growmark, United Farm Credit, GreenStone Farm Credit and 
Badgerland Financial.

At the Producer Club luncheon, we honored our volunteer 
members who signed new and past-due members to keep our 
organization moving forward.

During the District 1 caucus, I was re-elected to another three-
year term as director on the Farm Bureau and Rural Mutual 
Insurance Boards. I appreciate the support from the leadership 
of the eight counties in the southeast corner of the state.

We also chose some young members who competed in the 
Discussion Meet, Achievement Award, and Excellence in Agri-
culture competition and represented Wisconsin in Orlando, 

Florida, during the 97th American Farm Bureau Annual Con-
vention in January. Many members traveled to Orlando to see 
how we aff ect national issues.

At the end of January, we attended Ag Day at the Capitol. Th is 
is a great opportunity to talk to state legislators about issues 
that aff ect us on our farms. Since it was earlier this year, it was 
cold but the sun was shining. It seems like the El Nino weather 
pattern aff ected the cold temperatures.

It is a slower time on the farm so make the best of it and take 
in some Farm Bureau action.

Dave Daniels
WFBF District 1 Director

From the Desk of Dave Daniels

Be Awarded a ‘Farm Bureau Proud’ Jacket
Volunteer membership workers who sign 
up fi ve or more new members by May 5 
will be awarded a ‘Farm Bureau Proud’ 
jacket that will be presented at the county 
annual meeting.

County Farm Bureau volunteers also will 
receive $20 for every new voting or associ-
ate member that they sign between Octo-
ber 1, 2015 and September 30, 2016. 
Qualifying new members must (a) have 
no previous Farm Bureau membership or 
(b) be more than 25 months past their due 
date.

Farm Bureau volunteers qualify as members 
of the Farm Bureau Proud Club by signing 
fi ve or more new Farm Bureau members 
during the membership year. Members of 
the 2016 Farm Bureau Proud Club and 

their spouse or 
guest will receive 
exclusive rec-
ognition at the 
December, 2016 
WFBF Annual 
Meeting. Farm Bureau Proud Club mem-
bers also receive a commemorative pin and 
a special gift in recognition of their eff orts.

County Farm Bureau will receive $1,000 
cash award if the county Farm Bureau 
reaches its new voting goal by the March 
31 month-end cut-off .

For membership applications or more infor-
mation, please contact District 1 Coordi-
nator Patti Roden at proden@wfbf.com or 
262.689.1838.

Plan for National Ag Day on March 15



Each year Wisconsin Ag in the 
Classroom off ers an essay con-
test for fourth and fi fth grade 
students in public, private and 
home schools, including 4-H 
clubs, Farm Bureau families 
and other organizations.

Th e 2015-2016 topic is ‘Tell 
us about producing maple 
syrup in Wisconsin.’ Kenosha 
County contest entries are due 
by April 1.

For more information, please contact Scott Th ompson at 
262.237.4777 or tsfthompson@gmail.com or visit
www.wisagclassroom.org.

Women from Kenosha County plan 
to attend the Wisconsin Ag Women’s 
Summit on March 4-5 at the Madi-
son Marriott West in Middleton.

Numerous breakout sessions will 
engage women of all ages. Friday 
evening entertainment will be a 
casino night and the closing keynote speaker will be Jerry 
Apps on the importance of writing your own story.

Final date to register is February 26. For more information, 
please visit wiagwomenssummit.com.

President, Kevin Muhlenbeck

Vice President, Scott Thompson

Secretary-Treasurer, Daniel Kevek

Women’s Chair, Connie Meier

YFA Chair, Dan Kirchner

Director, Wilfred Meier

Kenosha County Farm Bureau  

District 1 Coordinator, Patti Roden 

WFBF Board Director, Dave Daniels 

RMIC District Manager, Linda Schopen

262.859.1824

262.237.4777

262.308.6058

262.857.7202

262.818.2795

262.857.7202

877.432.9489

866.355.7341

262.878.5035

262.522.8620

There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Stroke Detection Plus
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar (NEW)
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Polaris
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy

Kenosha County Farm Bureau: 877.432.9489 wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/kenosha

Kenosha County Farm Bureau Contacts:

Sharpen Your Pencils

Register Now!  Ag Women’s Summit

Scholarship Applications Are Due!
Kenosha County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
applications are now available. Two scholar-
ships will be available to worthy applicants 
who enroll in any fi eld of study. You could be 
eligible for a $200 scholarship for a techni-
cal college, $300 for UW-Madison Farm and 
Short Course or $500 for a four-year univer-
sity or college scholarship.

