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Trempealeau County Farm Bureau Hosts Annual Meeting
On Tuesday, August 26 the 
Trempealeau County Farm 
Bureau held its annual meet-
ing at the Schroeder Memorial 
Shelter at the Blair Park. A deli-
cious meal was provided fol-
lowed by the annual meeting. 

After hearing from a few of our 
guests, the 2014 animal grant 
recipients were recognized 
including Claire and Shane 
Corcoran, Mariah, Sophiah, 
Vince and Wynonah Filla, 
Aubrie and Dawsyn Lyngen, 
Elizabeth, Gabrielle and Zachariah Sirianni. Each of the recipients received a $50 check towards 
their fair animal projects. 

Brian Maliszewski, the Young 
Farmer and Agriculturist chair, 
gave a committee report and the Ag 
Promotions chair, Crystal John-
son, shared the committee’s year in 
review and goals for the upcom-
ing year. Elections were held for 
the various open positions and 
the meeting ended with voting on 
the resolutions. Door prizes were 
drawn for the members present and 

included some great dairy products from AMPI, Falls Meat Service gift certifi cates donated by 
Gretchen Erickson and a membership donated by the Trempealeau County Farm Bureau.

Trempealeau County Farm Bureau members and animal grant 

recipients enjoyed their meal for before the start of the meeting.

President’s Report
It has been another great year for the Trempealeau County Farm 
Bureau. Having just completed our annual meeting, it seems 
like a great time to refl ect on all the Trempealeau County Farm 
Bureau has accomplished this year. It’s easy to take for granted 
what we have in our county, but everything that happens is 
because of dedicated volunteers and our board of directors.

Here are some of the things the Trempealeau County Farm 
Bureau did this year:
• Provided 11 animal grants
• Awarded a $500 scholarship to a high school senior
•  Donated money to local FFA Chapters and sponsored National 

FFA Week ads
•  Provided orange juice for the Trempealeau County Dairy Breakfast
• Platinum sponsor of the Trempealeau County Fair
•  Provided showmanship and herdsmanship awards at the Trempealeau County Fair
•  Provided Ag in the Classroom materials and books to teachers
•  Did July beef promotion events at Clippers in Whitehall and Gordy’s in Osseo
• Sponsored women to the Wisconsin Ag Women’s Summit
•  Gave Young Farmer and Agriculturist members the opportunity to attend the state YFA 

Conference

We are able to do these activities and events because of the funds that we raise during the 
Trempealeau County Fair at the Farm Bureau shake stand. Know that when you buy a shake, 
or work a shift in the shake stand, that much of the money raised stays right here in Trempea-
leau County to help our kids, and those who farm and work in agriculture.

Sincerely,

Todd Quarne
Trempealeau County Farm Bureau President
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Trempealeau County Farm Bureau Members Attend YFA Discussion Meet and Policy 
Development Meeting

Trempealeau County Farm Bureau members attended the YFA 
Discussion Meet and Policy Development meeting that was held in 
Taylor on August 20. 

Th e evening started with Young Farmer and Agriculturist members 
competing in the Discussion Meeting. Shelby Pyka represented 
Trempealeau and was selected as one of the top three to advance on 
to the state level. Th e topic that was discussed was “How can young 
farmers and ranchers work to encourage membership growth and 
member engagement for the county, state and national Farm Bureau 
organizations?” Th e Discussion Meet is an activity designed to build 
crucial skills in young, active farmers and agriculturalists. By partici-

pating, members build basic discussion skills, develop a keen under-
standing of important agricultural issues and explore how groups 
can pool knowledge to reach consensus and solve problems.

Later in the evening Farm Bureau members gathered to help 
develop policy for their counties to review and recommend to 
the state. Subjects ranging from high capacity wells, DNR, UW-
Extension, along with a whole host of other subjects were discussed. 
County Farm Bureaus then take this information back to their 
counties to consider as policies that should be recommend at the 
state level.

There was great attendance from those in District 4 to watch both the Discussion Meet and participate in the Policy Development meeting.

Trempealeau County member Shelby Pyka gave her opening statement 

during the District 4 YFA Discussion Meet.

(L to R) Travis Klinkner (Monroe) Shelby Pyka (Trempealeau) and Adam 

Wehling (Buff alo) are advancing on to the state Discussion Meet.

