
Farm Bureau County leaders gathered in Madison on 
March 7-8 for the Council of Presidents meeting. Attend-
ing from St. Croix County was Dave Kruschke and from 
Pierce County was Dean Bergseng. 

During the two-day event, leaders heard from speakers 
including Karl Martin, Interim Dean for UW Coopera-
tive Extension who spoke on nEXT Generation Reorga-
nization Process and Mark Koles, Executive Director of 
the Wisconsin Towns Association, who spoke about the 
transportation system in Wisconsin.

Rural Mutual Insurance Company’s Vice-President and 
Treasurer Dan Merk gave an update on Rural Mutual 
Insurance Company. 
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You’re invited

Dunn County, Pierce County and St. Croix County Farm Bureau

Summer Picnic

When: Where:

What to bring:

What’s provided:

Thursday, June 22
• Social hour: 5:30 p.m.
• Dinner: 6:30 p.m.

White Pine Berry Farm
Greg and Irma Zwald
1482 Oak Drive
River Falls

Please bring a dish to pass and a lawn chair. 
There will be yard games and family fun for 
everyone. We hope to see you there!

Pork, hotdogs, buns, condiments, 
milk, lemonade, water and utensils.

RSVP by JuNE 15
to
District 9 Coordinator
Katie Mattison at 
866.355.7349 or 
kmattison@wfbf.com

Farm Bureau’s 2nd Annual
Summer Member

Appreciation Picnic

Hosted by the Dunn County,
Pierce County and St. Croix County

Farm Bureaus.

Farm Bureau Leaders Attend 
Council of Presidents

Pierce County Fair Will be Here 
Before We Know It
The Pierce County Fair is set for August 10-13. The 
Pierce County Farm Bureau will be operating their Little 
Red Barn where cookies, milk and cheese curds will be 
served. We encourage you to volunteer to work a shift. 
Shifts are flexible and every hour you can help is
appreciated.

Please contact Monica Krings 
at 715.495.6286 or Dean 
Bergseng at 715.307.4976 if 
you can help. We would love 
to see you at the fair!

RURAL MUTUAL AGENTS IN PIERCE & ST. CROIX COUNTY

Laurie Peterson, District Manager - (715) 514-4477

Leah Saufl
(715) 425-8121

Nick Jenkins
(715) 796-2207

Tom Jenkins
(715) 796-2207
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Pierce County and St. Croix County Members Advocate for Agriculture in Madison

Ag Day at the Capitol attendees visited with legislators to discuss ag 
policies and issues affecting agriculture in Wisconsin. Pictured (from left): 
Pam Benitz, Mary, Marilyn Fanetti, Tara Prochnow, Jane Mueller, Warren 
Petryk, Jim Benitz, Dean Bergseng, Monica Krings, Kevin Knutson and 
John Krings. Members met with Representative Rob Stafsholt.

Members of Pierce County and St. Croix County Farm Bureaus, 
along with nearly 400 other farmers and members from farm groups 
throughout Wisconsin attended Ag Day at the Capitol on March 8 
in Madison.

Attendees met at the Monona Terrace Convention Center where 
they listened to Governor Scott Walker who spoke about the impor-
tance of agriculture to Wisconsin’s economy. He stated, “Farming 
isn’t just a business, it’s a way of life.”

Members also heard from Jordan Lamb, attorney with Dewitt 
Ross and Stevens who spoke about groundwater legislation; Bill 
McCoshen, Capitol Consultants, spoke on transportation funding; 
and Bob Welsch, The Welch Group, Inc., spoke about potential 
changes to the agrichemical management fund and the agricultural 
chemical cleanup program.

In addition, WFBF Governmental Relations staff Rob Richard and 
Paul Zimmerman with briefed the group about hot topics in agricul-
ture including proposed budget items, rural broadband and the new 

farmer student loan assistance program.

Following the briefing session, members walked to the Capitol to 
meet with local representatives and speak about issues important to 
Wisconsin agriculture.

Ag Day at the Capitol is the largest lobby day for Wisconsin agricul-
ture. Each year, farmers and agriculturists representing facets of the 
state’s diverse agriculture landscape come to Madison to learn more 
about state issues affecting agriculture and meet with state legislators.

