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Marathon County Farm Bureau/ Marathon County Holstein Breeders Little Britches Showmanship Registration Form
Youth name

Address 

Age (as of January 1, 2017) 

T-shirt size 

My child will participate in the Marathon County Farm Bureau and Holstein Breeders’ 
Little Britches event at the Wisconsin Valley Fair and/or the Athens Fair. I understand that 
if my child participates, any injury or accident that may occur is of no fault of Marathon 
County Farm Bureau and/or Wisconsin Valley Fair and/or the Athens Fair Board and the 
three organizations listed above will not be held liable for any injuries or accidents related to 
this event. I understand that my child and I will be responsible for the child’s behavior with 
the animals, and if any behavior is brought to question before, during or after the event my 
child will not be allowed to participate in the event, or show an animal in this event. I also 
give consent for my child’s photo to be taken and used for Marathon County Farm Bureau 
Little Britches Show promotional uses.

Parent/Guardian signature 

Date 

Please return completed registration to:
Mike Borchardt

MCFB Little Britches Committee
 W4370 Wien Drive

Edgar, WI 54426-9605



Scoop up some Fun at the 
Wisconsin Valley Fair
Calling all ice cream scoopers. We are 
looking for volunteers to help man the 
Marathon County Farm Bureau Ice Cream 
Stand during the Wisconsin Valley Fair.

We need workers for all five days of the 
fair plus pre-fair preparations and post-fair 
clean-up. Volunteers who work a mini-
mum of four hours during the fair will 
receive a FREE ticket to the Marathon 
County Farm Bureau Annual Meet-

ing. Funds 
raised from 
the ice cream 
stand support local scholarships, 
4-H and FFA programs, member 
leadership development and more.  

If you can volunteer for a few 
hours or a few days, please sign up 
at goo.gl/forms/uCWvnRLDyxK-
PgSDJ2 or contact Helen Traska at 
715.842.1957. Thank you.
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Marathon County Farm Bureau Partnered 
to Host 5K Run/Walk

On Sunday, June 4, Marathon 
County Farm Bureau hosted a 5K 
Run/Walk in coalition with the 
Marathon County Dairy Break-
fast hosted at Fustead Holsteins in 
Ringle. The event was a huge success 
with 119 participants. We had an 
amazing line up of door prizes from 
area businesses. I am excited to share 
that we hit our goal of raising over 
$1,200 for the county’s agricultural 
focused scholarship programs.

Marathon Co. Farm Bureau Scholarships

Another year of school has passed for the 2017 graduates. Marathon 
County Farm Bureau is proud to have a long-standing tradition of 
awarding scholarships to those heading into  agriculture or vocational 
education. Each year, two students are selected to receive a $500 schol-
arship. The 2017 scholarship recipients are: Ariel Graveen, a Wausau 
West High School graduate pursuing a degree in animal science at 
UW-River Falls and Iris Schira, a Mosinee High School graduate pur-
suing a degree in agricultural business at UW-Madison. Thank you to 
the students who applied and best wishes in this chapter of your life.

Ariel GraveenIris Schira

 By Will Litzer

By Will Litzer 
Lunch and Learn
Join Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau 
during the 
newly launched 
Lunch and 
Learn program.

These educa-
tional webinars 
will take place 
the first and 
third Wednes-
day of each 
month.

On the first 
Wednesday, you will learn about a Farm Bureau topic such as 
advocacy, social media engagement or the Leadership Institute. 

On the third Wednesday, a Wisconsin farmer or agriculturist will 
be live in a secret Facebook group to talk more about a specific 
commodity. In case you missed it, June’s topic was robotic milk-
ing.

It’s not too late to join. Contact Sarah Marketon at smarketon@
wfbf.com or Wendy Kannel at wkannel@wfbf.com to join in.
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Spring Time Scare
Spring time in central Wisconsin is a time filled with a variety 
of emotions, sights and sounds. Most farmers are chomping at 
the bit to get into the fields while others are patiently waiting 
for their livestock to give birth. This spring was no different for 
us, well besides the excessive wet conditions and the loss of two 
ewes to a wolf.

Those of us that work with livestock know that it is not a mat-
ter of if an animal will pass, but when. Death on the farm is 
something that few ever talk about because of the emotional 
impact it has on the quiet, private, hardworking and dedicated 
people who care for the livestock every day. 
Unfortunately, death is something that we’ve had to deal with 
many times and it’s never taken lightly. On that note, it’s been 
a rough spring on the farm. 
It started March 20 when we had a cow die due to birthing 
complications. On the bright side, we saved the calf! Shortly 
after, we had a cow calve while we were all at work. She 
struggled giving birth and we unfortunately lost her too. We 
were left wondering, as most farmers are when death happens, 
what we could have done different and how we could have 
saved them.