Congratulations Travis, Shelby and Adam. Good luck at the state Discussion Meet!
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Management Considerations for Fall Manure Application By Amber Radatz, Discovery Farms, Trempealeau County Farm Bureau member

Are you getting ready to 
spread manure? Whether 
from a fi eld stack or a 
liquid manure pit, many 
livestock farmers have been 
waiting for the growing 
season to come to a close to 
spread manure. Th e home-
stretch for our Wisconsin 
cropping year often begins 
with small grain or corn 
silage harvest. Th is early 
harvest opens fi elds for 

spreading manure, planting fall established alfalfa or winter 
cover crops, and other fi eld activities in preparation for next 
year. Soil and fi eld conditions are very important to consider 
as you spread manure through the next months to meet crop 
nutrient needs for next year.

Macropores. Farmers in portions of the state without adequate 
rainfall are seeing drier soil conditions of fall which can create 
macropores, which connect the surface, where cropping activi-
ties are occurring, to lower depths of the soil. Th ese openings 
in the soil surface, such as cracks, earthworm burrows, or root 
channels, should become a consideration as producers prepare 
to spread manure. Macropores seem to be most prevalent in 
no-till fi elds and are very common where tile drainage lines 
are present. Th e last thing you want is for liquid manure to 
quickly travel directly to drain tiles or into shallow bedrock via 
macropores.

What should be done? Go, deliberately look at fi elds that you 
plan to spread fall manure on. Recognize the water qual-
ity risk if you see that large soil cracks exist and you know 
individual fi elds sit on top of drain tiles, shallow bedrock, 
or shallow groundwater. If such a fi eld is still a candidate to 
receive manure, consider a shallow tillage pass prior to spread-
ing manure to break up macropores enough to prevent liquid 
manure from taking one of these paths of preferential fl ow. 

Added Water. Another important consideration when apply-
ing liquid manure, especially to wet soil or when rain is in 
the forecast, is the amount of water added to the soil by the 
manure. Th e chart at right shows acre inches of water equated 
to approximate gallons of liquid manure applied. Values shown 
should be scaled back depending on manure solids content, i.e. 
a 2% solids liquid manure contains more water than a material 
with 4 % solids. 

Data from one Discovery Farm in Southwestern Wisconsin 
demonstrated that when soils were already wet, it took approx-
imately 0.7 inches of rainfall, on average, to produce a runoff  
event. However, the smallest amount of rainfall that resulted 
in a runoff  event was about 0.25 inches. If you use the chart 
above, a 0.25 inch rainfall event can be equated to around 
7,000 gal/acre of liquid applied to the soil.

What should be done? Recognize the water quality risk if soils 
are already wet, and you plan to add more water equivalent as 
liquid manure. Also, recognize the additive eff ect that even a 
small rain event may have on generating surface water runoff  
immediately after applying liquid manure. Watch the weather, 
recognize how much cumulative water will be involved and 
consider how your fi eld will respond. 

Big Storm Events. UW-Discovery Farms data also show that a 
signifi cant amount of any given years’ total nitrogen, phospho-
rus, and sediment losses can occur from one or two big storm 
events. Big storms account for a large portion of the annual 
water runoff  from a fi eld, and can contribute more than half of 
all annual nutrient and sediment losses.

Th e fi eld conditions that exist when big storm events occur 
infl uence nutrient and sediment losses. Th e largest losses 
occurred under three circumstances: (1) when the ground has 
little cover to protect it from runoff , either before vegetative 
canopy in the spring or in the fall after crop harvest, (2) when 
snow melted and the soil was still frozen, minimizing water 
infi ltration into the ground, and (3) when storms exceed the 
design criteria for best management practices.

What should be done? Recognize the water quality risk on 
your operation if big storm events happen in September or 
October, after you have harvested corn silage. Do you have soil 
and water conservation practices in place to slow the speed of 
water and keep it as clean as possible as it moves off  your farm 
fi elds? Keeping grassed waterways in good shape, contour fi eld 

operations, leaving residue 
on the fi eld or planting cover 
crops can help minimize 
your risks during large storm 
events. 

Soil Temperature. To make 
the best use of manure 
nitrogen for the following 
year, fall applications should 

be approached with caution. Soil 
temperatures through September are 
still warm enough for soil microbes 
to be very active. Microbial activity 
only slows once soil temperatures 
drop below 50 degrees F.

Manure applied in the fall can have 
signifi cant amounts of organic 
nitrogen converted quickly to 
ammonium, and quickly again to 
nitrate by soil microbial activity. 
Nitrate nitrogen is not bound to soil 
particles, but rather exists within 
soil water. It is very available to plants, yet also vulnerable to 
leaching deeper into the soil, out of the root zone and lost 
from crop utilization.

Under warm moist soil conditions, ammonium nitrogen can 
be changed to nitrate within 2 weeks after application. Once 
soil temperatures cool to 50 degrees F, the transformation pro-
cess to nitrate slows to 6 or more weeks.

