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Chapter Members Attend FFA Farm Forum

Members of the Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah FFA chapter 

included: (L-R) Jessica Mehre and Summer Henschel.

Spencer Hanson of the Plym-

outh FFA chapter attended 

the FFA Farm Forum.

Plymouth and Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah 
FFA members were among the 200 high 
school students who attended the Wis-
consin Farm Bureau’s FFA Farm Forum 
in Wisconsin Rapids on February 19-20.

“Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau is proud 
to host this event with the FFA to help 
grow the next crop of agricultural leaders 
in Wisconsin,” said Jim Holte, Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau Federation President.

During the two-day event, FFA mem-
bers attended workshops that included 
post-high school agricultural opportuni-
ties, social media, agriculture advocacy 

and leadership. Joining Holte as keynote 
speakers at the event were Jonathan 
Eckelberg, digital content specialist at the 
Wisconsin Department of Tourism and 
Ethan Giebel, director of education at 
Cooperative Network.

Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation 
sponsors the FFA Farm Forum in coop-
eration with the Wisconsin Association 
of FFA. Th is year marks the 44th year that 
the Farm Bureau family of affi  liates has 
sponsored the event for Wisconsin youth.

For more information, visit wfbf.com.

Help Wanted: We Need You!
Th e dynamic duo of Debbie and Jessie Ramel are asking for your help. It’s time 
to volunteer your time and talents at the Sheboygan County Fair on
September 1-5.

We are looking for volunteers who can ….
• Cut cream puff  shells in half.
•  Fill our delicious cream puff  shells with real whipped cream. Chocolate cream 

puff s will be re-elected to a second term for 2016.
•  Spread a smile to our patrons by serving sandwiches, beverages and desserts.
• Clean up by helping wipe off  tables, trays and washing dishes.
• Cashier.

Shift times are Th ursday, early prep 9-11 a.m., 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 3-6 p.m. and 6-close; Friday-Sunday 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., 1-4:30 p.m. and 4:30-close; Monday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and 2-6 p.m. Th e Random Lake FFA 
will help with the Saturday closing shift otherwise all shifts are available. Each shift needs six to eight 
volunteers to ensure a successful fair.

For more information or to volunteer, please call Jessie Ramel at 920.980.9563 or 920.994.2022.

YFA Discussion Meet Set
Th e YFA Discussion Meet gives young Farm 
Bureau members an opportunity to demonstrate 
speaking skills on agricultural-related topics. Con-
testants are judged on their problem-solving skills 
as they discuss timely topics with their colleagues.

Date: Tuesday, August 2 
Time:  Refreshments at 7 p.m., Discussion Meet at 

7:30 p.m.
Location:  Altona’s Restaurant, 2306 Calumet 

Drive, New Holstein.

Topic: Today’s food companies employ many
tactics to gain a marketing edge. What is the pur-
pose of food labels? How can Farm Bureau work 
to ensure that consumers understand the labels 
and have confi dence in the safety and quality of 
their food?

For more information or if you are interested 
in participating or attending, please contact 
Carley Blado at carleyblado@gmail.com or 
920.418.2226.
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Classroom on the Farm a Success
I want to thank 
everyone who 
helped make the 
2016 Classroom 
on the Farm a
success. Th e 
weather was very 
nice and the chil-
dren enjoyed their 
day. We had 987 
children and 50 

teachers attend our classroom along with many chaperons.

Each student received an educational ‘goodie’ bag, and each teacher 
received educational materials as well as the string cheese compli-
ments of Dairy Farmers of America and Pam Giese, Sandra Melius 
and Jack Hanke.

Th e children and the workers appreciated the tent, compliments 
of the Sheboygan County Dairy Promotion Association. Th ank 
you to O & W Communications who loaned us the sound system, 
brought it to the farm, set it up and returned to pick it up.

We received many photos and thank you cards from the students. 
Th e teachers returned evaluation forms and they were very favor-
able, with some excellent suggestions for next year. Th e teachers 
were impressed with the knowledge gained from the presenters.

