
Nearly 200 high school students attended the 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s FFA Farm Forum in 
Wisconsin Rapids on February 17-18.

Racine County Farm Bureau sponsored one stu-
dent from Burlington High School.

“The Wisconsin Farm Bureau is proud to host 
this annual event with the FFA to help grow the 
next crop of agricultural leaders in Wisconsin,” 
said Jim Holte, Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federa-
tion President.

During the forum, FFA members attend work-
shops that cover various topics regarding
agriculture.

This year’s Ag Women’s Summit was hosted on March 10-11 at the Madison
Marriott West in Middleton. Over 250 women attended the event. Of these, three 
Racine County Farm Bureau members attended including: Julie Kastenson, Dawn 
Noble and myself.

The keynote speaker, Jane Jenkins, enlightened participants on how to handle daily
set-backs while enjoying the positives that come one’s way, and breakout sessions 
allowed participants to individualize their experience.

One memorable session was hosted by American Farm Bureau Federation’s Sara Brown 
Dirkes. The session, ’Getting a Seat at the Table with Food Companies, Restaurants 
and Retailers,’ emphasized the need for individuals to take action and promote agricul-
tural knowledge among companies that market their food to the public. Dirkes talked 
about Chipotle, Danimals and other companies that American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion has been working with in order to market products without misrepresenting the 
agriculture industry.

Other sessions that Racine 
County Farm Bureau members 
attended included: ‘Capturing 
the Beauty of Farm Life,’ ‘Go 
Fish! Farmer-Friendly Meals,’ 
‘Employee Management’ and ‘Do 
You Have a Permit for That?’

This year’s summit was an awe-
some experience, and women 
from Racine County Farm 
Bureau are encouraged to attend 
next year.

This spring, I attended Raymond School on 
National Ag Day, March 21. I discussed the impor-
tance of knowing where their food comes from and 
the impact agriculture has on Wisconsin.

Almost one-fourth of the jobs in Wisconsin are 
related to agriculture, and through school visits, I 
will be able to educate the future of our state.

To keep up with my tours on Facebook, like 
‘Racine County Agriculture Ambassador.’
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Racine County Agriculture Ambassador Tours the County 
By Jessica Noble, Racine County Agriculture Ambassador

Pictured: (from left) Burlington FFA members Kelsey
Stoffel, Riley Nelson and Ethan Heelein.

Burlington Students Attend FFA Farm ForumAg Women’s Summit A Success By Kallie Jo Kastenson

Racine County and Kenosha County members who 
attended the Ag Women’s Summit included: (from 
left) Kallie Jo Kastenson, Julie Kastenson, Dawn Noble 
and Lori Edquist.
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Do you know what you are doing 
this July 26-30? Why of course 
you are helping in the Farm Bureau 
cream puff stand. It is that time of 
year when our attention begins to 
focus on the Racine County Fair. 
The cream puff stand is a big part of 
the Farm Bureau fundraising.

Save time and donate a few hours or more to help in the cream puff 
stand as our profits are given back in the form of scholarships
(perhaps to your family member), essay contest winners, 4-H 
awards, library grants, local food pantries and more.

Come and socialize with your fellow farmers and neighbors, and 
catch up on that once-a-year meeting where you can make new 
friends that share the same interests. Remember July 26-30 is when 
you want to set aside some time to help in the cream puff stand.

The 2017 Racine County Breakfast on the Farm will be from 7 to 
11 a.m. on Saturday, June 24, at Bird Family Farms, 22502
Washington Avenue (Highway 20), Kansasville. Thank you to Jon 
and Karen Bird and their families for hosting this wonderful event.

Cost: $6 per person, children 3 and younger are free.

This year, the activities will be held on a fam-
ily operated grain farm. The breakfast will 
include: eggs, sausage, muffin, cheese, juice, 
milk, coffee and ice cream. Music entertain-
ment, kids’ games, farmers’ market, free 
petting zoo, tractor display and much more. 
This is an event that you don’t want to miss.

For questions or to volunteer, please email
racinecobreakfast@gmail.com.
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Racine County Farm Bureau Members Attend Ag Day at the Capitol By Jim Hanson

Racine County and Kenosha County Farm Bureau members met with 
legislators during Ag Day at the Capitol.

