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For information about home or auto insurance, 
contact your local Rural Mutual agent.

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Rural Mutual Agents in Marinette County:

Tom Gustafson, District Manager - (920) 420-1106

James Pickett
(715) 927-2122

Melvin Gross
(920) 897-4524

Join Us...

Marinette County Farm Bureau

Summer Picnic
When:

Where:

What to bring:

What’s provided:

Tuesday, July 12 • 6:30 p.m. 
meal served at 7 p.m.

Pound Community Park in Pound

Please bring a dish to 
pass and your own table 
service.

The Marinette County 
Farm Bureau will provide 
the fried chicken and
beverages.

Everyone is welcome!
Come make new friends and
 reconnect with old friends.
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By Cindi Wautier and Amy Hoff man, Coleman FFA ReporterAg Venture Day Brings Ag to Life
On May 23, Cole-
man FFA and 
Marinette County 
Farm Bureau held 
the second annual 
Ag Venture Day.

About 26 high 
school leaders 
taught more than 
280 Coleman 
elementary stu-
dents about diff er-

ent aspects of agriculture. Jerry Rogge from 
the Marinette County Farm Bureau was on 
hand to help chaperone.

In the greenhouse students learned about 
green beans and how to grow them, pest 
control and fertilization. Students then 
learned about tractor safety with a John 
Deere model 8320 tractor and cultivator-
drag implement and a Case IH model 
WD1903 self-propelled discbine.

Students were given one-on-one experience 
with farm animals from local farms at the 
petting zoo. Th e elementary students also 
learned about maple syrup tapping, which 
was taught by some students who had done 
sap collection with local maple syrup pro-
ducer, Cliff ord Patz, earlier this year.

A few of the students talked about equine 
science and taught the children the dif-
ferences between western, saddleseat and 
English equestrian forms.

It was a fabulous and highly-educating day 
promoting agriculture in Marinette County.

A lot of hands helped with the preparations for 

Ag Ventures 2016.

The tractor pulled into position for one of the 

Ag Venture stations.

FFA leaders and helpers received t-shirts work-

ing at the event.

FFA advisor Cindi Wautier (center) fi nalized the 

routes with planning team members.

Students explored the machinery and learned 

how to be safe around it.

The students learned 

about horses and

equipment.

Students learned about horsemanship.

The soft bunny was irresistible at the livestock 

station.

Ellie the dairy cow was part of the show.

A pizza lunch break got the station leaders 

fueled up for the afternoon sessions.
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Twenty District 7 Farm Bureau 
members who took the ‘I’ll 
Get 2’ membership challenge 
achieved their goals.

Th e members were honored at 
the ‘I Got 2’ pizza party held 
on April 18 at the Four
Seasons Resort in Shawano.

Wayne Staidl from Marinette 
County was one of those rec-
ognized at the event. Congratulations to these ‘Farm Bureau 
Proud’ volunteer membership workers.
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President’s Message 
June dairy month is here!

One of the most anticipated events is Breakfast on 
the Farm and this year it will be hosted by Fendryk 
Brothers Farms, near Crivitz on Sunday, June 26.

Th ey invite you to visit their farm for breakfast, 
enjoy a tour and participate in many fun activities. 
Th e farm is at W9105 County Road P near Criv-
itz, which is located two miles west of Beaver on 
County P. Please watch for the signs.

Th e menu includes pancakes with locally-made 
maple syrup from Marinette County, sausages, 

orange juice, cheese curds, coff ee, ice cream sundaes 
and of course milk.

Many fun activities are planned such as a petting 
zoo, face painting, a bouncy house play area, wagon 
rides as well as music to listen to as well as view the 
barn and the cattle.

Th e Marinette County Dairy Promotion Commit-
tee sponsors this event to strengthen the dairy com-
munity's relationship with the public. Please mark 
your calendar and I hope to see you there.

Also, mark your calendar to attend the Marinette 

County Farm Bureau's picnic at the ball park in 
Pound on July 12. Please bring a dish to pass and 
table service. Meat and beverages will be provided.

Plan on attending the Marinette County Fair. We 
can always use help scooping ice cream at the fair 
stand. You also can take a tour of the new cattle 
barn and milking system during the fair. Have a 
great summer!