Rural Mutual Insurance Company and GROWMARK, Inc., were 
major sponsors of the event. Co-sponsors of the event with the Wis-
consin Farm Bureau Federation included the Dairy Business Associa-
tion, Professional Dairy Producers of Wisconsin, Wisconsin Cattle-
men’s Association, Wisconsin Corn Growers Association, Wisconsin 
Horse Council, Wisconsin Pork Association, Wisconsin Potato and 
Vegetable Growers Association, Wisconsin Soybean Association and 
the Wisconsin State Cranberry Growers Association. 

Have You Used Farm Bureau Member Benefits Lately?
DuWayne Huppert has purchased 40 new 
pickups throughout his lifetime. He has been 
able to take advantage of the Farm Bureau 
GM discount member benefit three times. 

Using the Farm Bureau GM discount has 
saved DuWayne $1,500. That is enough to 
pay his Farm Bureau membership for 30 
years.

Just by being a Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
member, you qualify for benefits and services 
that provide a range of options that respond 
to the needs of farmers, families and
businesses in Wisconsin.

For more 
informa-
tion about 
Farm 
Bureau 
member 
benefits, 
visit wfbf.
com and 
click on 
ben-
efits and 
membership at the top of the page or contact 
District 9 Coordinator, Katie Mattison at 
kmattison@wfbf.com or 866.355.7349.

DuWayne Huppert (center) pictured with his 
Chevy pickup purchased from Cernohous 
Chevrolet in Prescott. With DuWayne are 
Pierce County Farm Bureau president Dean 
Bergseng (left) and Brian Murphy of
Cernohous Chevrolet (right).



Daniel Anderson, John Andrews*, Nathan Baar, Jason 
Bamman*, Robert Bennett*, Brian Borgerson*, Kaitlyn 
Bublitz*, Josh Cormican, Mark Erlandson*, Robert
Fenske, Gary Fleishauer*, Richard Frontag*, John Gould*, 
Ryan Jay*, Jeremy Kannel*, Andrew Kiefer*, Joseph 
Matzek*, Michael Polk, Matt Rohl*, Mark Schmitt, Scott 
Sieracki, Bradley Turner*, Rodney Webb*, Cheryl Weeks 
and Lynette Welcon*.
*Denotes voting membership.

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation Newsletter subscription of $3 is included in Farm Bureau dues.www.wfbf.com1.800.261.FARM

Pierce County Farm Bureau Contacts:
President, Dean Bergseng 
Vice President, John Krings 
Secretary, Laura Benitz 
Treasurer, Roy Swanson 
Women’s Chair, Monica Krings

Director, Peter Kimball
Director, Kevin Knutson
Director, Eric Turner
Pierce County Farm Bureau

715.425.6404
715.495.6285
715.220.8962
715.273.3268
715.495.6286

715.307.3726
715.760.2692
715.307.7262
866.795.4792

District 9 Contacts
WFBF Board Director, Jim Holte	
District 9 YFA Chair, Julie Wadzinski
District 9 Promotion and Education
	 Chair, Kay Gilbertson
District 9 Coordinator, Katie Mattison
RMIC District Manager, Laurie Peterson

715.835.6708
715.432.8740
715.879.5472

866.355.7349
715.514.4477

Pierce County President’s Message

Pierce: Welcome New Members

Dear Farm Bureau 
members,

As I write this, 
Pierce County Farm 
Bureau has just 
hit our early bird 
membership goal 

at the end of March. This was a result of 
the hard work and effort of our dedicated 
board members and Rural Mutual Insur-
ance agent Leah Saufl. Welcome to all of 
our new members. We’re glad you decided 
to join us.

The future of our County looks bright as 
the 4-H program in Pierce County has 

continued to grow with the help of Frank 
Ginther, staff and dedicated volunteers 
throughout the county. Pierce County 
4-H now has over 800 members and 
moved from 10th in the state to seventh. 
Congratulations!

Mark your calendars for some upcom-
ing events. The Pierce County Dairy 
Breakfast will be held Saturday, June 17, 
at Huppert Brothers Farm in River Falls. 
August 19 will be the St. Croix County 
Farm City Day held at Jim and Lanette 
Harsdorf ’s farm.

