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44th Annual Barron County June Dairy Breakfast

The Barron County Farm Bureau display 
included information comparing REAL milk to 
other products using the name, as well as the 
My American Farm kiosk.

Attendees could talk with farmers and get their 
questions answered. Teresa Marker stood in for 
a while.

More than 3,500 people enjoyed the 2017 Barron County June Dairy 
Breakfast. 

Barron County Farm Bureau YFA Chair, Joe 
Braml, flipped pancakes in style in a denim 
apron!

The 44th annual Barron County June Dairy Breakfast was another 
great success!

An estimated 3,500 people were served on June 3 at Gehl Acres 
Farm near Cameron. It was a picture-perfect day on a picture-perfect 
farm.

Thanks to the Farm Bureau members who volunteered and helped. 
Besides helping to serve food, members were on hand in the barn in 
the 'hot seat' answering the Ask-A-Farmer questions, taking a turn 
being interviewed by Amber Gonske on WJMC, handing out Cul-
ver's tokens to children and Theresa Marker did a great job setting 
up a display comparing REAL milk to the products who use milk in 
their name and advertising.

Thank you for a great day!

Lunch and Learn with Wisconsin Farm Bureau
Wisconsin Farm Bureau is excited to 
announce a new Lunch and Learn series 
for members to learn not only more about 
Farm Bureau but to also build personal and 
professional development skills. 

On the first and third Wednesday of each 
month, from noon to 12:30 p.m., join 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau members and staff 
for personal and professional development 
opportunities. The first Wednesday of 

the month will offer a webinar on topics ranging from advocacy to work-
ing with legislators and Farm Bureau programs to engaging consumers. The 
third Wednesday of each month will feature a tour of farms from Wisconsin’s 
diverse agriculture industry. 

Follow Wisconsin Farm Bureau on Facebook to stay up to date on webinar 
topics and information on how to register and request to be added to the 
WFBF Commodity Tour group on Facebook. We can’t wait to join you for 
lunch.

‘That’s Just About Right’ District 9
YFA Members Attend Concert

District 9 Young Farmer and Agriculturist members were 
"not strong enough to say no" to Blackhawk at Cinder City 
Days in Altoona on June 10. About 25 members got together 
to network, enjoy an evening off the farm and have a great 
time at the concert. 

2  President’s Message
    Director of Local Affairs
    WFBF Institute
    Livestock Depredation
 Alerts

3  In Case You Missed It
    Farm Bureau
    Membership
    Member Benefit
    Board Contacts



Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation Newsletter subscription of $3 is included in Farm Bureau dues.www.wfbf.com1.800.261.FARM

President’s Message
Hello Farm Bureau mem-
bers,

I received a call from a 
young producer friend of 
mine. He’s already been on 
his own as a dairyman work-
ing very hard to provide a 
healthy living for his equally 
hard-working wife and fam-
ily for more than a dozen 
years. I’m hoping he is past 

the point where his payments are making a bigger dent in his 
principal and are not all consumed by interest – remember 
that stage?

He had opened his milk check and his first check of the 
month was more than $2 less than the Federal Order. His 

questions? What’s Farm Bureau doing to address what’s hap-
pening in the dairy industry?

I want to know myself. What is Farm Bureau going to do 
about the terrible prices dairy is facing ... and when? The 
more time it takes to address it, the deeper the injury to our 
producers and for each, there is a that point of becoming fatal. 
We cannot delay!

But on the heels of my own question, is the answer I know 
to be true. WE are Farm Bureau! WE are the ones who need 
to decide WHAT is going to be done. If Farm Bureau, as an 
organization, announced an action, a decision void of mem-
ber input, it would not be a grassroots organization as we say 
it is. 

There’s no doubt Farm Bureau needs to stand up and defend 
our industry – how is up to us! And I hope each one of you 

comes to our district policy development meeting or our 
county annual meeting – and not just to complain.

We know what needs to be fixed. But we need to come up 
with ideas ... ideas of how to fix this broken industry. And 
we need to figure out how to bring more veterinarians to our 
area. 

And what to do about investors buying our farmland. I’m 
sure you have some big concerns to add. We need to use this 
organization to speak up. In the meantime, write or call our 
District’s board member who you know also happens to be 
our state President, Jim Holte. I know I’m anxious to hear 
your ideas. I’m sure he is too. Let’s get going!

