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Winnebago County Farm Bureau

YFA Stompin’ At the Shed Party a Success
Th e Winnebago County YFA committee organized a successful 
Stompin’ at the Shed party on February 6 at Brighton Acres in 
Oshkosh. More than 275 people attended the event. Once again 
the highlight of the evening was the tug of war contest!

Th ank you to the Winnebago YFA committee for their work in 
organizing the event including Charlie Knigge, Russ Kriha, Jade 
Buchholz, Neil Stone and Brittany Teske.

Also, thank you to the many area businesses that made the event 
possible. Th e committee is already making plans for next year. 
If you have suggestions or want to get involved in the planning 

process, please contact Brittany Teske at 920.379.0419.

Robert Abel, Angela Andre, 

Armanda Avila, John Bates, 

Lyle Bauknecht, Randall 

Beck, Mary Jane Behm, 

William Benson, John 

Blake, Jacob Buskager, 

Daniel Carpenter, Matt 

Drexler, Natalie Dom-

browski, Kailyn Draeger, 

Scott Ewald, Daniel Frank, 

Adam Goerlitz, Brian 

Grundman, Justin Hart, 

Amanda Hughes, Kit Jan-

sen, Ryan Jones, Gavin 

Kasten, Jason Kossel, Justin 

Kunde, Jennifer Kunde, 

Trinidad Lopez, Darrell 

Mccauley, Abbey Ott, Cody 

Poppe, Haley Raff erty, 

Edward Riddick, Branden 

Schleif, Mark Schuster, 

Kalie Spencer, Phillip Stadt-

mueller, Staci Williams and 

Kyle Zastrow. 

Welcome New 
Members

For information about home or auto insurance, 
contact your local Rural Mutual agent.

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Rural Mutual Agents in Winnebago County:

Andrew Ballard
(920) 233-4902

Jon Berger
(920) 230-6886

Tom Gustafson, District Manager 
(920) 420-1106

Tim J. Meyers
(920) 410-7992



Th e Winnebago County Dairy Breakfast will be held at Morrissey 
Road Guernseys on Saturday, June 11. Breakfast prices are $7 for 
adults, $3 for kids ages 4-11 and kids three and younger eat for free. 
Breakfast will be served from 8 a.m. to noon. Th e breakfast menu 
will consist of eggs, sausage, pancakes, cheese, milk, coff ee and ice 
cream. Morrissey Road Guernseys can be found at 2139 Morrissey 
Road in Ripon. Travel on Highway 91 for approximately one mile 
west of Waukau, then turn south on Rush Lake Drive. 

Morrissey Road Guern-
seys began long before 
the Stone family moved 
to Morrissey Road. Th e 
Stone farming legacy 
began in 1852 when Rob 
Stone’s great-great-grand-
parents relocated here 
from Maine. Th e original 
farm is located on High-
way 91 and was farmed by 
futuregenerations. As with 
most Wisconsin farms, 
Rob’s great-great grand-
parents began with wheat 
and slowly transitioned to 
dairy farming. Th ey began 
with 11 cows, all of which 
were milked by hand. 
At fi rst, the cream was 
separated from the milk 
and the cream was sold to 
Koro Creamery for butter. 

 
In 1962, Rex and Ruth Stone moved themselves and fi ve kids to 
Morrissey Road. Th e farm began with about 25 cows and they 
worked 200 acres. As farm families often do, everyone took an 
important role in helping out. Th e Stone family was no diff erent. 
From the oldest, Susan, to Rob, the youngest, they all did their 
share. Even today, the farm is run by Rob and his father Rex, while 
brothers, Stewart and Ken and nephew Josh all have very active 
roles in the day-to-day operation. Rob’s son, Ben, is taking on 
responsibilities such as milking and calf care when he is not partici-
pating in FFA, 4-H and sports activities. He will be a freshman at 
Omro High School next year. 
 
