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Adams County Farm Bureau

Attend Ag Day at the Capitol

AFB Foundation is Creating a Foundation Outreach Team
You can help others learn what the AFB Foundation has to off er by present-
ing at regional and state events. Outreach team members will receive advance 
notice on grants and new materials, be featured in new resources, have 
opportunities to pilot new programs and infl uence the development of new 
resources.

For more information, visit www.agfoundation.org/outreach-team.

Join us for Ag Day at the Capitol on March 8 
at the Monona Terrace Convention Center in 
Madison.

Schedule of events
11 a.m. - Registration
11:30 a.m. - Opening program
11:45 a.m. - Lunch
12:45 p.m. - Legislative briefi ngs
3 p.m. - Leave for the Capitol visits

Early registration dead-
line is March 1, $25 
per person; $30 after 
deadline and at the door. 
Don’t miss the opportu-
nity to speak with your 
local legislators about 
issues aff ecting you and 
your farm.

Ag in the Classroom Matching Grants Available
Ag in the Classroom will award up to $500 to groups sponsoring programs or projects 
that promote agricultural literacy. Projects considered for grants must be targeted to grades 
pre-K through 12 and should enhance student knowledge of the contribution made by 
agriculture. Applicants must have a matching source for their project equal to the amount 
of the Ag in the Classroom grant. Th e application deadline for this grant is March 1.

For more information, visit www.wisagclassroom.org or contact Ag in the Classroom
coordinator Darlene Arneson at darneson@wfbf.com or 608.828.5644.

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Rural Mutual Agents in Adams County:

James Wehinger
(715) 254-9500

- (715) 544-6824



Heather Grabarski, a fi fth-
grade teacher at Adams-
Friendship Elementary 
School in Adams County, 
is the 2016 recipient of 
the Outstanding Teacher 
Award from the Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau’s Ag in the 
Classroom program.

 
Each year the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation recognizes a 
teacher for their eff orts educating students on the importance of 
agriculture. Teachers of all grade levels and subject areas, with the 
exclusion of certifi ed agriculture education instructors, are eligible 
to apply.
 
“Heather deserves to be recognized for her work as an educator,” 
Darlene Arneson, Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom 
Coordinator, said. “Kudos to her for teaching students about agri-
culture and where their food comes from.” 
 
Grabarski earned her bachelor’s degree in elementary education 
from UW-Stevens Point with a minor in music. She is working on 
a master’s degree in professional development with an emphasis on 
challenging advanced learners at UW-Whitewater.
 
“Heather works with her local Ag in the Classroom program, 
county extension offi  ce, Master Gardener Program and others to 
build a network of resources for her classroom,” Arneson added. 

“She also has used World Dairy Expo tours, science fairs, and other 
hands-on activities to enhance her student’s learning experiences.”
 
Grabarski will be Wisconsin’s nominee for the National Excellence 
in Teaching Agriculture Award and will receive $500 to attend the 
2017 National Ag in the Classroom Conference in Kansas City, 
Missouri.
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Adams County Farm Bureau Continues to Expand County Ag in the Classroom 

Worm farming is a way to turn vegetable and fruit scraps into potting 

soil for house plants. The liquid can be used for fertilizer. Seven worm 

farms  were donated by the Adams County Farm Bureau.

Adams County Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom volunteer Barb Morgan 

taught students about conifers and demonstrated how to make ever-

green wreaths.

Adams County Farm Bureau is always looking for additional volun-
teers to help with ag in the classroom activities.

If you want to get involved, please contact Kay Olson-Martz at 
608.572.1429.

Adams-Friendship Teacher Recognized for Agricultural Literacy Work

Heather Grabarski (center) stands with Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s Ag in 

the Classroom Coordinator Darlene Arneson (left) and Adams County 

Farm Bureau president Kay Olson-Martz (right).
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Always have your elevator speech ready. 
Everyone has heard this saying, mean-
ing always be ready to speak with 
someone on a topic. For farmers, it’s 
about always being ready to engage 
someone about your farm and what 
you do.

