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Alison Kepner, District 2 YFA representa-
tive, led the social media contests during 
the YFA Conference as part of the state 
YFA committee.

Green County Farm Bureau was well repre-
sented at the YFA Conference.

Green County Farm Bureau members, Rachel Leege 
(far left) and Scott Timm (far right), enjoyed the saran 
wrap game during the District 2 meeting.

More than 60 YFA members from the six counties in 
District 2 were present to celebrate Farm Bureau being 
“Rooted in Family” at this year’s YFA Conference.

Essay Contest Deadline April 2 By Devan Klopfenstein

Green County Farm Bureau, in conjunction with state sponsors, are providing the opportunity 
for students to participate in the Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest.

This year’s theme is “Inventions that have made agriculture great.” The contest is open to 
fourth and fifth grade students in Green County. Essays must be 100-300 words and will be 
judged based on content, grammar, spelling and neatness. Students may submit essays in hand-
written ink or computer generated type. 

The Green County Ag in the Classroom committee will award $150 to the classroom of the 1st 
place winning essay, $100 to the classroom of the 2nd place essay and $75 to the classroom of 
the 3rd place essay. In addition, $50 gift cards will be awarded to all remaining classrooms that 
participate entirely. Essays must be postmarked by April 2, 2018 and can be mailed to Devan 
Klopfenstein, Essay Coordinator, at N4390 State Road 59 Monroe, WI 53566.

For more information, please call Devan at 608.558.2646.

Policy Development Meeting - March 29
Mark your calendars to attend the Green County Farm Bureau 
Policy Development Meeting.

Date: Thursday, March 29 
Time: 6 p.m. 
Location: Blackhawk Technical College, Monroe

We will discuss our current policy. Please bring any questions you have about current policy or 
practices. It will be an open floor to discuss, as a county, how we stand on current and future ag 
policy. All are welcome to attend the meeting. We encourage those bringing issues to the floor, 
to approach any board member in advance so we can prepare background information on the 
issues. Policy development is very important for the future of Green County agriculture.

For more information or questions, please contact Scott Timm at 608.214.4524 or
Scott.timm@channelseedsman.com or Josh Schenk at 608.558.4292.

# 1 FARM INSURER

THANK YOU
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District 2 Youth Ag Summit By Andrea Brossard, Youth Ag Summit Co-Chair

More than 60 agriculture students and advisors from 10 different  
high schools attended the fifth annual Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
District 2 Youth Ag Summit in Janesville on December 6. The event 
was hosted at Blain Supply, Inc. with support from all county Farm 
Bureaus in District 2. 

The day exposed students to non-production careers in agricul-
ture that relate to agriculture processing, grain manufacturing, 
crop management, plant science and landscaping. There were three 

breakout sessions as well as a tour of Blain Supply, Inc. The three 
breakout sessions were led by Adam Monson, plant superintendent 
for Foremost Farms USA; Becky Kronberg, executive director for 
Rotary Botanical Gardens; and Dustin Williams, agribusiness and 
farm management instructor for Blackhawk Technical College. The 
keynote speakers for the day were Austin DeLong, non-GMO food 
grade manager and Pat Mullooly, sales agronomist, both from the 
DeLong Company.

Dusty Williams, agribusiness and farm manage-
ment instructor for Blackhawk Technical College, 
gave an interactive breakout session about agri-
culture opportunities.

Austin Delong and Pat Mullooly from Delong 
Company were the keynote speakers.

Adam Monson, plant superintendent for Fore-
most Farms USA, shared his agriculture career 
story and opportunities in the cheese processing 
sector. 

On Friday, December 1, 2017, District 
2 YFA members congregated at the YFA 
Conference held in conjunction with the 
WFBF Annual Meeting at the Kalahari 
Resort in Wisconsin Dells. More than 60 
YFA members from the six counties in 
District 2 were present to celebrate Farm 
Bureau being “Rooted in Family.” During 
the district meeting the YFA Contest par-
ticipants were recognized for their efforts 
in the Discussion Meet. We ended the 
district meeting with the saran wrap ball 
game in which one member had to roll a 
pair of dice while another unrolled a ball of saran wrap with goodies 
inside! They each had to wear Farm Bureau gloves while unwrap-
ping the ball. This was a fun activity where everyone was a winner!

