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Join us for Ag Day at the Capitol. Ag Day at the Capitol is your oppor-

tunity to meet with your state representatives to discuss issues that 

concern you. Your representatives want and need to hear your personal 

stories. This year’s event will be March 8 at the Monona Terrace

Conference Center in Madison. Join other Farm Bureau members and 

voice your opinions that only you can tell.
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AG DAY AT THE CAPITOL
Wednesday, March 8 •  Monona Terrace Convention Center, 

1 John Nolen Drive, Madison

3:00 p.m.   Capitol Visits

11:00 a.m. Registration
11:30 a.m. Opening Program
11:45 a.m. Lunch
12:45 p.m. Legislative Brie  ng

Schedule of Events:

The Oconto County Farm Bureau will cover your 

cost to attend this one-day event. If you would 

like to attend, please contact Russ Brock at 

920.842.2257.

Oconto County Farm Bureau members 
David and Mary Vander Velden earned the 
honor of supplying last year’s White House 
Christmas tree by winning the National 
Christmas Tree Association’s annual competi-
tion for the best tree.

More than 200 children and adults joined 
the Vander Veldens last November to wit-
ness them cutting down the tree destined for 
Washington, D.C., and the White House and 
congratulate them on their special
achievement.

Congratulations to Whispering Pines Tree Farm

Christmas tree grower David Vander Velden 

and Alice in Dairyland Ann O’Leary posed with 

the 2016 White House Christmas Tree.

Whispering Pines owner Dave Vander Velden 

(left) shared the stage with Alice in Dairyland 

Ann O’Leary and Wisconsin Department of 

Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 

Secretary Ben Brancel telling the crowd how 

Wisconsin agriculture benefi ts them.

After the ceremonies, Whispering Pines Christ-

mas Tree Farm treated everyone to hot cocoa in 

the gift shop’s warm up room.

Promotion and Education Committee Report By Kayla Steff el

May is National Beef Month and I’m looking for ideas for how to promote it. I 
need ideas and helpers.

Please contact me at kayla.steff el10@gmail.com or 920.373.026.

RURAL MUTUAL AGENTS IN OCONTO COUNTY

Casey Boye
(920) 835-2161

Melvin Gross
(920) 855-6960

Tom Gustafson - District Manager 
(920) 420-1106



Congratulations to Kristi Fiedler, a Shawano 
County Farm Bureau YFA member, as she was 
selected winner of the 2016 Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau Federation Young Farmer and Agricul-
turalist Discussion Meet at the WFBF Annual 
Meeting in Wisconsin Dells on December 2-5.

Th e Discussion Meet consists of a discussion 
panel where Farm Bureau members between 
the ages of 18-35 are judged on their ability to 
express their ideas and opinions to reach a solu-
tion on current agricultural issues.

Kristi was awarded a chain saw from Midwest 

Stihl and a free fi nancial plan provided by Rural 
Mutual Insurance.

Kristi represented Wisconsin in the national 
Discussion Meet at the American Farm Bureau 
Federation’s 98th Annual Convention on January 
6-9 in Phoenix, Arizona. She also qualifi es for 
the YFA trip to Washington, D.C., in 2018, will 
be a guest of the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federa-
tion at next year’s YFA Conference and will be a 
special guest at the annual meeting of GROW-
MARK, Inc., in Chicago in August 2017.
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Tradition: WFBF Annual Meeting Report By Russ Brock 

Saturday morning, December 3, 
2016, I found myself on my annual 
trip to the WFBF Annual Meeting in 
Wisconsin Dells. It did feel strange, 
however, as Barbara wasn’t with me as 
she has not been well and didn‘t feel 
she could or wanted to make the trip. 
She knows it’s always dangerous to let 
me out alone for a few days, so she 
doesn’t take it lightly. She is quite sure 
that I won’t know how to handle the 
freedom and I suppose she is right in 
this case.

Th is was the 97th WFBF Annual Meet-
ing after another successful year, 840 
new members were signed, for a total of 46, 149 members, kind of 
amazing as farm numbers are going down. It’s one more indication 
that it pays to be a member of Farm Bureau. We had 650 delegates 
at the meeting plus 490 young farmers and agriculturists, another 
amazing and positive sign that Farm Bureau is moving ahead. Us 
old guys, myself included, sometimes think that there are not any 
young farming people around, they certainly add a lot of enthusi-
asm to the meeting.

We now have a new director in District 7. Wayne Staidl from 
Marinette County decided it was time to step aside after 17 years of 
faithfully representing us. Adam Kuczer from Shawano County was 
elected to the board for District 7. I am positive he will do an excel-
lent job for us. It is quite a commitment of time.

