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Crawford County Farm Bureau

AG DAY AT THE CAPITOL
The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation invites you to attend

Monona Terrace Convention Center • Madison, WI
January 24, 2018

Presented by:

Thank You to Our Sponsors:

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Early Registration Deadline: January 18
Cost:  $25 per person by registration 

deadline. 
$30 after deadline and at the door.

3:00 p.m.  Leave for Capitol Visits

11:00 a.m. Registration
11:30 a.m. Opening Program
11:45 a.m. Lunch
12:45 p.m. Legislative Briefing

Schedule of Events:

To register, please contact Crawford County Farm Bureau president Don Brown at 
608.485.1802. Crawford County Farm Bureau will sponsor members to attend.

Plan to Attend Ag Day at the Capitol

2018 FFA Farm Forum Sponsorships
The Crawford County Farm Bureau will sponsor students interested in attending FFA 
Farm Forum on February 16-17, 2018, at Hotel Mead in Wisconsin Rapids. The 
forum is for students who are ready and willing to explore new topics and learn outside 
their comfort zone. It features general session speakers, workshops, a discussion meet 
demonstration, and a game-night.

If you or an FFA member you know wants to attend, please contact president Don 
Brown by January 15, 2018.

Farmers: For Great Resources, Call the Wisconsin Farm Center
 The Wisconsin Farm Center provides information 
and support to farmers and their families in order 
to help grow Wisconsin’s agricultural economy. 
The center partners with industry groups, govern-
ment and educational entities and other stake-
holders in the agriculture sector. Farmers and 
small agribusiness owners can reach the Farm 
Center through the toll-free line at 800.942.2474, 

or stop in on the fourth floor of the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection office building at 2811 Agriculture 
Drive, Madison. Office hours and the toll free 
helpline are available from 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
weekdays. People also can contact the Farm
Center by email at farmcenter@wisconsin.gov.

RURAL MUTUAL AGENTS IN CRAWFORD COUNTY

Bart Zeeh
(608) 326-6479

Randy Palmer, District Manager - (608) 515-3123



The Crawford County Farm Bureau held their annual meeting on 
September 21 at the Seneca Town Hall. The evening began with a 
meal and was followed by the business portion of the meeting.

Members selected delegates for the WFBF Annual Meeting, elected 
directors for next year and discussed resolutions. Grant County 
members passed seven resolutions, including the following:

State
•  Only members of an agricultural cooperative should be eligible to 

be voting members of the board of directors. 

•  All agricultural cooperatives should maintain the principle of one 
member, one vote. 

•  We support putting higher priority on funding for state Extension 
specialist positions and 4-H and Youth Development educators. 

•  We support the DNR to control the populations of predatory 
wildlife not a federal judge. 

Federal 
•  All milk processors must give direct farms 60 days notice before 

any changes to premium structure or required fees. They must also 
give 90 days notice before termination of service. 

•  We oppose the fall FSA-578 crop acreage report. 
•  We encourage the USDA to update and utilize current acreage 

reports.

These were forwarded to the state Policy Development Commit-
tee and then for consideration by the delegates during the WFBF 
Annual Meeting. Thank you to everyone who attended the annual 
meeting, we look forward to seeing more of you there next year. 
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Crawford County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting Highlights

Farm Bureau in Action

Farm Bureau sponsors the 4-H Key Award, the highest honor a 4-H mem-
ber can receive. Youth receiving this award have demonstrated growth 
in their 4-H involvement, developed and applied their leadership skills, 
and participated in their club and their community. Crawford County 
Farm Bureau director Leroy Peterson presented the award to this year’s 
winners Emma Payne and Laura Cornwall.

The Crawford County Summer Picnic was held on July 21 at Eastman 
Park. Members enjoyed an evening featuring great food and good
company. Thank you to those who joined us for this annual event.

District 3 members joined Ag in the Classroom Coordinator Darlene 
Arneson for the Fall Information Meeting at the Platteville Public Library. 
Members learned about the program, contests, resources and activi-
ties that can be used to teach about agriculture. Farm Bureau’s Ag in the 
Classroom program provides teachers and K-12 students with an under-
standing of how their food is produced. It is carried out by a network 
of educators, volunteers and representatives from agricultural orga-
nizations and businesses. If you want to learn more about how to get 
involved with Crawford County’s Ag in the Classroom program, please 
contact committee chair Pat Dearth.