Ag Day at the Capitol was held on March 8. Governor Scott Walker 
addressed the group to start the meeting. The Governor highlighted 
the economic impact and diversity of Wisconsin agriculture. The 
group was then briefed on the Governor's proposed budget and 
how it affects agriculture.

The proposed transportation budget generated a lot of discussion. 
New high capacity well legislation, expanded rural broadband 
access, increased state aid to schools and industrial hemp were some 
of the other hot topics. We then traveled to the Capitol and met 
with our legislators or their aids to discuss these and other issues.

Attending from Racine County were Kevin Malchine, Jim Waldron 
and Jim Hanson. We had great discussions with our legislators and 
hope more members can join Ag Day at the Capitol in 2018.

Save the Date: Ag Day at the Capitol - January 24, 2018

County Fair Cream Puff Stand Needs You
By Doris Malchine

See You at the Racine County
Breakfast on the Farm 

2   President’s Report

     Director Report 

     Discussion Meet 

     Essays Contest Results

     Policy Development 

3   Scholarship Winners

     What’s the Big Deal?

     Annual Meeting

     Ag in the Classroom Tour

     Board Contacts 

To get your time 
reserved, please
contact me at
jmalchine@tds.net or 
262.895.2206, or visit 
the Racine County Farm 
Bureau website for a link 
to sign up: wfbf.com/
countyfarmbureaus/
racine. Join the fun,
July 26-30.



When the calendar 
turned from 2016 to 
2017 there was a sigh 
of relief that this year 
is over and the next 
year will be better.

After the last month, 
when dozens of 
dairy farmers got 
the notice, I began 

to wonder. It was a short-time frame, 30 days, to 
find a home for hundreds of gallons of milk to be 
processed.

Dairy farmers take care of their cows and know 
how to keep them healthy and well fed so they can 
produce milk. They rely on someone else to pro-
cess the milk and deliver it to consumers in various 
forms of products.

There needed to be a short-term fix so this milk 
can find a home and be processed. Your orga-
nization stepped up to the plate and had those 
discussions. DATCP, members of the Farm Bureau 
Board and your governmental relations team, 
along with other producer groups, discussed the 
situation to find a short-term solution. They laid 
out solutions; some were useful to see if proces-
sors would take these farm families in and pick up 
their milk.

Come May 1, we saw and heard Director of
Governmental Relations Karen Gefvert report that 

almost 100 percent of those farm families were 
taken in and had a place for their milk. That was 
the short-term solution.

Now, we have to look at the long-term solutions. 
Do farmers have long-term contracts with pro-
cessors they ship their milk to for stability? Will 
bankers look at or insist that these contracts be in 
place before monies are borrowed? Will processors 
require dairy farmers to sign long-term contracts 
so they have milk available to them? Many more 
questions and many not answered.

These are not the only long-term solutions that 
need to be focused on. Immigration is a hot topic, 
will there be a federal solution or a state-by-state 
solution? Are there enough markets for beef farm-
ers to ship their cattle to? Trade and the conse-
quences of trade not being fair enough? These are 
the challenges that your organization is addressing 
and providing input.

We have a District 1 Policy Development meeting 
scheduled for Thursday, July 6. This is where we 
want your input and knowledge on these subjects 
and others. Mark your calendar and we hope to 
see you there.

Happy growing season to all,

Dave Daniels
WFBF District 1 Director
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President’s Report 

From the Desk of Dave Daniels, District 1 Director 

Hello Farm Bureau members, 

I hope you completed spring 
field work. Writing this in mid-
May, it's been a tough start to 
the planting season with rain 
and lots of wind.

I've talked in the past about 
misinformation in the media 
and the need for farmers to get 
the truth to the public. Locally, 
Kallie Jo Kastenson has done 

a great job addressing this issue and I hope many of you have 
had a chance to see her presentations regarding food safety 
and GMOs. Our Ag in the Classroom program gets into the 
schools to teach children about agriculture, and we thank 
Kathy Baumeister for chairing the committee.