Karyn Schauf
Barron County Farm Bureau president

Steve Boe Hired as Director of Local Affairs
Steve Boe has 
been hired as 
the Director of 
Local Affairs.

In this newly 
created position, 
Boe will work 
with county 
Farm Bureaus, 
helping to 
respond to local 

issues and ordinances and assist in connect-
ing local government officials with Farm 
Bureau to help communicate information and 
concerns regarding agriculture within their 
county.

“Working with county Farm Bureaus to 
strengthen their relationship and communica-
tion with local and state decision makers is 
an opportunity to share the great news about 
what is happening in agriculture,” Boe said. “I 
am excited and honored to take on this new 
challenge.”

Boe grew up on a farm near Taylor in Jackson 
County. The UW-River Falls graduate has 

degrees in agriculture education and political 
science.

He worked as an agri-science teacher at Inde-
pendence High School, a congressional intern 
for Congressman Ron Kind in Washington, 
D.C., and as a research assistant for State 
Representative Mark Radcliffe in the Wiscon-
sin State Assembly in Madison.

Boe served as a District Coordinator for Wis-
consin Farm Bureau since 2011.

He is a Farm Bureau member in Jackson 
County and a graduate of the Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau Leadership Institute Class III.

"I am so grateful that Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
has heard our need out in the countryside for 
a position such as they have created in this 
Director of Local Affairs,” said Barron County 
Farm Bureau president Karyn Schauf. “Hav-
ing a person who can help us research and 
deal with our local issues will help us better 
communicate our needs and concerns to our 
local officials. It's a win-win for agriculture 
and our communities!"

Livestock Depredation Alerts

Instructions for subscribing to the GovDelivery livestock depredation subscriber list for receiv-
ing text or email alerts about verified wolf, bear and coyote depredations on livestock.  

1.  Go to the DNR’s home page 
(http://dnr.wi.gov/) and click 
on the red envelope icon at the 
bottom of the page.

2.  Enter subscription type 
and the email address 
or phone number you 
would like the alert 
sent. Along with other 
requested information.  
Click ‘Submit’ when 
finished.

3.  Under the ‘Announcements & News’ heading select the ‘Livestock Depredation Notification’ 
topic and any other topics you are interested in receiving notifications about and click ‘Sub-
mit’ at the bottom of the page when finished. That is it.

The Department of Natural Resources has 
everything in place for issuing email and text 
alerts for livestock depredations as requested 
by Wisconsin Farm Bureau.

They will be sending email and text notifica-
tions for all verified livestock depredations 
caused by wolves, bear and coyotes so it is 
more inclusive for producers.

Below are instructions for subscribing to 
GovDelivery and receiving the email and text 
alerts.

If there are any questions, please contact Brad
Koele at Bradley.Koele@wisconsin.gov or 
715.356.5211 ext. 234.
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Welcome New Members

In Case You Missed It ... By Clayton Wohlk, member of the Farmers of Barron County Watershed Group

Recently, the Farmers of the Barron County Watersheds hosted 
a field day at my farm--Rainbow Valley Farm--to showcase
successful establishment of alfalfa using the no-till method.
 
In addition to seeing that, guests watched a rainfall simulator 
on soils from different cropping strategies and learned about a 
no till cropping system. Alfalfa has traditionally been seeded in 
a very disrupted and powdered seed bed in order to get good 
seed to soil contact and with hope and a prayer that it wouldn’t 
get washed out from the first heavy rainfall. Nurse crops also 
have been used to hold soil, and to try to get an additional 
crop from the field.
 
We first switched to no-till seeding alfalfa 18 years ago, elimi-
nating the competition from the nurse crop, and improving 
the stand. Fertility and seed to soil contact are still hands down 
the most important factors in establishing a field. Our main 
goal is a successful establishment the seeding year. Good yields 
will follow if the alfalfa is started on a good path.

Up until we started using rye as a cover crop following silage, 

alfalfa was planted into either a previous year silage field, or a 
soybean field where much of the residue had been removed or 
is simply rotted away to ensure that the drill can get into the 
soil.

