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Time & Cost

RSVP

Location

• 6:30 p.m. - Social hour
• 7:30 p.m. - Dinner followed by business meeting
•  $5 per person, free for new members

By September 18 to Carl Casper at 715.235.3323 
or District 9 Coordinator Katie Mattison at 
715.418.0975 (call or text) or kmattison@wfbf.com.

Dean and Sue’s Bar and Grill
2002 Midway Road
Menomonie, WI 54751

Dunn County Farm Bureau

We invite you to come celebrate our
Dunn County Farm Bureau year and take 
part in our annual business meeting ...

Annual Meeting

7:30 p.m.
Dean & Sue’s Bar and Grill

Menomonie

Tuesday, September 26

Join your friends and neighbors at the Dunn County Farm 
Bureau annual meeting where we will celebrate the year’s ac-
complishments, create policy for 2018, vote on directors for 
Dunn County Farm Bureau and elect delegates to the WFBF 
Annual Meeting in December.

In addition to the regular items of business coming before 
the members at the Dunn County Farm Bureau annual 
meeting, the board of directors will submit for approval by 
members a by-law change to increase the membership dues 
for Dunn County Farm Bureau.

Please plan on attending and let your voice be heard!

Details

Laverne Weber

Picture this…

Miles Brenner had a great time showing a goat in the 
Little Britches show at the Dunn County Fair on July 30.

Welcome New Members
Aaron Dietsche*, Jane Dobbs, Margaret Grohn, 
Thomas Hayden and Aaron Vasey*.

*Denotes voting membership. 



Members of the Dunn County Farm Bureau attended a district-
wide policy meeting on August 3 at the Stout Ale House in
Menomonie.

The purpose of the meeting was to develop resolutions that will be 
discussed and possibly proposed within each county Farm Bureau.  
More than 60 members from Barron, Dunn, Pierce, Polk, Rusk and 
St. Croix counties attended.

Some of the topics included in the policy discussion were: 2018 

Farm Bill, dairy, transportation, water quality and the future of 
agriculture.

As a grassroots organization, it is Farm Bureau’s members at the 
county level who create and set the policy goals of the state’s lead-
ing farm organization. The Wisconsin Farm Bureau is often asked 
to get involved in issues affecting production agriculture and rural 
Wisconsin both in Madison and Washington, D.C.  This fall, Farm 
Bureau members around the state will vote on resolutions that cover 
issues at their county annual meetings and forward them to be dis-
cussed at the WFBF Annual Meeting in December.

Do you have a topic that you want discussed? Either contact one of 
the Dunn County Farm Bureau board members or attend the Dunn 
County Farm Bureau annual meeting on Tuesday, September 26.
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For Example: Name

Members, look for your name in the image shown below and win $10 to 
be put towards next year’s membership dues. All you have to do is read 
your newsletter, search for the image, and if your name appears, you have 
30 days to contact Marv Prestrud at 715.418.1990 to let him know you 
have found your name. Good Luck!

Find Your Name and Win

Grassroots Work at Its Best in Dunn County 

Farm Bureau members discussed issues important to farmers and
agriculturists in northwestern Wisconsin.

Dunn County Farm Bureau Continues a Tradition of Success at the Food Stand
The Farm Bureau food stand is a staple at many county fairs around 
the countryside, and it is a tradition that we should be proud of.  
The Farm Bureau food stand allows us to connect with our commu-
nity, other local business and reconnect with each other.

2017 continued the tradition with the Dunn County Farm Bureau 
food stand operating during the five-days of the Dunn County 
Fair.  Funds raised in the food stand are used throughout the year 

to support Ag in the Classroom, Young Farmer and Agriculturists 
Program, Ag Promotion and Education, scholarships for graduating 
seniors, 4-H and FFA support and many other agriculture promo-
tion activities.

Thank you to our dedicated volunteers who helped make this year’s 
Farm Bureau food stand a success.  We could not do this without 
you.