What should be done? As much as possible, delay manure 
applications until soil temperatures are less than 50 degrees F. 
Adjust the application timing of any fall manure so that the 
nitrogen contribution stays as ammonium as long as possible. 
Each year is diff erent, but in Wisconsin, mid-October is usu-
ally a safe bet for soil temperatures to be below 50 degrees. 
Another option is to plant a winter cover crop that can take up 
any available nitrogen and hold onto it until it is useful in the 
spring. 

Summary. Th e considerations and suggestions listed here are 
meant to be used as tools for making the best management 
decisions possible. Land and manure management for crop 
production and water quality is a delicate balance. Rising input 
costs and highly valuable commodity prices are even another 
driver for keeping nutrients where they are most useful-in the 
fi eld. Here’s to a safe and successful harvest season.

For more information please visit our website at 
www.uwdiscoveryfarms.org or call our offi  ce at 715.983.5668.

Update from Your Ag Promotions Chair
Women in agriculture, mark your cal-
endars for March 13-14. You will not 
want to miss the Wisconsin Ag Wom-
en’s Summit! Th e event will again be 
held at the Madison Marriott West in 
Middleton. Th e days are packed with 
great break-out sessions on a variety of 
topics ranging from farm succession to 
farm fi nances. With wonderful food 
and Piano Fondue, a popular dueling 
pianos show as our Friday night enter-
tainment, you will not want to miss 
out! Women in agriculture from across 
the state come to this event to fellow-
ship and refresh. For more information or to register, please 
contact Crystal Johnson at 715.597.2411.

WANTED: Classrooms in Trempealeau County that could 
benefi t from agricultural lessons! If you know a student or 

teacher who would enjoy having our Ag 
in the Classroom (AITC) program in 
his or her class, please contact Crystal 
Johnson at 715.597.2411. Our AITC is 
actively seeking teachers and classes that 
will allow our organization to provide 
materials to teach a lesson based on 
agriculture. A broad array of topics and 
activities are available. 

Th e Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federa-
tion has chosen the book Th e Beeman 
by Laurie Krebs as the 2015 Book of the 
Year. Our county Farm Bureau will be 

providing a complimentary copy of this book to all thirteen 
elementary schools within our county. In addition, the fourth 
and fi fth grade essay contest will be loosely based on the book 
with a topic of, “Why are bees important to Wisconsin 
agriculture?” 

Essay contest rules:
•  Essay contest is open to all fourth and fi fth grade students 

in our county
• Must be handwritten in ink or computer generated
• Must be single-sided and fi t on one sheet of paper
• Must be between 100 to 300 words in length
•  Judged on content (25 points), grammar and spelling (15 

points), and neatness (10 points)
•  Essay’s must include: student’s name, grade level, parent’s 

name, teacher’s name, school name and address, school 
phone number, teacher’s e-mail address and county ON 
THE BACK OF THE ESSAY. DO NOT identify the stu-
dent on the front side!!

•  Deadline: Postmarked by April 1, 2015
•  Mailed to Crystal Johnson, N44866 County Road E, 

Osseo, WI 54758
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There are Benefi ts to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Communication
• AgriVisor
• Th e Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefi ts-membership.

Auto
• General Motors Discount
Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Stroke Detection Plus
Supplies and Products
• Case IH 
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Polaris (NEW)
• Offi  ce Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical 

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/trempealeauTrempealeau County Farm Bureau: 888.830.2573

Trempealeau County Farm Bureau Contacts:

President, Todd Quarne

Vice President, Jamie Goplin

Secretary/Treasurer, Shelby Pyka

Ag Promotions Chair, Crystal Johnson

YFA Chair, Broc Kensmoe

Director, Thomas Bice

Director, Shane Goplin

Director, Chuck Johnson

Director, Brian Maliszewski

Director, Bruce Prudlick

Director, Amber Radatz     

  

Trempealeau County Farm Bureau

District 1 Coordinator, Steve Boe

WFBF Board Director, Joe Bragger

RMIC District Manager, Ken Truax
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866.355.7344

715.530.0466

715.514.4477It’s a saying that my beloved 
father-in-law would use. 

In agriculture, life can be 
frustrating. We see messages 
everywhere that say farmers 
and agriculturists aren’t doing 
enough to be good stewards 
of the land, that we don’t care 
enough to maintain healthy and 
well-cared for animals; and that 
we don’t give a damn about our 
neighbors, community and our 
own family.  

Well, enough is too much! It’s time that we stand up, that we 
speak up; and provide the full context of what is really hap-
pening on our farms.

