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Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest Winner Named

Congratulations to Madilynn Mundyt, a student at
Kickapoo Elementary School in Viola.

She wrote an essay titled “Why are bees important to
Wisconsin agriculture?” Her essay was judged at the
county level and then again at the district level and she
is the district winner!

As part of her award, she received a certificate and a few
honey products as well as earning a presentation for her
class about bees!

Thanks to Shelly and Gene Astle who brought a hive
and many photos about beekeeping. The students also
sampled honey.

Madilynn and her teacher, Shari Von
Ruden posed for a photo.

Thank you to everyone in Vernon
County who participated in this year’s
essay contest.

We look forward to even more entries
next year!

Congratulations to Madilynn!

L-R: Shelly Astle, Jacqui Davison, Madilynn Mundt
and Wendy Kannel, Ag in the Classroom coordinator.
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Conservation Farmers of the Year

The Vernon County Farm Bureau wants to
congratulate the Petersheim Family. Ralph and
Sheila Petersheim won the Conservation Farmer
of the Year award for Wisconsin.

Along with Vernon County Land and Water
Conservation Department, they will host a
Conservation Observance Day from 9 a.m. to
2:45 p.m. on Friday, August 14, at their farm
at E5633A Sag City Road in Viroqua.

Event highlights include cover crops, wagon and
dairy tours, trout stream restoration and conser-
vation successes!

Please join

us for this
exciting event
to honor
these great
conservation
farmers!

DATE

Please RSVP to Sarah McDowell at
608.637.5484 or smcdowell@vernoncounty.org.

Lunch will be
provided.

Farm Bureau Offers Noah'’s Ark Discount Tickets

Located on 70 acres in Wisconsin Dells, the
Waterpark Capital of the World, Noah's Ark

is recognized as America's Largest Waterpark
and one of the best places to visit in Wisconsin
Dells.

From Memorial Day weekend through Labor
Day, Noah's Ark is open for a summer of fun.

More than $12 off the price of tickets with the
Farm Bureau discount using the promo code

wibf15.

Make your plans to visit and purchase your
discounted tickets at www.noahsarkwaterpark.

com/wibf.
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Summit School Students Visit the Ofte Farm

On May 15, nearly 300 stu-
dents from Summit School
in LaCrosse visited the Ofte
Farm near Coon Valley.

Throughout the day the stu-
dents participated in many
hands-on stations, heard
from guests who shared their
agriculture or environmental
story and were able to learn
first-hand where their food
% comes from. The students
Board member Rod Ofte talked to learned how actions affect
students about what cows eat in the the environment.

pasture.

Vernon County Farm Bureau
provided some activity bags and
Amazing Corn coloring books for
the students.

Students hiked with Deb Ofte to Students received activity bags
learn about hidden treasures. sponsored by Vernon County

Farm Bureau.

Pasture Walk nghllghts

r

Nearly 50 people
attended a pasture
walk that was co-
sponsored by the
Vernon County Farm
Bureau.

Attendees learned
more about the EQIP
program, getting just
the right pasture lease
and how rotational
grazing can have a Vernon County Farm Bureau participants looked
positive impact on at fencing options and checked out the pasture.
the trout habitat as well as pasture health.

Afterwards the group enjoyed some discussion and conversation over

grass-fed beef sliders.

Thanks to the Ofte
Family for hosting
the event and to the
sponsors including
Wisconsin Meadows,
Fishers and Farmers
Partnership for the
Upper Mississippi
River Basin, Kicka-
poo Grazing Initia-
tive, Vernon County
Wisconsin, The
Pasture Project and
Various speakers addressed the crowd and took Vernon County Farm
questions. Bureau.

Vernon County Farm Bureau: 888.830.2572

Dairy Breakfast Act|V|t|es'

A milk experiment showed
the fat in milk. Chrissy Meyer

Garrison Klinkner brought his
cow Jumpy to share with the

emphasized how bodies need guests at the Vernon County
fat to grow healthy and strong! Dairy Breakfast.
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Signs around the farm helped A wild little farmer tries his hand
educate breakfast goers about at‘milking’ the wooden cow.
the world of dairy.