Many of our members helped for a shift or two at the food stand.  
Sometimes even other County Farm Bureau members show up to assist.  
Jerica Meyer, Amanda Prochnow, Dave Kruschke (St. Croix County Farm 
Bureau), Carl Casper, Trevor Prochnow and Randy Roquette (St. Croix 
County Farm Bureau volunteered to work the late shift the Saturday 
night of the fair.

Sunday shift workers were all smiles.  Thank you to Becca Warner, Carl 
Casper, Kayla Pagenkopf, Cindy Bourget, Lisa Hoff and Mary Prestrud for 
helping finish out the fair strong.

2   President’s Message

     4-H Key Award

     4-H Clubs Promote Dairy

3   Discussion Meet

     Fall Field Day

     Cover Crop Conference

     Annual County Picnic 

     Board Contacts 

     



Brandon Gilbertson of Elk 
Mound is the recipient of the 
4-H Key Award that was pre-
sented on July 30 at the Dunn 
County Fair in Menomonie. 
He is a member of the Elk 
Meadow 4-H Club.

The award was presented by 
Dunn County Farm Bureau 
president Marv Prestrud. This 
is the 43rd consecutive year the 
4-H Key Award is being spon-
sored by the WFB Foundation 

and Rural Mutual Insurance Company. 

The Key Award, the highest award given to 4-H members, rec-
ognizes those who have shown consistent growth in their 4-H 
program, who have developed their citizenship and leadership 
abilities and who have been helpful members in their club and 

community. Although it is a state award, Key Award recipients 
are determined by the county 4-H leader’s organization, which 
evaluates a member's total record in making its decision. 

Brandon is the son of Kevin and Kay Gilbertson. He has been 
involved in Elk Meadow 4-H club for nine years. Brandon 
has earned the achievement, citizenship and leadership awards 
prior to receiving the honor of the Key award. In his club, he 
has held the position of treasurer and vice president. He has 
been involved in a variety of projects including: dairy, swine, 
beef, dogs, scale model, music, speaking, crops, foods and 
nutrition and drawing and painting. He also has been involved 
in a few club drama and music productions and has also par-
ticipated in a club performance at Wisconsin State Fair.  

Brandon has been an active member of the Dunn County 
dairy judging team. He was unable to partake in the judging 
event this year, as he had the honor of participating in Citizen 
Washington Focus, a leadership trip that exposes 4-H mem-
bers to writing bills and exploring the history of our nation in 

Washington, D.C. Brandon also participated in the American 
Spirit Trip last summer. He attended 4-H camps and served 
as a counselor for Cloverbud Day Camp. Brandon helps his 
club organize June dairy month promotion at the local park. 
He also was served at the community table in Eau Claire with 
other 4-H members. Brandon enjoys helping younger mem-
bers in projects that he is involved with. He attributes his suc-
cess to hard work, his parent’s support and working together 
with his younger siblings, Bailey and Kaleb.  

Brandon will be a senior at Elk Mound High School this year. 
In addition to 4-H, he has held leadership roles in his chap-
ter FFA, he will serve as president this year. He is also active 
in football, power lifting, band and church activities. He is 
excited about agriculture and enjoys all aspects of working on 
his family's farm. 

The Dunn County Farm Bureau, WFB Foundation and Rural 
Mutual Insurance Company are pleased to be a part of this, 
and wish to congratulate Brandon on a job well done.

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation Newsletter subscription of $3 is included in Farm Bureau dues.www.wfbf.com1.800.261.FARM

President’s Message

Brandon Gilbertson of the Elk Meadow 4-H Club Receives 4-H Key Award from Dunn County Farm Bureau

Dunn County Farm Bureau 
president Marv Prestrud pre-
sented Brandon Gilbertson 
with the 4-H Key Award.

Dunn County 4-H Clubs Help Promote June Dairy Month
Dunn County Farm Bureau asked 4-H clubs in Dunn County 
to help promote dairy for June Dairy Month.  Each club was 
reimbursed up to $75 for their efforts. Thank you to the 4-H 
clubs in Dunn County that helped to promote dairy.