The District 3 YFA Discussion Meet was held on August 29 at the Grant 
County Farm Bureau building. The district topic was: Formation of fam-
ily farm corporations is common practice. How can Farm Bureau work 
to ensure that the public’s positive perception of the family farm is not 
lost? There were seven contestants including: (from left) Kent Jerrett, 
Grant County; Sophia Peterson, Vernon County; TJ Roth, Grant County; 
Julie Orth, Grant County; Andrew Dal Santo, Grant County, Josh Bailie, 
Grant County; and Dan Frank, Grant County. Josh, Andrew and TJ
participated at the state competition held during the YFA Conference. 
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The 2018 Ag in the Class-
room Book of the Year 
is written by Wiscon-
sin native Tracy Nelson 
Maurer. “John Deere, 
That’s Who!” teaches 
students about agricul-
tural advancements in 
technology, efficiency and 
productivity.

Each year, the Ag in the 
Classroom program holds 
an essay contest in conjunction with 
the book of the year for fourth and fifth 
grade students throughout the state. 

This year’s essay contest topic is, ‘Inven-
tions that have made agriculture great.’ 
Accompanying lessons aligned to state 
standards and various Wisconsin educa-
tional resources are available online for 
teachers, students and volunteers to use 
in promoting and preparing essays.

Essay submissions must be 100- to 300-
words in length and will be judged on 

content, grammar, spell-
ing and neatness. 

For essay contest rules, 
lesson plans and sample 
classroom activities visit 
wisagclassroom.org/whats-
new. Essays are due April 
2, 2018.

Nine district winners will 
be selected with one being 
chosen as the state winner 

in May by the WFB Foundation’s Pro-
motion and Education Committee. Each 
district winner will receive a classroom 
presentation for their class. The essay 
contest is sponsored by We Energies and 
the WFB Foundation. Last year, more 
than 2,800 students participated in the 
contest.

Questions about the essay contest can 
be directed to the Crawford County Ag 
in the Classroom committee chair Pat 
Dearth at 608.279.2417 or
justcause15@hotmail.com.

Ag in the Classroom UpdateDistrict 3 Young Farmer and Agriculturist Update
When asked, “What is 
your favorite Farm Bureau 
activity?” Many mem-
bers reply with the WFBF 
Annual Meeting and YFA 
Conference.

This year’s conference 
was held December 1-4 
at the Kalahari Resorts in 

Wisconsin Dells. There was a lot to look forward 
to including, a Vegas Casino Night on Friday, the 
cornhole tournament on Saturday and a variety of 
breakout sessions that took place throughout the 
weekend. Members enjoyed speakers like Michele 
Payn, founder of AgChat and author of the best-
seller book, “Food Truths from Farm to Table,” and 
Chris Koch, a farmer from Canada born without 
legs and arms and a true inspiration.

District 3 also was well represented in the YFA 
award competitions. Congratulations to Discussion 
Meet qualifiers, Josh Bailie, Andrew Dal Santo and 
Thomas Roth; Excellence in Ag finalists, Justin and 
Livia Doyle; and Achievement Award finalists, Alex 
Bringe and Chad and Katrina Gleason. 

Throughout 2017, the six counties in District 3 
have been busy with a variety of activities, includ-
ing: Cheese, Cows and Coozies at Joe and Amber 
McComish’s farm, a bowling night at Tower 
Junction, Night on the Farm at Andy Buttle’s, the 
Dubuque Fighting Saints hockey game outing, a 
Madison Mallards baseball game, Day on the Farm 
at Digman’s, the ag educational tent and rides 
on ‘Buster the Bull’ at Grant County Fair, Iowa 
County Skid Steer Challenge, Anytime Fitness 
Beef Display, YFA Nights Out and the list goes on.  

These were all very successful and entertaining, 
so thank you to all the dedicated members that 
helped make these events happen. Be sure to share 
the message that these activities are fun for anyone!

I also want to encourage YFA members to tune in 
and speak up about political issues affecting the 
agricultural industry. The 2018 Farm Bill is very 
significant and will have major effects on farm-
ers depending on what gets passed, including: Tax 
reform (i.e., estate taxes), immigration reform, 
crop insurance programs, increase support of dairy 
farmers, livestock industry vaccine bank, trade, etc.