Entertainment on Friday was casino night with family friendly 
games as well. The cornhole tournament was moved to Saturday 
night during the annual meeting so more people could participate. 
All throughout the YFA Conference there was a social media con-
test, with winners selected on Friday and Saturday nights and the 
overall weekend for thanking our sponsors and the best ‘Rooted in 
Family’ snapchat. Sponsorships make an event like this possible. 

Saturday morning was full of discussion with the quarterfinal 
rounds one and two taking place before brunch. A first this year, 
we hosted a networking brunch which featured table topics such as: 
Ag Tourism, Same Farm Next Generation, Ag Education, Beekeep-

ing, Make YFA Great Again, Beef, Dairy, 
etc. which allowed members to sit at a table 
with a topic of interest to them. We also had 
Michele Payn as the keynote speaker during 
brunch helping to connect conversations 
between the food and farm communities. 

There were several YFA breakout sessions 
on Saturday afternoon consisting of Cham-
pioning Agriculture; Planning for Today & 
Tomorrow; Emerging as a Leader; How to 
Win a Chainsaw, Trips & Money; Life Insur-
ance-Protection and Prosperity and more.

Saturday evening concluded with the Farm Bureau Proud Banquet, 
a musical comedian named Scott Novotny, the Fun’d the Founda-
tion trivia contest and the cornhole tournament. The discussion 
meet finals took place on Sunday morning prior to brunch. In addi-
tion, members heard a very moving speech by Chris Koch called ‘If 
I can’. This encouraged members to not let physical limitations or 
obstacles stand in your way of living your life to the fullest. 

As the YFA Conference concluded for another year, new friends 
were made and we had fun with old friends. We all shared a com-
mon theme – being Farm Bureau Proud and even more proud to 
be ‘Rooted in Family’. Thank you all for a great second year as the 
District 2 YFA Representative. I am looking forward to 2018! If you 
have any event ideas, please do not hesitate to contact me.

YFA Conference Recap By Alison Kepner, District 2 YFA Representative

See more photos from the 2017 YFA Conference on the back page

District 2 was well represented in the YFA  
Discussion Meet. Julie Sweney from Dodge 
County made the Final Four for the second  
consecutive year.
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A Message from the President ...
Member recruitment is the life 
blood of our organization. As I travel 
throughout Green County talking 
with customers and prospective Farm 
Bureau members the question is always 
asked, “Why should I become a Farm 
Bureau Member?” For me the answers 
come easily, but instead of blurting 
out facts and statistics I always try to 
remember to ask the question, what 

would you like to get out of being a member of a farmer led, 
grassroots organization? The answers always vary, but they are 
also always important because what’s important to some may 
not be to others. 

Oftentimes people want to know they are a part of something 
bigger. Here in Green County we have put an emphasis on 
youth activities, general agriculture education, and educat-

ing youth about the wide array of opportunities within the ag 
field. My definition of something bigger is working with kids 
and helping them to stay engaged within the ag field. Between 
the essay contest, rural safety day, FFA Farm Forum and 
Youth Ag Summit, we are in front of many students discuss-
ing what agriculture is and all it has to offer.

Still others want to know the WIFM (what’s in it for me) of 
joining Farm Bureau. Many times, when discussing involve-
ment with prospective members this topic comes up. We have 
several tools available to help incentivize people to become 
members. Monetary benefits range from Case IH, CAT and 
John Deere discounts, to Grainger product price reductions, 
to reduced rates at popular hotels. The John Deere benefits are 
new to us this year and vary by product line, but a $50 GCFB 
membership can be returned 100% just by using one of the 
benefits above. Now that’s a pretty good WIFM!

Webster’s Dictionary defines a volunteer as a person who will-
ingly agrees to take part in an enterprise or undertakes a task. 
Our organization is FULL of members who willingly volun-
teer their time and resources to help Green County be suc-
cessful. Without our members, we wouldn’t be able to invest 
in youth activities and agriculture education initiatives here in 
Green County. As president, I cannot say thank you enough 
to all those who make GCFB successful. I sincerely appreci-
ate the support and guidance our members have offered as we 
drive home the goal of being a voice for farmers, a vision for 
agriculture. 