But today, I want to address the media in general and their 
willingness to report ‘fake news’ without any documented 
facts behind some of these stories. The term "unnamed 
source" tends to pop up again occasionally to defend sources 
of stories. It seemed to get bad after Governor Scott Walker 
was elected, but it has really escalated with President Donald 
Trump. It seems every other day there is some new allegation 
that is reported, but most are forgotten a few days later as 
something new surfaces: President Trump gets two scoops of 
ice cream but everyone else gets one. Seriously?

There is a willingness to sensationalize small issues when the 
previous administration did worse. It still amazes me that the 
FBI could find Tom Brady's Super Bowl jersey, but cannot 
find Hillary Clinton's 30,000 missing emails.

But this is nothing new to us farmers. I remember reading 
a headline some time back that read ‘Murderer was a milk 

drinker.’ Really? This is what sets him apart from the general 
population? Another stated that the majority of juvenile
delinquents drank milk. Come on! What's next? They all 
exhale that poisonous gas carbon dioxide?

It's sad that sensationalism has taken the place of the truth 
and true journalism in many cases. Fake news is here to stay 
and sadly, it's the world we live in. But I guess we in agricul-
ture are accustomed to it, even if we don't like it.

I hope everyone has a joyous and safe summer. It will go fast. 
Take some time to enjoy the beauty of the Badger State. See 
you at the breakfast on the farm at Birds Family Farms and 
the Racine County Fair.

Keith Jacobson
Racine County Farm Bureau President

Ag in the Classroom: Over 90 Essays Submitted
Area schools submitted over 90 creatively writ-
ten essays, that the committee enjoyed reading 
what each of the young aspiring writers came 
up with. The three winners for Racine County 
are ...

•  First place: Ianna Lynn Torrey, a fifth grade 
student in Mrs. Krueger's class at Woodfield 
Elementary School in Waterford.

•  Second place: Bree Askin, a fourth grade 
student in Mrs. Heiligenthal's class at

  St. Mary Grade School in Burlington.
•  Third place: Brianna Flock, also a fifth grade student in Mrs. Krueger's class at 

Woodfield Elementary School in Waterford.

Each winner was awarded a monetary prize, and each class that participated in the 
essay contest was awarded with a special Wisconsin agriculture inspired treat as the 
school year ended.

The Ag in the Classroom committee looks forward to expanding our education pro-
gram, by contacting additional schools and teachers, and offering to present to classes 
about how the agriculture industry impacts our lives each and every day.

Discussion Meet Scheduled in August
The Discussion Meet gives young members a chance to demonstrate their 
speaking skills on agricultural-related topics. Contestants are judged on their 
problem-solving skills as they discuss timely topics with their colleagues.

Date: Tuesday, August 15
Time:  6:30 p.m. - Farm Tour, 7:30 p.m. - Discussion Meet, cookout to follow
Location: Cozy Nook Farm, S11 W30780 Summit Avenue, Waukesha
Topic:  Formation of family farm corporations is common practice. How can 

Farm Bureau work to ensure that the public’s positive perception of the family farm is not lost?

If you are interested in participating or attending this fun event, please contact Charlie Oberhaus at 
262.337.2448 or Patti Roden at 262.689.1838 or proden@wfbf.com.

District 1 Policy Development Meeting Set for July
The District 1 Policy Development meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, July 6.

6:15 p.m. - Social
6:30 p.m. - Buffet dinner
7-9 p.m. -  Policy Development Meeting

The Machine Shed
N14 W24145 Tower Place
Pewaukee

For more information about the policy development meeting, please contact Patti 
Roden at proden@wfbf.com.

Wisconsin State Fair Volunteers Wanted
Farm Bureau has signed up to help at the Wisconsin 
State Fair House of Moo on Saturday, August 12. 
Volunteers are wanted from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 2 to 8 
p.m. Volunteers receive a fair admission ticket, House of 
Moo t-shirt, free sandwich coupon for the Real
Wisconsin Cheese Grill and water.

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Patti 
Roden at proden@wfbf.com.
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Racine County Farm Bureau Announces Scholarship Winners 

There are Benefits to Your Farm Bureau Membership:
Communication
• AgriVisor
• The Country Today

Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services

Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection Program
• Accidental Death Policy

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefits-membership.