Sometimes standing up and combating the misinformation, 
half-truths or blatant lies is intimidating. It is so important 
though that agriculturists do get out of their comfort zones 
and join in the conversation that 
others are having.  

Th ere are many examples of how 
people are tweaking facts, or not 
telling (as Paul Harvey would say) 
the rest of the story… 

First off , a new development in 
human sewage treatment is being 
touted as a great advancement in 
science. Th is ‘new’ development is 
creating a phosphorus product that 
will bond to soil particles, benefi ting farmers who can use it 
fertilizer. Th is sounds great, but here is the rest of the story… 
Farmers in the Madison area (where this product is being 
promoted) are being asked to transport their manure outside 
of their local watershed and run it through digesters to reduce 
the amount of phosphorus they are putting on their fi elds. 
Understand the “concept” here?  Manure (which contains 
phosphorus) = BAD. “New development of human waste” 
(which also contains phosphorus) = GREAT!  

It is common knowledge that most phosphorus bonds to 
soil particles so this modifi ed human poop is nothing out of 
the ordinary. Only a ploy to get urban sewage on farm fi elds 
while vilifying the natural fertilizers that farmers currently 
use.

Secondly, not that I want to pick a fi ght (though others will 
disagree), but have you ever heard that grass-fed beef is bet-

ter for the environment than corn-fed beef? I have. I hear it 
often, though I can’t say I agree with it. 

I’m not saying grass-fed beef is bad, but the previous state-
ment sure gives the impression that corn-fed beef is far less 
environmental friendly. Th e image of cattle chewing on grass 
may seem like the “greener” option, here is the rest of the 
story… 

According to Dr. Jude Capper (adjunct professor at Washing-
ton State University and livestock sustainability consultant) 
the U.S. meat industry produces about 26.1 billion pounds of 
meat. Th e average carcass weight for a corn-fed animal is 714 
pounds and on average it takes 464 days to harvest. Grass-fed 
carcasses average 615 pounds and on average take 679 days to 
reach harvest weight. 

So according to Dr. Capper’s research, because grass-fed 
animals are lighter and take longer to reach harvest weight; it 
would actually take 35.8 million more cattle to produce the 
same amount of meat. Th is would require more:
•  LAND: 131 million more acres (that’s 75 percent of the 

land area of Texas).  
•  WATER: 468 billion gallons 

(the amount used by 53.1 
million U.S. households).

•  CARBON DIOXIDE: 134.5 
million ( like adding 26.6 
million cars to the roads). 

Again, I’m not degrading grass-fed 
beef, but there are other facts to 
consider when determining if 
something is better or worse than 
something else.

Former State Representative Barbara “Bobby” Gronemus used 
to have a unique way of pointing out things that were total 
crap to her legislative colleagues. A true friend of agriculture, 
she had no problem sticking up for what she believed was best 
for farmers. If she thought someone was pushing something 
bad for farmers, she would grab a special ‘tool’ from her desk 
– a shellacked dried cow pie. I wish I had it now because 
enough is too much and this crap has to stop!

Have a safe summer and please give me a call, jot an email 
or hit me up on Facebook with any questions, concerns or 
comments you may have.

Joe Bragger
Cell: 715.530.0466 | Home: 715.985.2314
braggfam@triwest.net

Enough is Too Much!  

“It’s time that we stand 
up, that we speak up; 
and provide the full 
context of what is 
really happening on our 
farms.”

THANK YOU

THANK YOU

Th e Trempealeau County Farm Bureau would like 
to thank EVERYONE who volunteered their time 
to help out in the Trempealeau County Farm Bureau 
Shake Stand at the Trempealeau County Fair. 

Your support helps the Trempealeau County Farm 
Bureau fund programs like Ag in the Classroom, 
animal grants, scholarships, a donation to the dairy 
breakfast, our local FFA chapters and so much more. 

Th ank you again and we’ll be looking for help again 
next year!

Do YOU Follow a Farmer?
Blogs to follow: 

• Carrie Mess; dairycarrie.com
• Ryan Goodman; agricultureproud.com
•  CommonGround; fi ndourcommonground.com
• Wanda Patsche; mnfarmliving.com
• Katie Olthoff ; onthebanksofsquawcreek.com
• Brian and Kelly; daddystractor.com
• Emily Webel; webelfamilyfarm.blogspot.com

List of ag blogs:

•  Wisconsin Farm Bureau blog; wfbf.com/newspublications/
blogs

•  American Farm Bureau Blogs; fblog.fb.org
•  via Janice Person- janiceperson.com/blogs-i-read/total-list-

farmblogs
•  via Michele Payn-Knoper- causematters.com/ag-resources/

agvocate-blogs/midwestern-regionagvocate-blogs/