As a lot of you know the agriculture 
industry is facing some very uncertain 

times. We as a County and state Farm 
Bureau are aware of this and are working 
on viable solutions.

The key to addressing the issues surround-
ing agriculture for us as farmers and agri-
culturist is to join together, contact our 
elected officials and speak up so we can 
continue farming. We can make a differ-
ence in the future of agriculture.

Be safe, have a great summer and I hope 
to see you at some of the upcoming 
events.

Dean Bergseng
Pierce County Farm Bureau President

Dairy Promotion Breakfast Set
Huppert Brothers Farm of River Falls will host the 2017 
Pierce County Dairy Breakfast on June 17, from 8 a.m. 
to 12 noon.

Generations of the Huppert family have been farming 
outside of River Falls since 1928. Today, owners of Hup-
pert Brothers include Lawrence and Kay Huppert along 
with their daughter and son-in-law, Lori and Jason Kjos. 
The farm consists of 700 owned and rented acres of crop-
land and a milking herd of 140.

Details:
Date: June 17
Time: 8 a.m.-12 noon
Where: �Huppert Brothers Farm, 855 Chapman Drive, 

River Falls.

Upcoming Events
May  
20	 Dunn County Dairy Breakfast, Prestrud Dairy, Prairie Farm
June
10	 District 9 YFA Blackhawk Concert
17	 Pierce County Dairy Breakfast, Huppert Brothers Farm, River Falls
22	� Dunn-Pierce-St. Croix County Farm Bureau member appreciation picnic, White Pine Berry Farm in River 

Falls
July
10	 YFA Achievement and Excellence in Ag applications due
11-13	 Wisconsin Farm Technology Days, Kewaunee County
12-16	 Northern Wisconsin State Fair, Chippewa Falls
19-23	 St. Croix County Fair: We are looking for volunteers for the St. Croix County Farm Bureau
	 food stand.
19-23	 Barron County Fair
26-30	� Dunn County Fair
27-30	 Polk County Fair
August
3	 Policy Development Meetings and YFA Discussion Meet
	 Policy Development: 11:30 a.m. at The Tee Away, Ladysmith
	 Discussion Meet: 6:30 p.m. at the Stout Ale House, Menomonie
	 Policy Development: 7:30 p.m. at the Stout Ale House, Menomonie
10-13	 Rusk County Fair
10-13	 Pierce County Fair: We are looking for volunteers for the Pierce County Farm Bureau Little Red Barn. 	
15	 2017 WFBF Leadership Institute applications due
15	 YFA Conference Sponsorship forms due

Pathology Services Available 
We are excited to announce that pathology services have 
resumed at the Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic
Laboratory in Barron as of November 7, 2016.
 
For questions or to schedule necropsies, contact 
715.637.3151, 800.771.8387, Fax 715.449.5052.
Note: ���The Barron location does not accept live animals for
necropsy.

Inspiration. Connection. AgVocacy.
2017 marked the 7th annual Ag Women’s Summit and over 300 
women came together to celebrate. The Ag Women’s Summit was 
on March 10-11 in Madison. Presented by Badgerland Financial, 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau and the UW-Extension, the purpose of 
the event is to connect, engage and support women involved in 
all areas of Wisconsin’s diverse agriculture community.

Summit attendees were engaged in diverse topics such as 
employee management, sharing your farm story, management 
tips and resources and value-added agriculture to name a few. 
Attendees also were entertained by casino night, where partici-
pants were able to play real casino games with ‘fake’ money and 
an Elvis impersonator.

The keynote speaker at the summit was, Jane Jenkins Herlong 
who presented, ‘Bare Feet to High Heels and the Flip Flops In-
Between’ and ‘Don’t Throw Tomatoes at My Field of Dreams.’

The 2017 
AgVocate of the 
Year award was 
also presented 
to Carrie Mess, 
a dairy farmers 
from Milford.

Mess is passion-
ate about show-
ing consum-
ers what dairy 
farming is like 
in a fun and 
engaging manner. This award honors Wisconsin women who are 
innovative leaders and have contributed to the success of
Wisconsin agriculture.