Ryan Staidl
Marinette County Farm Bureau President

‘I’ll Get 2’ Membership  Goal Met

District 7 volunteer member-

ship workers met their goals 

for the ‘I’ll Get 2’ membership 

challenge.

Did you visit the WPS Farm Show on March 29-31? Our 
booth number was 6571 in Hangar D. If you attended, I hope 
that you visited us and the Rural Mutual Insurance Company 
in the next booth.

Farm Bureau members from Green Lake, Fond du Lac,
Outagamie, Waushara and Winnebago took turns at the booth 
covering the three days of the show.

Our give away item was a Milwaukee cordless drill valued at 
$250. Th e lucky winner was not from District 7, but maybe 
next year.

WPS Farm Show Booth 
By Kristy Erickson

Outagamie County Farm Bureau members Dave Daniels and Kristy 

Erickson greeted visitors at the Farm Bureau booth at this year’s 

WPS Farm Show held in Oshkosh March 29-31.

District 7 Director’s Report 
Hello, District 7 Farm Bureau
members!

Th e Farm Bureau members from Dis-
trict 7, in my opinion, are the best. 
We work hard to make Farm Bureau 
proud. Th rough your hard work we 
helped make the ‘I'll Get 2’ member-
ships a success. Good work. 

I checked online for June Dairy 
Month activities and there are many counties that are hosting a 
Breakfast on the Farm. It is a good idea to get our non-farming 
friends back out to the farm to see where their food comes 
from.

Th ere were some changes in the county Activities of Excel-

lence (CAE). While attending some of the county meetings 
and listening to your activities, I believe that each county has 
a program that they should enter. Th e form to complete is on 
the WFBF website, and District Coordinator Wes Raddatz set 
a goal for each county in District 7 to enter at least one. Let's 
help him reach his goal.

Th e Promotion and Education Committee held three meetings 
throughout the state. Many ideas and events that county Farm 
Bureaus had done were discussed, why some worked and why 
some didn’t. I attended the meeting in Appleton and heard 
many suggestions and ideas on how we can better promote 
agriculture. It was an interesting and informative meeting. 
Have a fun and safe summer.

Wayne Staidl
WFBF District 7 Director

Continued from Page 1

At the farm safety station students tried the 

buddie seat.

A maple syrup sample at the sap collection 

station put a smile on everyone’s face

Of course there was no remorse about

petting the horse.

Beans were the garden station theme this 

year.

Floral parts also drew a lot of interest. The livestock station had piglets, bunnies, 

chickens, sheep, a goat, a donkey and a cow.

Ag Venture Day Brings Ag to Life



Th e newly formed Promotional and Education Com-
mittee met for the fi rst time in January.

One of the fi rst projects that the committee is focusing 
on is the development of a ‘Playbook’ for Wiscon-
sin Farm Bureau. Th e purpose of the ‘Playbook’ is to 
provide a way to share the great programs and activities 
that counties and districts have across the state. Th e 
‘Playbook’ will include information about the activity 
and a contact person to reach out to if they are inter-
ested in hosting an event in their area.

In April, a ‘meetings of the minds’ was held in
Kimberly, which brought Farm Bureau members from 
District 5, 6 and 7. District 5 committee member, 
Michelle Bula, and myself along with Deb Raemisch 
presented the ‘Playbook’ to the group.

Th e ‘Playbook’ will be stored on the Promotion and 
Education web page on the WFBF website. Th e com-
mittee hopes to have enough activities to release the 
fi rst edition in the fall.

All of the counties in District 7 have amazing
activities that will make great additions to the ‘Play-
book.’ If you have activity that you want to get into the 
fi rst ‘Playbook’ or if you have questions, please contact 
me at 715.210.5384 or at katelinhaglund@gmail.com.