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical  

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank

Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Office Depot

Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug 

Savings Card
• Life Line (NEW)

Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount
   Program
• Budget (NEW)
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

Racine County Farm Bureau has awarded four Racine County students with scholarships in the amount of $1,000 to continue 
their education. The Racine County scholarship recipients are:

Calling All 4-H Members 
Each year, the Racine County Farm 
Bureau recognizes four 4-H youth for 
their many accomplishments through-
out the year. Winners of the award 
receive $50 and recognition at the Racine 
County Farm Bureau annual meeting.

4-H members whose family has a Farm Bureau membership 
are encouraged to apply for this award.

For an award application, visit
www.racinecountyfair.com/wp-content/uploads/Farm-
Bureau-Oustanding-4-H-Youth.pdf. The application deadline 
is August 15.

GMOs, Organics and Sustainability: What’s the Big Deal? 
A workshop presented by Kallie Jo Kastenson and Kathy
Baumeister was held in late February for Farm Bureau
members and others to help them become more informed 
about GMOs, organics and sustainability.

Kastenson made an excellent presentation including back-
ground information about the genetic transfer of traits, what 
genetic modification is and why the use of GMOs are so 
important to the production of food needed to keep up with 
the demands of a growing population.

Her presentation on organics informed the group that ’organic‘ 
is a production method that restricts the use of GMOs and 
certain fertilizers and chemicals. There is no nutritional
difference in foods produced by organic methods versus
conventional production methods.

The discussion that followed brought up numerous questions 
and ideas, many things that were heard thru social media. Both 

farm and non-farm participants gained a better understanding 
of the topics and made them think about how they felt about 
GMOs and organics. Sustainability was defined and incorpo-
rated into the discussion.

If you have a group that wants to learn more about these top-
ics, please contact Kastenson at 262.716.3586 or Baumeister at 
262.763.3441 to arrange to have the program repeated.

Racine County Annual Meeting
The Racine County Farm Bureau 
annual meeting has been set for
Tuesday, September 12. The guest 
speaker will be Kallie Jo Kastenson and 
she will talk about GMOs.

Watch your mailbox for a postcard with more details as the 
meeting date approaches.

Teachers and volunteers are encour-
aged to spend July 18-19 on the Ag 
in the Classroom summer bus tour.

This year, the tour will be in Jeffer-
son County visiting agri-businesses, 

museums, farms and other venues. The bus tour allows par-
ticipants to learn more about Wisconsin agriculture, career 
opportunities and educational lessons and resources about the 
industry.

Some of the venues include Jones Dairy Farm, Hoard
Historical Museum, McKay Nursery Company, Berres
Brothers, Jelli’s Market and Mid-State Equipment. The tour 
will start early on Tuesday morning in Johnson Creek and 
will end on Wednesday afternoon.

Teachers of all grade levels and subjects, home school parents, 
extension staff, non-traditional educators and volunteers are 
welcome.

For the schedule and registration, visit wisagclassroom.org 
and click the teacher tab.

Ag in the Classroom Bus Tour Set
Congratulations to this year’s recipients!

We wish you the best of luck in your future endeavors.

Jessica Noble is the 
daughter of Edward 
and Dawn Nobel. 
She is a 2017 gradu-
ate of Burlington 
High School and will 
attend UW-Madison 
in the fall, pursu-
ing a degree in dairy 
science.

Eric Ranke is the son 
of Kevin and Amy 
Ranke. He is a 2017 
graduate of Water-
ford High School. 
In the fall, Eric will 
attend UW-Platte-
ville, majoring in 
animal science.

Maegan Kreuscher 
is the daughter 
of Eric and Julie 
Kreuscher. Maegan 
graduated from Bur-
lington High School 
in June of 2016. She 
is a student at UW-
Platteville majoring 
in animal science 
with a pre-veterinary 
emphasis.

Riley Sinda is the 
son of Mike and Lisa 
Sinda. Riley is a 2017 
graduate of Water-
ford High School. In 
the fall, he will attend 
Gateway or MATC 
Technical College 
pursuing a degree 
in diesel equipment 
technology.


