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District 7 WFBF Board Representative Retires 
District 7 WFBF Board of Director Wayne Staidl 
announced his retirement during the WFBF Annual 
Meeting in December.

Wayne represented District 7 for the last 17 years.

Wayne and his son Ryan own and operate a crop and 
beef farm near Peshtigo in Marinette County.

Retiring District 7 WFBF Board of Director 

Wayne Staidl received a token of apprecia-

tion from Shawano County Farm Bureau 

president Deb Mielke.

Plan to Attend Ag Day at the Capitol By Adam Kuczer

Join us for Ag Day at the Capitol on March 8 at the Monona Terrace Conference Center in 
Madison. Get out and support agriculture with your legislators. Be the voice that makes a
diff erence.

Th e Shawano County Farm Bureau will cover your cost to attend this one-day event. Th e sched-
ule for the day is:

11 a.m. - Registration 
11:30 a.m. - Opening program 
11:45 a.m. - Lunch 
12:45 p.m. - Legislative briefi ngs
3 p.m. - Leave for Capitol visits

For more information or to register by March 3, please contact me at akuczer75@gmail.com or 
920.609.0718. We will arrange for people to car pool to the event.

Brunch on the Farm Receives Special Award from WMMB

Dairy product promotion at the Shawano County Farm Bureau Brunch on the Farm was recognized 

with a monetary award from the Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board.

Each year, the Wisconsin Milk Marketing 
Board awards approximately $18,000 to Wis-
consin county dairy leader groups that com-
plete an application in eight diff erent areas 
that involve promoting dairy products.

Th is year, Shawano County Dairy Promo-
tion submitted an application on the 2016 
Brunch on the Farm at the Bonnin Family 
Farm.

Th e application included the dairy highlights 
from the brunch, new ideas such as the Kids 
Dairy Bar Bake-Off  and serving grilled cheese 
with maple syrup.

We also 
emphasized 
the number 
of volunteers 
that it takes 
to make a 
successful 
brunch.

Shawano County received $750 to put 
towards future dairy promotions.

Th ank you Sheri Beilke and Christa Hoff man 
for their help with getting information for 
the application.

By Tammy Styczynski, Shawano County Dairy Promotion



Th e Shawano County Farm Bureau annual meeting was on October 
18 at Th e Woodland in Gresham.

Directors elected to one-year terms were: Sheri Beilke, Kevin
Bonnin, Scott Breitrick, Neil Christianson, Dave Henselin, Bob 
Krause, Adam Kuczer, Ken Matyas, Deb Mielke, Don Radloff , 
Monica Vick and Gordon Wesener.

Ashley Schugel and Angie Schultz were elected as YFA committee 

chair and women’s committee chair, respectively.

Delegates elected to attend the WFBF Annual Meeting were: Sheri 
Beilke, Dave Henselin, Adam Kuczer, Deb Mielke and Angie 
Schultz.
Alternates were: Don Pahlow, Kristi Fiedler and Richard Pahlow.

Members given special recognition were: 40-year anniversary mem-
bers Dean Anderson, Elroy Block and Gary Riesenberg; and 50-year 
anniversary member Elton Strassburg.

Th e resolutions session was conducted by vice president Adam
Kuczer. Th e resolutions that passed were:

1.  We oppose bans on specifi c management practices unless farm-
ers are commensurately compensated for the ensuing increase in 
costs or loss of revenue created by them.

2.  Th e current fence law should be modifi ed to require livestock 
farmers to be responsible for maintaining fences to contain their 
livestock. We oppose any general requirement that all streams or 
lakes must be fenced.

3.  We support the labeling of milk based on the value of its protein 
instead of butterfat content.

Sheri Beilke and Bob Krause presented a video that was taken at 
the 2016 Shawano County Brunch on the Farm at Bonnin Family 
Farm in Bonduel.
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Shawano County Farm Bureau Members Celebrate Success at Annual Meeting

Shawano County Farm Bureau president Deb Mielke kept the meeting 

moving.

Deb Mielke presented 40-year anniversary members Dean Anderson, Elroy Block and Gary Riesenberg; and 50-year anniversary member Elton

Strassburg with certifi cates of appreciation.

