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Grant County YFA Update
The Grant County Young Farmer and 
Agriculturists have been busy over the past 
few months. 

In February, several YFA members traveled 
to Dubuque for the annual Fighting Saints 
hockey game outing. As always, a lot of 
fun was had. 

In March, Grant County YFAs hosted a 
bowling night at Tower Junction. More 
than 40 young farmers were in attendance, 
and a great time was had by all. 

Many members also attended the ‘Cheese, 
Cows & Coozies’ event hosted by Lafayette 
County, where they judged classes of cattle, 
sampled different types of cheese, and 
socialized with other young farmers. 

The Southwest Shindig was a new District 
3 YFA event this year. Members enjoyed 
a night out at Vesperman Farms, dancing 

their boots off to live music by well-
known country band, Chasin’ Mason.
In August, the YFA will again be 
managing the Farm Bureau Ag Tent at 
the Grant County Fair. We will have 
a baby calf to pet, chicks hatching, 
a mural to color, games to play, and 
prizes to win. With a growing number 
of people gaining interest in visiting 
the tent, volunteers are greatly needed! 
If you have any interest in working a 
shift, please contact Sarah
Johnsen at bsjohnsen80@gmail.com 
or 608.732.5784. 

The YFA Excellence in Agriculture 
and Achievement Award applications 
can be found online at the WFBF 
website and are due July, 10. The state 
winners of these awards will have the 
opportunity to boot scoot and boogie 
their way to Nashville to compete at 
the 2018 AFBF National Conven-

tion. If you have 
questions about the 
application process 
or need assistance, 
please feel free to 
contact District 
3 Coordinator, 
Melissa Doyle.

RURAL MUTUAL AGENTS IN GRANT COUNTY

Cliff Burgess
(608) 744-3455

Randy Palmer, District Manager - (608) 515-3123

Randy Lange
(608) 348-3720

Emmett Scullion
(608) 723-2106

Volunteer at the Grant County Fair 
Food Stand
Grant County Farm Bureau is look-
ing for volunteers to help at the 
county fair food stand. 

Daily shifts are 8 a.m.-10 a.m., 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 2 p.m.- 6 p.m. 
and 6 p.m.-10 p.m. We appreciate any help you can give! 

To sign up for a shift, contact Larry or Lori Jerrett at 
608.723.2395 or visit wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/grant/ and 
click on the fair sign-up link.

Save the Date - 
Annual Meeting
The Grant County Farm Bureau 
Board of Directors invites all  
members to join them at this year’s 
Grant County Farm Bureau Annual 
Meeting! 

Tuesday, September 26 | 7 p.m. | Grant County Youth & Ag 
Building

Watch your mailbox for a postcard with additional meeting 
details and RSVP information. 
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Farm Bureau Members Get Social
The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation is helping farmers 
share their stories with the Takeover Tuesday and Ask A 
Farmer Friday programs. 
 
Takeover Tuesday is the one day a week where a Farm 
Bureau member maintains the Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s 
Instagram and/or Snapchat account. They use these plat-
forms to talk about their passion for the agricultural com-
munity and answer questions from followers.

 
Grant County 
members, Jackie Bevan, 
Kelsi Retallick and 
Tammy Wiedenbeck have 
already participated, and 
many more members will 
soon follow.

Farmers and consumers 

alike can follow along by adding “wifarmbureau” on Instagram and 
Snapchat. Both accounts will be full of activity from farmers and 
agriculturists.
 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau will also be hosting a video series of Ask A 
Farmer Fridays. On Fridays, Wisconsin farmers will answer a com-
mon agriculture related question via video on the Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau Facebook page.

Farm Bureau in Action

1 and 2. Ag Day on Campus was hosted by the 
Collegiate Farm Bureau at UW-Platteville on 
Thursday, April 20. Those walking by could 
grab a walking taco, enjoy delicious Wisconsin 
made snacks, participate in sheep shearing 
demonstrations, visit farm animals and learn 
more about agriculture. Grant County Farm 
Bureau members Becca Hilby and Jackie See-
low gave out cheese samples and shared facts 
about Wisconsin’s favorite dairy product. 

