
Judy Kasten 
and Marcy 
Bishop went to 
the West Bend 
Food Pantry 
and donated 
$300 worth of nonperishable items purchased from 
Aldi’s on April 24 as an “Our Food Link” project. Th ey 
were very appreciative as usual. Th e food pantry serves 
nearly 600 families per month.
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Washington County Farm Bureau 
Donates to Local Food Pantry

Slinger FFA Food For America 
Host: Sunset Farms, Allenton
Date: Th ursday, May 22

Addison Elementary fourth 
grade students pictured right. 
Teaching stations included 
a petting zoo, machinery, 
dairy cattle, wildlife, horse, 
livestock, dairy products, ice 
cream and a hayride.

Other schools that attended 
were Slinger Elementary, 
Addison Elementary, St. 
Peters and Prince of Peace.

Ten children from Little Lambs preschool in Hartford visited Goeller Family 

Farms on May 22. They got to meet two-week-old turkeys.

For information on farm insurance, contact your 
local Rural Mutual agent.

Dan Borcherding
(262) 338-0686
Bill Dorrance
(262) 297-0444

Rural Mutual Agents in Washington County:

Gina Fritsch
(262) 781-1877
Dan Push
(262) 338-0656

Bill Kriese - District Manager
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Ag Day Farm Tours 
Farmer Ross and Farmer Charlie
April 10 and 11
Elementary schools-fourth grade: Friess Lake, St. 
Boniface, St. Gabriel, Erin, Richfi eld, County Line, 
Amy Belle, Rockfi eld, Rossman, MacArthur
(475 kids)

Cedar Lawn Farm (George, Kathy and Peter Muth)
April 11
Elementary schools-fourth grade: Decorah, Barton, 
Kewaskum, Wayne 
(203 kids)

Dear Farmers,

Th ank you so much. I really appreciate the 
fi eld trip. My favorite part about the fi eld trip 
was when we got to taste the food and milk. It 
was really good. Another thing I enjoyed was 
all the jobs people have that help farmers. Also 
when we got to touch the soybeans, corn and 
wheat. Th at was lots of fun. I also liked the 
big machines like the tractor. Another thing I 
liked was the silos. I thought those were really 
cool how they store all corn and other crops 
and how they reached to about 95 feet! Once 
again, I want to say thank you.

Sincerely,
Maisie

Dear Farmers,

Th ank you for letting us come to the farm 
for free. I appreciated that I got to eat 
crackers and drink milk and sat on the 
hay bales. Th ank you for letting us feel 
the products corn, wheat and soybeans in 
those buckets. I like that Farmer Ross let us 
see the antique tractor. It was awesome. I 
liked seeing the big machines. My favorite 
machine was that 75 foot boom. I liked 
seeing the big square block of salt and it was 
50 pounds. Well thank you for letting us 
come to your farm.

Sincerely,
Lauryn
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YFA Members! Mark your Calendars!
Th ere are great opportunities for YFA members in 
Washington County to participate in district and state 
events. Remember that these activities are available to voting 
members ages 18-35. 

Discussion Meet: Th e District 1 Discussion Meet has been 
set for Tuesday, August 19 at Williams Homestead Farm 
(W289N520 Elmhurst Drive, Waukesha). A farm tour will be 
at 6 p.m. with the Discussion Meet starting at 7 p.m. Snacks 
will be available following the Discussion Meet. Th e 
Discussion Meet is an activity designed to build crucial skills 
in young, active farmers and agriculturalists. By participating, 
members build basic discussion skills, develop a keen 
understanding of important agricultural issues and explore 
how groups can pool knowledge to reach consensus and 

solve problems. Th is year’s topic is: How can young farmers 
and ranchers work to encourage membership growth and 
member engagement for the county, state and national 
Farm Bureau organizations? 

Achievement Award: Th e ideal candidate(s) for the Achieve-
ment Award is an individual or couple involved in production 
agriculture with a majority of their income subject to normal 
production risks. Selection of the winning YFA competitor is 
based on his/her eff orts in production agriculture and 
leadership achievement. Participation in this program with 
individual recognition and the resulting publicity will help 
build the organization. Applications are due July 1, 2014.

Excellence in Agriculture: Th e Farm Bureau Excellence in 
Agriculture Award Program is designed as an opportunity 
for YFA members, while actively contributing and growing 
through their involvement in Farm Bureau and agriculture, to 
earn recognition. Participants will be judged on their involve-
ment in agriculture, leadership ability, involvement and par-
ticipation in Farm Bureau and other organizations (i.e., civic, 
service and community). Th e ideal candidate(s) for the Excel-
lence in Agriculture Award is an individual or couple who 
do not have the majority of their income subject to normal 
production risk. Applications are due July 1, 2014.

