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Have Your Voice Heard
Please consider 
participating in 
this year’s Ag Day 
at the Capitol on 
March 8.

It is an excellent 
venue to bring your 
involvement in a 
democracy to a new 
level.

You could drive to Madison, 
carpool with a friend or better yet 
catch a bus at Tomah and relax 
and take advantage of the oppor-
tunity to meet other fellow Farm 
Bureau members. Th e bus depar-
ture time will be announced, but 
is usually around 8:45 a.m.

Th e event begins with a noon 
meal. It is followed up with 
various speakers who will brief 
attendees on talking points and 
current issues. Traditionally, Dis-

trict 4 Coordinator 
Steve Boe, sets up 
appointments with 
our senators and 
assembly people. We 
walk to the Capitol 
and locate the offi  ces 
and the discussion 
begins.

I always fi nd it very 
impressive how wel-

coming they are and how care-
fully they listen to the concerns 
we express. If you want to be 
heard, this is your opportunity. 
Departure time from Madison is 
around 5 p.m. Best of all, Mon-
roe County Farm Bureau will 
pick up the tab for both the bus 
ride and the registration fee. 

If you’re interested in going, 
please call Steve Boe at 
866.355.7344.

Monroe County Farm Bureau

A prize is given 
to a winner in 
each age group.

Mail entries by April 1 to: 
P.O. Box 208 

Sparta,  WI 54656 

Coloring 
 Contest
Age Groups:
 3 & 4
 5 & 6
 7 & 8

Name:     Age:
Address:
Phone:

Coloring 
 Contest

By Jack Herricks
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Monroe County Members Attend WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference

Brittany Herricks (left) participated in

discussion during the Discussion Meet.

Monroe County Farm Bureau vice president 

Dawn Powell talked at the delegate session.

Marv Pestrud, Bob Roden, Joe Bragger, Jack 

Herricks and Amber Radatz led a panel.

Monroe County Farm Bureau president Jack 

Herricks talked at the delegate session.

Matt Kortbein competed in the Collegiate

Discussion Meet fi nals.

Collegiate Discussion Meet fi nals participants, 

Matt Kortbein, center right.

By Jim Herricks, Monroe YFA chair

Hello again, Jimbob here. I was fortunate to be able to attend again 
this year, I learned a lot and want to share what I learned with you.

Every year Farm Bureau does a diff erent theme and the theme this 
year was tradition. With that theme in mind, I thought about the 
traditions I have and am making with my four children.

While attending the convention, we heard from Vance Crowe. He 
is the director of millennial engagement with Monsanto. In his 
speech, he talked about out-competing fear that is being spread 
about modern agriculture.

He also talked about his work helping scientists and farmers around 
the country get better at sharing their knowledge with a public that 
is not fascinated with modern agriculture.

We also heard from Aaron Th omas. He talked about overcoming 
adversity. Aaron mentioned that losing his dad in a school shooting, 
he had to make many life decisions. He said that life presents you 
with many opportunities in good and bad ways but it is how the 
individual responds to those opportunities are crucial.

He also set forth a challenge to us, he challenged us to look at our 
lives, our family and our job to see if we were maximizing the cir-
cumstances that we are presented with.

I want to thank Brittany Herricks for competing in the Discussion 
Meet. She was one of the three fi nalists for District 4 to compete 
while there. Discussion Meets are a group of people that sit in front 
of a panel and discuss specifi c situations that are going on in farm-
ing or other news.

Th e competitors of the meet fi rst look up as much information on 

the topics they were given so they can familiarize themselves with 
the topic. Th ey then discuss what they learned and changes that 
could be made.

By doing this they are informing the consumer about the topics 
they researched so they stay up to date on the changes and other 
issues that are going on.

Brittany did not make it to the fi nals but did inform me that she 
would like to do the Discussion Meet next year because it was a 
great learning experience. So, I wish Brittany the best of luck in the 
competition next year.

While I am thanking people, I have to take the time to thank Rural 
Mutual and all of those who made the trip a success. I also need to 
take time to personally thank my family for the support they give 
me in allowing me to go to the WFBF Annual Meeting and being a 
member of the Monroe County Farm Bureau board.