3. Grant County Farm Bureau members were 
among the 400 in attendance at this year’s Ag 
Day at the Capitol. Attendees were briefed 
on the latest legislative issues concerning 

agriculture before heading to the Capitol to 
speak with their elected officials. Grant County 
members met with Senator Howard Marklein 
and Representative Travis Tranel to discuss the 
state budget, transportation funding, ground-
water legislation, agrichemical fee reductions 
and other pertinent ag issues.

4. Grant County Farm Bureau President, Peter 
Winch, and Vice President, Allen Johnson, 
attended the 2017 Council of Presidents Meet-
ing in March at the Sheraton Madison Hotel. 
Peter and Allen met with other county leaders 
from around the state to network and discuss 
official WFBF business.

5 and 6. Several Grant County Farm Bureau 
members attended the 2017 Wisconsin Ag 
Women’s Summit at the Madison Marriott 
West. The purpose of the event is to connect 
and inspire women involved in the diverse 
areas of agriculture. Evening entertainment 
included a casino night with games and prizes.

7 and 8. Grant County Farm Bureau member 
Katie Roth celebrated National Ag Day at 
Schreiner Memorial Library in Lancaster by 
reading the book “Time for Cranberries” during 
story hour. She also led a cranberry-related 
activity and provided samples of cranberry 
products for the children.
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President’s Message
Greetings from northeastern 
Grant County! It has been a 
very wet spring and now we’ll 
see how the summer goes. 
Our kids are busy with their 
fair projects and getting their 
animals ready for the fair. 

Since we are talking about 
the fair, I would like to 
remind you that Grant 
County Farm Bureau has a 

food stand at the fair, August 17-20. Your food stand com-
mittee works hard to provide a good meal for a reasonable 
price. We offer burgers, brat patties, pork chop sandwiches, 
hot dogs, pie, bars, milk, lemonade and ice cream. 

We are looking for help from our members at the food stand. 
If we put in a little time it makes it easier for everyone. If 
interested in helping, please contact Larry and Lori Jerret at 
608.723.2395 or visit wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/grant/ 
and click on the fair sign-up link. Even if you’re available to 
donate your time for just a couple of hours, it’s still a big help. 
You will even get a free meal. 

Make sure to save the date for our annual meeting Tuesday, 
September 26, at the Youth and Ag building in Lancaster. 
The meal will start at 7 p.m. with the meeting to follow. At 
the annual meeting, we will start the grassroots process of 
voting on resolutions to be forwarded to the state to help our 
directors, staff and lobbyist provide a clear statement of what 
Farm Bureau stands for. 

We will have a policy development meeting at 7:30 p.m. on 

Wednesday, August 23, to review new resolutions to be dis-
cussed and voted on at the county annual meeting. Some of 
the key items we will be discussing this year are food labeling, 
water quality and the 2018 Farm Bill. The meeting will be at 
the Grant County Farm Bureau Building.

Again, all the policy starts locally. If passed it is forwarded 
to the state and possibly on to the American Farm Bureau 
Federation. It really goes to show you that we all can have a 
voice in what’s going on. If you have any topics that you want 
to discuss regarding policy development, I encourage you to 
attend these upcoming meetings and make your voice heard. 
Please contact me with questions or concerns. Have a safe 
summer!

Peter Winch
Grant County Farm Bureau President

District Director Update
Woody Allen once wrote: “If you want 
to make God laugh, tell him about your 
plans.” Some days we need to take these 
simple, but wise words and realize how our 
best laid plans are merely that… plans. 

Plans vs. Planning.