Retiring Shawano County Farm Bureau board 

member Don Pahlow received a gift certifi cate 

for his many years of service.

Dave Henselin received a gift card for his mem-

bership recruitment eff orts.

WFBF Director of Member Relations Bob Leege, 

(right) presented a Farm Bureau 5x5 jacket to 

Scott Breitrick for signing fi ve new members 

by May 5.
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Th e WFBF Annual Meeting was on December 
2-5 at the Kalahari Resorts in Wisconsin Dells.

Christa Hoff man, Kristi Fiedler, Angie Schultz 
and Ashley Bergsbaken attended the YFA meeting 
and the delegates representing Shawano County 
were Adam Kuczer, Angie Schultz, Dave Henselin, 
Richard Pahlow and myself.

We can be so proud of our county Farm Bureau 
because we are involved in promoting agriculture 
in so many ways with the help of so many of our 
members.

Th e Shawano County highlights from the WFBF 
Annual Meeting are: Kristi Fiedler won the YFA 
Discussion Meet and will represent Wisconsin at 
the AFBF Annual Conference in January.

You may remember last year when Christa
Hoff man won the Discussion Meet, and so
Shawano County had back-to-back winners.
Congratulations Kristi!

For 17 years, Wayne Staidl from Marinette 
County represented District 7 on the WFBF 
Board of Directors. He decided to retire from 
the board. Th ank you to Wayne for his years of 
service.

Adam Kuczer from Shawano County was elected 
to represent District 7 on the Board of Directors. 
Congratulations to Adam. It will be nice to get 
more frequent updates on what is happening at 
the state level, as Adam also serves as the Shawano 
County Farm Bureau vice-president.

My wishes to you for a healthy and happy 2017.

Th e Shawano County Farm Bureau wom-
en’s committee collected winter clothing 
items to donate to a local homeless shelter 
instead of exchanging gifts at the Decem-
ber meeting.

Flannel shirts, long johns, socks and blan-
kets will help keep less fortunate folks in 
our community warm this winter thanks 
to the Shawano County Farm Bureau 
women.

In December, the women’s committee also 
donated a cranberry-themed basket to the 
WFB Foundation silent auction at the 
WFBF Annual Meeting. Th e item sold for 
$200 and the Foundation raised $16,285.

Our fi rst project of the new year was 
participating in the Shawano County 4-H 
Super Saturday on January 7. We hosted 
sessions using some of the Ag in the Class-
room resources that are available.

We had hands-on sessions including mak-
ing butter and making an ‘edible’ soil 
profi le.

We can always use additional help to do 
this and the other events we do to pro-
mote agriculture throughout the year.

For information or if you want to help, 
please contact me at 715.851.5427 or 
message me on Facebook.

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation Newsletter subscription of $3 is included in Farm Bureau dues.www.wfbf.com1.800.261.FARM

Shawano’s Kristi Fiedler wins WFBF Discussion Meet 

WFBF President Jim Holte, Kevin Malchine from 

Growmark and Peter Pelizza from Rural Mutual 

Insurance presented Kristi Fiedler with a Stihl 

chain saw and other prizes as winner of the 

2016 WFBF YFA Discussion Meet.

Congratulations to Kristi Fiedler, a Shawano County Farm Bureau YFA 
member, winner of the 2016 WFBF Young Farmer and Agriculturalist 
Discussion Meet at the WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference 
on December 2-5 in Wisconsin Dells.

Th e Discussion Meet contest consists of a discussion panel where Farm 
Bureau members between the ages of 18 and 35 are judged on their 
ability to express ideas and opinions to reach a solution on current 
agricultural issues.

Kristi is associate vice president of U.S. Technical Services for Genex. 
She earned a bachelor’s degree in animal science from UW-Platteville 
and a master’s degree in management from the University of Phoenix.
She served on the state YFA committee from 2013 to 2015 with her 

husband, Brian.

Kristi received a chain saw from Midwest Stihl and a free fi nancial 
plan, provided by Rural Mutual Insurance.

In January, Kristi is representing Wisconsin and competing in the 
national Discussion Meet at the American Farm Bureau Federation’s 
98th Annual Conference in Phoenix, Arizona.

