
Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom is proud to intro-
duce the newly-revised 2015 Wisconsin Farm 
Facts brochure.

Th e brochure highlights Wisconsin’s diverse agri-
culture industry and is now interactive.

Using a free app called, Aurasma, users can make 
the brochure come to life with additional facts 
and videos related to Wisconsin agriculture.

To download the app, visit the app store on your 
tablet or smart phone and fi nd Aurasma. Down-
load the app and make sure to follow WIAITC.

Copies of the brochure are available by visiting 
wisagclassroom.org and using the resource order 
form.

Did you know that Wisconsin ranks  second 
in . . .

Non Profit
Organization
US Postage 

PAID
Platteville, WI 53818

Permit No. 124
Address Service Requested

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation

PO Box 5550      Madison, WI  53705

MARCH 2015

Calumet County Farm Bureau

CALUMET COUNTY FARM BUREAU EDITION

For information about our farm safety campaign, 
contact your local Rural Mutual agent.

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Rural Mutual Agents in Calumet County:

Dale Behnke (920) 323-4838
PTR Insurance Services (920) 464-1000

Bill Kriese - District Manager 

Ag in the Classroom Presents 
New Farm Facts Brochure

“Take me out to the ball game, Take me out with the crowd!” 
Get your peanuts and Cracker Jacks ready! Th e Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau Federation and Rural Mutual Insurance Company are team-
ing up for a special Farm Bureau Member Appreciation Day at the 
ballparks of the eight Wisconsin Northwood’s League teams.

“Th is will be a great opportunity for Farm Bureau members to take 
part in a member event and enjoy America’s favorite past time,” said 
Jim Holte, President of the Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Federation.

Th roughout the summer, May through August, there 
will be three Farm Bureau Member Appreciation 
games at each of the eight Wisconsin teams. Th is will 
be a special event for Farm Bureau members with 
deals on game tickets that will include a team hat, 
soda and a hot dog.

Th ere also will be special recognition of Farm Bureau 
during the game as well as advertising in the program book and 
radio ads so come on out and support your local Northwood’s 
League team!

In 1994, the Northwoods League with affi  liates in Kenosha, 
Wausau and Manitowoc, Wisconsin; Dubuque, Iowa and Roches-
ter, Minnesota was created. Th is League was made up of “All-Star” 
teams of college players who competed in a 56-game schedule 
between June and August. Each affi  liate was to promote their games 
just like a professional team would.

Fans looked forward to giveaways, concessions, fi reworks and excit-
ing games. At the end of the fi rst season, approximately 70,000 fans 

attended Northwoods League games and the Rochester Honkers 
had claimed the fi rst League title with a 31-15 overall record.
Today the league has expanded to 18 member teams. Th ose 18 
teams drew more than 1.1 million fans with the Northwoods 
League becoming the fi rst summer-collegiate baseball league to host 
more than 1 million fans in a single season.

Northern teams include Alexandria Blue Anchors, Eau 
Claire Express, Rochester Honkers, Th under Bay Bor-
der Cats, Willmar Stingers, Duluth Huskies, Mankato 
Moondogs, St. Cloud Rox and Waterloo Bucks.

Southern teams include the Battle Creek Bombers, 
Kalamazoo Growlers, Lakeshore Chinooks, Madison 
Mallards, Wisconsin Woodchucks, Green Bay Bull-
frogs, Kenosha Kingfi sh, La Crosse Loggers and the 
Wisconsin Rapids Rafters.

Th e Northwoods League strives to provide the fi nest environment 
for the development of collegiate players; maximize the operational 
eff ectiveness of its affi  liated teams; and enrich the quality of life in 
its member communities.

“Nothing beats sitting in your favorite ballpark, watching your 
favorite team on a hot, sunny day, with a hot dog smothered with 
all the goods in one hand and an ice cold drink in the other,” said 
Todd Argall, vice president of customer acquisition and sales with 
Rural Mutual Insurance. “We are looking forward to seeing you at 
the ballpark.”

For more information, visit http://wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership/.



Chilton and Brillion FFA members 
were among the nearly 200 high 
school students who attended the 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s FFA Farm 
Forum in Wisconsin Rapids on 
February 20-21. 
 
“Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau is 
proud to host this annual event 
with the FFA to help grow the 
next crop of agricultural leaders in 
Wisconsin,” said Jim Holte, Presi-

dent of the Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Federation. 
 
During the two-day event at Hotel 
Mead in Wisconsin Rapids, FFA 

members attended workshops that covered topics including post-
high school agricultural opportunities, social media, advocating for 
agriculture, leadership and more.
 
Joining Holte as keynote speakers at the event were Kaitlyn Riley, 
WQOW multimedia journalist and 2014 Wisconsin Fairest of the 

Fairs, and 
Gretchen 
Kamps, a beef 
farmer and 
Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau 
District 3 
Coordinator.

Th e Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau 
Foundation 
sponsors the 
FFA Farm 
Forum in 
cooperation 
with the Wis-
consin Associa-
tion of FFA.

