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Superior Shores Farm Bureau

Superior Shores Annual Meeting Held
Members of the 
Superior Shores Farm 
Bureau held their 
annual meeting on 
Wednesday, Septem-
ber 28, at the Wild 
Rose Barn in Ashland. 

Delegates elected to 
represent Superior 
Shores at the Wis-
consin Farm Bureau 
Federation Annual 
Meeting in December 
are: Gregg Johnson 
and Linda Simmons. 

As a grassroots organi-
zation, it is Farm Bureau’s members on the county level who create and set the policy 
goals of the state’s leading farm organization. Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federa-
tion is often asked to get involved in issues aff ecting production agriculture and rural 
Wisconsin both in Madison and Washington, D.C. During the meeting, members 
discussed a wide range of issues. Th e following resolutions passed during this meet-
ing and will be forwarded on for consideration to be presented to the delegates at the 
WFBF Annual Meeting in December:
1. We support increasing broadband access to all of Wisconsin. 
2. We support adding wild parsnip to the nocuous weed list. 
3. We support fi nding ways to increase rural road funding. 

For more information on the Superior Shores Farm Bureau, call 877.583.4509 or 
visit wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/superior-shores.

Meet the 2016-17 Superior Shores Farm Bureau Board of Direc-

tors: Pictured (L-R): WFBF President Jim Holte, Verne Gilles, 

Linda Simmons, Gregg Johnson, Rural Mutual Insurance agent 

Alan Schiefelbein and Robyn Lulich. Not pictured: Ella Teague 

and Peri Campbell

Just Around the Corner…
Ag Day at the Capitol – March 8, 2017

Ag Day at the Capitol will be held on Wednesday, March 8, 
2017 in Madison. A bus from Northwest Wisconsin is being 
planned again for 2017. 

Th is is a great opportunity to make contact with your local 
representatives and network with other Farm Bureau members. 

Watch for more information to come soon. 

If you would like to reserve your spot early, contact District 
9 Coordinator Katie Mattison at kmattison@wfbf.com or 
866.355.7349.

Wisconsin Ag Women’s Summit – March 10-11
Th e Wisconsin Ag Women’s Summit is a joint eff ort of Badgerland Financial, the 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation and University of Wisconsin–Extension. It 
is our mission to support women in agriculture by providing a meeting place to 
learn, network and build friendships through peer-to-peer interaction. During 
the past six years, we’ve learned a lot and grown together, both personally and 
professionally. Join us for another top-notch program and event as we continue 
this journey, together. 

For more information, visit wiagwomenssummit.com. 

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Rural Mutual Agents in Your Area

- (715) 630-4801

Alan Schiefelbein
(715) 934-2400

- (715) 514-4477
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District 9 Young Farmer and Agriculturist Discussion Meet Contestants Shine
Th e District 9 YFA Discussion Meet was held in conjunction with 
the District 9 Policy Development meeting on Th ursday, August 4 
at the Stout Ale House in Menomonie. About 20 people attended 
the event with fi ve YFA members competing in the Discussion 
Meet. 

District 9 had a great showing from across the district. Competi-
tors were: Julie Wadzinski, Barron County; Isaac Christenson, Polk 
County; Nate Kringle, Sawyer County; Laura Benitz, Pierce County 
and Kirsten Konder, St. Croix County. Isaac Christenson, Laura 
Benitz and Kirsten Konder will be moving on to represent District 
9 at the YFA Conference in the Wisconsin Dells, December 2-4.

Congratulations to all the competitors on an awesome 
Discussion Meet! 

Membership, Membership, Membership
Farm Bureau is a membership driven organization, which means 
your membership is what drives Farm Bureau. Members like you 
want to see local businesses and rural communities prosper. You 
want to be heard when decisions that aff ect your farms, families 
and futures are made by elected offi  cials. Th is is why you join Farm 
Bureau!

Each year, County Farm Bureaus have goals to increase their mem-
bership. Congratulations to Superior Shores Farm Bureaus for hit-
ting their voting membership goal for the year!

Sign a NEW Member, Get $20! You can get involved too. County 
Farm Bureau volunteers will receive $20 for every new member they 
sign between October 1, 2016 and September 30, 2017. 

For the 2016-17 membership year, volunteers are asked to help 
Farm Bureau grow its membership by pledging to sign 2 new mem-
bers by April 1, 2017 (2x4 campaign). Will you help by Building 
Farm Bureau…one member at a time?

For more information, contact District 9 Coordinator Katie
Mattison at kmattison@wfbf.com or 866.355.7349.

Now that the IOH trilogy is complete, but yet so many questions 
still remain, there has been discussion of creating a Wisconsin agri-
culture transportation guide book.

Th is book will encompass all aspects of operating or transporting 
ag-related equipment and supplies within Wisconsin, both state and 
federal laws.

Rob Richard, WFBF’s Senior Director of Governmental Relations, 
and Cheryl Skjolaas of UW Extension, are working with the Wis-
consin Department of Transportation to write this guide book.