Vernon County Scholarship Winners
Announced

The Vernon County Farm Bureau awarded
two, $250 scholarships.

;}plad" 'l”

Congratulations to the receipients: Sophia
Peterson of Westby and Allison Haw-
thorne of Viroqua.

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/vernon




District Director Update

when Farm Bureau was created in 1920.

Chris Christenson, former Dean of the College of Agriculture
UW-Madison wrote, “If farm organizations were to disappear
tomorrow, it is certain that within a very short time their praises
would be sung by even those who have never supported them. Like
school and church, farm organizations are an accepted part of our
way of living. We very much take them for granted.”

Dean Christenson further wrote, “Farmers can only be served by
organizations which are made up of farm people, led by farm lead-
ers and run in the interest of farm men and women on the farm
who appreciate that farmers’ interest are best served....”

These wise words were written for a 1946 Farm Bureau membership publication. Almost 70
years later these words couldn’t more be true. While I farm different than my father and he
farmed different that his father, so too, issues affecting agriculture today are different than

What is not different is the need for a farm organization, like your Farm Bureau, addressing

the issues for today’s farmers.

Farm Bureau’s mission: LEAD the farm and rural community through legislative representa-
tion, education, public relations and leadership development.

Women Rooted in Agriculture s, Nicole Adrian

I had the honor of interviewing Clare Heber-
lein.

She and her husband Jason are members of the
Grant County Farm Bureau. She serves on the
women’s committee and Jason serves on the
Grant County Farm Bureau board.

Some other experiences she has are making pies
for the fair food stand, working at the food
stand, baking for the annual baked goods auc-
tion and helping with the Ag Day on Campus
booth.

They also attend a variety of young farmer
events. Her favorite memory is getting together
to make the pies for the food stand. It is quite
an experience to mass produce that many pies!

Clare and her husband along with their daugh-
ters Ella (20 months) and Faith (three months)
run the family farm near Fennimore.

They milk 250 dairy goats as well as have a
herd of 20 meat goats and five dairy goats that
are shown.

Clare also has a home-based business called
Lacey’s Lathers Goat Milk Body products. She
sells soaps, lotions and lip balms made from
goat milk.

Lastly, Clare is a part-time adjunct instructor

for Southwest Wisconsin Technical College

in the farm business production management
area. If she has free time, Clare enjoys judging
county fair goat shows and crocheting.

Clare is a goat superintendent for the Iowa
County Fair, as well as an active member of the
Iowa County Dairy Promotions Committee
and the Mineral Point Farmers Market Com-
mittee.

I asked Clare what her favorite childhood agri-

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation

culture memory was during the summer.

“Baling hay on my parents’ farm,” Clare said.
“My dad and brother still make small squares
without a kicker baler so when summer came
the whole family was involved! I remember
taking lemonade and chocolate chip cookies
out to the guys as a young girl and as I grew
up I began unloading hayracks and eventually
graduated to driving the 4320 with the baler.
Good memories of hot summer days and lots

of hard work!”

The last question I asked Clare is what area of
Farm Bureau would you promote to a potential
member and why?

“I would promote the benefits of a united
agriculture organization promoting all types
and kinds of agriculture and fighting for farm-
ers and family farms when needed,” Clare said.
“I also would inform them of the benefits of
being a Farm Bureau member from the dis-
counts on hotels and equipment to the ability
to promote agriculture on a local level.”

I want to thank Clare for taking time for the
interview.

Please contact me if you want to be featured as a
Women Rooted in Agriculture.

1.800.261.FARM

www.wfbf.com

Our vision: LEAD a growing and dynamic agriculture.

I've been a continuous Farm Bureau member since 1979. I've farmed and lived the highs and
lows of agriculture cycles, but never has there been a time when your membership has greater

value.