Th is year’s FFA Farm Forum marks the 43rd year that the Farm 
Bureau family of affi  liates has sponsored the event for Wisconsin 
youth. 
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Calumet County Farm Bureau Members Attend Ag Day at the Capitol
Ag Day at the Capitol was held March 11 at the Monona Terrace 
Community and Convention Center in Madison. It is the largest 
gathering of farmers and agriculture industry offi  cials from across 
the state representing a variety of farm and agriculture-related 
groups to learn more about state issues and meet with their state 
legislators. 

Attendees heard from Governor Scott Walker who spoke about the 
importance of agriculture to Wisconsin’s economy. Members also 
heard from Jordan Lamb, an attorney with Dewitt Ross & Stevens 
who spoke to the group about high capacity wells and the UW 

System budget and Bob Welch, Th e Welch Group, Inc., who spoke 
about transportation.

In addition, the Farm Bureau government relations team including 
Karen Gefvert, Rob Richard and Paul Zimmerman briefed everyone 
about wolves, Implements of Husbandry and the proposed budget. 

Following a briefi ng session at the Monona Terrace, members 
walked up to the Capitol to meet with local representatives and 
speak about issues important to our agriculture industry.

Chilton and Brillion FFA Members Attend FFA Farm Forum

Members of the Brillion FFA chapter attended the 

Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s FFA Farm Forum on Febru-

ary 20-21 in Wisconsin Rapids thanks to a spon-

sorship from Calumet County Farm Bureau. They 

included (from L to R): Rylie Wolfe, Andy Meissner 

and Courtney Janey.

Brooke Calaway of the Chilton 

FFA chapter attended the Wis-

consin Farm Bureau’s FFA Farm 

Forum on February 20-21 in 

Wisconsin Rapids. 

(L to R) Calumet County President Carley Blado, Tracy Moser, District 

Director Rosie Lisowe and Vice President Joe Lisowe in front of the Capi-

tol on Ag Day at the Capitol.

Members heard from Jordan Lamb, an attorney with Dewitt Ross & Ste-

vens who spoke to the group on high capacity wells and the UW System 

budget.
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Congratulations to Joe and Rosie 
Lisowe for receiving the Calumet 
County Farm Bureau Distinguished 
Service Award!

Th e award was presented at the 
Calumet County Holstein Breeders 
Annual Mardi Gras held on Febru-
ary 17 at Cobblestone Creek in 
Brillion.

On February 3, both Brown and Calumet County Farm Bureaus held 
a Farm Succession and Estate Planning Workshop in Greenleaf.

Th e program was presented by Rick Bollenbeck, an attorney special-
izing in estate planning, and Jared Nelson from Farm Bureau Financial 
Services.

Th ey explored how to be fair to your children in passing the business 
to your business heirs, while also providing a fair inheritance to your 
non-active children as well as several other estate related topics.

Th ank you to Rural Mutual Insurance for partnering so that this 
important information could be shared.

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation Newsletter subscription of $3 is included in Farm Bureau dues.www.wfbf.com1.800.261.FARM

Cookbooks for Sale
Don’t miss the 
opportunity to 
have your very 
own Calumet 
County Farm 
Bureau cookbook.

Th ere are only 
a couple copies left. Th e cookbook is 
fi lled with delicious recipes including 
some great recipes for summer.

To get your copy, please contact Jessica 
Schuh at 920.756.1907.

Lisowes Earn Calumet County Distinguished Service

District 6 “Signs of Spring” Photo Contest
With temperatures warming up 
“Spring Fever” has set in. Join 
us in looking for signs of spring 
and participating in a District 6 
photo contest.

Send your photos to District 
6 Coordinator Becky Salm at 
bsalm@wfbf.com for a chance to 
win some awesome Farm Bureau 
attire.

Th e photos will be posted in an 
album on each of the counties’ 

Facebook pages.

Th e deadline is April 15 and the 
winner will be notifi ed on
April 17.

Save the Date for the Rural Mutual
Insurance Golf Outing

Join us on Satur-
day, August 22, at 
the Hickory Hills 
Country Club in 
Chilton.

Shotgun start at 1 
p.m. and includes 
18 holes of golf, 

cart, dinner after golf and much more.

YFA Members Busy with Events
Th is year’s YFA District Gamblers 
outing took place on January 24. 
About 100 YFA members had a 
blast at the game and afterwards 
enjoyed pizza at the Green Bay 
Distillery. 

Th e Calumet YFA hosted bowl-
ing at Pla-Mor Lanes in Chilton 
on March 21. About 30 young 
farmers enjoyed the evening of 
bowling. 

Join other young farmers for the Spring Fling hosted by District 1 on Sat-
urday, April 11 from 7 p.m. to midnight at Circle B in Cedarburg.

Make sure to like Calumet County Farm Bureau Facebook page to stay up 
to date on all of the upcoming YFA events.

Meet Farm Bureau Women in District 6
Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau Women’s Education and 
Leadership Committee members are working on a 
county newsletter project in 2015.

It features women who are active throughout their dis-
trict and county. Each district features one woman in all 
of the newsletters.