This spring’s weather is challenged many 
“plans” as Mother Nature reminded us she 
will ultimately dictate and we will acquiesce 
to her given (daily, sometimes hourly) con-
ditions. Nevertheless, having farmed for 38 

years now, I’ve learned to accept that which I can’t control, and manage that 
which I can. Admittedly as I sit here - not achieving 150+ RFV on my first 
crop alfalfa is probably a reality I’ll have to manage.

This spring a number of dairy farmers were sent a letter from their processor 
informing them as of May 1 they would not be accepting the daily harvest 
from over 70 farms, equaling 1.3 million pounds of milk. The letter took 
many by surprise, including those of us who were not directly affected. 

The situation originated as Canada changed its pricing structure and disad-
vantaged our ultra-filtered milk being exported to Canadian processors. This 
questionable action by Canada clearly exposed our reliance as well as our 
vulnerability in trade agreements. 

What we found as this unfolded was the long-standing paradigm, tradi-
tion of five to ten processors, available for our choosing, had changed. Our 
plans and our goals were held hostage as life-long investments were held in 
question. The affected dairy farmers were left with few choices of where they 
were going to market their milk. With the help of DATCP and many orga-
nizations (including WFBF), enough processors and Cooperatives stepped 
up to make sure no milk would be dumped, but serious questions remain.

How vulnerable are we? Could this situation happen again and maybe even 
on a larger scale? Are our trade agreements real or merely conceptual and 
left for interpretation or to be gamed? What is the extent of my contract 
with my milk processor? Can we or should we be looking at extended or 
base contracts? What should my lender expect on having a secured processor 
when signing a 10, 15 or 20-year borrowing note?

There are probably another fifty questions we should be asking; like is this 
strictly a dairy issue, or are other commodities vulnerable? We need to have 
these discussions now as we prepare for our policy and development discus-
sions later this summer. Take time to get involved and share your thoughts.

Dwight Eisenhower wrote: “Plans are nothing, planning is everything.”

Dick Gorder
WFBF District 3 Director

District Promotion and Education Update
Summer is here and it’s one 
of my favorite times of year!

Congratulations to Bryce 
Roelli, son of Jason and 
Michelle Roelli, for having 
the winning essay in District 
3. There were 65 total entries 
across the district. Although 
he represented us well, the 
state winning essay came 
from northern Wisconsin in 
District 8. Thank you to the 

parents, grandparents, teachers and Farm Bureau volun-
teers who encouraged fourth and fifth grade students to 
write about cranberry production. 

In May, I traveled to Waumandee in District 4 for our 
state Promotion and Education Committee meeting. 
We discussed many goals and objectives, and as a com-
mittee are working at the Wisconsin State Fair House 
of Moo on August 12. If you attend the fair, please stop 

by! If you are looking for something different at your 
next Promotion and Education event, the Potato Spud 
Mobile is FREE to groups across the state to rent! 

Mark your calendars for the following upcoming dates 
and deadlines:
   • July 6 –Summer Classroom Training in Madison. 
One day of learning about educational agricultural 
resources for all grade levels. This includes the green 
industry, pork, dairy, beef, Christmas trees and tips 
about Ag in the Classroom presentations. 
   • July 18-19 – Summer Bus Tour in Jefferson County. 
Join Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom for an exciting 
two-day adventure visiting various farms, processors and 
agricultural businesses. 

Stay tuned for more upcoming Promotion and Educa-
tion events this summer and fall!

Katie Roth
District 3 Promotion and Education Committee  
Representative 

County Ag in the Classroom 
Update
Noah Foreyt 
was named the 
Grant County 
winner of the 
Agriculture in 
the Classroom 
essay contest. 
County contest 
runner-ups included: second place – Matthew Winch 
and third place – Wesley Winch.

Wisconsin fourth and fifth grade students were asked 
to write a 100- to 300-word essay with the theme,  
‘Tell us about cranberry production in Wisconsin  
during one of the four seasons.’ Each year the Wiscon-
sin Farm Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom program hosts 
an essay contest revolving around food and agriculture. 
This contest is open to Wisconsin fourth and fifth 
grade students.
 