With fewer people making their living off the farm and even fewer understanding the complex-
ities of today’s agriculture, it is critical that agriculture has an organization, like Farm Bureau,

representing your interest.

Wisconsin has 61 county organizations made up of a farmer lead board of directors. Each
month they meet to conduct their business and coordinate the activities for their programs
such as Ag in the Classroom, YFA, legislative issues and ‘grass roots’ policy development.

Vernon County has a rich agricultural history. Today we need to be sure that we don’t take our

organization for granted.

I hope you will take time to ask what you can do to keep Vernon County agriculture strong

and progressive.

Richard Gorder
WEBF District 3 Director

Ag in the Classroom Offers Teacher Mini-Grants

Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s Ag in the Class-
room program is offering grants up to $100
to pre-school through high school teachers,
in a public or private school system, to fund
projects that promote agricultural literacy in
the classroom.

Grants can be used for innovative lessons,
activities, resources, presentations, school fairs
and other creative ideas. Projects should focus
on integrating agriculture into a variety of
curriculum areas.

A selection committee will review all fund-
ing requests that are properly completed and
postmarked by the October 15 deadline.

Applications can be downloaded from www.
wisagclassroom.org under the quick links
section.

Four signed copies of the application must be
submitted. Items considered when evaluat-
ing the applications include quality and
uniqueness of the agricultural lesson, activity
or project, integration of agriculture into a

variety of cur-
riculum areas,
alignment with
educational
standards,
assessment
methods used
to evalu-

ate student’s
knowledge and
quality of application.

o

The proposed project must be targeted to
grades pre-K through 12 and should enhance
student knowledge of the contribution made
by agriculture.

Projects that use funds toward an ongo-

ing, sustainable education effort will receive
preference over those that involve a one-time
program.

Proposed projects or events designed to reach
large groups of students will be given prefer-
ence, as will those that involve innovative
approaches to promoting agricultural literacy.

Annual Meeting Date Set

Save the date for the Vernon County Farm
Bureau Annual Meeting at 7 p.m. on
Monday, September 28.

More information coming soon.

DATE

Farmland DVD for $1 0!

Academy
Award’-
winning
filmmaker
James Moll’s
feature-
length
documentary, FARMLAND, is available on
DVD at Walmart and Walmart.com.

This film is a great tool for educating others
about agriculture.

For more information, visit www.FARM-
LANDfilm.com or Facebook by searching
Farmland.

Newsletter subscription of $3 is included in Farm Bureau dues.



There are Benefits to Your Farm Bureau Membership:

Auto Communication Financial

* General Motors Discount * AgriVisor * AgriPlan Medical
Health ¢ The Country Today Reimbursement Program
e ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card Insurance ¢ Farm Bureau Bank

* Stroke Detection Plus * Rural Mutual Insurance Company Protection

Supplies and Products * Farm Bureau Financial Services * $500 Reward Protection
* Case [H Travel Program

* FS-GROWMARK Patronage e AAA * Accidental Death Policy
* Grainger * AVIS Car Rental Discount Program

* Polaris * Choice Hotels International, Inc.

* Office Depot * Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefits-membership.

I hope everyone had a safe planting
season.

I was excited to plant a large garden
with the kids this year. As we were
planting they were telling me how

they can’t wait to eat it straight
from the garden.

I wonder if I will have enough to
freeze or can with them eating all

of the fresh vegetables.

I was glad to see many attend the Women’s Ag Summit. This
was the fifth year and it was very successful.

If you haven't attended, you are missing out on a great net-
working experience. For those of you who have attended and
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have ideas of workshops, please pass them along. We work on
your suggestions on what to have for next year.

Please remember to fill out the July Beef Month and Our Food
Link forms when you hold an event this summer.

If you need help with any event or your county fair, please let
me know and I will be happy to serve ice cream or help tell
people about my agriculture story.