The importance of sharing your thoughts with 
local, state and national representatives is critical to 
the future of the agriculture industry. Write a letter, 
email or call them with your personal stories.

Lastly, be sure to mark your calendars for
upcoming events:
Jan. 5-10, 2018
AFBF Annual Convention, Nashville, Tennessee
Jan. 24, 2018
Ag Day at the Capitol, Madison
Feb. 16-19, 2018
Young Farmer and Rancher
Conference, Reno, Nevada
Apr. 5-6,  2018
IGNITE Conference, Stevens Point
June 4-8, 2018
YFA Fly-In, Washington, D.C.

If you have any questions or activity suggestions, 
please contact me at 608.732.7431. 

Tammy Wiedenbeck
District 3 YFA Representative

District 3 Director Update
Patience is a Virtue
We know we live in a fast paced 
world and there seems to be 
no letting up of the pace or the 
magnitude of the issues that 
bombard us everyday. Patience is 
quickly becoming expendable if 
not a forgotten virtue.

Every day we in agriculture 
are in a perpetual battle with 
patience. We know there are 

times when patience pays and times when patience becomes 
procrastination, resulting in lost opportunity. Whether 
planting corn or pulling a calf, there is a time when patience 
changes from opportunity and becomes a liability.

In September, your Board of Directors traveled with our Farm 
Bill Committee and Dairy Committee to Washington, D.C. 
We presented to our members of Congress, as well visited 
with key Agriculture Committee members, our concerns and 
recommendations with the upcoming reauthorization of the 
Farm Bill.

The current dairy situation and the inadequacy of the milk 
Margin Protection Program to offer real support led our 
discussion at every level. Admittedly everyone understood the 
dilemma, but solutions were harder to come by staying within 
the budgetary baseline.

Without going into great detail, we presented ideas that 
would give dairy farmers additional flexibility and risk man-
agement options without influencing the market place. Doing 
this within the budget constraints is challenging if not
daunting.

It also was our recommendation and basic consensus with 
those we visited with, the food assistance title or Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) should remain a part 
of the overall Farm Bill. Even though food assistance is more 
than 75 percent of the Farm Bill, passing a Farm Bill without 
SNAP would make for a very contentious debate in Congress. 
Other issues we presented in Washington were diverse, from 
conservation and trade to rural broadband. The challenge 
remains for Congress – time and money. 

There was a genuine hope and optimism that Congress would 
like to conclude a Farm Bill before the end of the year. Farm 
Bills are unique in that they are not so much partisan, Repub-
lican, Democrat, but regional and urban vs. rural. 

With the holiday season approaching and Congress currently 
focused on tax reform, it’s becoming more difficult to pass 
a Farm Bill this year. While patience is a virtue, it is quickly 
becoming lost opportunity.

While we need to be patient, we must be vigilant. Agriculture 
and our citizens need and deserves a timely, responsive and 
viable Farm Bill to insure a safe and secure food supply. 

Happy holidays.

Dick Gorder
WFBF District 3 Director

WFBF Seeks Rural Route Photos
Wisconsin Farm Bureau members live and work in 
some of the most beautiful places. In Rural Route, 
WFBF wants to highlight those sights with your 
families and friends. 
 
Please email your photos (high resolution 
jpgs, 4x6 inches at 300 dpi) to 
lsiekmann@wfbf.com.
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Crawford County Farm Bureau Contacts:
Hello everyone! It was nice to attend 
all of the county annual meetings 
across the district and meet new faces 
while catching up with old friends. 

On Saturday, October 28, a group of 
District 3 members toured Kicka-
poo Orchard in Crawford County 
and learned about the apple industry 
while enjoying apple cider and a hot 
lunch on a chilly day. Afterwards we 

ventured to Udder Brothers Creamery in Boscobel, where 
dairy farmer Jason Sparrgrove shared how they opened their 
retail store featuring local ice cream, cheeses, baked goods, 
popcorn, and more. All six counties were represented at the 
orchard tour; thank you to those who attended!

Mark your calendars for these upcoming events: 
January 20, 2018: Join your fellow Farm Bureau members for 
a day of service and fun at the District 3 Winter Promotion 
and Education Volunteer Activity and Meeting. Come help 
prepare food for those at Second Harvest Foodbank in
Madison, and enjoy lunch with friends while catching up on 
the latest promotion and education plans and events.