Th e deadline for the applications is May 13. Scholarships are 
available from high school guidance offi  ces or the Kenosha 
County Farm Bureau website at wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/
kenosha. You or your family must be a Farm Bureau member 
in order to be eligible to apply.

Kenosha County Dairy Promotion
Scholarship applications are open to stu-
dents who are Kenosha County residents. 
Th e scholarship up to $1,000 is awarded to 
a high school senior or anyone interested in 
enrolling or already enrolled in one of the fol-
lowing: any four-year or two-year university 
or college and UW-Madison Farm and Short 
Course Program wishing to pursue a degree 

or certifi cate in the agriculture fi eld. Th e deadline for applica-
tions is May 20. Scholarships are available at all high school 
guidance offi  ces.

For more information, please contact Heather Richter at 
760.898.0641 or hdaniels413@yahoo.com.

Author Jerry Apps to Speak at Union 
Grove Graham Library
Popular rural 
author Jerry Apps 
will be at the 
Union Grove Gra-
ham Library at 6 
p.m. on Tuesday, 
April 19.

He will discuss 
his latest book, 
Wisconsin 
Agriculture. Apps also is scheduled to give the keynote closing 
speech at the Wisconsin Ag Women's Summit in March.

r 

For more details on upcoming YFA events “Like” Kenosha 
County Farm Bureau and YFA on Facebook, and visit the 
website wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/kenosha. 

Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Foundation is off ering matching 
grants of up to $500 for groups 
sponsoring programs or projects 
that promote agricultural literacy.

Grants will be awarded for 
amounts up to $500 to applicants that secure or provide equal 
matching funds for the proposed project. Grants may be 
awarded for less than the full amount requested, based upon 
discretion of the judges and the funds available. Th e budget 
section of this application provides space for detailing the 
amount requested and how it will be used.

Grant Selection Criteria
A judging committee will review all funding requests that are 
properly completed and postmarked by the April 1 deadline. 
Completed applications must be typed or computer-generated, 
using a font size no smaller than 10-point.

Th e application may be reproduced using word-processing 
software only if line or page spacing is not altered. Please sub-
mit fi ve copies of the application (the original can be signed 
and then four copies made from it). An editable form of this 
application is available at wisagclassroom.org.

Th e proposed project must be targeted to grades preK-12 and 
should enhance student knowledge of the contribution made 
by agriculture.

Projects that use funds toward an ongoing, sustainable educa-
tion eff ort will receive preference over those that involve a ‘one-
time’ program. Proposed projects or events designed to reach 
large groups of students will be given preference, as will those 

that involve innovative approaches to promoting agricultural 
literacy. Continuing, annual or on-going projects should show 
plans for improvement, expansion of program or other changes 
the grant will help achieve.

Each funding request must include the following:

• Goals and objectives of project – 20 percent.
•  Description of proposed project and how it enhances student 

awareness of agriculture – 40 percent.
• Itemized budget summary – 20 percent.
• Project timetable – 5 percent.
•  Methods to be used to measure the success of the project –5 

percent.
•  Listing of local groups, individuals or other partnering orga-

nizations involved in the proposed project – 10% percent.
•  100-word summary of the project for press releases and pro-

motional purposes.
•  Signature of applicant and matching group representative 

(required).

Application Information
Complete the attached form and return postmarked by April 
1 to: Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation, Agriculture in the 
Classroom, P.O. Box 5550, Madison, WI 53705.

Winning applicants will be notifi ed by early May. All projects 
that receive funding must be completed by May 31, 2017. A 
fi nal report of the project and how funds were used must be 
submitted to Ag in the Classroom by June 30, 2017.

For more information, please contact the Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau Foundation at 608.836.5575 or visit
wisagclassroom.org.

Ag in the Classroom Program Off ers Matching Grants 