President, Ryan Staidl

Vice President, Wayne Staidl

Secretary/Treasurer, Cindi Wautier

Women’s Chair, Amanda Staidl

YFA Chair, Trevor Van Drisse

Director, Dan Klimek

Director, Gerald Rogge

Director, Karl Stibbe

RMIC District Manager, Tom Gustafson

715.582.0928

715.582.3671

920.495.1389

715.582.0928

715.789.2576

715.923.8875

920.897.3297

715.582.3671

920.420.1106

There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Life Line
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Polaris
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy

Marinette County Farm Bureau Contacts:

Marinette County Farm Bureau: 888.377.0380 wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/marinette

The board meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7:30 p.m. at the Pound Village Hall.

The Farm Bureau Institute 
Experience By Kristy Erickson

Do you enjoy networking with 
people of similar interests as 
you? Are you looking to grow 
both personally and profes-
sionally? Do you have areas 
to improve when it comes to 
leadership?

 If you answered yes to any of 
these questions, then the Wis-
consin Farm Bureau Institute is 
the place for you.

Since January, I had the privilege to be working with 14 other 
Farm Bureau members from across the state, sharpening 
aspects of my leadership skills.

I have learned more about myself as a leader during the fi rst 
session than what I expected during all six sections. I was 
pushed out of my comfort zone and had tremendous growth 
because of it.

Th e resources, relationships and speakers I was exposed to 
along the way will be with me for life.

Th e best is that you can be a part of this tremendous oppor-
tunity in 2017. You must apply by August 15.

For more information and to see the schedule, visit wfbf.com 
and fi nd the ‘Leadership Training Institute’ under the pro-
grams and events link.

Th e application can be down-
loaded, or you can contact 
myself at 715.250.1323 or 
aandkerickson@gmail.com or
District 7 Coordinator Wes
Raddatz at 866.355.7346 or
wraddatz@wfbf.com.

District 7 YFA Report By Brian Preder

As I have been visiting with the counties 
in the district, I am impressed.

What impresses me the most is the leader-
ship of our county YFA chairs who have 
stepped up to volunteer their time and 
skills to develop the next generation of 
Farm Bureau members. It is awesome to 
see the support these YFA chairs receive 
from their county Farm Bureau board of 
directors.

In February, we brought this talented group of YFA leaders together 
for our fi rst District 7 county YFA chair meeting. It was a great 
opportunity for the YFA chairs to share their experiences and get 
to know other chairs. We also started planning for District 7 YFA 
events for the upcoming year, so be sure to watch for those. I want 
to thank the YFA chairs for taking time for the meeting.

Our fi rst District 7 event for the year was the annual Gamblers 
hockey game on March 19. We had an awesome turnout of 30 peo-
ple. YFA members enjoyed an exciting game and pizza afterwards. It 
was great to see this big group of members attending the fi rst event 
of the year.

Looking ahead to summer, be sure to complete award applications 
for Achievement Award and Excellence in Agriculture. Th e appli-
cations are due July 1. How about participating in the Discussion 
Meet? You can fi nd the applications and topic for discussion on the 
WFBF website on the YFA web page.

Of course I can’t mention contests without mentioning the YFA 
Conference at the Kalahari Resorts in Wisconsin Dells during the 
fi rst weekend of December. If you haven’t attended, we have the ‘no 
excuse reason to attend,’ the Rural Mutual YFA Conference Spon-
sorship. If you want to develop your leadership skills and network 
with YFA members, visit the YFA page on the WFBF website and 
fi ll out the application today!

I look forward to meeting fellow District 7 YFA members at upcom-
ing events and contests. As always, if you have any questions or 
ideas, please contact me and of course, stay Farm Bureau Proud!

Promotion and Education
Committee Meeting 
By Katelin Haglund

Save the Date: Marinette 
County Annual Meeting
When: 7 p.m. on Tuesday, October 11

Where: Biundo’s Restaurant in Peshtigo

Humor Corner By Wes Raddatz, District 7 Coordinator

If you can stay calm while everyone around you is in chaos 
and panic. . .
Th en you probably don’t understand the seriousness of the 
situation.

What gets wetter the more it dries?
A towel.

A reporter asked a man on his 97 birthday, “To 
what do you credit your long life?”
“I’m not sure yet,” responded the old-timer. “My 
agent is still negotiating with two breakfast cereal 
companies.”

What is a nuclear scientist’s favorite lunch?
Fission chips.


