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Attend Ag Day at the Capitol Ag in the Classroom Matching Grants Available
Join us for Ag Day at the Capitol on March 8 
at the Monona Terrace Convention Center in 
Madison.

Schedule of events
11 a.m. - Registration
11:30 a.m. - Opening program
11:45 a.m. - Lunch
12:45 p.m. - Legislative briefi ngs
3 p.m. - Leave for the Capitol visits

Early registration dead-
line is March 1, $25 
per person; $30 after 
deadline and at the door. 
Don’t miss the opportu-
nity to speak with your 
local legislators about 
issues aff ecting you and 
your farm.

Th e Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom Pro-
gram is accepting applications for match-
ing grants that will be awarded to groups 
that promote agricultural literacy in K-12 
schools.

Ag in the Classroom will award up to $500 
to groups sponsoring programs or projects 
that promote agricultural literacy. Projects 
considered for grants must be targeted 
to grades pre-K through 12 and should 
enhance student knowledge of the contri-
bution made by agriculture.

Projects that use funds toward an ongo-
ing, sustainable education eff ort will 
receive preference over those that involve a 
one-time program. Applicants must have 
a matching source for their project equal 
to the amount of the Ag in the Classroom 
grant.

Th e application deadline for is: March 1. 
To download an application, visit www.wis-
agclassroom.org and go to ‘Quick Links.’ 

For more information, please contact 
Ag in the Classroom coordinator Dar-
lene Arneson at darneson@wfbf.com or 
608.828.5644.

WFBF Seeks Rural Route Photos
Wisconsin Farm Bureau members live and work in some of the 
most beautiful places. In Rural Route, WFBF wants to highlight 
those sights with your families and friends.

Please email your photos (high resolution jpgs, 4x6 
inches at 300 dpi) to lsiekmann@wfbf.com.

Farm Bureau Member Benefi t with Polaris Ending
Eff ective January 13, the mem-
ber benefi t discount partnership 
between Farm Bureau and Polaris 
will end.

“Th e program, which was launched 
in July 2014, has been a popular 

member benefi t for Farm Bureau 
members,” said Tommy Beyea, 
American Farm Bureau Federation’s 
assistant director, member benefi ts. 
“We want to thank Polaris for their 
support over the last two and a half 
years.”

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Rural Mutual Agents in Winnebago County:

- (920) 420-1106

Andrew Ballard
(920) 233-4902

Jon Berger
(920) 230-6886
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YFA Members Celebrate a Successful YFA Conference

Winnebago County YFA members who attended the YFA Conference in 

December at the Kalahari Resorts in Wisconsin Dells included: (L-R) Mary 

Jane Behn, Jared Retzlaff  and Haleigh Ortmeier-Clarke. Not included in 

the photo: Amanda Sandmire, Tyler Volp and Neil Stone.

YFA members participate in an icebreaker event during the district YFA 

meeting held Friday night at the YFA Conference at the Kalahari Resorts 

in Wisconsin Dells.

Promoting Ag in the Classroom
Your help is needed as our county programs pro-
mote Ag in the Classroom educational resources, 
activities, contests, awards and funding opportuni-
ties to local schools, 4-H clubs, FFA chapters, home 
school parents and to others involved in agricultural 
literacy.

How can you help?
•  Contact your county Ag in the Classroom coor-

dinator to learn what your county off ers and how 
you might get involved.

•  During your parent-teacher conferences and inter-
actions, encourage the teachers to visit the Ag in 
the Classroom website.

•  When visiting the classrooms, take materials about 
the fourth and fi fth grade essay contest, matching 
grants, teacher training and other programs.

•  Deliver bookmarks to local public libraries to pro-
mote My American Farm, essay contest and other 
resources.

For more infor-
mation, please 
contact Wis-
consin Ag in 
the Classroom 
coordinator 
Darlene Arneson 
at darneson@
wfbf.com or 
608.828.5644.
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Always have your 
elevator speech 
ready. 
Everyone has 
heard this saying, 
meaning always 
be ready to speak 
with someone on a 
topic. For farmers, 
it’s about always 
be ready to engage 
someone about 
your farm and 
what you do.

Consumers want to feel comfortable where their food comes 
from and is the practice the best for the animals and the 
environment. A major part of engagement is listening to their 
questions. Listen and then share with them your passion for 
farming the way you do. Most consumers do not want you to 
change your farming practices, they simply want to under-

stand why you do things diff erently than your grandfather 
did.

You may also have the opportunity to speak with elected offi  -
cials.  Many times, this will be a very short meeting. Stay on 
topic and share how particular policy aff ects your farm. Th is 
allows them to use your story to help persuade their colleagues 
as they develop the law.

I also want to encourage you to run for an offi  ce. Many local 
boards are perpetually short of hard working people who 
understand the infrastructure and environment around them. 
If that is not possible, invite them to your farm to help them 
understand what you do and what your farm means to your 
community.