On June 7, members of the Elk Mound community enjoyed free 
ice cream treats courtesy of Elk Meadow 4-H Club. 4-H members 
answered dairy questions and other inquiries about their 4-H proj-
ects. The dairy promotion featured a display entitled ’rethink your 
drink,‘ which portrayed the amount of sugar in popular beverages. 
The display also included great information about dairy that the 
community could take home with them. This 4-H youth interacted 
with the Elk Mound community by leading them in making butter 
with whipping cream and helped them to make milk fireworks. 

The IDEAL 4-H Club held a June dairy month promotion on June 16 
at the Menomonie Leisure Center for community members partici-
pating in BINGO.  We had 100 percent club participation (10 mem-
bers total). Members helped assemble and serve root beer floats to 
more than 40 attendees. Fun was had by all.

Missouri Valley 4 –H Club hosted a 4-H stand serving root beer 
floats, strawberry, chocolate and vanilla ice cream cones and 
walking tacos at Durand Funfest on June 9-11. On June 26, they 
also hosted a Dairy Day at Leipnitz Dental Clinic in Menomonie. 
Cheese curds and root beer, creamsicle or purple cow floats made 
with vanilla ice cream were served. Along with the floats, everyone 
visited with Willow the calf, and 4-H members answered questions 
about caring for her and the dairy farm.

Hay River Helpers 
4-H Club promoted 
dairy at Pafko Park 
in Boyceville on 
June 27. Members 
passed out ice 
cream sandwiches 
to attendees at the 
baseball game. 
Everyone enjoyed 
the dairy treat.

Cedarlings 4-H Club took over 
the Menomonie Farmers’ Mar-
ket on June 17 in honor of June 
Dairy Month. Club members 
handed out cheese curds from 
Eau Galle Cheese and helped 
attendees make ice cream. In 
addition, club members handed 
out homemade ice cream 
recipes and bookmarks for June 
Dairy Month and information 
about their club by presenting 
cards with 4-H club information 
on it and 4-H key chains.

On June 24, Willing Worker’s 4-H Club members served root beer 
floats and string cheese at Dick’s Fresh Market in Menomonie. Dur-
ing their two-hour June Dairy Month promotion, they distributed 
120 cheese sticks, used two pails of ice cream and four, two-liter 
bottles of root beer. The members really brightened many people’s 
groggy Saturday morning with their FREE treats and unending 
enthusiasm for June Dairy Month.

We have had so much happen since our last newslet-
ter. The Dunn County Fair has already come and 
gone. The Dunn County Farm Bureau food stand 
operated again with much success.

Thank you to the efforts of many fantastic volun-
teers who helped make the food stand possible. 
Also, the leadership of Cindy Bourquet has been 
integral in making this to happen.

Farm Bureau also recognized Brandon Gilbertson 

for his hard work in 4-H by awarding him the 4-H 
Key Award. Congratulations to Brandon for work-
ing so diligently. 

Jim and Gayle Holte hosted a luncheon on their 
farm near Elk Mound on August 4 with the Secre-
tary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, along with Sena-
tor Ron Johnson and Representative Sean Duffy. It 
was great for us to have such important policy mak-
ers and law makers come so locally. It truly shows 
how Farm Bureau is grassroots.

Looking forward, I want to see you attend the 
Dunn County Farm Bureau annual meeting at 
Dean and Sue’s Bar and Grill in Menomonie on 
September 26. It is another opportunity to
participate at the grassroots level. Please attend and 
get involved.

Marv Prestrud
Dunn County Farm Bureau President



The Dunn County Soil and Water Health Partnership will 
host a fall field day on Wednesday, September 27, at the Red 
Cedar Demonstration Farm (RCDF), near the intersection of 
Highway 12/29 East and Stokke Parkway in Menomonie.
 