A special thank you to the Hanke families who have hosted
Classroom on the Farm for the past nine years. Th ey are special 
hosts and the immaculately clean farm portrays the picture we want 
the children, teachers and chaperones to take home.

Th ank you to Allen Nohl for delivering and picking up the Addie 

the Cow. She was 
a hit with the 
students. Th ank 
you to the station 
presenters includ-
ing: Brian Walsh, 
Kathy Zimbal, 
Chris Booth, 
Erick Rooker, 
Courtney
Perronne Hess, 
Jack Hanke, Pam Geise, Sandra Melius, Jim Hanke, Michelle 
Klemme, Amy Th ieding and Marlene Kammann. You were great.

Th ank you to the tour guides who worked hard getting the
children from station to station: John Eddy, Ken Turba, Judy 
Helmer, Michael Melius, Sue Birkholz, Julie Mentink, Allen Nohl, 
Courtney Booth, Adam McCabe and Donald Fenner.

Th ank you to the lunch ladies Debbie and Jessica Ramel, who 
brought delicious bars and for taking time from your busy schedules 
to bring a hot lunch. It is greatly appreciated.

Th e 10th annual Classroom on the Farm will be held in 2017 some-
time in early May. We extend an invitation to other farmers who 
might be interested in hosting Classroom on the Farm.

If you are interested, please contact Marcia Fenner at 920.467.6750. 
We do have some pre-requests, an application form and we will be 
happy to work with you before the October 1 deadline. It takes 
time to organize Classroom on the Farm for a diff erent farm and 
location. Please keep in mind that we transport children from
Sheboygan and therefore we must be aware of the distance from 
Sheboygan.

By Marcia Fenner, Women's Committee Chair

Students took turns milking Addie the Cow.
Nutritionist Brian Walsh showed visitors how to 

mix a total mixed ration for the cows.

Sheboygan County is Home to District Essay Contest Winner
For the fourth time in fi ve years, Sheboygan 
County has had the District 6 essay contest
winner.

Th ere were 146 entries and the winner was 
Christopher Gallego from Sheridan Elemen-
tary School in Sheboygan.

Wisconsin fourth and fi fth grade students 
were asked to write a 100- to 300-word essay 
with the theme, ‘Tell us about producing 
maple syrup in Wisconsin.’

More than 3,000 Wisconsin students wrote 
essays for the competition sponsored by the 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation, Insight 
FS and We Energies.

Farm Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom program 
provides teachers and K-12 students with an 
understanding of how their food is produced.

Th e program seeks to work within existing 
curricula to provide basic information on our 
nation’s largest industry: agriculture.

Wisconsin’s Ag in the Classroom program is 
carried out by a network of local educators, 
volunteers and representatives from agricul-
tural organizations and businesses. Th e goal of 
the program is to help students gain a greater 
awareness of the role of agriculture in the 
economy and society, so that they may become 
citizens who support wise agricultural policies.
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Several Sheboygan County Farm 
Bureau members attended the Ag 
Women’s Summit on March 4-5.

Th e top-notch speakers and the 
networking opportunities make this 
conference like no other.

Th e general session started with a 
panel discussion on Women in Ag: 
Where We’ve Been and Where We’re 
Heading. After lunch breakout session 
included OMG, GMOs, Working 
with Legislators, Eating and Feeding 
on the Go, just to name a few.

Th e entertainment included a casino 
night where the ladies had a chance to 
win big money.

Saturday morning started with a 
workout option, more breakout ses-
sions and ended with Jerry Apps talk-
ing about the importance of writing 
your own story.

Th is conference is a great way to share 
time with other women in the ag 
community who share similar stories 
and experiences.

Th e Summit’s planning committee 
invites women to save the date for the 
2017 Wisconsin Ag Women’s Summit 
on March 10-11, 2017, at the
Madison Marriot West in Middleton.

For more information, visit
wiagwomenssummit.com.

Erica Helmer and Rachel Schleicher are the recipients 
of Sheboygan County Farm Bureau’s higher education 
scholarships.

Erica Helmer is the 
daughter of John and 
Lynn Helmer of Plym-
outh and received the 
Board of Directors’ 
$1,000 scholarship. 
Erica graduated from 
Plymouth High School 

and plans to attend UW-River Falls to pursue a degree 
in dairy science and agribusiness.

Rachel Schleicher is the daughter 
of Mark and Julie Schleicher of 
Sheboygan Falls and received the 
Women’s Committee’s $500
scholarship. She graduated from 
Sheboygan South High School 
and plans to attend Carroll 
University to pursue a degree in 
exercise science.

For more information about the Sheboygan County 
Farm Bureau’s scholarship program, please contact 
President Mark Ramel at 920.994.2022 or women’s 
committee chair Marcia Fenner at 920.467.6750.
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Leopold Conservation Award Seeks Nominees
Sand County Foundation and Wisconsin Farm Bureau
Federation are accepting applications for the $10,000 Leopold 
Conservation Award, which honors Wisconsin farmers who 
demonstrate exemplary stewardship and management of
natural resources. Last year’s winners were David and Leslie 
Meuer from Calumet County.

Applications are due by August 5. Finalists and the winner 
will be announced in late 2016. For complete application 
information, visit www.leopoldconservationaward.org.

Given in honor of Aldo Leopold’s land ethic, the Leopold 
Conservation Award recognizes extraordinary achievement in 
voluntary conservation on working lands, inspires other
landowners through these examples and provides a visible 
forum where leaders from the agricultural community are rec-
ognized as conservation leaders outside of the industry.

In his infl uential book, A Sand County Almanac (1949),
Leopold called for an ethical relationship between people and 
the land that they own and manage, which he called “an

evolutionary possibility and an ecological necessity.” 

Th e Leopold Conservation Award in Wisconsin is made
possible through the generous support of Farm Credit, 
DuPont Pioneer, Th e Mosaic Company, Th e Lynde and Harry 
Bradley Foundation, American Transmission Company,
Badgerland Financial, We Energies, Alliant Energy Founda-
tion, Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation and the Wisconsin 
Corn Growers Association.

Sheboygan County Farm Bureau Announces Scholarship Recipients

Women’s Committee Updates
In addition to the Essay Contest and Classroom on 
the Farm, the women’s committee is very busy.

Th e women’s committee will be working on a Beef 
Promotion at Miesfeld’s Meats on July 1. Please join 
us.

Th e women’s committee plans the Sheboygan County 
Farm Bureau annual meeting each year. In 2015, the 
speaker was Terry Quam, legislative committee chair 
on the Wisconsin Cattlemen’s Association.

Th e committee also hosts a Christmas party for the 
board of directors and Rural Mutual Insurance agents. 

Jack and Dorene Hanke were guests.

Make sure you save the date for Tuesday, October 11.

Th e women’s com-
mittee meets 11 
times per year, 
usually on the third 
Monday of each 
month at 1 p.m.

We welcome any-
one who is inter-
ested in joining.

We’’re Growing Leaders. 
Be a member of the 2017 Leadership Institute 

 

  

  
The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Leadership Institute develops strong 
and effective county Farm Bureau leaders of all ages and 
experience. As an Institute member you will participate in 
engaging and interactive sessions where you will develop your 
personal leadership skills, dive into your creative side, advocate 
for agriculture and learn more about Farm Bureau’s grassroots 
policy development process.   

Apply today at http://bit.ly/WFBFInstitute.  You won’t regret this 
rewarding experience! 

Applications are due August 15, 2016.  

By Marcia Fenner, Women’s Committee chair

Members Attend Ag Women’s Summit

Debra and Jessica Ramel attended the 

Ag Women’s Summit and enjoyed casino 

night.

    or contact District 6 YFA Chair Carley Blado at

    920.418.2226 or carleyblado@gmail.com.
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There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Life Line (NEW)
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Polaris
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy
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Sheboygan County Farm Bureau Contacts:

Stay up-to-date on all upcoming 
Sheboygan County Farm Bureau 
events by liking us on Facebook!

Save the Date: YFA Social

Join us from 8 p.m. to midnight on Saturday, November 12, 
for a District YFA Social at Twin Fountains in Manitowoc 
featuring the band Spitfi re Rodeo.

Offi  ce Space for Rent
Th e Farm Bureau offi  ce 
building at 1209 Eastern 
Avenue in Plymouth has 
some vacancies and the 
county board of directors 
is looking for tenants.

Th e space includes one 
offi  ce (260 square feet) 
to the left of the main entrance for $400 a month and two 
smaller offi  ces plus an open common area (470 square feet 
total) with new carpeting on the right side of the main 
entrance for $450 per month.

Th e fl oor plan could be divided among two interested parties. 
Rent is $850 per month for the entire space. Heat and
utilities are included. Th ere also are desks available for use at 
no additional charge.

Th e main entrance is at the rear of the building with parking 
spaces included. Short-term leases will be considered. If a 
lease is signed for at least six months, the tenant will receive 
one month free rent.

For more information or to schedule an appointment, please 
contact President Mark Ramel at 920.980.4211.

Upcoming Events
July 

1   Ag in the Classroom reports due
1    YFA Achievement Award/Excellence in Ag
     applications due
1   Women’s Committee Beef Promotion
August 

2   District 6 Discussion Meet
5   Leopold Conservation Award application due
15  Rural Mutual YFA Sponsorship forms due
15  WFBF Institute class applications due

September 

1-5 Sheboygan County Fair
29  Sheboygan Policy Development Meeting
30  Membership Year-End
October

11  Sheboygan County Annual Meeting
31  WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference
       registrations due
November

12  Harvest Dust Off , Twin Fountains
December

2-5  WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference

YFA Social and Bus Tour
District 6 Farm Bureau 
members boarded the 
bus on April 8 for an 
exciting day of farm 
tours.

First was Eastern Wis-
consin DHIC milk 

testing laboratory in Waldo. A local Dairy Herd Improvement 
(DHI) organization that has provided on-farm management 
services since 1945. Th ey continue to update systems to meet 
the changing needs of the modern dairy farm.

Staff  analyze 80,000 samples per month for fat, protein, lac-
tose, solids, milk urea nitrogen, beta-hydroxybutyrate and ace-
tone and diagnostics for Johnes, Luekosis and milk pregnancy.

Second was 
LaClare Farms in 
Pipe. On Decem-
ber 15, 2012, 
LaClare Farms 
broke ground on 
their new facility 
located in Malone 

(Pipe). LaClare Farms is a vertically integrated agricultural 
enterprise of more than 500 milking goats, a creamery, retail 
shoppee and café.

LaClare Farms makes more than 33 diff erent varieties of goat, 
cow and mixed milk cheeses. It is the home of LaClare Farms 
Evalon, which won the U.S. Cheese Championship in 2011 
and other award winning cheeses.

Four of their fi ve children have joined Larry and Clara Hedrich 
on the farm. It is an educational experience for the consumer 
where they can follow a raw product from its beginning to end.

Th ird was Robin-
way Dairy LLC, 
which is a multi-
member limited 
liability corpo-
ration owned 
by Jay and Pam 
Binversie.
Located outside 
of School Hill, 
this dairy is 
expanding their 
business while 
simultaneously 
taking strides in reducing their environmental footprint.

With the care of 25 employees, 1,150 dairy cows are milked 
daily and 700 steers are raised on-site. About 1,400 acres of 
crop land is farmed annually with 600 irrigated acres.

Robinway teamed up with Livestock Water Recycling Systems 
to install the newest technology for converting manure to clean 
water. It is clean enough to drink, but more importantly, it will 
reduce trucks on the roads and the amount of well water being 
used in the dairy operations.

Th ank you to those who attended the tours and thank you 
to Eastern Wisconsin DHIC, LaClare Farms and Robinway 
Dairy for hosting us.