Fast forward about five weeks. While we had some control in 
the prior instances, this time it wasn’t anything that we could 
have prevented. That is the part we just can’t get out of our 
minds. 

My father-in-law and nieces worked hard to prepare the sum-
mer pasture for the sheep just as they do every spring. This 
yearly routine has become a tradition for them and one that 
they truly look forward to. The sheep are kept close to the 
house until they all have given birth and the babies are ready to 
be weaned. Usually the ewes are ready for pasture by the end of 
April. This year was no different even with all the rain.
 
My husband and father-in-law loaded all the ewes into the 
trailer and hauled them down to pasture for the summer. 
For the ewes, this is the best time of year as they get to frolic 
through waist high grass and enjoy the wonderful sunshine. 
They were on pasture for less than a week when tragedy hit. 

With a heavy heart, my father-in-law told us two ewes were 
killed by a wolf. The wolf came on to our land, jumped over 
the fence and took their lives without hesitation. 
As a family, we went out to investigate further. The sight of the 
ewes laying there with their throats ripped out will stay with 
me forever along with the devastating look on the faces of my 
father-in-law and husband. 

Thankfully, from my involvement with Farm Bureau I knew 
there was a protocol that needed to be followed but, that didn’t 
make the process any easier. I hope no one reading this will 
ever need it but just in case you do, here is the information on 
how to report a wolf kill: http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/
ER/ER0103.pdf.

When something tragic happens I typically shut off all emotion 
until the situation is dealt with. That evening was no differ-
ent…that was until I heard my father-in-law explaining every-
thing to the Department of Natural Resources over the phone. 
Hearing the shear emotion in his voice on the phone was one 
thing, then knowing he would have to tell his granddaughter 
(my niece), since one of the ewes was hers, was almost too 
much to bare. Just writing those words takes me back to that 
moment and I find myself struggling to keep the tears at bay…
more than a week later. 

Everyone has their own views and opinions on wolves in Wis-
consin. I have heard stories before about farmers dealing with 
wolves and the emotion that is hidden behind them. This year 
Taylor County Farm Bureau president Ryan Klussendorf testi-
fied on modernizing the Endangered Species Act and shared 
his story of how wolves have impacted his family’s quality of 
life (sleeping with the window open year-round, only allowing 
their kids to play by the buildings and overall loss of sleep). 

A few weeks ago, Jack Johnson, another Farm Bureau board 
member lost a calf to wolf. These losses are not only finan-
cially devastating, but emotionally. We have felt that emotional 
impact on our family. 

That night changed many procedures for us. The ewes are no 

longer on summer pasture but back up by the house. The cattle 
are still on winter grounds (close to our bedroom window so 
we can hear if anything strange is happening) and haven’t been 
moved to pasture yet. There have been numerous conversations 
discussing how we will move forward. 

We consider ourselves lucky that it was only two ewes killed 
and not more. I’m thankful for the DNR warden who we 
worked with. He said he has been working for almost 30 years 
and has pretty much seen it all in that time. He appreciated my 
father-in-law’s level headedness and even temperament even 
though his heart was broken over the loss of the animals. 

My husband and in-laws keep their thoughts and emotions 
to themselves. I am more inclined to share mine. I have never 
been one to keep my mouth shut and to their dismay I am sure 
I never will be. In today’s agriculture world, we can’t afford to 
keep our mouths shut because when we do, that allows other 
people to make decisions and tell our story for us. 

The emotional toll that wolf kills have on a farm family is 
rarely talked about and I am trying to change that. Imagine 
your family having to live on edge because you never know 
when a wolf might strike. That’s now the reality for our family 
and many others in northern Wisconsin. 

These ewes are so much more than livestock and a paycheck, 
they are our hope for the next generation of farmers in our 
family, they are the glue that has held a family together, created 
lasting memories, and lots of laughter along the way. When 
we buried those ewes, I said a prayer and fought the tears from 
falling and that’s a moment I will never forget. 

If you have been through a similar situation, you need to 
share it. Unless you speak up we can’t do anything to prevent 
this from happening again. Reach out to your County Farm 
Bureau, get involved in their policy development committee, 
attend your county Farm Bureau annual meeting, but mostly 
contact your lawmakers and tell them how wolves are impact-
ing your farm and family. They need to hear us loud and clear. 
 