For more information on member benefits or ways to get 
involved within Green County Farm Bureau, please contact 
any of the directors, or visit wfbf.com/membership.

Ben Huber
Green County Farm Bureau President 

WFBF Annual Meeting

During the resolutions session, held Monday morning of the WFBF Annual Meeting, all 
delegates were welcome to voice their support or opposition to proposed resolutions. 

GCFB and District 2 was well repre-
sented by Josh Schenk (far right) in the 
YFA Discussion Meet. This is the third 
year that Josh has participated in the 
YFA Discussion Meet.

GCFB member, Carmen Mont-
gomery, enjoyed the Farm 
Bureau Proud banquet. She, 
along with Ben Huber, Jeff Dit-
zenberger and Rachel Leege, 
were recognized for signing at 
least five new members.

Ben and Stephanie Huber walked 
the red carpet at the Farm Bureau 
Proud banquet for signing five 
new members during the 2016-
17 membership year.

Green County Farm Bureau members enjoyed 
each other’s company during the business 
meeting at the WFBF Annual Meeting. From left: 
Dustin Williams, Scott Timm, Alissa Grenawalt 
and Carmen Montgomery.

GCFB received a County Activities of Excel-
lence (CAE) award in the Member Services 
and Communication category for their 
social media photo contest held during 
National Ag Week. From left: Sarah Sacker, 
Dustin Williams, Alissa Grenawalt, Carmen 
Montgomery, Josh Schenk and Ben Huber.

Green County Farm Bureau was represented by 
six delegates at the WFBF Annual Meeting res-
olutions session. From left: Ben Huber, Alissa 
Grenawalt, Scott Timm, Carmen Montgomery, 
Jeff Ditzenberger and Dustin Williams. 

GCFB president, Ben Huber, spoke 
on an issue adopted from the county 
annual meeting during the resolution 
session. As a grassroots organization 
in action, the policy passed and is 
included in the 2018 WFBF Policy Book.

Scott Timm was a prize 
winner at the YFA Con-
ference Casino Night.

Members from GCFB participated in the trivia con-
test and corn hole tournament. All money raised 
went to the WFB Foundation. In addition, GCFB 
donated items for the silent auction. The trivia 
contest team picture from left: Jeff Ditzenberger, 
Dustin Williams, Erin Marchant, Kade Mullett and 
Alissa Grenawalt.

Carmen Montgomery was recog-
nized as a Leadership Institute 
graduate at the WFBF Annual 
Meeting banquet.
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Green County 
Farm Bureau will 
once again host 
Rural Safety Day on 
September 19 at 
the Merit Center in 
Monroe. 

This event is geared to 
help educate students 
on agriculture topics 
and provide informa-
tion on safety when around farm equipment, storage, animals 
and many other topics. This event is open to any fifth grade 
student in Green County. If you have any questions or would 
like to help with this event, please contact Carmen Mont-
gomery. 

Rural Safety Day By Carmen Montgomery

Welcome NEW Green County Farm Bureau Members
Michael Boehme, Michael Brukwicki, Brian Cullen, Elizabeth 
Esser, Casey Flannery, Jody Flynn, Clare Gietzel, Jed Kempel, Kurt 
Mccullough, Dylan Mckinney, Kade Mullett, Charles Noble, Amy 
Silver, Joshua Smith, Kiel Stampfli and Cynthia Wallace

Ag Day at the Capitol 2018 By Ben Huber

A Voice for Farmers. A 
Vision for Agriculture. 
No truer statement 
has been said when 
it comes to Ag Day 
at the Capitol. This 
year’s Ag Day was held 
on January 24. Jerry 
Daniels, Josh Schenk, 
Sarah Sacker, Joel 
Espe and Ben Huber 
represented Green 
County at this year’s 
Ag Day. 

We began the day with lunch and networking, followed 
quickly by an encouraging address from Governor Scott 
Walker. The main takeaway I had from his address was the 
intent to invest in rural America. Whether those investments 
come from executive orders or legislation, the Governor’s 
intentions are clear, investing in rural areas is the key to keep-
ing those communities strong. Governor Walker outlined 
several strategies including ways to increase funding for rural 
infrastructure and school funding that we carried with us into 
the Capitol a short time later. 