In preparation for the guide book, WFBF has been rolling out 
‘Today’s Ag Transportation Tidbit’ on social media. Th ese posts are 
simple, yet important, transportation laws or rules that apply to 
ag-related equipment and its operation or transport on Wisconsin 
roads.

To see other tidbits from WFBF’s ‘Today’s Ag Transportation 

Tidbit’ go to our Facebook page at facebook.com/WIFarmBureau. 
Read more about the transportation tidbit initiative here: http://bit.
ly/TransportationTidbit.

Watch for Ag Transportation Tidbits from WFBF
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District Director Message
I’m sure you’ve heard the 
phrase ‘decisions are made by 
those who show up’ before. 
No one knows this better than 
active Farm Bureau members 
like you. 

In our high-tech, fast-paced 
world, it may seem a little old 
fashioned but your county 

Farm Bureau annual meeting still stands for what is right 
about a grassroots organization. 

It is those of you who show up that determines the direc-
tions of our 61 county Farm Bureaus, and the legislative 
priorities that our state organization will work on in Madi-
son and Washington D.C. in the coming year. Th ere’s no 
shortage of challenges and opportunities facing Wisconsin 
agriculture these days.

For more than 90 years, Farm Bureau members have got 
the job done by rolling up their sleeves, looking for solu-
tions and staying positive. My challenge to you is that you 
get involved in our policy development process. 

Technology is great, but its power pales in comparison to 
what can happen when a group of passionate agriculturists 
get together to share a meal and talk issues. 

Some items up for discussion this year are:
 • Rural Broadband 
 • Animal Husbandry
 • Wisconsin’s Fence Law
 • Atrazine and ATCP 30

Farm Bureau is the best vehicle to ensure that your local, 
state and national concerns are heard. Th at’s why your 
Farm Bureau membership remains a critical tool to ensure 
agriculture’s future success. 

Th ose of you who show up at Farm Bureau meetings are 
the ones who have played the largest role in making this an 
honorable organization. Rest assured that other committed 
individuals like you are striving to make it even better. 

Th ank you for being a Farm Bureau member. Th ank you 
for continuing to make Wisconsin agriculture stronger. 
Th ank you for showing up. 

Jim Holte
Dunn County Crop and Beef Farmer
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation President

District Coordinator Message
Th ank you! Two simple words 
that do not get said enough. 

Th ank you for all that you do 
for Farm Bureau and agriculture 
in Wisconsin. I am grateful for 
each and every one of you; for 
all that you do for agriculture, 
your communities and for Farm 
Bureau. Th ank you for your 
passion for agriculture and your 

commitment to Farm Bureau. 

Th e future of agriculture looks great because of YOU! Farm 
Bureau is successful because of YOU! Th ank you for being 

a member of a 45,000+ 
member strong organiza-
tion. Your membership 
matters and helps make a 
diff erence in agriculture 
across Wisconsin and the 
entire United States! 

I thank you for being a 
Farm Bureau member. 
I thank you for your 
commitment to your County and Wisconsin Farm Bureau. 
Th ank you for your time, your involvement and your dedica-
tion. I am amazed by the accomplishments of our members 
and am very grateful to be a part of the Farm Bureau family. 

It is because of the hard work and dedication of all of you, 
our Farm Bureau members, that Farm Bureau is able to thrive 
and the future of agriculture looks so great. I am committed 
to working alongside you for many years to come to make 
Farm Bureau and Wisconsin agriculture amazing. 

If you have any questions or comments throughout the year, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. I would love to hear 
from you. 

Katie Mattison
District 9 Coordinator
kmattison@wfbf.com

Ag in the Classroom Program Announces Essay Topic and Book of the Year
Time for Cranberries is 
the 2017 Book of the 
Year and “Tell us about 
cranberry production in 
Wisconsin during one of 
the four seasons” is the 
topic for the annual essay 
contest. 

Th e essay contest is open 
to all fourth and fi fth 
grade students in public, 
private and home school 
programs. Students 
involved in 4-H, PALS 

and after school programs are also encouraged to participate. 
Essay submissions must be 100 to 300 words in length and 
will be judged on content, grammar, spelling and neatness. All 
contest rules, lesson plans and sample classroom activities are 
accessible at wisagclassroom.org or by contacting Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau – Ag in the Classroom at 800.261.3276 or
aitc@wfbf.com. 

Participating students and schools need to submit essays by 
April 1 to their county Farm Bureau essay coordinator. A list 
of coordinators is available at wisagclassroom.org. 

•Superior Shores Ag in the Classroom Essay Coordinator – 
Gregg Johnson

A state winner will be selected from nine district winners in 
May by the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation Promotion 
and Education Committee. Each district winner will receive 
a classroom presentation in May for their homeroom or class. 
Th e contest is sponsored by Insight FS, We Energies and the 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation. 