March 20, 2018: National Agriculture Day. The American 
Farm Bureau Federation has examples of tweets and posts for 
members to use to promote agriculture. Share facts, figures 
and personal stories about why you love agriculture with your 
social communities. Use the social media platform of your 
choice. 

April 2, 2018: Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest entries are 
due. This year’s essay contest revolves around the Book of the 
Year, “John Deere, That’s Who!” and invites students to write 
essays based on the topic, “Inventions that have made agricul-
ture great.” Spring can be a hard time for teachers with testing 
and planned curriculum. Try to contact teachers before they 
leave for winter break and follow up in person if you can. For 
more information, visit www.wisagclassroom.org.

There will be no 2018 WI Ag Women’s Summit and no AgVo-
cate of the Year Award. In the spring of 2019, a new event will 
be planned in partnership with Rural Mutual Insurance. Stay 
tuned. Have a warm and safe winter.

Katie Roth
District 3 Promotion and Education Committee
Representative 

District 3 Promotion and Education Update

District 3 Members Compete as YFA Award Finalists
District 3 members Justin and Livia Doyle, Chad and Katrina 
Gleason and Alex Bringe were named YFA award finalists and 
competed for top honors in their respective award category at 
the WFBF YFA Conference.

Justin and Livia Doyle 
competed for the Excel-
lence in Ag Award, which 
recognizes Young Farmer 
and Agriculturist mem-
bers who excel in their 
leadership abilities, and 
involvement in agricul-
ture, Farm Bureau and 
other civic and service 
organizations. The Doyles 
live outside of Mineral 

Point and are active Iowa County Farm Bureau members. 
Together with family, they farm 150 acres of cropland, raise 50 
cow/calf pairs of Red and Black Angus beef cattle and co-own 
On Point Auction Service. They are proud parents of two boys: 
Quayde and Gentry. In addition to farming, auctioneering and 
raising a family, they are both beginning their eighth year in 
education. Justin is an agriculture/technology teacher at Dar-
lington High School and Livia teaches fourth grade at Mineral 
Point Elementary School.

Chad and Katrina Gleason and Alex Bringe competed for the 
Achievement Award, which recognizes YFA members who 
excel in production farming, leadership ability and involve-
ment in Farm Bureau and other organizations. Achievement 
Award applicants must have derived a majority of their income 
from on-farm production during the past three years.

Chad and Katrina 
Gleason are fourth gen-
eration farmers, from 
north of Shullsburg, 
in Lafayette County. 
They have three chil-
dren: Cassidy, Gage 
and Kinsey. On their 
farm, they specialize in 
dairy beef, where they 

raise bottle-fed calves to finished steers. The family raises 400 
calves per year from local dairy farms. The family grows and 
harvests their own feed on 80 acres of owned and 60 acres of 
rented land. Chad is a former director for the Lafayette County 
Farm Bureau. He enjoys farm-related activities and spending 
time with others who share his passion for agriculture. Katrina 
home schools their children and manages the farm books. She 
enjoys cooking, working with horses and spending time with 
family and friends.

Alex Bringe is a member 
of Vernon County Farm 
Bureau. Alex is a beef and 
grain farmer from Viroqua. 
He graduated from the UW-
Platteville with an animal 
science degree. He continued 
his education at Western 
Technical College in its farm 
business management pro-
gram. His lifelong interest 
in agriculture and politics 

led him to Farm Bureau. He is the Vernon County YFA chair 
and also serves as the pork chop fundraiser coordinator. He has 
attended the YFA leadership trip to Washington, D.C., and 
the WFBF Annual Meeting as a county delegate. He is also a 
graduate of the WFBF Leadership Institute.

This year’s state winners will compete at the AFBF 2018 
Annual Conference in Nashville, Tennessee.

The Crawford County Farm Bureau board of directors meet to dis-
cuss agricultural issues, plan events and activities and make deci-
sions that benefit the organization. These leaders dedicate much 
of their time to representing Farm Bureau in the community and at 
the state and national levels. Their service and dedication to Farm 
Bureau and the agricultural industry is greatly appreciated. The 
Crawford County Farm Bureau Board of Directors includes: (from 
left) Don Brown, Mary Jo Johnsrude, Leroy Peterson, Jim Meng, 
Steve Johnsrude, Cindy Meng, Craig Hromadka and Ron Ellefson; 
not in the photo: Lori Brown, Pat Dearth and Mike Dearth.


