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A Big THANK YOU! By Mike Strupp, food stand co-chair

Once again, I am happy to report another 
successful fair is in the books. With the help 
of our volunteers and shift leaders, everything 
went rather smoothly. In addition, with the 
help of Mother Nature, our sales were very 
comparable to last year.

With Les Gundrum coping with health 
issues, Les and Mariann were unable to open 
the stand this year. George and Kathy Muth 
stepped up and opened the stand every day. A 
big thank you to George and Kathy.

With the need of approxi-
mately 200 volunteers, we 
tapped into other volunteer 
resources this year. Rytec Cor-
poration in Jackson and the 
Washington County Volunteer 
Center provided approxi-
mately 20 volunteers. Dairy-

land Seed volunteers have 
been helping in our food 
stand for the last three to 
four years and helped us 
again this year.

Th is year we served 
1,716 cream puff s, 5,244 
hamburgers, 1,104 brats, 
576 hot dogs, 1,600 grilled cheese or ham and 
cheese sandwiches and used 106 three-gallon 
tubs of ice cream.

Th ank you to Mariann 
Gundrum and Stephanie 
Egner for co-coordinating 
the volunteer schedule; to 
the volunteers got the mats 
ready and put down in the 
stand; to the volunteers 
who cleaned the build-

ing on Monday so that 
our stand was clean and 
ready to go for the start 
of the fair on Tuesday; to 
Dave Lettow for making 
daily runs to the bank 
and to Linda Th eisen for 
helping count deposits.

Th ank you to the clean-up crew on Sunday 
night. It is gratifying to see volunteers come in 
and help clean the equipment after six days of 
being used.

Th ank you to Bill Hinckley, my co-chair, for 
his help before, during and after the fair.

All volunteers are invited to attend the appre-
ciation dinner on Tuesday, October 4, at the 
Columbian in West Bend. Invitations will be 
mailed.

On July 9, the promotion at the farmers’ market 

increased consumer awareness of beef's nutri-

tional value and how inexpensive most beef 

cuts are, increased sales of beef and promoted 

good consumer and producer relations.

Washington County delegate Max Stowers 

was part of the wreath ceremony at the Tomb 

of the Unknown Soldier during his Citizenship 

Washington Focus experience. The Washington 

County Farm Bureau donated money to 4-H 

members to attend this trip.

For information about home or auto insurance, 
contact your local Rural Mutual agent.

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Rural Mutual Agents in Washington County:

John Quirk, District Manager - (920) 893-1811

Gina Fritsch
(262) 781-1877 
Sam Richison

(262) 707-0101

Bill Dorrance
(262) 338-0686

Dan Push
(262) 338-0656

Alan Melius, Mark Schaefer and Mike Strupp 

posed for a photo.

Larry Schalla worked hard to prepare brats

during the fair.

Lee Kissinger fl ips burgers for hungry fairgoers. 



Congratulations to the 2016 Farm Bureau
scholarship recipients:

•  Tiff any Miller, daughter of Stanley and 
Sherry Miller of Cedarburg, will be a 
sophomore at UW-River Falls.

•  Heidi Neuburg, daughter of Donald and 
Angela Neuburg of Richfi eld, will be a 
freshman at UW-Platteville.

•  Emily Schalla, daughter of Larry and 
Susan Schalla of West Bend, will be a 
senior at UW-River Falls.

•  Ian Wetterau, son of Troy and Laurie 
Wetterau of Germantown, will be a 
junior at UW-Platteville.

•  Jenny Ziemer, daughter of James and 
Sharon Ziemer of Cedarburg, will be in 
her fourth year at UW-Madison School 
of Veterinary Medicine.

Each is entitled to $750 after his or her fall semester and scholarship requirements are met.
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More than 17,000 Fairgoers Reached in Six Days By Judy Kasten

AgAdventureland and the Washington County Fair completed their 
17th successful year. Th e estimate of fairgoers who participated in 
the Farmer for a Day activity is 17,000, this does not include the 
tractors or gardens that fairgoers visited.

Th e AgAdventureland 
committee completed 
another item on the 
to-do list. With the 
assistance of Washington 
County Master Gar-
deners Paul and Jane 
Groth, Hilbert the Steer 
has joined Farmer for a 
Day helping youth learn 
where their food comes 
from. Much time was 
spent this past year on 

creating new fact signage for learning tools, along with a new farmer 
chores route to revitalize the activity.

As always, this project is staff ed by voluneers and funded by gener-
ous donations from: Badgerland Financial, Washington County 
Farm Bureau, Prairie Farms, Washington County Dairy Promotion, 
Tri County Pork Producers, Rytec Doors and Dairyland Seed.
Each year something amazing happens to make the AgAdven-
tureland a success. Th is year the Junior Livestock Sale Committee 
allowed us to have an item in the sale to fundraise for the 2017 fair.
Kevin Hein, a Campbellsport teacher who creates wood barn quilts 
as a hobby, made a barn quilt to be auctioned off .

Th e buyer of the 5x5 barn quilt 
didn’t think it brought enough 
money, so he donated the quilt 
back to AgAdventureland. Th ank 
you to John Bingham Livestock for 
this outstanding gesture.

Th e barn 
quilt that was 
donated back 
to AgAdven-
tureland had a patriotic fl ag theme (pictured 
left). Th e committee is looking for sugges-
tions on how to turn the quilt into money 
before the next fair.

If you know anyone who is 
interested in purchasing the quilt, or if you have ideas on how the 
committee can turn it 
into money, please con-
tact me at 
jkasten2332@earthlink.
net.

We have  started to plan 
for the 2017 fair, please 
make sure you plan a 
visit to the AgAdventure-
land. See you at the fair 
next year!

Hilbert the Hereford Steer was the newest 

addition to the AgAdventureland. 

Scholarships Awarded to Five Ag Students

Washington County Farm Bureau President Ken 

Falk presented the scholarship recipients with a 

certifi cate during the Washington County Fair. 

Recipients pictured with Ken include (L-R) Heidi 

Neuburg, Tiff any Miller, Jenny Ziemer and Emily 

Schalla. Not pictured: Ian Wetterau. 

A Tart Fruit for Fourth 
Grade Students
From the cranberry bog 
to the Th anksgiving 
table, join Sam and his 
family as they harvest a 
classic American fruit.

When the vines hang 
heavy with berries that 
the autumn winds have turned deep red, it's 
time for cranberries, and Sam is fi nally old 
enough to help with the harvest!

Th is charming, lyrical picture book follows 
Sam and his family as they raise the water 
in the bog, pick the cranberries and gather 
the fruit for processing. Time for Cranber-
ries will be donated this fall to our county’s 
fourth grade students by the Ag in the 
Classroom program.
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Proposed Resolutions for 2016 Washington County Annual Meeting
New resolutions for 2016 that will be voted on at the annual 
meeting Tuesday, October 4, are in bold and include:

Local:
1.  We propose that the county board chairman place supervi-

sors with agricultural or ag related business backgrounds on 
committees that deal with ag related issues.

2.  We propose the County Farm Bureau review current 
on farm chemical and fi re regulations, and reporting of 
emergencies to emergency government. We encourage our 
members to work with the emergency government director 
and local fi re departments on reporting of all hazardous 
items and their location. We also encourage FB members to 
develop a fi le on individual farm plans and fi le it with their 
local fi re department.

3.  We encourage and support the continuation of the agricul-
tural clean sweep program, and further recommend it be 
off ered on an annual basis.

4.  We encourage and support development and use of effi  cient 
alternative sources of energy in Washington County.

5.  We encourage the county board to continue support of the 
AIS (Agriculture and Industrial Society), the fair park, and 

their said mission statement thereby preserving the initial 
purpose of the fair park which was to serve and support 
local 4-H, FFA, educational and community events. In 
doing so, you recognize this organization is a non-profi t 
organization and not an entity designed to generate county 
revenue. 

6.   Th e county needs to be more diligent in maintaining 
gravel shoulders to improve public safety and increase road-
way longevity.

7.  We strongly support that all donated naming rights at the 
Washington County Fair Park remain in place.

8.  We support the concept of pollution trading between 
municipalities and the agriculture community to reduce 
the overall level of phosphorus discharged into lakes and 
streams. 

9.  We support local law enforcement to help curb out of 
control violence. 

10.  We encourage the county board to continue to support 
and fi nance Land Conservation Committee and UW-
Extension programs.

11.  We oppose any Highway 60 reliever routes that do not 
utilize existing county and state highways.

State:
1.  We support a dairy producer's right to off er sales of raw 

milk directly to the consumer if it is state regulated.
2.  We support all allocated State funding for all Land 

Conservation Committee programs.
3.  We support maintaining the agricultural technical 

programs and encourage having a curriculum where the 
credits will transfer into the UW system.

4.  We support the ability for immigrant workers to obtain a 
valid drivers license providing they meet the criteria of the 
current state driving requirements. 

5.  We support state bill 344.
6.  We feel property owners should maintain 100% of their 

fence unless the fence is shared on both sides by
    livestock then it should be split 50/50.
7.  We support installation of cost eff ective rural broad-

band. We support expanded cellular and broadband 
telecommunications coverage for rural areas.

National:
1.  We support the AFBF Ditch the Rule campaign. We do not 

support more regulations by EPA. 

Save the Date: YFA Conference, December 2-4
Young Farmer and Agriculturist members 
ages 18-35 are invited to attend the YFA 
Conference December 2-4, 2016 at the 
Kalahari. Th e conference will include 
workshops, entertainment, contests and 
networking time. 

Th e Friday night entertainment will fea-
ture the Soggy Prairie Boys. Th ere will also 
be a bean bag tournament that members 
can participate in. 

On Saturday members can cheer on contestants in the discussion meet, 
watch excellence in agriculture presentations, and attend breakout sessions. 
Th e Saturday morning speaker is Vance Crowe, Director of Millennial 
Engagement at Monsanto Company. Also on Saturday evening is the Farm 
Bureau Extravaganza! featuring Tonic Sol-fa and the Fun’d the Foundation 
Trivia Contest. 

Th e YFA Conference will conclude Sunday morning after the YFA discus-
sion meet fi nals and buff et brunch featuring Aaron Th omas, high school 
principal and coach. 

Young Farmer and Agriculturist members who are interested in attending 
the YFA conference should contact Peter Muth at 262.689.2536. 
Registration is due by October 31. 

FREE On-Farm Silage Plastic Recycling
More than 55 million pounds of agri-
cultural plastic fi lm is sold to farmers 
in Wisconsin each year to be used for 
bunker silo covers, bale wraps and silage 
bags. Proper disposal has been the big-
gest draw¬back, unfortunately the most 
common options up until now was 

burying it in a landfi ll or illegally burning.

A new program by Revolution Plastics is off ering individual 
farms with a free dumpster and free pick up service of agricul-
tural plastics. Th ere are 88 dumpsters on farms in Green County 
where the program was started.

“We have 700 more dumpsters on order to be delivered to 
Wisconsin this summer,” says Louis Vasquez with Revolution 

Plastics and added that Washington County falls within the 
Green County hub and we can expect dumpsters to be available 
for Washington County* as soon as September.

What becomes of this highly recyclable farm waste? Revolution 
Plastics recycles more than 150 million pounds of ag plastics 
each year into LDP irrigation tubing and trash can liners.

To register for free dumpster, depending on your location and 
plastic use, visit www.revolutionplastics.com and fi ll out the 
online request form or call Revolution Plastics at 844.490.7873 
and ask about qualifying for the program.

*  Some of Washington County’s larger farms have started participating 
in this FREE environmental opportunity. Smaller farms, please con-
tact your neighbor fi rst, they may already have one on site.

Kids...Can You Name 26 Corn Words?
Young readers are 
introduced to agri-
culture by providing 
basic information on 
corn. Th e informa-
tion is presented 
simply and to the 
point. Children will 
learn where corn 
comes from, how it is 
used and its relationship to the economy, environment and 
energy consumption.