I had my usual good time visiting with old friends. It seems every-
one had wonderful crops this year and of course the only complaint 
was low prices. I had a nice visit with WFBF President Jim Holte 
and the Chief Executive Offi  cer of Rural Mutual Insurance Peter 
Pelizza.

On that note, Peter told us that Rural 
Mutual Insurance will be returning 
a dividend to Rural farm insurance 
policies, I was quick to inform him 
that I thought that was the best 
speech he’d ever given.

I had a long discussion with former 
WFBF President Bill Bruins. He is 
our farm representative on the Wis-
consin DNR Board. We need to be 
thankful that we have people like Bill 
who will take the time to participate 
on our public boards. He is a great 
advocate for us. In case you think 
that the pay is great, I know that 

when I served on the Land and Water Board it was $25 a day.

Th e WFBF policy session was a very active session. Th is is the part 
of the meeting where the grassroots of Farm Bureau have their say 
and control the legislative policy of Wisconsin Farm Bureau. Th e 
policies remained pretty much the same as previous years except for 
a little tweaking here and there. When I say a little, I am talking 
about two hours of debate by delegates. Needless to say, I had to 
express my opinion as your representative a number of times.

Th ank you for the opportunity and I encourage each of you to 
become active in Farm Bureau. We need some board members in 
order to continue Oconto County Farm Bureau. Hey, this is your 
voice, make you opinions known.

When I got back home, I told Barb she need not have worried, that 
even though she wasn’t there to protect me, women avoided me. 
Surprise, surprise.

Shawano’s Kristi Fiedler Wins Discussion Meet

WFBF President Jim Holte, Kevin 

Malchine from Growmark and Peter 

Pelizza from Rural Mutual Insurance 

presented Kristi Fiedler with a Stihl 

chain saw and other prizes.
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Rus Brock addressed an issue to the delegates at the WFBF 

Annual Meeting.



During the WFBF Annual Meeting in Decem-
ber, District 7 Board of Director Wayne Staidl 
announced his retirement. He represented Dis-
trict 7 for the last 17 years. Wayne and his son 
Ryan own and operate a crop and beef farm 
near Peshtigo in Marinette County. Th ey own 
multiple parcels and rent additional acres and 
grow corn, soybeans, hay and wheat.

Wayne and his wife Mary have three chil-
dren and six grandchildren. Mary worked at 

the Rural Mutual Insurance Company offi  ce 
in Pound for many years. Th e couple started 
farming with his parents the same year he 
earned a degree in farm management from 
UW-River Falls and that they were married.

As a young member, he participated in Farm 
Bureau’s Achievement Award, served as the sec-
retary and treasurer of the Marinette County 
Farm Bureau and coordinated fruit sale fun-
draisers. He later served on the state Dairy 
Committee.

Wayne served on the Wisconsin Cattle-
men’s Association and as the co-chair of Farm 
Bureau’s special state transportation task force 
looking at ag transportation issues. Also inter-
ested in local government, he has served four 
terms as chair of the Town of Grover in
Marinette County. 

Wayne continues to be active in the Marinette 
County Farm Bureau, serving as vice president 
and membership chair.
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President’s Report 
Happy new year! It is hard to believe it is 2017 already. A lot 
is going on as usual.

In northeast Wisconsin, last year’s harvest was one of the best 
I have ever seen. People were actually tired of making hay. A 
very nice position to be in. Now that the whole state is an ice 
sheet, I guess we can thank our lucky stars it was that way. If 
we have a poor forage year in 2017, that should be good for 
milk prices. With BGH on the way out I guess it will be good 

for milk prices but bad for cull cow prices. It will be interest-
ing to track it.

Th en we have the new administration. In the short term, we 
are headed for trade wars, trading partners suing the U.S. for 
breaking trade rules and citizens milking cows on large dairies 
and picking tomatoes and strawberries. Th ere will be protests 
for most of the new president’s four-year term. A confronta-
tional president will provide a fertile climate for protests on 

nearly everything he does. As long as he throttles the banks so 
they don’t take down the country again. Anyway the late night 
talk shows will have a fertile basis for their monologues.

Happy New Year?

Dennis Jahnke
Oconto County Farm Bureau President

National Ag Day Reading Event By Kayla Steff el

I need volunteers to help me with this event. 
Contact me at 920.373.0261 or
kayla.steff el10@gmail.com.