All in all, the trip was a good eye opener for me. It gives me more 
information to help me get the word out to the farmers and con-
sumers about the issues and topics going on.

I strongly recommend this convention to anyone that would like to 
become more knowledgeable about the farming issues and topics 
surrounding them. If you are interested in attending to the conven-
tion or to discuss any other Farm Bureau topics, please contact me 
at 608.386.8936.

In 2017, I challenge you to start a tradition of your own. I am 
going to hopefully continue my tradition of attending the WFBF 
Annual Meeting and maybe try to start a few new traditions myself.

More photos on page 4
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Message from WFBF District Board Representative
Sometimes it's hard to give a 
buck … but how about your 
time?

With the current depressed farm 
commodity prices, certainly 
many are facing very tight cash 
fl ows and there are not many 
indicators to show that prices 
may increase dramatically any 
time soon.

It can become easy to get caught 
up in the day to day stress that tougher fi nances can have on a 
person. Here is something that I learned from a homily given 
at church in case you fi nd yourself (not giving a buck).

Of all the things that we can share with others; that being 
our time, our talents and our treasure, we often focus on the 
tangible – our treasure. While treasure and/or gifts of fi nancial 
support are great, and in good times maybe the easiest to give, 
it is by no means the most valuable of all.

Time. Time is the greatest gift of all. Each of us has only a 
limited amount of time in a day or year; and none of us know 
how much time we have in our lives. Time can be prioritized; 
however, a day still has only so many hours, so many minutes 
in it.

Time given to others; family, friends, communities and orga-
nizations that you are involved in is truly a gift that multiplies 
itself in so many ways. Time shared, coupled with the talent 
that we all have, can have a huge impact on others and those 
things that you’re involved in.

I want us to celebrate the accomplishments and thank the fol-
lowing individuals that have shared so much of their time and 
talent with Farm Bureau over the past year.

Amber Radatz, Trempealeau County: Excellence in Agricul-
ture fi nalist. Congratulations. Amber also headed up a break-
out session at the WFBF Annual Meeting.

Jack Herricks, Monroe County: Served on a farmer panel 
at the WFBF Annual Meeting, discussed his involvement in 
a local watershed and the positive impact it had on the local 
community.

Derek Husmoen, Trempealeau County: Represented Dis-
trict 4 on the Young Farmer and Agriculturist Committee 
as Chair-Elect and this year is serving as a Director on the 
WFBF Board of Directors.

Annette Trescher, Monroe County: Served as the Volunteers 
for Agriculture Chair representing us in a huge election year.

Callie Herron of Trempealeau County, Derek Husmoen 
of Trempealeau County and Annette Trescher of Monroe 
County also served on the Policy Development Committee 
representing District 4.

Brittany Herricks of Monroe County, Emily Herness 
of Trempealeau County and Kyle Danzinger of Buff alo 
County competed in the Discussion Meet at the YFA
Conference.

Matt Kortbein of Monroe County was a fi nalist in the
Collegiate Farm Bureau Discussion Meet.

Dustin and Ashley Ellis were the Buff alo County Achieve-
ment Award winners.

Shane Goplin and Darby Sampson where recognized as 
members of the Farm Bureau Proud Club for signing fi ve or 
more new members. Signing new members takes some time, 
however, signing a new member to the Farm Bureau family is 
one of the most rewarding experiences in Farm Bureau. Both 
Darby and Shane are outstanding individuals and should be 
congratulated.

Lacrosse and Jackson counties made voting and total member 
gains. Congratulations to the volunteers who made this
happen.

Monroe County made total membership gain. Again, great 
eff ort by all of the counties.

Th ere are so many other names that should be added to the 
above list that have made such a big diff erence in their coun-
ties and have made a huge impact to Farm Bureau and
Wisconsin agriculture.

Th ese great volunteers give of their time and talent, but truly 
give way more than a buck. Congratulations and thanks to all 
who sacrifi ce their time to make us who we are.

As always; Enough is to much.