Talking to the media or going to schools are other ways 
to engage consumers on a broader scale. Th is may be well 
planned or at short notice. Either way people need to feel 
your passion as you care for your cattle, your crops, the envi-
ronment and the people that you feed.

Th ere are many ways to engage the public. Whether you are 
talking to media, schools, individuals or government offi  cials, 
Farm Bureau has the resources to help you be successful with 
your elevator speech.

Farm Bureau continues to work for you. Th rough WFBF 
Institute, Ag Day at the Capitol, leader trips to Washington, 
D.C., Young Farmer  and Agriculturist programs and Ag in 
the Classroom programs, we continue to provide opportuni-
ties to our members so that you can share your stories and 
your passion for agriculture with people around you.

Remember, always be positive.  With current low commod-
ity prices that is tough.  But remember tough times don’t last, 
tough people do!

God bless and have a prosperous new year!

Kevin Krentz 
WFBF District 5 Director

District Director Report

District 5 Director Kevin Krentz led the 

district caucus meeting during the WFBF 

Annual Meeting.

Delegates at the WFBF Annual Meeting estab-
lished new policy directives for the organiza-
tion on December 5.

Farm Bureau delegates adopted the policies 
that will guide the legislative agenda for the 
state’s largest general farm organization in 
2017. Resolutions were submitted by delegates 
as part of a grassroots policy development 
process.

Recognizing the importance of natural 
resources and the environment, delegates 
opposed any type of blanket regulation that 
would encompass the entire state because of 
the variations in karst types throughout Wis-
consin. Regulations should be specifi c to the 
unique areas aff ected.

Delegates displayed frustration with the cur-
rent federal Dairy Margin Protection Program. 
After considerable in-depth discussion, they 
concluded the need for an improved program 
leading up to the 2018 Farm Bill.

Delegates supported an increase in the overall 
appropriation for the broadband grant pro-
gram. Th ey supported improving and upgrad-
ing the strength and reliability of coverage to 
enable effi  cient use of technology in farming 
practices in rural areas.

Delegates supported disclosure of wolf inci-
dents on farms in Wisconsin by the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR). Th e public 

information should be located on the DNR 
website, establishing warning areas when wolf 
packs are involved and providing instant email 
notifi cation of all incidents.

In regards to livestock and animal welfare, del-
egates supported farmers in consultation with 
their veterinarians deciding and administering 
husbandry practices that are appropriate for 
their farm.

Th ey also supported more education for 
consumers on the merits of common animal 
husbandry practices. In addition, delegates 
supported the use of scientifi cally proven tech-
nologies for agricultural production practices.

Delegates from the Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s 
61 county Farm Bureaus also voted to:
•  Support the state’s livestock premise registra-

tion program.
• Support the state’s fence law.
•  Support a process by which atrazine 

restricted areas can be repealed.
•  Support the inclusion of wild parsnip on the 

state’s noxious weed list.
•  Support funding for the Wisconsin Environ-

mental Education Board.

On the federal level, delegates supported:
•  Improving milk quality by lowering the 

somatic cell count limit to 400,000 cells per 
milliliter.

•  Th e use of scientifi cally proven technologies 
for agricultural production practices.

•  Farmers in consultation with their veterinar-
ians deciding and administering husbandry 
practices that are appropriate for the farm. 

•  Requiring Congressional approval of any 
new federal regulation before fi nal imple-
mentation. 

Th e federal resolutions will be forwarded to 
the American Farm Bureau Federation for 
consideration at its annual convention next 
month.

Delegates Set Policy for 2017 at WFBF Annual Meeting

Winnebago County Farm Bureau members who 

were delegates included: (L-R) Rob Stone, Randi 

Brooks and Jim Kasten.

Promotion and Education Committee ‘Playbook’ Online
Th e WFBF Promotion and Education Com-
mittee was busy collecting plays that happen 
at the local level. Th ey compiled the plays and 
put them together in a ‘Playbook.’ Th e pur-
pose of the ‘Playbook’ is to provide counties 
with ideas and resources for planning county 
activities and events. 

Th roughout the ‘Playbook,’ you will fi nd 
activities and events for all ages, time frames 
and budgets. Updates to the ‘Playbook’ will 
be made quarterly. If you have events that you 
want included in the next update, submit a 
play submission sheet.

To check out the ‘Playbook,’ visit
wfbf.com/programsevents/promotion-and-
education/playbook.

AFBFA Outreach Team Members Needed
Who:  Farmers, ranchers, teachers, volunteers, 

Farm Bureau committee members, ag 
leaders or industry representatives

What:  American Farm Bureau Foundation for 
Agriculture’s Outreach Team

Why:  Help get the word out about the Foun-
dation’s educational resources. You can 
help others learn what the Foundation 
has to off er by presenting at regional 
and state events. Outreach team mem-
bers will receive advance notice on 
grants and new materials, be featured 
in new resources, have opportunities to 
pilot new programs and infl uence the 
development of new resources.