A total of 2,818 Wisconsin students wrote essays for 
the competition sponsored by the Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau Foundation, Insight FS and We Energies.

Cranberry in Winter – Noah Foreyt

My topic is what cranberry growers do for the harvest. 
Cranberry growers do in the winter to get ready. First, 
they look for extremely cold temperatures for a long 
stretch. Like about -20 Fahrenheit for a night time 
temperature and 0 Fahrenheit for a daytime tempera-
ture. Then the cranberry beds are flooded with water 
that will quickly freeze creating a thick layer of ice 
that protects the vines from the harsh winter weathers. 

The ice acts like a shood barrier from the cold winter 
dehydrated winds. Also, the ice is used for another 
reason. The other reason is for driving dump trucks 
over the ice to spread sand on top of the ice. The sand 
helps the vines to grow strong and healthy and it  
protects the vines from bugs, diseases, and other 
things that can harm the vines. Also, the sand can 
level out the ice so it will be easier to drive machinery 
over the ice. 

Winter is also when cranberry growers go in the 
shop to work on their machines and catch up on book 
work. Even some cranberry growers invent their own 
machines like fertilizing equipment. In conclusion, 
this is what cranberry growers do in the winter to get 
ready for the next harvest.



Lunch and Learn with Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau
Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau is excited 
to announce a new 
Lunch and Learn 
series for members to 
learn not only more 
about Farm Bureau, 
but to also build per-
sonal and professional 
development skills. 

On the first and 
third Wednesday 
each month, at noon, join Wisconsin Farm Bureau members 
and staff for personal and professional development oppor-
tunities. The first Wednesday will offer a webinar on topics 
ranging from advocacy to working with legislators and Farm 
Bureau programs to engaging consumers. The third Wednes-
day will feature a farm tour. 

Follow Wisconsin Farm Bureau on Facebook to stay up to 
date on webinar topics.
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District YFA Update
A lot has hap-
pened since our 
last newsletter, so 
where do I even 
begin? 

On February 
10-13, I traveled 
with other Young 

Farmer and Agriculturist and Promotion 
and Education Committee members to 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania for the AFBF 
Fusion Conference. 

Each day they had several informative 
sessions to choose from, including topics 
such as: ag-education, leadership, busi-
ness, social media/ technology, etc. The 
speakers and agricultural tour options 
were incredible. 

My favorite speaker was a man named 
Chris Koch who was raised in Alberta, 
Canada. He was born without arms 
and legs, but developed ways to farm 
regardless. His main quote was, “If I can, 
anyone can!” He was truly an inspiration 
to listen to and the good news is that he 
will be speaking at the WFBF Annual 
Meeting this December in Wisconsin 
Dells! 

The final event was held in Heinz Sta-
dium, and we were given the chance to 
see the Pittsburgh Steelers Hall of Fame. 
Not only did I have these great experi-

ences, but I also made friends from all 
over the country, many of which dis-
cussed plans about visiting each other in 
the coming years for vacations and farm 
tours. 

Then two weeks later, I traveled with my 
Leadership Institute Class X to Washing-
ton, D.C., for the AFBF Advocacy Con-
ference. While in D.C., we attended ses-
sions on issues affecting agriculture, such 
as tax and regulatory reforms. We talked 
with Representative Ron Kind and
Senator Tammy Baldwin about many 
topics, especially those regarding dairy 
and the wolf population.

Ironically, I ran into friends that I made 
earlier in the month in Pittsburgh, prov-
ing that it’s a small world after all! With 
having relatives and friends that have 
served in many branches of the military, 
my favorite part of the whole trip was 
having the honor to lay a wreath on the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. It was a 
very humbling experience. 