Marathon County President’s Message – From the Field’s Eye View
This June reminds me 
of the same month a 
few years ago. As I trav-
eled across the county 
for various events, I 
noticed there were a 
lot of corn fields that 
were knee high and 
some that were not 
even planted yet. There 
was a lot of washout 
with some areas having 

received a lot of rain while other fields needed a good 
drink, that went for beans also. I have noticed one 
commonality across the county, many farmers that 
make small squares, aren’t able to get it dry enough to 

bale. The weather that we had in early spring is what 
we should be having now.

Across the county there were June Dairy Breakfast 
celebrations every weekend, no matter the weather 
conditions. These are a great way to catch up with old 
friends and neighbors. The days are getting shorter 
and shorter, where is the time going? Be sure to take 
some time this summer to enjoy the beauty around 
you and remember to be safe while working in the 
fields or with livestock – take the extra minute to 
walk around the PTO or the auger and make your 
escape plan before going to work.

William Mueller
Marathon County Farm Bureau President 

From the Desk of Don Radtke, District 8 WFBF Director
I would like to personally invite everyone to attend our district 
8 Policy Development Meeting on Sunday, August 20. The 
meeting will start with a plated meal at 7:30 p.m. with discus-
sion on local, state, and national issues at 8 p.m. It will be held 
at Randall’s Sports Bar and Restaurant in Abbottsford. This 
is the perfect opportunity for you to bring forth any ideas to 

address, correct, or improve policy. Serving as a state director 
I get the chance to travel this great state talking with farm-
ers. I have heard a variety of conversations regarding water 
quality, food labeling, and some discussions on dairy sup-
ply management. This meeting will not only provide a great 
listening/learning environment for myself and other county 

Farm Bureau leaders but also for Paul Zimmerman, Executive 
Director of Government Relations, and Steve Boe, our new 
Director of Local Affairs. My hope is that this meeting will be 
the start of great conversations that, in turn, will lead to county 
policy and potentially state and national policy. I hope to see 
you there! 

By Ashleigh Calaway, WFBF District 8 Coordinator

Farm Bureau is on Snapchat
Do you use Snapchat? If 
so, follow Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau to meet members 
from around the state who 
takeover for a day to show 
what they do on their farm 
or at their job. You can add 
‘wifarmbureau’ or take a 
picture of this Snap code in 
Snapchat.

Interested in doing an Insta-
gram or Snapchat takeover? 
Contact Sarah Marketon at 
smarketon@wfbf.com



2017 Marathon County Ag in the Classroom Update
Marathon County had 221 essays turned 
in for the annual Ag in the Classroom 
Essay contest! This was open to fourth 
and fifth grade students. There were 11 
schools that participated, out of 43, pub-
lic and private, that were given the book, 
“Time for Cranberries.” This year the 
committee did something different. In 
lieu of a Kindle they decided to give cash 
prizes for first, second, third and fourth 
place winners.

We want to thank Edgar, Spencer and 
South Mountain schools in Wausau, 
for the high number of essays turned in 
from the students.

The winners were: first place, Asher 
Nicolay - $100, South Mountain in 
Wausau: second place, Alexa Stange - 
$75, Spencer Elementary; third place 
- Harrison Stanton - $50 from St. Anne 
in Wausau and fourth place Kyren Schug 
$25 from Athens. 

Discussion Meet. The District 8 
Discussion Meet will be on Sunday, 
August 20, at 6:30 p.m. with the 
District 8 Policy Development meeting 
to follow. The discussion question is: 
‘Formation of family farm corpora-
tions is common practice. How can 
Farm Bureau work to ensure that the 
public’s positive perception of the 
family farm is not lost?’
New Location at Randall’s in Abbots-

ford.  All members are welcome to watch the contest but only 
YFA members (18-35 years) can compete. Come to for the 
discussion meet and stay for the Policy Development Meeting.
Discussion Prep Night-Mock Discussion Meet. New to
Discussion Meet? Want to get your groove going before the 
official district contest? No fear. We will once again hold a prep 
night-mock Discussion Meet on Tuesday, August 8, at Edgar 
Korner Kitchen. A contest overview tips and tricks workshop 
will begin at 7 p.m. followed by a mock Discussion Meet at
8 p.m. The question for the mock discussion meet is: ‘Forma-
tion of family farm corporations is common practice.  How 
can Farm Bureau ensure that all size farmer members are 
being served and represented through Farm Bureau pro-
grams and policies?’

*Please note, this question is NOT one of the contest question, 
but incorporates topics from contest question.

Anyone interested in learning more or getting a practice round 
under their belts is welcome to attend. Also, any former com-
petitors (young or not-so-young) are encouraged to attend to 
help prepare our competitors for district competition.

Please RSVP to Beth Schaefer or Ashleigh Calaway by Sunday, 
August 6.

