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For information on farm insurance, contact your 
local Rural Mutual agent.

Casey Boye (715) 923-7708
Melvin Gross (920) 897-4524

Rural Mutual Agents in Marinette County:

Chuck Reitz III - District Manager 

Join Us...
Marinette County Farm Bureau

Summer Picnic
When:

Where:

What to bring:

What’s provided:

Monday, July 7 • 6:30 p.m. 
(meal served at 7 p.m.)

Pound Community Park in Pound

Please bring a dish to pass.

The Marinette County Farm Bureau will 
provide the main course and beverages.
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District 7 YFA Members Tour Valley Line Dairy By Kristi Fiedler

On April 26, twenty-six people attended the Valley Line Dairy 
District 7 YFA Tour near Oconto Falls and three of them are now 
new Farm Bureau members. Valley Line Dairy is operated by 
Oconto County Farm Bureau members Troy and Patty Sellen. Th e 
highlights of the tour were the new transition barn and refurbished 
calf barn with automatic calf feeders. Cow health and comfort is 
the number one priority for the Sellens. Th is was demonstrated 
by the improvements made to the facilities and the passion shown 

throughout their presentation. Th ank you to Troy and Patty Sellen 
for letting us tour their farm and sharing their story. 

After the farm tour, everyone met at the nearby Oconto Falls Town 
Hall for some pizza, beverages and social time. 

Captions;

1.  Patty Sellen explained how the calf self-feeding system computer 

reports help her manage calf health. 

2.  Visitors checked out the calf barn’s computerized calf self-feeding 

system.

3. Everyone enjoyed some pizza and conversation after the tour.

4.  The Sellens (center), told YFA visitors about the many changes they’ve 

made to improve cow comfort and productivity.

5.  Patty Sellen talked about the new transition barn’s maternity and 

new-born calf nursery facilities.

6. Patty Sellen explained how she keeps the calves healthy and frisky.
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Spring has fi nally arrived! We wish you all a safe planting and 
hay making season. 

YFA Members! Mark your Calendars!
 
Th ere are great opportunities for YFA members in District 7 
to participate in district and state events. Remember that these 
activities are available to voting members ages 18-35. 
 
Discussion Meet: Th e District 7 Discussion Meet has been 
set for Th ursday, August 7 at the CRI Resource Center in 
Shawano. Dinner will be at 7 p.m. with the discussion starting 
at 8 p.m. Th e Discussion Meet is an activity designed to build 
crucial skills in young, active farmers and agriculturalists. By 
participating, members build basic discussion skills, develop 
a keen understanding of important agricultural issues and 
explore how groups can pool knowledge to reach consen-

sus and solve problems. 
Th is year’s topic is: How 
can young farmers and 
ranchers work to encour-
age membership growth 
and member engagement for the 
county, state and national Farm 
Bureau organizations? 
 
Achievement Award: Th e ideal candidate(s) for the Achieve-
ment Award is an individual or couple involved in production 
agriculture with a majority of their income subject to normal 
production risks. Selection of the winning YFA competitor is 
based on his/her eff orts in production agriculture and leader-
ship achievement. Participation in this program with indi-
vidual recognition and the resulting publicity will help build 
the organization. Applications are due July 1, 2014.

 Excellence in Agriculture: Th e Farm Bureau Excellence 
in Agriculture Award Program is designed as an oppor-
tunity for YFA members, while actively contributing and 

growing through their involvement in Farm Bureau 
and agriculture, to earn recognition. Participants 
will be judged on their involvement in agriculture, 
leadership ability, involvement and participation in 

Farm Bureau and other organizations (i.e., civic, service and 
community). Th e ideal candidate(s) for the Excellence in Agri-
culture Award is an individual or couple who do not have the 
majority of their income subject to normal production risk. 
Applications are due July 1, 2014.

If you are a YFA member and are interested in participating in 
any of these activities, please contact Kristi Fiedler, District 7 
YFA Representative at 920.737.7640 or kfi edler@crinet.com.