She also qualifi es for the YFA trip to Washington, D.C., in 2018; as 
a guest of the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation during the 2017 
WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference and in August of 2017, 
as a special guest at the annual meeting of GROWMARK, Inc, in 
Chicago.

Meet Adam Kuczer, the New District 7 Board Director
Adam Kuczer and his wife 
Becky have fi ve chil-
dren including: Nicholas, 
11; Sawyer, 9; Clara, 6; 
Cadence, 6; and Andrew, 3.

Th e family custom raises 
270 heifers and grows crops 
on 900 acres in Shawano 
County near Pulaski. Th e 
crops include corn, soy-
beans, wheat and alfalfa.

Adam was elected to serve 
a three-year term on the 
WFBF Board of Directors 
representing District 7 (Lan-
glade, Marinette, Oconto, 
Outagamie, Shawano and 
Waupaca counties).

He succeeds Wayne Staidl of 
Peshtigo, who retired from 
the board in December after 
17 years of service.

Shawano County Farm Bureau Ice Cream Stand at County Fair
By Becky Kuczer, ice cream stand co-manager

A math problem for you to solve:
What do you get when you add these items?
105 tubs of ice cream sold + 2,000 cones sold +
230 malts sold + 1,400 sundae cups sold + 102 
ice cream tickets turned in + 54 volunteers
= 1 successful fair season!

Th ank you to the volunteers and to those who 

purchased ice cream.

Do you have an idea 
about a favorable 
recipient of this year’s 
profi ts? If so, please 
contact me at
abkuczer@netnet.net.

Farm Bureau Members Attend WFBF Annual Meeting

Shawano County Farm Bureau delegates Deb Mielke, 

Angie Schultz, Richard Pahlow and Dave Henselin 

discussed resolutions.

Shawano County Farm Bureau members who 

attended the WFBF Annual Meeting were: (L-R)

Richard and Judy Pahlow, Dale and Deb Mielke, Adam 

and Clara Kuczer and Jay and Angie Schultz.

Shawano County Farm Bureau members promote 

the Brunch Program to other members from around 

the state. It won the County Activities of Excellence 

Award for the 2016 Brunch on the Farm.

Women’s Committee Activities By Angie Schultz

Shawano County Farm Bureau women’s com-

mittee members collected winter clothing 

to donate to a local homeless shelter instead 

of having a gift exchange during the annual 

Christmas party in conjunction with their 

December committee meeting.

2017 Brunch Host Family Needed By Deb Mielke

As of the end of December, we do not have a host farm for 
the annual Shawano County Farm Bureau Brunch on the 
Farm.

If you are interested or if you know of someone who 
might be interested, please contact a board member.

It’s crunch time and we want to get plans rolling for the 
2017 brunch.

By Deb Mielke
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There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Budget (NEW)
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Life Line (NEW)
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy

Shawano County Farm Bureau: 877.583.4438 wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/shawano

Shawano County Farm Bureau Contacts:

Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest Announced By Angie Schultz

Th e Ag in the Classroom book of the year is Time for
Cranberries. With the book as a resource the 2017 Ag in the 
Classroom essay contest theme is ‘Tell us about cranberry pro-
duction in Wisconsin during one of the four seasons.’

Contest rules:
•  Th e essay contest is open to fourth and fi fth grade students in 

public, private and home school programs. Students involved 
in 4-H, PALS and after school programs also are encouraged 
to participate.

•  Essays must be handwritten in ink or be computer generated. 
Th ey must be single-sided and fi t on one sheet of paper.

•  Th e essay must be between 100- to 300-words in length 
(using common MS Word ‘word count’ method for counting 
words, numbers and abbreviations).

•  Essays will be judged on content (25 
points), grammar and spelling (15 points) 
and neatness (10 points).

•  Essays must include: student’s name, grade 
level, parents’ names, teacher’s name and 
email address, school name, address and 
phone number and county on the back of 
the essay. Please do not identify the student on the front side.

Please send contest entries by April 1 to N5928 County Road 
U, Shawano, WI 54166 so that a county winner is selected and 
forwarded to the statewide competition. Please keep in mind 
that you don’t have to wait until March 30 to do this.

Keep promoting agriculture!