Women from Pierce and St. Croix counties had 
a great time at the 2017 Wisconsin Ag Women’s 
Summit: (from left) Char Bazille, Lanette
Harsdorf, Irma Zwald, Melanie Peterson, Ariana 
Lee, Kirsten Konder and Sandy Reischel.



Eva Doornink and 
Aaron O’Connell have 
been selected as recipi-
ents of St. Croix County 
Farm Bureau Scholar-

ships in the amount of $250 each.

Applicants were asked to complete an appli-
cation that included their future education 
plans, community and school activities and
recommendations from teachers.
 
Congratulations to Eva and Aaron!
We wish you the best of luck in your 
future endeavors.

Ken-Rich Farms, Inc.*, Bosworth & Lockwood LLC, Sandy 
Brecht, Scott Crump, Wallace Cudd*, Nick Cudd, Brian 
Holldorf, Sarah Most, Dean	 Phillips and Kevin Wittmer.
*Denotes voting membership.

President, David Kruschke
Vice President, Leslie Svacina
Secretary/Treasurer, Jenny Mueller
Women’s Chair, Melanie Peterson
YFA Chair, Kirsten Konder

Director, Lynn Brosi
Director, James Lund
Director, Dean Mueller
Director, Gary Peterson
Director, Randy Roquette
Director, Greg Zwald

St. Croix County Farm Bureau

715.246.6461
651.261.3079
715.749.3583
715.665.2142
715.977.7351

715.425.5575
715.684.3936
715.760.1501
715.665.2142
715.684.3303
715.222.4349

888.830.2574

St. Croix County Farm Bureau Contacts:

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/st-croixwfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/pierce

St. Croix: Welcome New Members

St. Croix County President’s Message
Greetings 
Farm Bureau 
members,

It’s hard to 
believe that 
summer 
activities are 
already on the 

horizon. The tri-county picnic with 
members of Dunn, Pierce and St. Croix 
County Farm Bureaus will be held 
on Thursday, June 22, at White Pine 
Berry Farm near River Falls.

We also cannot forget about the St. 
Croix County Fair coming up on July 
19-23 and Farm City Day on August 
19 at Jim and Lanette Harsdorf ’s
Trim-Bel Valley Dairy near Spring
 Valley. We would love to see you at 
some or all of these upcoming events.

We are excited to be able to help some 
local students with a sponsorship of 
their upcoming judging trip to 
Scotland. New Richmond FFA students 
Sophia Thommes, Rachel Skinner, 
Austin Raymond and Tyler Van Dyk 

as well as Ellis Frank, a member of the 
Northeast Iowa Community College 
team will be traveling to Scotland on 
June 21-July 4 where they will com-
pete at the Royal Highland Show in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, and again at the 
National Dairy Show in Luxembourg, 
Belgium. We hope they do well in the 
contests and enjoy their trip.

Dave Kruschke
St. Croix County Farm Bureau
President

2017 St. Croix County Farm Bureau Scholarship Recipients Announced
Eva is a senior 
at the Baldwin-
Woodville High 
School. She is the 
daughter of Todd 
Doornink and 
Liz Griffith. Her 
plan is to attend 
the University of 
Minnesota-Twin 

Cities and major in agriculture com-
munications. Eva is active in 4-H, WHA, 
St. Croix County Junior Dairy Board and 
participated in Moovin’ with Milk 5K and 
Dairy Days in the Park. 

Aaron is a 
senior at St. 
Croix Central 
High School. 
He is the 
son of Tom 
O’Connell and 
Suzie Lange. 
His plan is to 
attend Chip-
pewa Valley 
Technical 

School to study agronomy management. 
Aaron is active in baseball, 4-H, FFA and 
his church.

New Richmond FFA Dairy Judging Team to Participate Internationally
By Rachel Sauvola, New Richmond Agriscience Instructor and FFA Advisor

Imagine our surprise when the New Richmond FFA Dairy 
Cattle Judging Team members learned that they finished in 
first place at the World Dairy Expo FFA Contest in October.