District 7 YFA Report By Brian and Kristi Fiedler

Contests
Awards&

Marinette County “Ag and Me Essay Contest” Winner
Overall, 29 fourth and fi fth grade students participated in the 2014 Essay Contest. 
Th is year’s topic was “Wisconsin gardens provide many food choices for us”. Marinette 
County Farm Bureau supplied 15 schools in Marinette County with the Wisconsin Ag 
in the Classroom Book of the Year, “First Peas to the Table” as well as supporting lesson 
plan information and other resources for the teachers to use to help students to partici-
pate. In addition, MCFB donated the same book to libraries throughout the county. 

Th e winning essay was written by Maya Carviou of Marinette. Maya’s parents are fellow 
Farm Bureau members, Mark and Dawn Carviou. Maya is a fi fth grade student at St. 
Th omas Aquainas in Peshtigo. Maya received a $25 cash prize for her winning entry. 
Additional winners were second place, Livia Benson, and third place, Clara Junemann. 
Livia received a $15 cash prize and Clara received a $10 cash prize. All participants in 
the essay contest received a coupon for a free dish or cone of ice cream from Culver’s 
in Marinette. Th anks to all the participants, Culver’s in Marinette and to the judges for 
their help. 

The 2014 Farm Bill A guest column by Congressman Reid Ribble

Standing Up for Wisconsin Agriculture

As Wisconsin’s lone member of the House Agriculture Committee, I have 
worked hard to be a voice for Wisconsin’s agriculture, food and forestry 
sectors since I arrived in Congress. I took this responsibility seriously during 
the process of writing the 2014 Farm Bill.

While the road to fi nal passage was long and complicated, I believe that the 
fi nal product represents a step forward for Wisconsin agriculture. Th e 2014 
Farm Bill will save taxpayers $23 billion from the previous bill. Th e bill 

eliminates direct payments to farmers who were previously paid regardless of market conditions, and 
it also repeals or consolidates nearly 100 additional programs.

Representing America’s Dairyland, I am pleased with the dairy policy reforms included in the bill. Th e 
Farm Bill off ers dairy farmers a voluntary margin insurance program that will help them manage risk 
and will work well for Wisconsin farmers of all sizes. I also worked with my Wisconsin colleagues to 
ensure that the bill did not include provisions that would have unfairly harmed Wisconsin farmers.

In the weeks and months ahead, I’ll continue to be a voice for Wisconsin agriculture as Congress 
tackles issues ranging from energy to trade to transportation.

New Program Announced - Our Food Link 
Many of you might be familiar with a program called ‘Food Check-
Out Week’. Historically, this week has been used to celebrate the 
week that many families have earned enough income to buy their 
groceries for the year. As our Farm Bureaus are able to get more 
active and engaged and there are more opportunities to meet with 
consumers throughout the year, the American Farm Bureau Wom-
en’s Leadership Committee worked hard to design a program that 
could meet the needs of Farm Bureau’s that work tirelessly promot-
ing agriculture all year at various events. 

‘Our Food Link’, which replaces Food Check-Out Week, is a year-
round program that county and state Farm Bureau volunteers can 
use to eff ectively reach consumers of all ages and backgrounds with information about today’s agricul-
ture. Th e AFBF has designed a planning toolkit to help counties get started thinking about projects 
that will engage people in your community. It includes sample activity ideas, media outreach sample 
text, program graphics and plenty of room to customize Our Food Link to your area. You can fi nd 
more information about this program online at: www.fb.org/index.php?action=programs.ourfoodlink. 

If you have an idea to help promote one of the many agricultural commodities in Marinette County, 
please let us know. Maybe you’re willing to host a farm tour for consumers, or maybe it is to write 
an article for the county newsletter to share more about what you do. Maybe you aren’t a farmer and 
you’ve got questions about how things on farms work or you might be an agri-business owner willing 
to open up your doors and play host to some of our Young Farmer and Agriculturist members. What-
ever your idea is, we’d like to hear it. Please feel free to express your comments to Amanda Staidl at 
715.582.0928 or email Wes Raddatz at wraddatz@wfbf.com. Our Food Link is full of opportunities 
and we’re looking forward to making agriculture stronger in Marinette County using them!