Celebrate National Ag Day on Tuesday, 
March 21, by joining farmers, volunteers, 
teachers, FFA and 4-H members, college 
students, agri-business employees and others 
by reading books about agriculture to stu-
dents, home school families, nursing home 
residents, day cares and others.

What is 
National 
Ag Day? 
A day to 
recognize 
and cel-
ebrate the 
abundance 
provided by 
agriculture. 
Each year, 
producers, 
agricultural 
asso-
ciations, 
corpora-

tions, universities, government agencies and 
others across America join to recognize the 
contributions of agriculture. National Ag 
Day is during National Ag Week, which is 
March 19-25.

Who can participate? Anyone who has an 
interest in agriculture, enjoys reading, work-
ing with youth and has time on Tuesday, 
March 21, to read, visit and do an activity 
with an audience.

How to Get Involved
1.  Identify a group that you want to read to. 

It can be in a classroom at a local school, 
a daycare, 4-H club, nursing home, home 
school group, a civic club meeting or any-
where that people are interested in learn-
ing about agriculture.

2.  Pick a book that you want to read. Th e 
recommended book is the Wisconsin 
Ag in the Classroom’s book of the year: 
“Time for Cranberries” by Lisl Detlefsen. 
Th e book is available from the Ag in the 
Classroom program. Th ere are activi-
ties, background information and talking 
points available. Wisconsin Ag in the 
Classroom also has other books available 
or you may have a favorite book that you 
want to share. Make sure the book accu-
rately portrays agriculture, today’s farms 
and is an appropriate age-level and length 
for the group that you will read to.

3.  Have an activity to go along with the 
book. If you use “Time for Cranberries,” 
Ag in the Classroom has an educator’s 
guide that comes with the book that has 
talking points, activities and recipes. You 
also may want to incorporate other hands-
on activities, snacks or lessons into this 
presentation.

4.  Once you have a plan, fi nalize the date, 
time and location for your visit. If the 
school or venue has any restrictions (i.e., 
food allergies, photos or security), be sure 
to know about them and follow their 
rules. After the visit, send the report form 
to Ag in the Classroom so that we can 
tabulate the outreach of this activity.

5.  Be sure to use #WiReadsAg2017 on social 
media to talk about National Ag Day and 
your reading activity.

District 7 WFBF Board Representative Retires

WFBF President Jim Holte recognized Wayne 

Staidl, retiring District 7 WFBF Board Representa-

tive, and his wife Mary. Wayne has given 17 years 

of service representing District 7.

Promotion and Education ‘Playbook’ By Katelin Haglund

Looking for an 
idea for an activity 
and not sure where 
to start? Checkout 
the Promotion and 
Education Com-
mittee’s ‘Playbook.’

 
Th e ‘Playbook’ contains activities and events 
other counties have held across the state for Ag 
in the Classroom, consumer outreach, educa-
tion and ag promotion, fundraising, member 
development and policy and development 
implementation. Th e ‘Playbook’ was created as 
a resource for members to use to share ideas. 
Look for the ‘Playbook’ link on the WFBF 
website.

Have you run a successful event or activity (or 
even not-so successful)? Th e Promotion and 
Education Committee would love for you to 
share your knowledge and submit your event 
(play) to our ‘Playbook.’ We want to keep the 
ideas fl owing and will be updating the ‘Play-
book’ quarterly, next update will be March 15. 

Adding a play to the ‘Playbook’ is simple:
1. Visit www.wfbf.com.
2. Click on the ‘Playbook’ icon.
3. Download the play submission sheet.
4. Fill out the sheet.
5. Email the sheet to Deb Raemisch.

If you have any questions or want help submit-
ting a play, please contact Katelin Haglund at 
715.210.5384 or katelinhaglund@gmail.com.

Oconto County Farm Bureau Opportunities Available
Because of the changing nature of 
the agriculture landscape we need 
help to fi nd people willing to take 
part on the local Farm Bureau 
board.

We welcome any person who is 
involved in the ag industry and 

is interested in promoting ag and 
being a part of Farm Bureau on 
the county and state level.

If you are interested, or know 
someone who may be, please 
contact Dennis Jahnke at 
920.604.2578.

Meet: Adam Kuczer, the New District 7 Director
Adam Kuczer and his wife Becky have fi ve children,
Nicholas, 11; Sawyer, 9; Clara, 6; Cadence, 6; and Andrew, 
3.

Th e family custom raises 270 heifers and crops on 900 acres 
in Shawano County near Pulaski. Th e crops he raises include 
corn, soybeans, wheat and alfalfa.

Adam was elected to a three-year term on the WFBF Board 
of Directors representing District 7 (Langlade, Marinette, 
Oconto, Outagamie, Shawano and Waupaca counties).

He succeeds Wayne Staidl of Peshtigo in Marinette County, 
who retired from the board in December after 17 years of service on the WFBF Board of 
Directors.
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There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Budget (NEW)
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Life Line (NEW)
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/ocontoOconto County Farm Bureau: 888.377.0295

Oconto County Farm Bureau Contacts:

Be sure and ‘Like’ the Oconto County Farm 
Bureau and YFA Facebook page for the latest 
activities and up-coming events happening 
in the Oconto Farm Bureau.

Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest 
By Kayla Steff el

Th e book of the year is out. 
Th e title is “Time for Cranber-
ries.”

 With the book as a resource 
the 2017 Ag in the Classroom 
Essay contest theme is ‘Tell us 
about cranberry production in 
Wisconsin during one of the 
four seasons.’

Contest Rules:
•  Th e essay contest is open to fourth and fi fth grade students 

in public, private and home school programs. Students 
involved in 4-H, PALS and after school programs are also 
encouraged to participate.

•  Essays must be handwritten in ink or be computer gener-
ated. Th ey must be single-sided and fi t on one sheet of 
paper.

•  Th e essay must be between 100- to 300-words in length 
(using common MS Word ‘word count’ methods for 
counting words, numbers and abbreviations).

•  Essays will be judged on content (25 points), grammar and 
spelling (15 points) and neatness (10 points).

•  Essays must include: student’s name, grade level, parent’s 
name, teacher’s name, school name and address, school 
phone num-
ber, teacher’s 
email address 
and county 
on the back 
of the essay. 
Please do not 
identify the 
student on the 
front side.

Please send me 
contest entries by April 1, to
kayla.steff el10@gmail.com so that I can arrange for a county 
winner to be selected to be sent in for the statewide competi-
tion. Please keep in mind that you don’t have to wait until 
March 30 to do this.

Keep promoting agriculture.

District 7 YFA Report By Brian Preder

As we start the new year, I hope 
everyone had a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year.

It has been another great year 
of Farm Bureau tradition. Th at 
tradition was easy to see at the 
YFA Conference the beginning 
of December at the Kalahari 
Resorts and Conference Center 
in Wisconsin Dells.

We had over 450 YFA members 
from around the state attend the annual conference. Members 
had the chance to listen to great keynote speaker Vance Crowe, 
who shared his experience as the director of millennial engage-
ment for Monsanto and the importance of telling our story of 
tradition.

Th ere was the chance to build on our knowledge through 
breakout sessions ranging from how to get the most out of 
Farm Bureau to getting hands on exposure on some of the 
newest apps for agriculture. Of course, there was also the 
chance to network and meet YFA members from around the 
state.

I would like to thank: Kristi Fielder from Shawano County, 
Kristy Erickson from Outagamie County and Kyle Much from 
Waupaca County for representing District 7 YFA in the Dis-
cussion Meet. Kristi Fielder and Kristy Erickson advanced on 
to the Elite 8 round.

For the second year in a row, District 7 has had a YFA member 
advance to and win the Final Four round. Congratulations to 
Kristi Fielder on winning the coveted Stihl chain saw. Kristi 

represented Wisconsin in 
warm Phoenix, Arizona, 
at AFBF Annual Conven-
tion in January. Congrat-
ulations Kristi.
 
We had our fi rst Dis-
trict 7 YFA event for 
2017. YFA members 
from around District 
7 attended the annual 
Gambler’s hockey game on February 18. After the hockey 
game, we headed to the Green Bay Distillery for pizza and soda 
in the indoor patio. It was a great opportunity to meet mem-
bers from around the district, as well as from District 6. Th ank 
you to everyone who helped make the event a success.

As always, if you have any ideas for events or would like help 
with a county event, be sure to let me know. Stay warm and 
keep the Farm Bureau Tradition alive.

Humor Corner By Wes Raddatz, District 7 Coordinator

No one has more driving ambition than a teenager who wants to buy a car.

Do NOT read the fi ne print . . . there’s no way you’re going to like it.

Did you ever notice that people leave cars worth thousands of dollars sitting in the 
driveway because they’ve fi lled their garage with useless junk?

Have you ever wondered why you’ve never seen a newspaper headline that read,
“Psychic Wins Lottery?”

Diets are for people who are thick and tired of it all.

Collegiate Farm Bureau member Ashley Bergsbaken lined up a 

shot at the skee ball ramp during the District 7 YFA meeting ‘ice 

breaker’at the YFA Conference in December.