Lastly, the fall workshop will be hosted by Iowa County. It is
still in the works and when I have more information, I will get
it out to you. I will be working with the committee to plan a
fun day of activities.

Hope you enjoy your summer and I look forward to seeing you
at the annual meeting this fall!

Th an k YO u ! By Gretchen Kamps

As graduation season is here, summer will be filled with many
high school graduates writing thank you notes for the gift that
you gave them.

If you gave money, it will probably read something like this:
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Kamps, Thank you very much for the gift
of money. I will put it to good use next year when I go to col-
lege. Thank you also for coming to my party. Sincerely, Jill

Can you relate? I think often times when we thank someone,
we simply tell them thanks and don’t give too much detail as
to why we're thankful.

I do the same thing. I tell Farm Bureau members all the time,
thank you for your membership, but do they know why? Prob-
ably not. So, I'd like to give you a thank you note and I hope
that you will feel my sincerest gratitude because that is what I
have for you, our members.

Dear Vernon County Farm Bureau member,

‘Thank you very much for your recent membership payment. With
the investment that you have made in Vernon County, we are
looking forward to doing great things! Your payment of $50 really
helps our county Farm Bureau do many different things.

To help you better understand the impact that your membership
has, I'd like to give you a little more information related to where
your membership dollars go.

Of the $50, we send $4 to the American Farm Bureau, $36 to
Wisconsin Farm Bureau, $1 pays your premium for the Accidental
Death Benefit coverage, $3 is for this newsletter subscription and

Vernon County Farm Bureau: 888.830.2572

the remaining $6
goes to the Vernon
County Farm

Bureau.

It may not seem
like much money,
but we have 776
members in Ver-
non County, so
that means that we
have $4,656 to use

to promote agriculture in our communities!

You might ask, wow, how do they use all that money? Well, we
buy materials for our ag in the classroom program, sponsor con-
testants to attend the state discussion meet, sponsor pasture walks,
visit elementary classrooms, host a policy development meeting
meal, subsidize the cost of the county annual meeting, host social
events for our YFA members and sponsor our members to attend

Ag Day at the Capitol with legislators.

While this isn’t everything we do, it is a large part. Your member-

ship help makes this all happen.

Thank you again for the contribution you make, the support that
you give and the opportunity for some of us to continue to pro-
mote agriculture and all the good things it has to offer! We hope
you'll continue to support us, and we look forward to seeing you
at a few events throughout the year!

Sincerely,

Gretchen Kamps

608.675.3187
608.689.2633
608.637.7440
608.604.8619
608.606.9182
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District YFA Update

We hope
that you are
having a suc-
cessful grow-
ing season!

Summer is
a busy time
for everyone
especially
those
involved in
the agricul-

tural world.

As the corn and other crops grow and the alfalfa is harvested,
we hope that you take a time to enjoy the beautiful miracles
growing around you.

One of the things to get involved in this summer is your
local fairs, food stands or fundraisers, that help support your
county Farm Bureau and youth programs for the next year.

They are looking for more people to share some of the labor.
What a great way to meet new people and build relationships
by spending a few hours away from the farm or work place!

As we wrap up our summer and prepare for the harvest
season, we hope that you can join us for this year's District
Discussion meet at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 1, at the
Grant County Farm Bureau Building.

We will have a meal for a small cost and then contestants will
compete for a chance to advance to the state competition.
Everyone is welcome. Also, we are looking for contestants.

We always welcome audience members and their feedback
to help prepare for the state contest. Have you been to many
contests? Would you consider being a judge? Please contact
us or District Coordinator Gretchen Kamps and volunteer.
We appreciate your support!

Unfamiliar to the whole discussion meet contest? No prob-
lem. Come check it out and maybe you will be ready to
compete next year. Be sure to ‘Like” the YFA Facebook page
for more details on the Discussion Meet or contact us with
any questions.

Have a safe, happy and healthy growing season!

Derek and Charisse Orth
District 3 YFA Representatives

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/vernon