 When we descended on the capitol, we were well 
armed with local issues, as well as state topics to  
create conversation with our senators and representa-
tives. The Farm Bureau government relations team 
did a fantastic job of outlining the key issues facing 
agriculture in Wisconsin, as well as, providing some 
key talking points for us to address with our legisla-
tors. Our group was combined with Rock County,  
so we met with Senator Ringhand, Representative  
Spreitzer, Representative Kolste, Representative 
Loudeneck and a staff member from Senator  
Erpenbach’s office.

During our capitol visit 
we addressed several 

pieces of legislation ranging from 
our support of CAFO regulation 
transferring from the DNR to 
DATCP, support for speeding up 
the rules process and for future 
expansion of industrial hemp 
in Wisconsin and continued 
support of high capacity well 
permitting and the conducting 
of hydrologic studies to scientifi-

cally determine the effects of high-cap wells on groundwater 
levels. We also had conversation around rural school improve-
ment strategies and wolf management here in Wisconsin. 
There was also extensive conversation around a newly passed 
WFBF resolution that originated in Green County. Joel Espe, 
owner of Hawks Hill Elk Ranch, told his story of DNR over-
reach regarding CWD identification and subsequent double 
fencing required for his property. Joel explained both the oper-
ational and financial constraints this placed on his operation, 
as well as, asked for legislation to address this matter. 

Overall, Green County was extremely well 
represented at Ag Day and our member-
ship should be proud of all those who 
attended and participated in these discus-
sions. If you have any questions about 
these legislative items or the conversations 
had between our members and our state 
senators or representatives, please contact 
anyone in attendance at Ag Day. 

Thank you to our GCFB board of  
directors and to Rural Mutual Insurance 
Company and FS GROWMARK for  
making this day possible. 

Green County Farm Bureau members participated 
in Ag Day at the Capitol. Front row, from left: Josh 
Schenk and Sarah Sacker. Back row, from left: Joel 
Espe, Ben Huber and Jerry Daniels.

Green County Farm Bureau and Rock County Farm 
Bureau members discussed agriculture issues and 
shared their stories with senators and representa-
tives during their Ag Day at the Capitol visit on 
January 24.

The fourth annual District 2 Leaders Meeting was 
held on January 17 at the WFBF office in Madison. It 
was well attended with 20 county leaders from  
District 2 participating.

District 2 Leaders Meeting By Arch Morton Jr.

Steve Boe, WFBF Director of Local Affairs, gave a timely 
presentation with Ag Day at the Capitol the following 
week.

District 2 Holds Promotion and Education and YFA Meeting in December
Twenty District 2 Farm 
Bureau leaders gathered 
on December 12 to share 
ideas and collaborate 
about the past, present 
and future of the Promo-
tion and Education com-
mittee and the Young 
Farmer and Agricultur-
ist (YFA) committee in 

WFBF District 2 counties. 

Alison Kepner, District 2 YFA representa-
tive, led the YFA group discussion. 

Andrea Brossard, District 2 Promotion and 
Education representative and state chair, 
led the Promotion and Education group 
discussion.

Steve Boe, WFBF Director of Local Affairs, was the keynote speaker. His 
topic was "When Talking with Legislators... Have an Impact, Make the 
Ask." Steve provided tips and tricks to convey your position on agri-
culture issues. In addition, he expressed the importance of sharing our 
stories and explaining to legislators how a new law could hurt or help 
us as farmers or as an agribusiness. He also conveyed how we need to be 
respectful of legislators, staff members and their time. This was an impor-
tant session being one week before Ag Day at the Capitol.

The last segment of the evening was a panel discussion. Mike Leahy of 
Fond du Lac County talked about their successful YFA Legislative Panel. 
Doug Rebout and John Gerbitz, both of Rock County, discussed their 
Focus on Ag and Fall Candidate Forum events. There were many great 
questions from participants. All three of these county activities help 
familiarize elected officials with agriculture. They help build relationships 
between farmers and their elected officials for when future issues arise. It 
was a good discussion for participants to take back to their counties, with 
the possibility of hosting a similar event.