Rural Sponsorship Opportunity for State YFA Conference.
Rural Mutual Insurance is once again sponsoring first time 
YFA Conference attendees and their guest at the 2017 WFBF 
YFA Conference at the Kalahari Resort in Wisconsin Dells on 
December 1-3. If you nominate someone and they are chosen 
to attend, you can receive $100.* Check out the details and get 
the nomination form from Ashleigh, Beth, Katie Zoromski or 
go online to wfbf.com.

*Must be present to receive payment at  YFA dinner on Friday, 
December 1.

Other Opportunities. YFA Return to the ‘Chucks.’
By request, the Wisconsin Woodchucks YFA outing is back. If 

you are  interested in attending the 7:05 p.m. game on Friday, 
July 21, with fireworks to follow; cost is $28 per person, sorry 
no child pricing. See details from the ‘chucks’ below.

The Bullpen, which is brand new for 2017: Price per person does 
include access to this area, your game ticket and a food and drink 
package.

For the game, it is All You Care to Eat and Drink Trig's Green 
and Gold brats, Angus beef burgers, all-beef hot dogs, seasoned 
tater tots, Pepsi products and water.  Each attendee will also 
receive three beer tokens to use.

The great thing about this area is there are tickets available at the 
ticket window before the game starts; however, there is a maxi-
mum capacity of 200 in this area. Once that is reached, we are 
unable to add any more tickets to this area.

If you want to reserve your ticket for the outing, email or text 
Beth Schaefer by July 1. Or you can buy your ticket at the 
ticket window when you arrive (no guaranteed spaces though)  

Wear your favorite Farm Bureau apparel to the outing and be 
entered to win a gift card. See you at the ballpark!
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YFA Report By Beth Schaefer

AgrAbility
I’ve been dairy farming pretty much my whole 
life. In 2014, I sold the cows due to health issues. 
Currently, my son and I raise over 600 head of 
dairy steers. Since I was a teen, I have been suf-
fering from back issues. Over the years I have 
endured four different back surgeries to address 
the issue but still suffer from constant pain. 

Although to many, 65 years young might sound like a good 
age to retire, I was determined to find a way to continue my 
way of life. I knew that in order for this to happen, I needed to 
get the seats replaced/upgraded in the skid steers and the main 
tractor I use. This last summer I reached out to AgrAbility of 

Wisconsin in hopes they could help with 
upgrading seats in the main equipment I 
use daily. I do about 90 percent of the feed-
ing and cleaning on the farm. At the time 
I reached out, I was seeing the chiropractor 
two- to four-times a month.

After working through the AgrAbility process, which took 
about six months, they had three seats installed (about a 
$3,200 cost) at no cost to me. Within a week of having my 
seats upgraded, my back was feeling better. After the first two 
months with the new seats I am feeling so much better. I can 
now tolerate skid steer work with little to no discomfort. 

Jobs that used to take me two days to accomplish, due to the 
pain, I can do now do in one day with almost no discomfort. I 
haven’t been to the chiropractor since.

I can’t say enough about AgrAbility’s assistance. I feel I can 
continue to be productive for years to come. You don’t have to 
be totally disabled to qualify for help from AgrAbility. 

My thanks to AgrAbility and Farm Bureau for supporting this 
program. If you find yourself limited on what you can do on 
the farm, please check them out.

Asher’s Winning Essay
“Did you know that cranberries 
are Wisconsin’s state fruit? 
Well if you want to know more 
about how to harvest these 
berries, you might as well read 
ahead. This book will tell you lots 
of facts about how Wisconsin 
farmers harvest them. 
Back when Native Americans 
first came here, they harvested 
cranberries with wooden rakes. 
They also had to flood the cran-
berry bogs so that it was easier 

to pick them. But before they 
came up with the idea of flooding 
the bogs, they had to pick them 
by hand. Native Americans used 
cranberries for medicine and 
other things. 
Today, cranberry harvesting 
goes in a specific order. First, 
farmers have to flood the bogs 
which are cranberry fields. Then 
farmers run machines to knock 
off the berries from the vines. 
The workers put tools that look 

like pool noodles (but longer) 
into an area of cranberries. They 
move them along the water. Then 
they scoop the berries up into 
a conveyor belt that puts them 
in truck loads. Workers sort 
them out and then deliver them 
to grocery stores. Cranberries 
are delicious no matter how 
you eat them, place, in sauces, 
or in juice. It’s no wonder why 
cranberries are Wisconsin’s 
state fruit!” 

By Kerry Wokatsch

By Mark Zimmerman 

Get Social with WIFarmBureau