Jessica Schuh is from Calumet County and has been 
active in Farm Bureau for 14 years, fi rst as a YFA chair 
at the county level with her husband Andy, and then she 
served three years on the WFBF YFA Committee. Now 
she serves as the Women’s committee chair for Calumet 
County.

She explained that she is an advanced emergency medical technician and also teaches at Fox 
Valley Technical College, the Public Safety and Training Center, Gold Cross Ambulance Ser-
vice and is a American Animal Hospital Association instructor. All this and Jessica is a mom to 
six children.

Some of her favorite events are the YFA get-a-ways that usually have great speakers and other 
YFA events like hockey games. Th e whole family attended Farm Bureau events such as the 
WFBF Annual Meeting, which they have attended for 13 years.

Jessica likes meeting new people with the same rural interests. Her hobbies include sewing, 
scrapbooking, caring for her chickens and gardening. In preparation for the planing season, 
Jessica says that Andy will take care of the land and crops but she and the children will be plan-
ning the garden and deciding what vegetables to plant.

When asked about what excites her about the future of agriculture, Jessica replied that she is 
excited about raising six children involved in agriculture and the science related to agriculture. 
Knowing the answers to the why and how and questions that children and consumers ask. 
When she is teaching about saving lives, she also sneaks in some agriculture and corrects mis-
information. Being raised a city gal she loves living on a farm and she said that she is living her 
dream!

Keep up the good work Jessica and thank you for sharing your story!

Rosalie Geiger, District 6 Women’s Education and Leadership Committee

County Farm Bureaus Hold Estate Planning Meeting



Want to avoid spending a day in the 
dark? Or being without heat or air con-
ditioning in your home? What about not 
being able to connect to the Internet, 
email or social media?

Preventing these issues may be as simple 
as calling 811.

Digging can damage the underground 
utilities that we all rely on every day. 
By calling 811 a few days prior to your 
digging project, whether it is a large 
or small, you can avoid these digging 
related damages and keep yourself and 
your family safe.

Your call to 811 will be routed to the 
local One Call center and the center’s 
customer service representative will take 
down information about your proj-
ect such as where you are planning to 
dig and what type of work you will be 
doing.

Th en One Call center staff  will notify 
the local utility operators to mark their 
facilities. Within a few days a local rep-
resentative will mark the approximate 

location of the underground lines, pipes 
and cables so that you can dig safely.
Th e call and the service are FREE!

Farmers and ranchers are not exempt in 
making notifi cations to the One Call 
center. Projects may include installing 
drain tile, building terraces, chisel plow-
ing, sub-soiling, deep ripping, building 
waterways, drilling wells, building hold-
ing ponds and installing fence posts.

In fact, some states have laws that 
require notifying the One Call center 
whenever the project goes deeper than a 
specifi ed number of inches. Be sure you 
know the state law requirements.

When digging, make sure to always 
carefully hand dig around the marks or 
fl ags. Some utility lines may be buried 
at a shallow depth and even a misplaced 
shovel can have costly consequences.

For those bigger projects around large 
pipelines, make sure you have a pipeline 
representative present while you dig.

Don't forget that erosion, land move-
ment, root structure growth or other 
factors may aff ect the amount of dirt 
surrounding the underground utility. 
Safe digging is no accident.

Protect yourself, your family and com-
munity and make sure to spread the 
word about 811.
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There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Stroke Detection Plus
Supplies and Products
• Case IH 
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Polaris
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy

Calumet County Farm Bureau Contacts:

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/calumetCalumet County Farm Bureau: 888.644.8356

Upcoming Events
April 
1 AITC Essay’s due
July
1 YFA Achievement Award and Excellence in Ag
 applications due
August
1 Applications due for Leopold Conservation Award
5 Calumet County Policy Development Meeting
11 District Discussion Meet
15 Farm Bureau Institute applications due
September
4-7 Calumet County Fair
30 Membership Year Ends
October
27   Calumet County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting

My American Farm Has a New Look
My American Farm, the online game that lets kids have fun 
while learning about agriculture has gotten a facelift!

Th e website, myamericanfarm.org, allows adults to explore 
lesson plans, activities and videos to go along with the games.

Interested in including a kiosk at your next event? Th ey are 
now available to checkout through Wisconsin Ag in the 
Classroom.

For more information, please contact Ag in the Classroom 
Coordinator Wendy Kannel at 608.828.5719, wkannel@
wfbf.com.

Wisconsin Ag Open set for Sept. 14
Th e 18th Annual Wisconsin Ag Open hosted by the Wis-
consin Farm Bureau Foundation will be held on Monday, 
September 14 at Christmas Mountain Village in Wisconsin 
Dells.

For sponsorship and 
registration details, 
contact Wendy 
Kannel at wkan-
nel@wfbf.com, 
608.828.5719, or 
download a form 
from the Founda-
tion website.

Make Sure You Dial 8-1-1 Before You Dig

Stay up-to-date on all upcoming 
Calumet County Farm Bureau 
events by liking us on Facebook!

Did you know?