Consumers want to feel comfortable 
where their food comes from and is 
the practice the best for the animals 
and the environment. A major part of 
engagement is listening to their ques-
tions. Listen and then share your pas-
sion for farming the way you do. Most 
consumers do not want you to change 
your farming practices, they simply 
want to understand why you do things 
diff erently than your grandfather did.

You may also have the opportunity 
to speak with elected offi  cials.  Many 
times, this will be a very short meeting. 
Stay on topic and share how particular 
policy aff ects your farm. Th is allows 
them to use your story to help persuade 
their colleagues as they develop the law.

I also want to encourage you to run for 
an offi  ce. Many local boards are per-

petually short of hard working people 
who understand the infrastructure and 
environment around them. If that is 
not possible, invite them to your farm 
to help them understand what you do 
and what your farm means to your 
community.

Talking to the media or going to 
schools are other ways to engage con-
sumers on a broader scale. Th is may be 
well planned or at short notice. Either 
way people need to feel your passion 
as you care for your cattle, your crops, 
the environment and the people that 
you feed.

Th ere are many ways to engage the 
public. Whether you are talking to 
media, schools, individuals or govern-
ment offi  cials, Farm Bureau has the 
resources to help you be successful with 
your elevator speech.

Farm Bureau continues to work for 
you. Th rough WFBF Institute, Ag 
Day at the Capitol, leader trips to 
Washington, D.C., Young Farmer  and 
Agriculturist programs and Ag in the 
Classroom programs, we continue to 
provide opportunities to our mem-
bers so that you can share your stories 
and your passion for agriculture with 
people around you.

Remember, always be positive.  With 
current low commodity prices that is 
tough.  But remember tough times 
don’t last, tough people do!

God bless and have a prosperous new 
year!

Kevin Krentz 
WFBF District 5 Director

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation Newsletter subscription of $3 is included in Farm Bureau dues.www.wfbf.com1.800.261.FARM

Greetings. As we are saying 
goodbye to 2016 and welcom-
ing in 2017, I, like many others, 
wonder where this year has 
gone?

  I can tell you that this year has 
been a very busy and produc-
tive year for the Adams County 
Farm Bureau.

Your Farm Bureau met their 
membership goals for 2016 and we are now working on our 
new goals for 2017. We need to get 20 new members and 
retain the memberships we currently have. When we reach 
our goals, it gives us approximately $1,800 in bonus money.

What do we do with that money?  We run our programs with 
it and it saves us from having to do fundraisers. Last year, the 
Ag in the Classroom program conducted many projects with 
students in Roche-A-Cri, Grand Marsh and Adams-Friend-
ship Elementary Schools.

We worked on projects from teaching about Earth Day to 
teaching about conifers, dairy, beef and crops.  We teamed up 
with Land Conservation and had Conservation Days at Castle 
Rock Park.

Now, we are teaching about vermicomposting and vermicul-
ture. We put seven worm farms, we call them ‘worm condo’s’ 
in the schools and about 8,000 worms. We sponsored scholar-
ships, 4-H Key Award, tractor safety and Young Farmer and 
Agriculturist activities.

We were active at the Adams County Fair, sponsoring the 
livestock show, the tiny tots with our ice cream and of course 
doing our only fundraiser, the ice cream booth.

We are excited that local teacher Heather Grabarski was 
named the WFBF Outstanding Teacher of the Year. Heather 
goes above and beyond teaching her students about agricul-
ture and will compete at the national competition in June.

Look for related articles and photos elsewhere in the newslet-
ter about Heather’s accomplishment, the Rural Route and the 

Adams County Facebook page.

We fi nished another WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Con-
ference; the Adams County Farm Bureau is pleased to sponsor 
the YFA members who attended.

I have highlighted a few things that your organization did this 
last year. If you are ever bored and looking for something to 
do, know that we need volunteers. We need knew and fresh 
ideas so never hesitate to call and let us know.

