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Mark Your Calendars for Ag Day at the Capitol

Presented by:

Th ank You to Our Sponsors:

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Early Registration Deadline: January 22
Cost:  $25 per person by registration 

deadline.
$30 after deadline and at the door.

3:00 p.m.  Leave for Capitol Visits

11:00 a.m. Registration
11:30 a.m. Opening Program
11:45 a.m. Lunch
12:45 p.m. Legislative Brie  ng

Schedule of Events:

AG DAY AT THE CAPITOL
The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation invites you to attend

Monona Terrace Convention Center • Madison, WI
January 27, 2016

Raise Your Voice; Attend Ag 
Day at the Capitol
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, January 
27, and plan to attend Ag Day at the Capitol.

It’s important for all of us to raise our voice on 
issues. Take a few minutes to be familiar with 
an issue that is aff ecting you and call your 
legislators.

Inform them about how important agriculture 
is in Wood County and share your views on 
issues and how they aff ect your farm.

Remember when you talk to your legislators 
to be respectful and thank them for their sup-
port.

If you are interested in attending, please
contact Ashleigh Calaway at 866.355.7348 or
acalaway@wfbf.com.



Wood County Farm Bureau hosted its second annual summer picnic and the board 
decision to focus on farm safety was a huge success.

Th e board partnered with the National Farm Medicine Center as well as the Auburn-
dale Fire Department. Th e highlight of the event was the Rollover Protective Struc-
ture (ROPS) program available through the National Farm Medicine Center and the 
Auburndale Fire Department’s grain rescue kit.

For more information about the ROPS program, please call the ROPS hotline at 
877.767.7748 or visit www.ropsr4u.com. To help plan next year’s summer picnic, 
please contact Charlie Fox.
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Second Annual Summer Picnic Focuses on Farm Safety

Every year members from 
across the county gather for a 
night fi lled with great conversa-
tion, education and, of course, 
business and this year was no 
diff erent.

Th is year, the board had Kim 
Bremmer from Ag Inspirations 
as their keynote speaker. She 
talked to members about how 
they can connect to the con-
sumers and how to address the 
misconceptions on agriculture. 
For more information about Kim Bremmer visit www.aginspira-
tions.com.

If you want to know about the business section of the meeting then 

check out the 
resolutions 
that passed 
at the annual 
meeting under 
the grassroots 
policy section. 
Th ese resolu-
tions, along 
with others 
from around 
the state, will 
be submitted to the state Policy Development Committee.

Th e board also decided to add an awards component to the annual 
meeting and awarded Harold Altenburg with the Friend of Agricul-
ture Award and Josh and Ashleigh Calaway with the Outstanding 
Young Farmer and Agriculturist Award.
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What a wonderful way to spend a weekend!

Th is year’s annual fall women’s summit took place at 
Holland’s Family Cheese in Th orp. It was an amaz-
ing afternoon fi lled with touring their beautiful dairy 
farm, sampling diff erent types of Gouda cheese and, of 
course, wine.

It truly was an amazing day. I know a lot of ladies 
missed it because of harvest. Do you think if we did 
the tour in the summer it would be better? If so, please 
contact Charlotte Rasmussen at charlotter@ceas.coop.

District 8 Women’s Summit Tour Captures Interests

Th e proposed bylaw change: Change the name of the WFBF 
Women's Committee to Promotion and Education Committee.
 
Let’s talk about the bylaw change and how it will aff ect your 
county women's program.
 
First of all how will this aff ect the WFBF Women's Commit-
tee? Th e recommendation provides that the WFBF Women's 
Committee members will continue to serve as members of the 
WFBF Promotion and Education Committee for the remainder 
of the service term.

What happens next? Because changing the name of the WFBF 
Women's Committee requires a change to the WFBF bylaw, this proposal will go before the 

voting delegates at the WFBF Annual Meeting in December. A two-thirds majority vote is 
required to make a change to the WFBF bylaws.
 
How will this proposed change aff ect my county Farm Bureau? If passed by the delegates, this 
WFBF bylaw change will not require any county Farm Bureau to change from a women's
program to a promotion and education program. It only applies to the WFBF Women's
Committee. Counties that wish to continue with a women's committee will continue to do so, 
the committee members, structure and programs will not change.

We hope that your delegates will support the update at the WFBF Annual Meeting. Th e
programs at the county level will stay the same.

Also, please make sure to save the date for the Wisconsin Ag Women's Summit on March 4-5, 
2016. For more information, visit wiagwomenssummit.com.