Awesome Agriculture: Corn an A-to-Z will be donated this fall 
to the county’s kindergarten students by the Ag in the
Classroom program.
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Washington County Farm Bureau Contacts:

For YFA event details, ‘Like’  

Washington County Farm 

Bureau and YFA on Facebook 

and visit wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus.washington.

Annual Meeting and Fair Worker 
Appreciation Dinner
Date: Tuesday, October 4
Location:  Th e Columbian, 3245 Lighthouse Lane
   West Bend
Agenda:  6 p.m. - Registration and Cash Bar
              7 p.m. - Dinner with Business Meeting to follow.
Cost:  $5 per person*
           *All fair food stand workers will receive a free dinner
             voucher in the mail.
RSVP to Mike Strupp at 262.644.0015 by September 27.

All voting members are encouraged to attend and vote on 
Farm Bureau policy.

In addition to the regular items of business coming before the 
members at the annual meeting, the Board of Directors will 
submit for approval by members a bylaw change to change 
the name of the women’s committee to promotion and 
education committee.

Board Nominations Needed for 
October Election
Th e nominating committee is seeking individuals interested 
in serving a three-year term on the Washington County Farm 
Bureau board of directors.

Board meetings are at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Th ursday of 
the month, except July and November. If you are interested, 
please contact nominating committee chair Judy Kasten at 
262.628.9262.

It Started with A Cow Patch…
June 26, was a beautiful, sunny day that 
welcomed Girl Scout Troop 6249 to the 
country.

Many thanks to Mary Jo Witte and her 
son Gus for leading the girls on a veg-
etable adventure. Th ere were many wide 
eyes during the tour when the cucumber 
sorting machine and the carrot clean-
ing equipment was turned on for all to 
see. Yummy fresh treats, aka vegetables, 
brought smiles to young faces.

Cows, heifers, calves and....fair goats?! 
What a fun surprise on this dairy farm! 
Kevin and Melanie Gierach and their 
daughter Lilia spent the afternoon talk-

ing about what happens 365 days a year.

Th e third-grade troop experienced fi rst-
hand the goat pens, calf hutches, stan-
chion barn, milk house and cow yard.

Goodie bags, which included chocolate 
‘Cow Pies’ and dairy fun books, made 
the girls excited to learn more about 
where their food comes from.

“Th e girls had tons of fun. When we 
regrouped during snack afterwards I was 
pleased by how much they learned,” said
Stacey Abraham, McLane Co-Troop 
leader.

Th e Girl Scout troop learned a lot, check 
out what they had to say.
•  There's two kinds of veggie houses: 

green and hot.
•  Witte’s has the only 
machine in the state 
that sorts cucumbers.

•  Witte’s start planting in February.
• Pickles look just like cucumbers.
•  Pickles have to be dilled to be 

pickles.
•  If a cow has twins, a boy and a girl, the heifer 

cannot have babies.
•  A milk sock filters debris out of the milk.
• Cows only have bottom incisors.
•  It’s hard work to live 
on a farm!

Fun’d the Foundation Trivia Contest
Gather your smartest friends for the Farm Bureau trivia con-
test that will be at the YFA Conference and WFBF Annual 
Meeting on Saturday, December 3. Topics will include: 
current events, history, geography, music, movies, sports, 
religion, Farm Bureau and more.
• Teams of six people. $10 per person.
• Th ree rounds of 25 questions.

To sign up, visit wfbf.com/programsevents/event-registration.

Did you know that 
agriculture contrib-
utes 413,000 jobs to 
Wisconsin’s economy 
or 11.9 percent of total 
employment?

Wisconsin Ag in the 
Classroom is proud 
to introduce the 2016 
Wisconsin Farm Facts 
brochure. Th e brochure 
highlights Wisconsin’s 
diverse agriculture 
industry and it’s 
interactive.

To order the brochure, 
visit wisagclassroom.org.