I want to thank Nathan Bula and Jimmy Bays for their work 
as directors on the Adams County Farm Bureau board and 
Michelle Bula for her time and talents as the WFBF Women’s 
Committee representative for District 5; and  to welcome 
Ethan Olson as he joins the board of directors.

Wishing you a very blessed, happy and healthy new year,

Kay Olson-Martz
Adams County Farm Bureau President

District Director Report

District 5 Director Kevin Krentz led the 

district caucus meeting during the WFBF 

Annual Meeting.

President’s Message

Ag in the Classroom Volunteers Make Holiday Wreathes 

Ag in the Classroom volunteers taught the Grand March, Westfi eld and Oxford Girl Scouts about conifers at the 

Westfi eld Community Center. They made wreaths to hang at the nursing home and door swags to take home. Thank 

you to Barb Morgan for teaching the students.

Th e Adams County Farm Bureau Ag in the Class-
room program has a core group of volunteers who 
conducts hands-on ag education activities in the 
elementary schools in the county each month.

As the Ag in the Classroom program continues to 
grow, additional volunteers are always needed and 
appreciated. If you are interested in getting involved 
in assisting in classroom presentations, please contact 
Kay Olson-Martz at 608.572.1429.

Th e Ag in the Classroom program provides teachers 
and K-12 students with an understanding of how 
their food is produced. Th e program seeks to work 
within existing curricula to provide information on 
our nation’s largest industry: agriculture.

Wisconsin’s Ag in the Classroom program is carried 
out by a network of local educators, volunteers and 
representatives from agricultural organizations and 
businesses.

Th e goal of the program is to help students gain a 
greater awareness of the role of agriculture in the 
economy and society, so that they may become
citizens who support wise agricultural policies.

For more information, visit wisagclassroom.org.

WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference Successful

Adams County YFA members who attended the WFBF Annual Meeting 

and YFA Conference in Wisconsin Dells included (L-R) Eric Wallendal, 

Zach Olson, Ethan Olson, Jeff  Huber, Michelle Bula and Nate Bula.

Almost 500 YFA members attended the 
WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Confer-
ence on December 2-4 at the Kalahari 
Resorts in Wisconsin Dells.

Th e WFBF Annual Meeting was held 
in conjunction on December 3-5. More 
than 1,000 members attended.

Highlights included Saturday entertain-
ment by the musical group Tonic Sol 
Fa and Sunday morning motivational 
speaker Aaron Th omas.



Delegates at the WFBF Annual Meeting in Wis-
consin Dells established new policy directives for 
the organization on December 5.

Farm Bureau delegates adopted the policies that 
will guide the legislative agenda for the state’s larg-
est general farm organization in 2017. Resolutions 
were submitted by delegates as part of a grassroots 
policy development process.

Recognizing the importance of natural resources 
and the environment, delegates opposed any type 
of blanket regulation that would encompass the 
entire state because of the variations in karst types 
throughout Wisconsin. Regulations should be spe-
cifi c to the unique areas aff ected.

Delegates displayed frustration with the current 
federal Dairy Margin Protection Program. After 
considerable in-depth discussion, they concluded 
the need for an improved program leading up to 
the 2018 Farm Bill. 

Delegates supported an increase in the overall 
appropriation for the broadband grant program. 
Th ey supported improving and upgrading the 
strength and reliability of coverage to enable effi  -
cient use of technology in farming practices in rural 
areas.

Delegates supported disclosure of wolf incidents on 
farms in Wisconsin by the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). Th e public information should 
be located on the DNR website, establishing warn-
ing areas when wolf packs are involved and provid-
ing instant email notifi cation of all incidents.

In regards to livestock and animal welfare, delegates 
supported farmers in consultation with their vet-
erinarians deciding and administering husbandry 
practices that are appropriate for their farm. Th ey 
also supported more education for consumers on 
the merits of common animal husbandry practices. 