Now, since starting to use rye, the rye is harvested for forage at 
the end of May, and the alfalfa is no till drilled as soon as soil 
conditions are right for planting. Being that Roundup Ready 
seed is used, the rye and any other weed is eventually taken out 
with Roundup a couple of weeks following seeding.

This method has proven to work well for us providing a pure 
alfalfa stand that yields well, while also keeping soil distur-
bance and erosion to a minimum. An additional benefit has 
been that the fields are much smoother, which in turn makes 
for a more pleasant and efficient harvest.
 
For more information or any questions, please contact me at 
cwohlk@gmail.com. There are many fine details that should be 
considered when trying it for the first time to ensure success.

Have you used any 
of your Farm Bureau 
member benefits lately?

A long-standing Farm 
Bureau member benefit 
is the $500 Reward
Protection Program.

The reward is paid to 
a qualifying individual who provides information that leads 
to the arrest and conviction of any person who commits the 
crime(s) of arson, theft or criminal damage to a Farm Bureau 
member's property where the reward sign is posted. There are 
$500 Reward signs as well as windows-adhesive decals
available.

The $500 Reward signs or window stickers are available by 
contacting your WFBF District 9 Coordinator Katie 
Mattison at 866.355.7349 or kmattison@wfbf.com or can be 
ordered at no cost directly from the WFBF office in Madison.

Member Benefit of the MonthKnow Someone Who Should Be a Barron County Farm Bureau Member?
To the right is a membership 
application for Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau. The dues in Barron 
County are $50 per membership. 
Below are a couple of quick hints 
for you as you go through the 
membership application. 

1.  Can my spouse and I share a 
membership? Yes. Each member-
ship is one vote for the Barron 
County Farm Bureau. If you 
and your spouse think you can 
have a shared opinion on county 
happenings, then you can have a 
shared membership. If you would 
rather have two votes, each of 
you have to have a membership. 

2.  Why do you need my date of 
birth? Your birthday is used for 
the accidental death benefit that 
comes with your Barron County 
Farm Bureau membership. It also 
helps us target our Young Farmer 
and Agriculturist members so 
that we can be sure to include 
them in activities that are specific 
to them. We will not sell the list 
to anyone, it helps us. 

3.  What is the Ag Newswire? The 
Ag Newswire is produced by Wis-
consin Farm Bureau Federation 
each Friday and it is a summary 
of agriculture news for the past 
week. 

4.  How do I know what my mem-
bership type is? Barron County 
Farm Bureau has established that 
a voting member is someone 
engaged in agricultural purposes, 
actively engaged in the busi-
ness of producing agricultural 
products, or owners of property 

where such business is conducted 
and that an associate member 
is other persons, partnerships, 
unincorporated associations and 
corporations interested in the 
philosophy and objectives of this 
association can be a member, but 
without the right to vote or serve 
as a director. Typically, associate 
members are those without direct 
ties to agriculture, but carry a 
Rural Mutual Insurance policy. 

5.  Who is the membership worker? 
At Farm Bureau, we reward those 
who help us grow our member-
ship. So, if you are giving this 
membership newsletter to some-
one in hopes that they will join, 
please write your name in the 
membership worker blank. We 
will send you $20 for each new 
member that you sign up. It’s a 
great way to be rewarded for tak-
ing time to make the visits and 
help us grow our membership. 

6.  Where do I send my application? 
You can mail it to WFBF, PO 
BOX 5550, Madison, WI 53705 
or you can drop it off at a board 
member’s home.

7.  When should I send in my 
payment, when is it due? Your 
membership starts on the day we 
receive your membership applica-
tion and that will remain your 
renewal date. So, if you know 
that your cash is tight in the 
spring, but you could manage the 
renewal in June, send it in June. 
We are glad to have your mem-
bership anytime.

Calling All
Members! 

Barron County Farm Bureaus is seeking individuals interested 
in serving a term on the board of directors. Board meetings 
are held once a month at 7:45 p.m. on the second Monday of 
each month.

We would love to have you join us.

If you are interested or have questions, please contact 
Barron County Farm Bureau president Karyn Schauf at 
715.790.7203 or District 9 Coordinator Katie Mattison at 
kmattison@wfbf.com or 866.355.7349.