Joe Bragger 
WFBF District 4 Farm Bureau Director 
715.530.0466 (cell), 715.985.2314 (home),
braggfam@triwest.net

A Platform to Stand On By Dawn Powell, Monroe County Farm Bureau Vice President

One of my favorite December activities is attending the WFBF 
Annual Meeting. I've attended over the years as a competi-
tor in the YFA Discussion Meet or Achievement Award, as 
a delegate or as a representative on the Policy Development 
Committee.

Going to the WFBF Annual Meeting allows my family (we 
take our children to enjoy the Kalahari for one of the two 
nights) to enjoy time together.

I look forward to seeing familiar faces and meeting new ones 
from across the state and connecting with them on the com-
mon ground of agriculture and how it aff ects our lives.

I also enjoy the process of policy development that takes place, 
knowing that it truly represents the members' desires and gives 
them a platform to stand on. We take in entertainment and 
excellent meals, but perhaps my favorite part this year, was 
listening to Aaron Th omas.

I encourage everyone who reads this, to Google the Ed Th omas 
story. He was the football and track coach in Parkersville, Iowa, 
and had a tremendous impact on the athletes, school and com-
munity in which he lived.

In 2008, his small town of 1,800 people suff ered an F5 tor-
nado. He essentially became the coach of the town, heading 
up and motivating the community to clean up not only their 
homes and businesses, but also the football fi eld, where he set a 
goal to play the season opener, 100 days from the disaster.

Th ey were successful in that endeavor and built back stronger 
than ever.

Approximately one year later, tragedy again struck. Th is time it 
was personal. Coach Ed Th omas was shot at a morning weight-
lifting session, in front of students. It was a former player 
who was aff ected by a mental disorder who shot and killed his 
coach.

Th e rebuilt community was shocked and saddened in a whole 
new way. 

With every right to be angry and bitter, the Th omas family 
responded instead in love and respect for the family of the 
killer. Instead of regurgitating a canned speech to the media 
in response to the event (as they were encouraged to do), Ed 
Th omas' son, Aaron chose his words wisely when he had a 

platform to stand on. His message was one of forgiveness and 
compassion to the other family, knowing that they too were 
deeply hurting.

I've heard it said before, "Th e stars shine brightest on a dark 
night." With the entire community in a dark place, the 
Th omas family wisely recognized that further hatred would 
only continue the darkness, but reacting in love was the best 
way to honor their father and husband who no longer could 
speak for himself, but spent his lifetime building up, not tear-
ing down.

Aaron talked about using the platform that we are given, to 
bring good to others around us. No one would choose to have 
their father killed.

But Aaron used the opportunity, when all eyes were on the 
Th omas family, to eff ectively shine forth the message that his 
father spent his lifetime teaching.

Everyone loves a comeback victory on a Friday night, but 
nothing could speak louder than the Th omas' comeback vic-
tory, in how they reacted to a real-life tragedy.

So, my question to you is simple. Do you choose wisely how 
you react to everyday trials and opportunities? Are you "hon-
est and fair in the game of life?" Do you send the message you 
would desire to, to the family and friends around you?

Th e integrity of our industry relies on everyday choices that we 
all make. Th at is truly what makes us ‘Farm Bureau Proud.’



Join Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom and the Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau Federation and celebrate National Ag Day on
March 21.

•  Celebrate by joining farmers, volunteers, teachers, FFA and 
4-H members, college students, agri-business employees 
and others by reading books about agriculture to students, 
home school families, nursing home residents, day cares and 
others. Who can participate? Anyone who has an interest 
in agriculture, enjoys reading, working with youth and has 
time on Tuesday, March 21, to read, visit and do an activity 
with an audience. Resources can be found on the Ag in the 
Classroom website.

•  Share agriculture facts from the Ag in the Classroom Face-
book and Twitter page that will be given on the hour. When 
posting on social media, use the hashtags #WiReadsAg2017 
and #agday2017.

•  Have students in your county participate in an National Ag 
Day coloring contest. Th is image can be found on the Ag in 
the Classroom website. We will promote this design on our 
Facebook page for children to send in but you could also 
make it a county contest. Want it to say: ‘Brought to you by 
ABC County Farm Bureau?’  Email Darlene at

  darneson@wfbf.com and she will get it to you.