How:  To become a team member you will 
need to complete these steps:

•  Complete Planning with 
the Pillars: Part 1 and Part 
2 eLearning courses at 
Farm Bureau University.

•  Conduct one classroom 
visit, fair or other event 
presentation using AFBFA materials and 
complete a refl ection survey.

•  Attend one Outreach Team Culminating 
Workshop at AFBF Annual Convention, 
FUSION or via Virtual Webinar.

We are excited to spread the Foundation’s 
reach with your help.

For more information, visit
www.agfoundation.org/outreach-team.



During the last month of the year, the county 
dairy promotion committee was still active. 
A chocolate milk promotion was held at the 
Christine Anne Center’s 14th Annual Race for 
the Light.

Chocolate milk was provided for runners along 
with information on how Chocolate Milk is a 
great recovery drink after a 5K run.

Th ere were more than 1,000 runners  who par-
ticipated on December 3.

In an eff ort to support food pantries in our 
county, we distributed cheese and butter in 
advance of the holiday season. We also got some 

informational cheese pamphlets so that the pan-
tries could distribute with the cheese. Th e cheese 
and butter was donated by the Winnebago 
County Farm Bureau.

Please mark your 
calendars for June 
10. Th is will be the 
Breakfast on the Farm 
at Omro Dairy. Th is 
will be a big event and 
we would like to have 
to volunteer to help. Please contact Dan Hinz or 
Nick Schneider for more information. 

Wishing everyone a prosperous 2017!

President, Charlie Knigge

Vice President, Jim Kasten

Secretary/Treasurer, Dan Hinz 

YFA Chair, Brittany  Teske

Director, Brock Baker

Director, Cecelia Brooks

Director, Randi Brooks

Director, Jade Buchholz

Director, Dan Carpenter

Director, Russ Kriha 

Director, Brian Poppy

Director, Kevin Radloff 

Director, Nick Radloff  

Director, Amanda Sandmire

Director, Amy Zentner
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District 5 Coordinator, Becky Hibicki

RMIC District Manager, Tom Gustafson
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There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Budget (NEW)
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Life Line (NEW)
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy

Winnebago County Farm Bureau Contacts:

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/winnebagoWinnebago County Farm Bureau: 866.666.8015

Upcoming Events
February
4 Stompin’ at the Shed, Oshkosh

March
8 Ag Day at the Capitol
10-11 Ag Women’s Summit, Middleton

April
1  Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest 

deadline

Wisconsin fourth and fi fth grade 
students are being encouraged to 
participate in the Wisconsin Ag in 
Classroom essay contest answer-
ing the statement, ‘Tell us about 
cranberry production in Wisconsin 
during one of the four seasons.’

Essay submissions must be 100- to 
300-words in length and will be 
judged on content, grammar, spell-

ing and neatness. All contest rules, lesson plans and sample 
classroom activities are located at wisagclassroom.org. Partici-
pating students and schools need to submit essays by April 1.

Th e essay contest coincides with the Wisconsin Ag in the 
Classroom book of the year Time for Cranberries by Wisconsin 
author Lisl H. Detlefsen.

Th e book and essay topic will allow students to learn about 
cranberries and the important role they play in agriculture. 

One county winner will be selected and will be forwarded on 
to the district level. Each district winner will receive a class-
room presentation in May for their homeroom or class.

A state winner will be selected from nine district winners in 
May by the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation’s Promo-
tion and Education Committee. As a special treat for the state 
winner this year, the author of the book will visit his or her 
classroom to do a special presentation. 

Last year, more than 3,000 students participated in the contest. 

Th e contest is sponsored by Insight FS, We Energies and the 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation.

Ag in the Classroom is designed to help students in kinder-
garten through high school to understand the importance of 
agriculture. It is coordinated by the Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Federation in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture and by a grant from the Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection.

If you know of any fourth or fi fth grade students who want to 
write an essay, please contact Ag in the Classroom coordinator 
Darlene Arneson at darneson@wfbf.com or 608.828.5664.

For essay contest information and rules, and more about Ag in 
the Classroom, visit www.wisagclassroom.org 

Ag in the Classroom Announces Essay Contest and Book of the Year

Knigge Attends Presidents Training

Winnebago County President Charlie Knigge (far right) along 

with four other new county presidents, attended the WFBF New 

President’s Training Meeting on December 14-15 in Madison.

Runners enjoyed choco-

late milk donated by the 

Winnebago County Farm 

Bureau dairy promotion 

committee.

Dairy Promotion Committee Update By Dan Hinz, dairy promotion chair

No Phone in Construction Zones
As of October 1, it is illegal to talk on a 
handheld mobile device while driving in a 
Wisconsin road work zone when road work-
ers are present. Th is applies to all roads of 
the state and also applies to farmers driving 
implements of husbandry and agricultural 
commercial motor vehicles (Ag-CMVs).

Th e only exception to this law is that a call can be made to 
report an emergency to 911.

Read more about our Transportation Tidbits initiative at:
http://bit.ly/TransportationTidbit.