The workshop will be from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. (rain or shine) 
at the RCDF farm fields. Topics and speakers will include:

•  Use of cover crops with fall manure applications; Matt 
Ruark, associate professor and Extension soil scientist at

  UW-Madison.
•  Cover crop seed varieties update and discussion; Chad 

Zutter, Elk Mound Seed.
•  Highboy cover crop application discussion and demon-

stration; Eberly Ag Services, Thorp.
•  Precipitation and nitrogen use effi-

ciency in 2017;  CVTC and Country-
side Cooperative

•  Rainfall simulator demonstration;  
Brian Briski, NRCS area resource con-
servationist.

A total of three CCA CEUs have been 
applied for this session. Refreshments 
will be provided by Compeer Financial.
Those interested in attending are 
encouraged to register by September 
22 to ensure an adequate number of 
handouts are available.

Please register by contacting UW-
Extension Dunn County agriculture 
agent Katie Wantoch at 715.232.1636 
or katie.wantoch@ces.uwex.edu.

For more information, visit http://

dunn.uwex.edu/agriculture/red-cedar-demonstration-farm-2. 

This workshop is sponsored by the Dunn County Soil and 
Water Health Partnership, Compeer Financial, Elk Mound 
Seed and Countryside Cooperative. Partnership agencies 
include: Chippewa Valley Technical College, Dunn County 
Land and Water Conservation Division, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and UW-Extension Dunn County. 

Directions:  The Red Cedar Demonstration Farm is on the east 
side of Menomonie near the intersection of High-
way 12/29 and Stokke Parkway. The tent will be 
near the Dunn County Transit Commission, 640 
Stokke Parkway, Menomonie.
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The District 9 Young Farmer and Agriculturist Discussion 
Meet was held on August 3 at the Stout Ale House in
Menomonie.

The question that participants discussed was: Formation of 
family farm corporations is common practice. How can Farm 
Bureau work to ensure that the public’s positive perception of 
the family farm is not lost?

Farm Bureau’s strength depends on its members’ ability to 
analyze agricultural issues and decide on solutions that best 
meet their needs. The Discussion Meet is an activity designed 
to build these crucial skills in young farmers and agriculturists. 
By participating, members build basic discussion skills, develop 

a keen understanding of important agricultural issues and 
explore how groups can pool knowledge to reach consensus 
and solve problems.

The YFA Discussion Meet gives young members a chance to 
demonstrate their speaking skills on agricultural-related topics. 
Contestants are judged on their problem-solving skills as they 
discuss timely topics with their colleagues. 

Each of WFBF’s nine districts holds a district Discussion Meet 
competition late summer or fall.  Three contestants from each 
district advance to the state competition at the YFA Confer-
ence in the Wisconsin Dells.

Outstanding Young Farmer and Agriculturist Discussion Meet

Seven great contestants participated in the District 9 Discussion 
Meet: Cindy Bourget, Dunn County Farm Bureau; Andrew
Winiarczyk, Sawyer County Farm Bureau; Nate Kringle, Barron 
County Farm Bureau; Isaac Christenson, Polk County Farm Bureau; 
Lexi Dusell and Kirsten Konder, St. Croix County Farm Bureau and 
Laura Benitz, Pierce County Farm Bureau.

Congratulations to Laura Benitz, Isaac Christenson and Nate
Kringle who will compete at the state contest in December. 

Annual Combined County Picnic 
Draws a Crowd
On June 22, more than 60 Farm Bureau members from 
Dunn County, Pierce County and St. Croix County gathered 
for a fun evening of networking and excellent food at the 
second annual  Farm Bureau picnic.

Attendees met and listened to WFBF Director of Local 
Affairs Steve Boe.

Thank you to those who attended and made the evening 
great. Thank you to Greg and Irma Zwald, owners of White 
Pine Berry Farm, for hosting the event.

Organizers are looking forward to the 2018 picnic, which 
will be hosted by Dunn County Farm Bureau.

The second annual Dunn, Pierce, St. Croix County Farm Bureau 
picnic was a huge success with more than 60 members in atten-
dance.

Red Cedar Demonstration Fall Field Day

Larry Lentz

Did You Know?
Dunn County agriculture generates
$805.7 million in economic activity,
25.7 percent, of the county's total
economic activity.