Opportunity for the Future – Proposed Bylaw Change By Charlotte Rasmussen, District 8 Women’s Committee Representative

Connecting with your County Farm Bureau – 
What is Valuable to You?
As with every organization, the desire to connect with its membership is a tricky 
one. It’s one that every board tries to fi nd out what way is best. Th e Wood 
County Farm Bureau board of directors is no diff erent.

Th is survey will help answer these questions. Please mail it to Wood County 
Farm Bureau, P.O. Box 5550, Madison, WI 53705 or email it to
acalaway@wfbf.com to be entered into a prize drawing.

Name 

Telephone 

Email address 

Do you receive the WFBF Ag Newswire via email?     Yes       No       Unsure
Do you have a Facebook account?       Yes      No
Which best describes your day-to-day work? (please check all that apply)
     Ag business          Farming/production ag
     Retired       None of these, but I support Wisconsin agriculture

Learn about Wood County Farm Bureau. Please check all that interests you.
 Educate students/parents on where their food comes from
    Hosting or volunteering at a farm tour
    Being a farm tour guide
    Visiting elementary school classrooms
    Agriculture promotions – Corn Festival Breakfast
    Discussing local legislative and political topics
    Ag Day at the Capitol
    Resolutions drafting
    Farm safety
    Food Link
  Attend WFBF Annual Meeting
    Summer Picnic
    Membership drives and recruiting
    Social/happy hours
    Strategic planning
    Writing newsletter articles or taking photos at events
    Young Farmer and Agriculturist (age 18 to 35 years old)

Have ideas to share, questions or comments? We want to hear from you.

Do you know someone who wants to be involved in Wood County Farm 
Bureau? Th ink of your neighbors, friends, family, sons, daughters, veterinarians, 
milk haulers, nutritionists, consultants or anyone involved in agriculture.

Growing, Growing, Growing: What it’s Like to be a Part of the 
2015 Institute Program By Brad Weber 

Th is year, Wood County 
Farm Bureau sponsored its 
second WFBF Institute par-
ticipant and I am privileged 
to represent the county.

Th e program is designed to 
develop future leaders not 
only for Farm Bureau, but 
in the communities where 
they live. Each year 15 

members are selected from throughout the state.

Th e group meets fi ve times during the year. In Janu-
ary the focus was on emotional intelligence, iden-
tifying what kind of person we each are and proper 
dinner etiquette. Attendees also were given the oppor-
tunity to listen to Craig Culver, founder of Culver’s.

In March, the focus was social media and how to tell 
your agriculture story. Participants also learned how 
to conduct media interviews and proper meeting 
room etiquette.

Our April meeting was a tour of Minhas Craft Brew-
ery in Monroe. We also learned how to use our cre-
ative side by doing a number of creativity activities.

During the September workshop we listened to Tom 
Lochner with the Wisconsin State Cranberry  Grow-
ers Association, Mike Cowles with Wisconsin Towns 
Association, Joe Murray with the Wisconsin Realtors 
Association and Jeff  Lyon with the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection. 
We participated in a mock legislative testimony on an 
agricultural issue.

Th e upcoming November workshop will focus on 
farm policy, national and global issues and the use of 
technology in the agriculture world.

Th e fi nal gathering will be held in conjunction with 
the WFBF Annual Meeting. We will be recognized 
for completing the program.

In April of 2016, participants will travel to Washing-
ton, D.C., to tour iconic sights and meet with repre-
sentatives to discuss critical issues facing agriculture.

I am honored and humbled to be a participant of the 
program and want to thank the board and county for 
making this life changing experience happen. Th is last 
year has been a growing year and I look forward to 
applying what I have learned for years to come.
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There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Stroke Detection Plus
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar (NEW)
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Polaris
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/woodWood County Farm Bureau: 877.583.6897

Wood County Farm Bureau Contacts:

I can’t believe another year has 
come and gone for the Wood 
County Farm Bureau and what a 
year it has been!

Th is year the Wood County 
Farm Bureau gave out $1,500 
in scholarships, ended the year 
with a voting and total gain in 
members compared with last 
year, held Young Farmer and 
Agriculturist programs, held a 
second annual summer picnic 

that focused on farm safety, met with elected offi  cials at Ag 
Day at the Capitol and held the annual meeting.

Th e county is continuing to grow and fl ourish under the guid-
ance of the board. Th ey can’t continue to do this on their own. 
Th e board wants your help this coming year.