In addition, delegates supported the use of scientifi -
cally proven technologies for agricultural produc-
tion practices.

Delegates from the Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s 61 
county Farm Bureaus also voted to: 

•  Support the state’s livestock premise registration 
program.

• Support the state’s fence law.
•  Support a process by which atrazine restricted 

areas can be repealed.
•  Support the inclusion of wild parsnip on the 

state’s noxious weed list.
•  Support funding for the Wisconsin Environmen-

tal Education Board.

On the federal level, delegates supported:

•  Improving milk quality by lowering the somatic 
cell count limit to 400,000.

•  Th e use of scientifi cally proven technologies for 
agricultural production practices.

•  Farmers in consultation with their veterinarians 
deciding and administering husbandry practices 
that are appropriate for the farm. 

•  Requiring Congressional approval of any new fed-
eral regulation before fi nal implementation. 

Th e federal resolutions will be forwarded to the 
American Farm Bureau Federation for consider-
ation at its annual meeting next month.

Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation’s policy is 
established by farmers through a structured policy 
development process. Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Federation is a grassroots organization that works 
on behalf of farm families and other individuals 
who support agriculture.

Made up of 61 county Farm Bureaus, it represents 
farms of all sizes, commodities and management 
styles. 

Adams County Farm Bureau Presi-
dent Kay Olson-Martz presented this 
prestigious leadership award, spon-
sored by the Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Foundation, Rural Mutual Insurance 
Company and GROWMARK to
Brittany Sunderlage at the Adams 
County 4-H awards banquet.

She also presented Brittany with 
a plaque, which was sponsored by 
Adams County Farm Bureau along 
with a plaque from the State of
Wisconsin Legislature.

As Kay presented Brittany her award, she told the audience that 4-H provides 
youth with a unique opportunity to develop leadership skills, which are important 
to success and achievement in every facet of life.

As sponsors of the Key Award, Kay commended Brittany for her growth, involve-
ment and leadership skills that she has shown throughout her involvement with the 
4-H program.

Th is is the 42nd tear that Farm Bureau has sponsored the 4-H Key Award.
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Adams County Farm Bureau Contacts:There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Life Line (NEW)
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services

Protection
• $500 Reward Protection Program
• Accidental Death Policy
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar
• FS-Growmark Patronage
• Grainger
• Offi  ce Depot
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Budget (NEW)
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

tual Insurance Companyu

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/adamsAdams County Farm Bureau: 866.666.8011

Farm Bureau Dues Explained
Th ere has been much confusion about our dues. Our 
annual dues for Adams County are only $50. I, along with 
our Rural Mutual Insurance agent, receive many calls about 
this when you receive your membership billing statement.

On the billing, it will show the amount due as $65. Th is 
was voted in by the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Board of 
Directors. If you look closely, and in very small print, it will 
tell you what the extra $15 is for: $10 is for the Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau Volunteers for Ag, which is the political part 
of the organization. If you choose to donate the $10, your 

name will be given to political action groups (this is by law). Th e other $5 is for 
the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation, which supports the educational part of 
the organization, such as the Leadership program, Ag in the Classroom, and other 
Foundation activities.

You do not have to pay the $65 if you don’t want to. You only need to send in $50, 
or the amount that you wish to. If you do not want to be billed for the $65 in the 
future, then you can send a note along with your dues statement asking them to 
only bill you for $50. If you have insurance through Rural Mutual and it is taken 
directly from your account, then you should call and ask  for the $15 refund.

I hope this explanation helps and prevents future confusion in the future.

Farm Bureau Sponsors 4-H Key Award

Adams County Farm Bureau president Kay 

Olson-Martz (left) presents Brittany

Sunderlage (right) with the 4-H Key Award.

Delegates Set Policy for 2017 at WFBF Annual Meeting

Kay Olson-Martz (left) and Ethan Olson served as

delegates during the WFBF Annual Meeting.

By Kay Olson-Martz