In 2012 the Stones added a free-stall barn and eight-cow swing 
milking parlor. With the free-stall barn, the cows have a better 
environment and are more calm and relaxed. In the summer, the 
non-milking cows (such as those close to calving) enjoy roaming 
the nearby pasture, grazing and calving in the outside environment. 
A combination of the free-stall and pasture allow the cows comfort 
which boosts production and longevity of the herd. Th e free-stall 
barn is equipped with overhead fans and adjustable curtains that 
can be raised and lowered to maintain an even climate for the cows 

year-round. Th e farm can accommodate 100 cows at full capacity. 
Th e Stone family is proud to produce high quality milk that goes to 
award winning cheese at Land O’ Lakes. 

Th e breakfast planning committee consisting of members of the 
Winnebago County Farm Bureau and Winnebago County Milk 
Promotion Committee would like to thank a long list of sponsors 
with special recognition going to Platinum sponsors including: 
Beck’s Meat Processing for providing the breakfast sausage, DL 
Agricultural Electric for wiring the event, the local McDonald’s 
owners and operators of Northeastern Wisconsin and Upper Michi-
gan for donating milk, Community Ag Service and the Wisconsin 
Milk Marketing Board for fi nancial support. 
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Save the Date – County Annual Meeting 
Th e Winnebago County Farm Bureau annual meeting 
will be held October 13. Watch your next newsletter for 
more details. 

Plan to Attend the Winnebago County Dairy Breakfast!

The Rob and Vicki Stone family will host 

the Winnebago County Dairy Breakfast 

on June 11.
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District Director Report
We are moving into a very 
important presidential cycle.

Th e U.S. has major issues that 
need to be addressed in the 
coming years. An overreach-
ing EPA, a vacant Supreme 
Court Judge seat, border 
security and two major trade 
deals.

Producing food requires 
natural resources. We must 
protect our soil, air and water 

qualities. Th e EPA is moving in a direction trying to control 
much more land every time it rains. Farmers have been tilling 
the soil and applying nutrients for hundreds of years.

During those years, farmers continue to lower their carbon 
footprint per pound of protein and per pound of energy pro-

duced. Timing of farming practices are critical and we must 
have an EPA that will not require a permit for everything that 
a farmer does. Th ere are much more realistic approaches of 
protecting our vital resources.

Immigration also is an important part of the U.S. history. 
Many of our descendants came to America looking for a bet-
ter life for their family. Th ey were hard-working people with 
many talents. Th ey helped build and protect America. Th e 
next administration must protect our borders from the many 
threats. It also is important to build a comprehensive immi-
gration system that works for this country.

Th e next President also must address the ability and the 
profi tability of moving products around the world. Trade 
is a major source of income for farmers, and the U.S. has a 
reputation of quality and consistent products. Th ere has been 
discussion of candidates wiping out trade deals when they get 
into offi  ce. Neglecting a current trade deal will take us out of 
any future negotiations.

If we also look at potential income, we must look at projected 
population growth. China eliminated their one-child rule. 
Asia has a projected population of fi ve billion and Africa, four 
billion in the next 40 years. While America and Europe are 
considered aging markets. Another major trade deal is on the 
horizon. Th e countries involved in the Trans Pacifi c Partner-
ship (TPP) represents 11 percent of the global population 
and 38 percent of the global gross domestic product. Having 
global countries buy U.S. products is a major way to improve 
our economy.

Th is presidential campaign is important in many ways. Th e 
next administration could aff ect us many years past their 
offi  ce. It is critical that we vote for a candidate that is vision-
ary and will give us the ability to guide America into the 
future. We have a very interesting road ahead.

God bless and have a safe growing season!
Kevin Krentz
WFBF District 5 Board Director

District YFA Contest Training Night
District 5 will conduct a Young Farmer and Agriculturist 
contest training for the Discussion Meet, Excellence in Ag 
and Achievement Award on at 7 p.m. on June 16 at Goose-
blind Grill and Bar in Green Lake. No cost to attend. Meal 
will be provided. Come and learn about the YFA contests.

Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation’s YFA program is for 
members between 18 and 35 years old. Th e program off ers 
opportunities for leadership, skills development and for YFA 
members to meet and network with their peers.

Farm Bureau members between the ages of 18 and 35 are 
eligible for the Achievement Award, Discussion Meet and 
the Excellence in Agriculture Award.

Th e winners of these contests on the state level will compete 
at the American Farm Bureau Federation Annual Conven-
tion on January 8-11, 2017, in Phoenix, Arizona.

Achievement: 
Th e Achievement 
Award judges 
participants on 
their involvement 
in agriculture, 
leadership ability, 
involvement and 
participation in 
Farm Bureau and 
civic and service 
organizations. 
Applicants must 
derive a majority of 
their income from 
on-farm produc-
tion for the past 
three years.

Excellence in 
Agriculture: Th e 
Excellence in 
Agriculture Award 
judges participants 
on their involve-
ment in agricul-
ture, leadership 
ability, involve-

ment and participation in Farm Bureau and other civic and 
service organizations. Applicants must derive a majority of 
their income from a non-production agribusiness enterprise 
for the past three years. Examples are an agriculture teacher, 
fertilizer salesperson, veterinarian, farm employee, agricul-
tural writer or marketer.
 
Discussion Meet: Th e YFA Discussion Meet provides young 
members an opportunity to demonstrate their speaking skills 
on agricultural-related topics. Contestants are judged on 
their problem-solving skills as they discuss timely topics with 
their colleagues. Each of WFBF’s nine districts will hold a 
district meet competition this fall.

For more information, please contact District 5 Coordinator 
Becky Hibicki at 920.517.2445 or bhibicki@wfbf.com.

All are welcome to attend.

Th e District 5 Discussion Meet will be held at 7 p.m. on Monday, 
August 29, at Christianos Pizza in Green Lake. Th e cost for the 
meal is $12.

For more information, please contact District YFA Representative 
Amanda Knoch at 608.369.1091.

WFBF YFA Discussion Meet Questions and Topics
Please Note: All 2016 District Discussion Meet contests will use and 
discuss Topic Question #5.
1.  American agriculture depends on a foreign-born labor force. 

How would you draft a national immigration policy?
2.  How can we ensure that farmers and ranchers, not government 

agencies, are driving the management of natural resources?
3.  How can we as farmers and ranchers maintain ‘ownership’ of our 

intellectual and proprietary information? (Big data, unmanned 
aerial vehicles, unauthorized videos.)

4.  Th e nation’s tax policy has become increasingly complicated and 
cumbersome. What should a balanced and benefi cial tax policy 
look like for agriculture?

5.  Today’s food companies employ many tactics to gain a mar-
keting edge. What is the purpose of food labels? How can 
Farm Bureau work to ensure that consumers understand the 
labels and have confi dence in the safety and quality of their 
food?

Plan to Attend the District 5 YFA 
Discussion Meet

Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendar

June
11  Winnebago County Dairy Breakfast
16  District YFA Contest Training Night - Goose-

blind Grill and Bar, Green Lake

August
3-7 Winnebago County Fair - Oshkosh
29  District 5 Discussion Meet - Christanos Pizza,  

Green Lake

October
3 Winnebago County Annual Meeting



President, Jim Kasten

Vice President, Charlie Knigge 

Secretary/Treasurer, Dan Hinz 

YFA Chair, Brittany  Teske

Director, Cecelia Brooks

Director, Randi Brooks

Director, Jade Buchholz

Director, John Egan

Director, Carol Ihde

Director, Russ Kriha 

Director, Kevin Radloff 

Director, Nick Radloff  

Director, Amanda Sandmire

Director, Amy Zentner

Winnebago County Farm Bureau 

WFBF Board Director, Kevin Krentz

District 5 Coordinator, Becky Hibicki

RMIC District Manager, Tom Gustafson

920.658.3036

920.685.5531

920.376.0371

920.379.0419

920.420.3660

920.420.2634

608.369.1044

920.379.3800

920.722.2961

608.436.4764

920.589.5515

920.379.7540

608.434.0117

920.426.1056 

866.666.8015 

920.361.7380

866.355.2029

920.420.1106

There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar 
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Polaris
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy

Winnebago County Farm Bureau Contacts:

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/winnebagoWinnebago County Farm Bureau: 866.666.8015

Dairy Promotion Committee Update 
By Dan Hinz, Dairy Promotion Committee Chair

Th e Winnebago County Dairy Promotion Committee has 
been planning for this year’s Breakfast on the Farm at Rob 
and Vicki Stone’s dairy farm (Morrissey Road Guernseys) on 
Saturday, June 11, from 8 a.m. to noon. Volunteers will be 
needed on Friday, June 10 for setup and on the day of the 
breakfast to help with food prep, serving and educational dis-
plays around the farm. Volunteers can contact Amy Zentner at 
920.426.1056.

Th e Winnebago County Dairy Promotion Committee along 
with help from YFA members did a chocolate milk promotion 
at the Oshkosh Marathon this year. Runners competed in a 
5K, half marathon or marathon. We were waiting for every-
one at the fi nish line with chocolate milk. Chocolate milk is 
proven to be the best recovery drink for athletes with milk’s all 
natural nutrients. It is neat to see the runners chug a carton of 
milk after their run. 

I hope to see many members at this year’s Breakfast on the 
Farm as we celebrate June Dairy Month.

Please check out the newsletter for more information on both 
of these events!

Local Students Attend Farm Bureau’s FFA Farm Forum
Winneconne FFA members were among the nearly 200 high 
school students who attended the Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s 
FFA Farm Forum in Wisconsin Rapids February 19-20. 

“Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau is proud to host this annual 
event with the FFA to help grow the next crop of agricultural 
leaders in Wisconsin,” said Jim Holte, Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Federation President. 

During the two-day event at Hotel Mead in Wisconsin Rapids, 
FFA members attended workshops that covered topics includ-
ing post-high school agricultural opportunities, social media, 
agriculture advocacy and leadership.

Joining Holte as keynote speakers at the event were Jonathan 
Eckelberg, digital content specialist at the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Tourism and Ethan Giebel, director of education at 
Cooperative Network.

Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation sponsors the FFA 
Farm Forum in cooperation with the Wisconsin Association 

of FFA. Th is year’s FFA Farm Forum marks the 44th year the 
Farm Bureau family of affi  liates has sponsored the event for 
Wisconsin youth.

Members of the Winneconne FFA chapter attended the Wisconsin 

Farm Bureau’s FFA Farm Forum February 19-20 in Wisconsin Rap-

ids. They included: (L-R) Callie Burns, Dawson Ernst, Austin Treml 

and Kale Maves. The students were sponsored by the Winnebago 

County Farm Bureau.

Winnebago County Members 
Attend Ag Day at the Capitol
Members of Winnebago County Farm Bureau along with 
nearly 400 other farmers and members from various farm 
and commodity groups throughout Wisconsin attended Ag 
Day at the Capitol on January 27 at the Monona Terrace 
Convention Center in Madison. Ag Day at the Capitol is the 
largest gathering of farmers from across the state convening 
to learn more about issues in agriculture as well as meeting 
with their state representatives. 

Come to the Winnebago County Fair!
Th e Winnebago County Fair will be August 3-7. Th e Win-
nebago County Farm Bureau will operate a food stand and 
the committee has already begun planning for this year’s fair. 
 
Make sure to check out the Farm Bureau food stand at the 
fair and be prepared to experience something new!

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Russ 
Kriha at 608.436.4764.

Check Out the Winnebago County 
Farm Bureau on Facebook!
Th e Win-
nebago County 
Farm Bureau is 
on Facebook. 
Check it out and 
‘like’ the page to 
stay up-to-date 
on all the events 
and activities of 
the Winnebago 
County Farm 
Bureau.

Secretary of the Department Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 

Protection Ben Brancel addressed attendees at Ag Day at the 

Capitol held January 27. 