Are you interested in policy and development – the  key part 
of this grassroots organization? What about helping elementary 
students learn about agriculture? Th en check out the Ag in the 
Classroom program. Are you a woman in agriculture looking 
to get off  of the farm or out of the offi  ce to spend some time 
with other women in agriculture? Th en check out the county’s 
women’s program.

Maybe you are 18 to 35 years old and looking to meet other 
young farmers and agriculturists? Th en you need to hook up 
with the county’s YFA program. Maybe your passion is meet-
ing with your elected offi  cials and telling your story? All of this 
and more is possible by getting involved with Wood County 
Farm Bureau.

Not sure who to connect with to get involved, visit the board 
directory in this newsletter or visit wfbf.com/countyfarmbu-
reaus/wood or call their toll free number at 877.583.6897.

Now That’s a Wrap By Ashleigh Calaway, District 8 Coordinator

Grassroots Policy Presented at Annual Meeting 
Below is the list 
of resolutions that 
the Wood County 
board of directors 
presented at their 
annual meeting on 
September 11. All 
resolutions passed 
and will be sent 
to the state Policy 
Development Com-
mittee.

If you have ques-
tions, concerns or maybe you think that there is another press-
ing issue that needs to dealt with, then make sure your voice is 
heard by contacting your board members. 

Environmental Stewardship
1.  We support managed grazing as an approved method of 

stream bank management.
2.  We are in favor of uniform and consistent regulation/fi nes 

of manure.
3.  We support a hunting season on cougars in Wisconsin.
4.  We support the removal of wolves from the endangered spe-

cies list.
5.  We support farmer-led water quality eff orts with the help of 

the land conservation department, providing there are funds 
available to help farmers in making the improvements on 
their property.

6.  We are in favor of farmers working with point sources pro-
viding farmers are not held liable for non-point sources out 
of their control (cap).

7.  We support a hunting season on sandhill cranes with ag tags 
available in problem areas.

8.  We oppose the EPA waters of the United States (WOTUS) 
and encourage the EPA and American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion to meet to work out disagreements with WOTUS.

Ag Promotion 
9.  We are opposed to the labeling of non-dairy products to be 

labeled as milk.
10.  We support uniform and consistent standards for all third- 

party certifi cation. Th ese costs should not be transferred to 
the farmer.

Transportation
11.  We support requiring all animal drawn vehicles that trans-

port people without rubber tires to have a slow moving 
vehicle sign and proper lighting on public roads and pay a 
registration fee to aid in the transportation budget.

12.  We support requiring all shoed horses to wear rubber shoes 
when traveling paved roads.

13.  We support more equal distribution of state road funds to 
rural areas.

Labor
14.  We support legislation to allow miscellaneous day labor, up 

to $1,000 without fi ling a W-4 form.

Wood County YFA, Year in Review
By Brad Weber, Wood County YFA chair

I can’t believe that it’s been a year since I was voted in as the 
Wood County Young Farmer and Agriculturist (YFA) chair; 
and wow what a year.

Last year we had nine members attend the YFA Conference 
in December that is held in conjunction with the WFBF  
Annual Meeting in Wisconsin Dells. YFA members partici-
pated in events including speaking contests, breakout sessions 
and a corn-hole tournament. We also enjoyed listening to 
guest speaker Scott Vernon, who talked about advocacy and 
how to tell your agriculture story. Roger Radley, a stand-up 
comedian, was the entertainment for Saturday night.

In February, Wood and Marathon YFA members enjoyed an 
afternoon of bowling at Rose Bowl Lanes in Marshfi eld. We 
also had a snow tubing event at Powers Bluff  in Arpin. It was 
a great time for everyone who attended.

In July, the county YFA program held its annual ice cream 
fundraising event. Th is year we partnered with the Arpin 
Advancement and set up at the Arpin Pulls Weekend for 
three days. Overall, it was a great event.

With such a great year coming to an end, I can’t help but be 
excited for what next year will bring.

Silent Auction Donations Welcome
Donations are welcome for the Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Foundation’s Silent Auction held in conjunction with the 
WFBF Annual Meeting on December 5-7 at the Kalahari 
Resorts in Wisconsin Dells.

Th e money raised is for ag literacy through Ag in the Class-
room and YFA, women’s and leadership Institute programs.

Donation forms can be found at
wfbf.com/aboutwfbf/foundation/silentauction.