District 7 YFA Report By Brian Preder

Hello District 7 
YFA members. As 
we start the new 
year, I hope that 
you had a Merry 
Christmas and 
Happy New Year.

It was another 
great year of Farm 
Bureau tradition. 
In December, that 
tradition was easy 
to see during the 

YFA Conference at the Kalahari Resorts in Wisconsin Dells.

More than 450 YFA members attended the conference and 
listened to a great keynote speaker Vance Crowe, who shared 
his experience as the director of millennial engagement for 
Monsanto. He encouraged us to tell our story of tradition.

Attendees built on 
their knowledge 
during breakout ses-
sions ranging from 
how to get the most 
out of Farm Bureau 
to getting hands-on 
exposure to some of 
the newest apps for 
agriculture. Attend-
ees also networked 
and met YFA mem-
bers from around the 
state.

Th ank you to Kristi Fielder from Shawano County, Kristy 
Erickson from Outagamie County and Kyle Much from
Waupaca County for representing District 7 YFA in the
Discussion Meet. Kristi Fielder and Kristy Erickson advanced 
to the Elite 8 round.

For the second year in a row, District 7 had a YFA member 
advance and win the Final 4 round. Congratulations to Kristi 
Fielder on winning the coveted STHIL chain saw! In January, 
Kristi will represent Wisconsin in Phoenix, Arizona, during the 
AFBF Annual Convention. Good luck Kristi!

Our fi rst District 7 YFA event is Febru-
ary 18. We scheduled the annual Green 
Bay Gambler’s hockey game as a joint 
event with District 6. After the hockey 
game, we will enjoy pizza and soda in the 
Indoor Patio at Green Bay Distillery. It is 
a great opportunity to meet fellow YFA members.

To purchase your tickets, please contact me or your county 
YFA chair by February 1.

Green Bay Gamblers versus the Sioux City Musketeers on
Saturday, February 18; game time 7:05 p.m. at the Resch 
Center, 1901 S. Oneida Street, Green Bay.

Tickets
$16 - adults
$13 - children ages 4 to 14
Free - children 3 and younger

As always, if you have ideas for events or want to help with 
a county event, please let me know. Stay warm and keep the 
Farm Bureau tradition alive.

Shawano County Farm Bureau YFA mem-

bers who attended were: (L-R) Brad and 

Christa Hoff man, Ashley Bergsbaken and 

Kristi and Brian Fiedler. Not included in the 

photo: Jay and Angie Schultz.

Collegiate Farm Bureau member Ashley 

Bergsbaken from Shawano County lined 

up a shot at the Skee Ball ramp during 

the District 7 YFA meeting ‘ice breaker.’

By Wes Raddatz, District 7 Coordinator
Humor Corner 

Do we really need to fi nd a ‘Fountain of Youth’?
It would be better to fi nd a ‘fountain of Smart!’ 

Did you hear about the origami store?
It folded.

Why is your nose in the middle of your face?
Because it is the scenter.

What does a dentist call x-rays?
Tooth pics.

‘Playbook’ is a Great Resource
By Katelin Haglund

Are you looking for an idea for an activity and not sure where 
to start? Checkout the Promotion and Education Commit-
tee’s ‘Playbook.’

Th e ‘Playbook’ contains activities and events that other 
counties have held around the state for Ag in the Classroom, 
consumer outreach, education and ag promotion, fundrais-
ing, member development and policy and development 
implementation.

Th e Playbook was created as a resource for members to share 
ideas. Look for the ‘Playbook’ link on the WFBF home page.

Do you have a successful event or activity (or even not-so 
successful)? Th e Promotion and Education Committee wants 
you to share your knowledge and submit your ‘play’ to the 
‘Playbook.’

We want to keep the ideas fl owing and will update the ‘Play-
book’ quarterly so the next update will be March 15. Adding 
a play to the ‘Playbook’ is simple.

1. Visit www.wfbf.com.
2. Click on the ‘Playbook’ icon.
3. Download the ‘play’ submission page.
4. Fill out.
5. Email to Deb Raemisch at draemisch@wfbf.com.
 
If you have questions or want help, please contact me at 
715.210.5384 or katelinhaglund@gmail.com.