On April 1, we held the first ever Dis-
trict 3 YFA Southwest Shindig. Many 
sponsors provided snacks and helped us 
get the band, Chasin’ Mason, to come 
perform. They put on a great show and 
we had more than 100 people in atten-
dance. Kyle Vesperman of Vesperman 
Farms was very helpful in providing the 
beautiful venue and cooking food dur-

ing the concert. We plan to do the barn 
dance again next year and thank you to 
all those that made it a success, espe-
cially the planning crew: Melissa Doyle, 
Amber McComish, Christina Ben-
son, Jackie Miller, Jackie Seelow, Sarah 
Johnsen, Katie Roth, Krista Dolan, and 
Jackie McCarville. It couldn’t have been 
done without you!

Just around the corner, July 10 is the 
deadline for Achievement Award and 
Excellence in Agriculture applications. 
All YFA members are encouraged to 
apply. More information and applica-
tions can be found on the WFBF web-
site (www.wfbf.com).

Make sure to mark your calendar for the 
District 3 Discussion Meet on August 
29 at the Grant County Farm Bureau 
building in Lancaster. Do you like dis-
cussing important and relevant agricul-
ture issues? Join us! We also welcome an 
audience to support our contestants and 
give feedback. This year’s district contest 
question is ‘Formation of family farm 
corporations is common practice. How 
can Farm Bureau work to ensure that the 
public’s positive perception of the family 
farm is not lost?’

Tammy Wiedenbeck
District 3 YFA Representative

Influence 
“Leadership is Influence.” – 
John Maxwell

This quote has become 
truer and truer in my life 
since being a part of Farm 
Bureau Leadership Institute 
Class XI. Ever since my 
brother was in Class II, I had hoped to 
be part of the Institute. His influence 
encouraged me to get involved. Now 
halfway through the class, I see how the 
influence of my classmates, our present-
ers and our assignments has impacted 
me to be a greater asset to Farm Bureau 
and the agricultural community.

When 15 individuals are brought 
together, one never quite knows how the 
personalities and ideas of each person are 
going to mesh. At the beginning of our 
first session, the room was silent as we all 
strolled in to get started. By the end of 
the session, it was hard to get us to quiet 
down. I love that the class is intergenera-
tional and how much that plays a role in 
how we learn and connect to each other. 
I have learned so much from each indi-
vidual and have made lasting relation-
ships with everyone as well. 

The in-class training of the Institute has 

been one 
of the most 
impactful 
parts. The 
session, 
“Media 
Training” 
stands out 

to me as one of the most influential 
trainings. Before this session, speaking 
to the media would have made me so 
nervous and I would have tried to avoid 
doing it. We learned the importance 
of taking control of the inter-
view to getting your main 
point across using words and 
phrases everyone will under-
stand. We also practiced 
interviews to become more 
comfortable speaking to the 
media and to put our train-
ing to the test. 

Another portion of Institute 
that has stretched me as a 
leader has been my advocacy 
assignment. After receiv-
ing training on agriculture 
advocacy, I was required to 
create an Instagram account 
and post five or more photos 
telling my family farm’s story. 

Although I had posted photos on social 
media before, I didn’t know anything 
about Instagram and never had posted in 
a way to truly educate others. I enjoyed 
thinking of ways to share why I love 
farming and how we farm. It was also 
neat to see how others responded and I 
look forward to using this avenue more 
for ag-vocacy!

Influence. We can be influenced in many 
ways and by many things. My experi-
ence in the Farm Bureau Leadership 

Institute has influenced 
me to be a better leader 
– to use my influence 
for the betterment of 
those around me. I look 
forward to the class’ 
remaining sessions and 
continuing to use what 
I have learned. We all 
influence those around 
us in some way, and 
therefore, we are all 
leaders. Would you like 
to increase your influ-
ence with your friends, 
family, work, Farm 
Bureau and agriculture? 
Apply for Leadership 
Institute today! 

By Julie Orth, Farm Bureau Leadership Institute Class XI