Last year, more than 3,000 students participated in the con-
test. In this year’s Book of the Year selection, Time for Cranber-
ries, introduces young readers to cranberries – from the bog 
to the Th anksgiving table. Th e hardcover books come with an 
activity-lesson plan packet that teachers, students and home 
school parents can use to enhance the reading experience. 
Book order forms can be found at www.wisagclassroom.org 
under Order Resources, Order Forms.

Order a Farm Bureau t-shirt and support 
the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation!
Details and order form can be found at:
http://bit.ly/FBShirt

Adult shirt available 
in heather red - $15

Youth shirt avail-
able in red - $12

Show Your Farm Bureau Pride

Includes Activities for:
Ag in the Classroom
Consumer Outreach
Education and Ag Promotion
Fundraising
Member Development
Policy and Development Implementation

Find it at:

Playbook Purpose
The purpose of the Playbook is to provide counties with 
ideas and resources for planning county activities and 
events. Throughout the Playbook, you will fi nd activities 
and events for all ages, time frames and budgets.

wfbf.com/programsevents/
promotion-and-education/
playbook
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There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Life Line (NEW)
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Polaris
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy

Superior Shores Farm Bureau Contacts:

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/superior -shoresSuperior Shores Farm Bureau: 866.355.7349

Visit the Superior Shores Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/superio
rshoresfarmbureau/?fref=ts.

Rural Broadband: Input Needed
A topic that Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau Federation’s 
Policy Development 
Committee has identifi ed 
is access to rural broad-
band around the state.

Th e State Broadband 
Offi  ce at the Wisconsin 
Public Service Com-
mission announced the 
release of its High Speed 
Internet Access Demand 
Survey. Th is tool will 
allow residents and busi-
nesses the voice needed to improve internet access or service.

Th e goal is to help state planners and policy makers better 
understand consumer demand for internet access in Wisconsin.

To complete the survey, please visit
www.psc.wi.gov/BroadbandSurvey.htm.

Ag Plastics Recycling Available
Revolution Plastics, a 
company based in Arkan-
sas, is expanding their ag 
plastics recycling business 
into western Wisconsin.

Th ey want to collect ag 
plastics from farmers 
with on-farm recycling 
dumpsters that are free 
and collection is free to the 

farmer. Th ey want 250 farmers within an 80-mile radius of 
Eau Claire before committing to come to the area.

Th ey will be siting a baler in Eau Claire and collecting ag 
plastics from farmers to haul there to be baled and shipped to 
their processing facilities.

A pilot program was started two years ago in Green County 
and has expanded into Dane County. Now, they are targeting 
the Appleton and Eau Claire areas. Th e timeline is projected 
for this fall or winter. 

To sign up for the service, please visit www.revolutionplastics.
com/index.php and scroll down to the ‘Join the Revolution’ 
section.

Criteria for getting a dumpster include:
•  Generate 3,000 to 4,000 pounds of ag plastics per year. If a 

single farm doesn’t generate enough, several farms can share 
a dumpster.

•  Th ey accept bale wrap, ag grain bags, most bunker covers, 
oxygen barrier fi lm, irrigation tape or tubing/cover, fumiga-
tion, greenhouse and hoop house fi lms.

•  Th ey do not accept bunker covers with nylon scrim, twine, 
net wrap or other mixed plastics.

•  Need to be able to access dumpster with a full-size garbage 
truck.

Th e material that they collect from Wisconsin is made into 
large garbage or trash liners that are used primarily by the 
hospitality industry, universities, etc. Th e material they collect 
in Arkansas is made into new ag bags.

If you have questions, they can be directed to Revolu-
tion Plastics at collections@revolutionplastics.com or 
844.490.7873.

Th anks for your help in getting the word out about this excit-
ing opportunity to divert thousands of pounds of plastic out 
of our landfi lls!

Welcome New Members
Sara Berndt, Michael Glauner, Joseph 
Johnson, Talitha Lintula, Kirk Lipka, 
Parkland Sanitary District, Port Wing 
Sanitary District, Ronald Schiff , Ryan 

Th imm, Town of Bell and Town of Oma.  

TRIVIA

Space is limited 
so register early!

CONTEST
Gather up to six of your closest (or smartest) friends for a Farm Bureau trivia contest on Saturday, December 3, following the 
Farm Bureau Extravaganza during the WFBF Annual Meeting at the Kalahari Resorts in Wisconsin Dells. Categories will 
include current events, history, geography, music, movies, sports, Farm Bureau and more!

Q1:  What is Wisconsin’s 
offi  cial state grain?

A1: Corn; A2: Platteville; A3: 30

•  Teams of up to six people 
•  $10 per person/$60 per team 
•  Th ree (15 minute) rounds of 25 questions
•  Register at wfbf.com/programsevents/event-registration
•   Register before November 25 or on Saturday, December 

3, in the trade show area from 2 to 4 p.m.

Q2:  What city is home to the 
world’s largest letter ‘M’? 

Q3:  Numerically, Wisconsin was admitted 
as the _____ state in the Union. 

Fun’dtheFoundation