•  Organize a pizza party on a 
farm, in a classroom or at a mall. 
Explain how ingredients from 
kids’ favorite food come from 
farms and ranches and how each 
is processed and delivered to the 
grocery store or restaurant.

•  Host a classroom fi eld trip to 
a local farm or ranch or to a 
university’s agricultural research 
farm. Or, bring the farm to the 
classroom. Th is provides a great 
opportunity for children to learn about career opportunities 
in agriculture.

•  Distribute information about agriculture or other informa-
tion through local stores. Ask your grocer to feature the Ag 
Day Logo or other positive messages about agriculture on 
grocery bags or signs used during Ag Week. You might also 
set up a farm-to-your-table display in your local grocery 
store.

Share your photos from National Ag Day with us. We are 
happy to share what you have been up to. Photos can be 
emailed to darneson@wfbf.com.
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Vice President, Dawn Powell
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YFA Chair, James Herricks 

Director, Al Ferries

Director, Karen Leis

Director, Scott Schmitz 

Director, Jim Van Wychen

Director, J. Wells

Monroe County Farm Bureau

WFBF Board Director, Joe Bragger

District 4 Promotion and Education Chair

 Darby Sampson

District 4 YFA Chair, Derek Husmoen

District 4 Coordinator, Steve Boe

RMIC District Manager, Randy Palmer

608.487.3094

608.823.7380

608.654.5524

608.269.7031

608.386.8936

608.823.7400

608.269.7052

608.269.2058

608.378.4813

608.366.1011

888.377.0296

715.530.0466

715.299.1409

608.863.0105

866.355.7344 

715.514.4477

There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Budget (NEW)
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Life Line (NEW)
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy

Monroe County Farm Bureau Contacts:

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/monroeMonroe County Farm Bureau: 888.377.0296

Attend the Ag Women’s Summit
By Kathy Schmitz, Promotion and Education Chair

Winter is upon us. After we have 
endured all of Mothers Natures antics, 
we could really use a get away.

Here is your chance ladies. On March 
10-11 at the Madison Marriott West in 

Middleton is the Wisconsin Ag Women's Summit.

It is sponsored by Badgerland Financial, Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau Foundation and UW-Extension. It is a chance to 
mingle with your peers, share ideas and gather information 
that will benefi t your livelihood.

Th is is the sixth year and it just keeps getting better. Th e key-
note speaker is Jane Jenkins Herlong and it sounds like she 
will have just the message we need to hear going into a busy 
spring season.

For our Friday night fun, there will again be casino night.

Ladies, if you need to 
clean out the long win-
ter acquired cabin fever, 
come join us.

For more information, 
visit wiagwomenssum-
mit.com.

Can't wait to see you 
there. 

Celebrate National Ag Day, March 21

Richard Basra, Alan Bekkum*, Brian 
Brueggeman, Bryan Campbell, Mackenzey 
Chanberlain, Karen Dorn, Dane Grissell, 
Michael Lee, Brian Legg, Kristine Lund, 
Karen Murphey, Ken Myers, Kristian
Platten*, Darren Price, Cody Stehle David 
Trussoni and Wisconsin Transit Co., Inc.*

*Denotes voting membership.

Welcome New Members
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Monroe County delegates and attendees at 

the WFBF Annual Meeting.

(L-R) District 4 Policy Development mem-

bers Callie Herron, Derek Husmoen and 

Annette Trescher next to District 4 Director 

Joe Bragger.

YFA members Brittany Herricks and Matt 

Korbein worked on their dice stacking skills 

during the District 4 YFA meeting.

Tim Herricks (center left) looked on as 

Joelle Liddane practiced her dice stacking.

Jim Herricks (center left) enjoyed his time 

as Brittany Herricks (right) works on trying 

to eat an Oreo from her forehead.

District 4 YFA Chair Derek Husmoen pre-

sented Brittany Herricks with a certifi cate 

for qualifying for the Discussion Meet.

Continued from page 1WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference


