
District 7 had a great 
discussion meet Septem-
ber 14 at the River Rail in 
Shiocton.

Congratulations to Outag-
amie County Farm Bureau 
member, Kristy Erickson, 
Shawano County Farm 
Bureau member Kristi 
Fiedler and Waupaca 
County Farm Bureau 
member Kyle Much who 
will be moving on to the 
state contest in December.

Th is year’s discussion ques-
tion was: Today’s food 
companies employ many 
tactics to gain a marketing edge. What is the purpose of food labels? How can Farm 
Bureau work to ensure that consumers understand the labels and have confi dence 
in the safety and quality of their food?

Th e YFA Discussion Meet gives young members a chance to demonstrate their speaking 
skills on agricultural-related topics. Contestants are judged on their problem-solving 
skills as they discuss timely topics with their colleagues.

Th is year’s District 7 participants were: Kristy Erickson, Outagamie County; Kristi 
Fiedler, Shawano County; Jake Hoewisch, Waupaca County, and Kyle Much, Waupaca 
County. Th anks also to the judges for the event: Bud Brown from Weyauwega; Amy 
Eckelberg, WFBF Communications Director; and Adam Kuczer from Pulaski.
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Oconto County Breakfast on the Farm a Success By Denise Langlay

Oconto County Farm Bureau sponsored the 
My American Farm video games at the Oconto 
County Breakfast on the Farm Sunday, June 
12, 2016, located at Riewe Farms, 6947 Old 15 
Road, Oconto, from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. near 
Oconto. Th e day was sun fi lled with lots of
smiling faces.

Th e kiosks are easy to handle and carry, as they 
are iPads that slip into a free standing pedestal. 
Th e kiosks provided the opportunity for children 
to try out the educational video games. Children 
who never played the My American Farm games 
before had no problems in stepping up to the 
kiosks and starting to play. Th e games are edu-
cational and are fun to play while learning about 
agriculture. Th ey cover a range of grade levels 

from pre-kindergarten through the fi fth grade.

Oconto County Farm Bureau and Oconto Falls 
FFA members were available to help and answer 
questions to all who stopped by. Book markers 
were handed out with the My American Farm 
website address on them to remind kids to play 
all of the video games, related farm visit videos, 
digital comic books, and more fun activities that 
are available for free on-line at www.myameri-
canfarm.org. 

We invite you and your family to experience 
My America Farms games on your computer 
by downloading the free application at www.
myamericanfarm.org.

The Oconto County Farm Bureau My American 

Farm display stood ready for Breakfast on the Farm 

attendees to try some of the video games.

Ashton Rowell and Paul Langlay from the Oconto 

Falls FFA and Denise Langlay assisted at the Oconto 

Farm Bureau display.

For information about home or auto insurance, 
contact your local Rural Mutual agent.

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Rural Mutual Agents in Oconto County:

Casey Boye
(920) 835-2161

Melvin Gross
(920) 855-6960

Tom Gustafson - District Manager 
(920) 420-1106

District 7 Discussion Meet 

District 7 YFA Discussion Meet participants: (L-R) Kristi Fiedler, 

Kristy Erickson, Jake Hoewisch and Kyle Much discussed food 

labeling and marketing.
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On Tuesday night, September 27, 
Oconto County Farm Bureau vice 
president Gordon Aprill convened 
the 2016 annual meeting at S&S 
Hometown Bar and Restaurant in 
Oconto Falls with 21 members and 
guests in attendance.

Th e members elected members to 
the board of directors, elected
delegates to represent Oconto 

County Farm Bureau at the WFBF Annual Meeting in December, 
and approved resolutions to propose to Farm Bureau policy. 

Directors elected to two-year terms from Board District 2 were: 
Gordon Aprill and Maryann Monette.

Elected as Promotion and Education Committee chair was Kayla 
Steff el, and elected as Young Farmer and Agriculturist Committee 
chair was Joe Porior. Delegates elected were: Kayla Steff el and
Russel Brock. 

Members also approved bylaw amendments changing the Oconto 
County Women’s Committee to Oconto County Promotion and 
Education Committee.

Th e resolutions that passed were:

1. Whereas: 
• Young vote in alarmingly low numbers. 
• Th e voter registration process can be confusing. 
•  Th ere have been changes in the voting and registration process 

that have been enacted and then reversed. 
•  Once they leave home for college or jobs many youth don’t think 

much about voting.
•  Voting in the primary would allow them to have an infl uence on 

the selection of the eventual candidate in the general election. 

Be it resolved that 17-year-olds be allowed to register to vote as long 
as they will be 18 by the next general election. Furthermore, they 
should be allowed to vote in the primary elections previous to that 
general election.

2.  Add: wheel tax (to the types of tax collections we would support 
to maintain roads.)

Th e keynote speaker, Eric Smith from Insight FS, was a big hit. 
He showed his equipment and demonstrated with photos and his 
digital tablet all the scouting and fi eld management tasks he could 
do from the air, many of which could not be accomplished from the 
ground.

Oconto County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting Highlights

Vice president Gordon Aprill 

welcomed members and 

guests to the annual meeting.

Eric Smith from Insight FS told how he uses 

unmanned aerial systems (UAS) to scout a

client’s crops quickly and accurately.

Eric Smith showed the unmanned aerial system that  he uses and talked about the rules and

regulations that the FAA has for its use and demonstrated the effi  ciencies of using the UAS for 

crop scouting and fi eld planning.

District 7 YFA Committee representative Brian 

Preder talked about plans for 2017.

District 7 Board Representative Wayne Staidl 

talked about VFA funding and transportation.

Policy development committee chair Russ 

Brock conducted the resolutions.
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Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest  Theme Announced

Th e book of the year and essay contest for 2016-
2017 has been announced. Th e book is Time for 
Cranberries, which includes some of the traditions, 
technology and the process of growing cranberries. 
Th e essay topic is ‘Tell us about cranberry produc-
tion in Wisconsin during one of the four seasons.’

Th is topic will make for an even more diffi  cult time 
judging the essays than last year, I am sure.

If you would happen to know a fourth or fi fth grade 
teacher willing to have their class participate in the 
essay contest, please don’t hesitate to let me know.

I am also looking for volunteers to help me, because 
spreading agriculture literacy is not a one woman 
job. Please feel free to contact me if interested.

Promotion and Education Committee Update By Kayla Steff el

First, the delegates at last year’s WFBF Annual Meeting 
decided to update and include men into helping promote 
agriculture literacy by changing the WFBF Women’s
Committee to the Promotion and Education committee.

Now, I am happy to say that Oconto County feels the same 
way and has also changed the women’s committee to the pro-
motion and education committee. Everyone’s ag story should 
be used to help educate people of all ages. It is an exciting 
change. Even with the change made last year, the WFBF
Promotion and Education Committee is still planning the 
Wisconsin Ag Women’s Summit, a very successful event, and 
has released the date for 2017. Th e date for the 2017
Wisconsin Ag Women’s Summit is March 10-11 at the
Madison Marriott West. For more information visit their 
website at www.wiagwomenssummit.com.

I am in my car quite a bit for my job and listen to a lot of talk radio. Regular news seems a bit 
too negative so I like shows where I can learn.

Scientists say before the next turn of the century we will have technology to live kinda forever. 
We will have artifi cial joints and computer chips in our brain. Th e catch; only the super rich 
will be able to aff ord it. Us regular folks will carry on as usual. (Social Security won’t last for-
ever anyway.)

Mid-century will see another three billion people on earth. No problem feeding them though 
with the artifi cial meat and dairy products that are already in the developmental stage. By mid-
century one-third of the jobs in Bangladesh will be eliminated. I think they already have about 
30 percent unemployment. Driver-less cars probably won’t happen here (rural areas) but
driver-less semis (on open road) may be 10 years away.

I went to the Dominican Republic for work on a fact fi nding trip to help them improve milk 
production. I was there in the Peace Corps 45 years ago. Population has doubled, traffi  c is 
insane, and the poor can only aff ord small motorcycles. I believe they probably have more cell 
phones than us. Th ere are basically no rural phone lines. About 85 percent of cows are milked 
by hand and most cut forages are done with machete. Th ey have the same problems in dairy-
ing as we do. Domestic folks don’t want to work on farms so poor Haitians cross the border to 
do the work while the press calls them a ‘growing problem.’ More and more veterinarians only 
want to do small animal work so vets from Columbia are fi lling the gap.

Anyway! Enjoy the Fall ‘cause winter is close behind.

Dennis Jahnke
Oconto County Farm Bureau President

President’s Message

Ag in the Classroom Report By Kayla Steff el

Th is year was not as glorious as I had planned. 
With three people going on medical leave, 
work was put fi rst.

St. Anthony’s still participated in the annual 
essay contest, and I have to say they really 
know how to make choosing the county
winner very diffi  cult.

I had hoped to be able to get into a second 
school with Ag in the Classroom, but there 
was no time to accomplish it.
 
I am very excited for the coming year. Th e 
2017 book of the year is Time for Cranberries, 
whose high points include the process, new 
technologies and the years of tradition grow-
ing cranberries. Th e essay contest will then 
discuss cranberry production during one of 
the four seasons.

Th e goals for this year are to email all the ele-

mentary principals in the county to let them 
know what Ag In the Classroom is about. 
Also, to see if there may be interest for fourth 
or fi fth grade teachers in one of those schools 
to participate in the essay contest or have a 
book reading and activity.

Th e second is to try to get the FFA chapters 
involved for their volunteer work, and that 
way we can reach more youth in the area.

Oconto County Fair Is a Success By Dennis Jahnke

Milk, ice cream, dairy promotional and Ag in the 

Classroom materials were available at the booth.

The My American Farm video game kiosk was fun 

and educational for kids.

Again this year our Farm Bureau had a booth 
in the exhibit tent at the Oconto County 
Youth Fair.

We sold chocolate milk and various types of 
ice cream. We also had lots of people stop 
by for dairy and beef recipes while other hot 
items were the ag oriented coloring books for 
the kids. We had two tablets displayed that 
had the learning video games for ages 5 to 
10 that covered many aspects of farming. We 
gave out cards that had the website where the 
games can be played at home. Try out all the 
video games, farm tour videos, digital comic 
books and related fun activities at
www.myamericanfarm.org. It’s fun and free.

Friday and Saturday provided something new 

for our booth. Dairy Promotions brought in 
a young student from Lena Middle School 
who made balloon animals to be given away 
to young fairgoers. He was a very enterpris-
ing and talented young man and made very 
intricate designs and quite diff erent than I 
have seen before. His balloon animals proved 
very popular and we thank Dairy Promotions 
for their participation.

We also want to thank those who took their 
turn working the booth.

By Kayla Steff el

Details and order form can be found at: http://bit.ly/FBShirt!

Adult shirt available in 
heather red - $15

Youth shirt available in 
red - $12

Show Your Farm Bureau Pride
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There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Life Line (NEW)
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Polaris
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/ocontoOconto County Farm Bureau: 888.377.0295

Oconto County Farm Bureau Contacts:

Be sure and ‘Like’ the Oconto County Farm 
Bureau and YFA Facebook page for the latest 
activities and up-coming events happening 
in the Oconto Farm Bureau.

Lee Veriha of Porterfi eld noticed that 
some heavy iron tractor parts were disap-
pearing from his shop and he was pretty 
sure that he knew where they had gone 
and who had taken them.

After fi nding his stolen parts at a salvage 
yard he contacted the authorities, who 
arrested the perpetrator just as the indi-
vidual was bringing in another load of 
Lee’s tractor parts. Lee received the $500 
Reward from Farm Bureau for providing 
the information that led to the criminal’s 
arrest and conviction.

Th e $500 Reward is available to anyone 
providing information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of persons for 

arson, theft or criminal damage to a 
Farm Bureau member’s property when 
the Farm Bureau $500 reward mem-
bership sign is posted on the member’s 
property.

If you do not have a $500 reward sign 
posted and want one or if your sign is 
faded and illegible and you want a new 
one, please contact your Rural Mutual 
Insurance agent, any of the Oconto 
County Farm Bureau board members or 
District 7 Coordinator Wes Raddatz at 
wraddatz@wfbf.com or 866.355.7346. 

Signs are provided to members free of 
charge.

District 7 Member Receives $500 Reward Member Benefi t

Marinette County Farm Bureau president 

Ryan Staidl presented Lee Veriha (right) 

with a $500 check that he received from 

the Farm Bureau $500 Reward member 

benefi t.

I was recently reading an article that hit 
close to home.

Did you know that 46 million people, 
which is about 15 percent of the U.S. 
population, live in rural America?

We and our fellow farmers provide the 
food and fi ber that feeds and clothes 

our nation and much of the world.

We need to keep rural America strong and economically 
sound. A lot of national and state funding goes to urban 
areas rather than the rural areas, which in turn makes it dif-
fi cult to attract teachers, new businesses and keep existing 
businesses fl ourishing.

We see so many local grocery stores, hardware stores, shop-
ping centers, clinics and movie theaters close because of 
fi nancial diffi  culties.

Another thing that seems to be put on the chopping block is 
the agriculture programs in our schools. Th is past weekend 
while at a party, I was asked about agriculture and FFA. 
“Why isn’t FFA in more schools?”

Now that the focus is on growing some of their own food, 
many do not have the education or background on how to 
proceed. We need to step up to the plate to keep our schools 
and rural economy viable.

Wayne Staidl
District 7 State Board Director

District Report 

Humor Corner By Wes Raddatz, District 7 Coordinator

Do we really need to fi nd a Fountain of Youth?
It would be better to fi nd a Fountain of Smart!

Did you hear about the origami store?
It folded.

Why is your nose in the middle of your face?
Because it is the scenter.

What does a dentist call X-Rays?
Tooth pics.

Put Down the Phone When You See Orange Cones
As of October 1, it is illegal to talk 
on a handheld mobile device while 
driving in a Wisconsin road work 
zone when road workers are present.

Th is applies to all roads of the state 
and also applies to farmers driving 
implements of husbandry and agri-

cultural commercial motor vehicles (Ag-CMVs).

Th e only exception to this law is that a call can be made to 
report an emergency to 911.

Th e law does not apply to the use of a voice-operated or 
hands-free device if the driver does not use his or her hands to 
operate the device, except to activate or deactivate a feature or 
function of the device. 

Reminder for those driving Ag-CMVs, the use of a hand-held 
mobile phone is prohibited at all times when used in the fol-
lowing manners:

1.  Using at least one hand to hold a mobile phone.
2.  Dialing or answering a mobile phone by pressing more than 

a single button.
3.  Reaching for a mobile phone that requires the driver to 

maneuver so that he or she is no longer in a seated driving 
position. 

Read more about our Transportation Tidbits initiative at: 
http://bit.ly/TransportationTidbit.

Welcome Oconto New Members
Dwayne Beaumier, 
Mark Herzog, 
Nathaniel Jeske, 
Gary Lade,
Rosemary Pfeiff er, 
David Schneider, 
Gretchen Schwanz,
Bruce Siebert, Chad 
Steers, Scott Wolfe 
and Tiff any Zierler.