Team members Austin Raymond, Rachel Skinner and Tyler 
Van Dyk left school that morning at 3 a.m. to make it to 
Madison to compete. With tired eyes, they gave it their all and 
came out on top. Austin also topped the Ayrshire class receiv-
ing first place for that breed. These same young people have 
competed on the St. Croix County 4-H Dairy Judging Team 
coached by Chuck Kruschke. Chuck graciously assists the FFA 
kids too as the 4-H and FFA competitions don’t occur on the 
same time table.

With the feeling of pride on their side, the students expected 
to receive a plaque or perhaps a ribbon. Seeing that we have 
never placed so well in the 18 years I have been the advisor 
here, we had no idea what was in store for us. Imagine my 
ultimate shrieks of joy and disbelief when I opened the pad-
ded envelope containing a plaque for the school, individual 
ribbons for the team members and a magic envelope with an 
invitation to partake in the International Dairy Judging Tour 
to Scotland, Belgium, England and Germany.

I immediately called the students and asked them if they were 
sitting down and then shared the fantastic news that we were 
taking our skills on the road, across the pond to Europe. They 
were as shocked as I was for this ultimate experience. It turns 
out that first through third place teams from 4-H, FFA and 
post-secondary competitions were invited to participate.

This also means that New Richmond High School graduate 
Ellis Frank is coming too as his team won the post-secondary 
competition. Ellis also was coached by Chuck Kruschke and 

interned at Crisdhome Farms. How cool is it that we will all 
be there together? 

Travel will take place June 21-July 4. Students will compete at 
the Royal Highland Show in Edinburgh, Scotland, which is 
their premier farming event and again at the National Dairy 
Show in Luxembourg, Belgium. Students will judge animals 
and participate in showmanship competitions and participate 
in a national cattle sale. We will be educated as to how they 
judge cattle first, learning from local breeders and dairymen 
who are members of the Scottish Young Farmer Association.

They will get to stay at Young Farmers homes and learn first-
hand how the dairy industry operates in other countries. We 
will get to tour international treasures and create memories to 
last a lifetime. Seeing Westminster Abbey, Big Ben, St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, the Houses of Parliament, Buckingham Palace, rid-
ing the Eurostar train under the English Channel, cruising the 
Rhine River ... amazing experiences for our youth.

These students work hard each day and I am so incredibly 
proud of them. They are four of the genuinely nicest students 
in our entire school and I cannot wait to share this experi-
ence with them. They deserve to be on board to gain a better 
understanding of Europe, a look at global agriculture and the 
dairy industry, an avenue to showcase their knowledge and 
leadership skills and create memories to last a lifetime.

If you want to help us achieve our goal of raising $30,000, 
please contact me at rsauvola@newrichmond.k12.wi.us or 
715.243.1761. Thank you for your willingness to assist us.

We can’t wait to share our experiences with you!

Join us for a FREE concert
featuring Blackhawk!

When: Saturday, June 10; gates open at 5 p.m.
Where: �Cinder City Days, Cinder City Park, 1904 Spooner 

Avenue, Altoona.
Who: �District 9 YFA members receive FREE general admission 

tickets to the Blackhawk concert. Each additional ticket 
is $11.

Details: �Join District 9 YFA members for fun, great company 
and of course Blackhawk. We will meet at the gates at 
4:30 p.m. to distribute tickets.

This event is FREE to the 
first 25 YFA members who 
RSVP by June 5 to District 
9 YFA Chair Julie Wadzin-
ski at 715.432.8740 (call or 
text) or District 9 Coor-
dinator Katie Mattison at 
715.418.0975 (call or text).

Calling all Young 
Farmer and Agriculturist 

Members! 

St. Croix County Fair is Right Around 
the Corner
Mark your calendar for the 
2017 St. Croix County Fair 
on July 19-23. 

St. Croix County Farm 
Bureau will once again be 
operating their food stand, 
which includes a selection of great food and of course, those 
famous deep fried cheese curds.

Please consider spending a few hours serving your friends 
and neighbors at the St. Croix County Fair food stand. A free 
meal is included for working at least a three-hour shift. 

To schedule your preferred time, please contact Melanie 
Peterson at 715.665.2142 or Jenny Mueller at 715.749.3583.
Many hands make for light work. Thank you in advance for 
your willingness to help.