There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Communication
• AgriVisor (NEW)
• Th e Country Today
Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical Reimbursement 

Program
• Farm Bureau Bank

Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug 

Savings Card
• Stroke Detection Plus
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Protection
• $500 Reward Protection Program
• Accidental Death Policy

Supplies and Products
• Case IH 
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Offi  ce Depot
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/marinetteMarinette County Farm Bureau: 888.377.0380

Marinette County Farm Bureau Contacts:
President, Ryan Staidl

Vice President, Gerald Rogge

Secretary/Treasurer, Tom Boehmke 

Women’s Chair, Amanda Staidl

YFA Chair, Ryan Staidl

Director, Richard Idhe

Director, Dan Klimek

Director, Wayne Staidl

Director, Karl Stibbe

Director, Monica Streff 

Director, Dyrk Wagoner

RMIC District Manager, Chuck Reitz III

715.582.0928

920.897.3788

715.789.2878

715.582.0928

715.582.0928

715.582.4441

715.923.8875

715.582.3671

715.923.2820

920.980.5722

715.330.1427

920.921.6402

The board meets on the fi rst Monday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Pound Community Center.

President’s Report 
Marinette County Farm Bureau has 
had a very good year so far. Th e Ag 
in the Classroom program has been 
more active this year with the essay 
contest and with classroom presenta-
tions. We’ve welcomed another board 
member, Dan Klimek. Th e June Dairy 
Month Breakfast on the Farm is at the 
Keith and Nancy Hartwig Farm on 

June 29, look for the Ag in the Classroom table while you’re 
there. Remember that the county picnic is July 7 in Pound. 

Ryan Staidl
Marinette County Farm Bureau President

YFA Report By Ryan Staidl, Marinette County 
Farm Bureau YFA Chair

I am looking for anyone who is interested in competing in the 
YFA Excellence in Agriculture Award, Achievement Award or 
the Discussion Meet. Visit wfbf.com for information about 
these special personal development opportunities.

District 7 Board Report
Hello District 7 Farm Bureau members,

Th is has been a long, cold, snowy winter. 
I'm sorry I have missed several of your 
counties’ monthly board meetings and 
activities, but we have had some major 
health problems in our family that we 
have been working through. 

Spring came back in March, however 
winter didn't leave. Th is has shortened the planting season so 
drastically that getting the nutrients and fertilizer to the fi elds 
plus tilling and planting has become a rat race. No matter how 
hectic the days, don't compromise safety, be courteous in traffi  c 
and take some time with the ones near and dear to you.

Th e IOH (implements of husbandry) legislation was signed into 
law April 23 and took eff ect in May, however, some parts won't 
go into eff ect until 2015. Information about IOH is available on 
wfbf.com/legislative/ioh. 

I hope to see you this summer at your county meetings and 
activities.

Wayne Staidl
District 7 Board Member 

Humor Corner By Wes Raddatz

Joke # 1:
Isn’t it strange that a $20 bill seems like such a large amount 
when you donate it to church, but such a small amount 
when you go shopping?

Joke # 2:
A blonde calls Delta Airlines and asks, “Can you tell me 
how long it’ll take to fl y from San Francisco to New York 
City?”

Th e agent replies, “Just a minute.”

“Th ank you,” the blonde says, and hangs up.

Joke # 3:
A man is recovering from surgery when the Surgical Nurse 
appears and asks him how he is feeling. “I’m OK, but I 
didn’t like the four letter words the doctor used in surgery,” 
he answered.

“What did he say?” asked the shocked nurse.

“Oops!”

Joke #4:
Let the spring in your stride banish the winter in your heart.