If you are a YFA member interested in participating in any 
of these activities, please contact Peter Muth, District 1 YFA 
Representative, at 262.689.2536.

Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest
Washington County fourth and fi fth grade 
classes once again participated in the Wiscon-
sin Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest. We 
had 179 entries from fi ve schools. 

First place –  Ethan Ruhnke, 
St. Frances Cabrini School

Second place –  Henry Danaher, 
St. Frances Cabrini School

Th ird place –  Matthew Rhodes, 
Erin Elementary School

All the participants were awarded a prize and 
St. Frances Cabrini School enjoyed an ice 
cream treat for having the most entries. It was 
great to see the enthusiasm of the contestants 

when we visited their classroom. Our top three winners and their parents are invited to 
read their essays at our Farm Bureau annual meeting October 7. 

Ethan Ruhnke’s winning essay titled 
“Agriculture Is Life”:

When Thomas Jefferson thought about growing 
food, he had to think about food for a nation of 
people. He had to worry about food. “Agriculture 
is king,” is one thing Thomas Jefferson said that 
I believe in. You may not understand, but if you 
think about it, it is the one thing keeping us alive. 
Long ago we were hunters and gathers. In order 
to build cities or simply stay alive we needed to 
find dependable sources of food. We still need 
to grow food because once we build cities our 
population is going to grow. 

Growing and taking care of a garden can be easy, 
but it takes responsibility. Some times it will take 
some hard work and if it does, just remember it 
will pay off. If you want to eat healthier you can 
grow your own food with a garden. If you want 
to share some of the food you could start a com-
munity garden and give food to the poor. It can 
be helpful if there is a shortage of a certain kind 
of fruit or vegetable. With a little know how growing plants can be done almost anywhere. 
The knowledge of agriculture ensures our future. 

Just like Thomas Jefferson, I also believe in the importance of plants. I understand the 
importance of agriculture as food to feed the country and myself. I also know that 
medicines are found in many plants. It is important to know how to grow a plant and it is 
just as important to keep learning about plants.

St. Frances Cabrini winners! Those pic-

tured are Mariann Gundrum, Henry Dana-

her, Ethan Ruhnke and Judy Kasten.

Erin Elementary third place! Those pic-

tured are Mariann Gundrum, Matthew 

Rhodes and Judy Kasten.

Erin Elementary School students. 

President’s Corner
Washington County Farm Bureau members,

After a wet spring I think it’s safe to say that 
summer is here. Even though the days are lon-
ger we still don’t have enough hours in the day 
to fi nish everything on the farm. In between all 
the rain showers Farm Bureau was busy and I 
would like to thank all of you for your dedica-
tion to the Washington County Farm Bureau. 

Again this year, Washington County Farm 
Bureau achieved its membership goal by April 
30, thank you to those who helped in signing 
up new members. By achieving this goal the 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation is giving us 
$1,000. Th at money will be used for scholar-
ships, Ag in the Classroom activities and many 
other activities hosted by Washington County 
Farm Bureau. 

Here in Washington County we can be proud 
of how we educate our students about agricul-
ture. It is very important that education begins 
at a young age and we accomplish this through 
visiting fourth grade classrooms throughout 
Washington County. In addition, some fourth 
grade classes participate in the fourth grade 
farm tour. Education is important and we are 
happy to share our story with anyone!

Our biggest fundraiser of the year is coming 
up! I hope you will join me in the Washing-
ton County Fair Farm Bureau Food Stand July 
22-27. Our success relies heavily on the great 
volunteers who spend countless hours setting 
up, serving customers and cleaning up after a 
busy fair week. If you have never volunteered to 
help in the food stand, we would like to extend 
an invitation to be part of the annual event. A 
few hours of volunteering will get you comple-
mentary fair admission so you can enjoy the fair 
before or after your shift. Th e food stand is a 
great place to meet new people and have fun!

Be proud to be a member of the Washington 
County Farm Bureau, we are a busy organiza-
tion. Th ank you for being a member and I hope 
to see you at the Washington County Fair July 
22-27. 

George Muth
Washington County Farm Bureau President

Upcoming Ag in the 
Classroom Meeting
Fourth Grade Farmer in Th e Classroom/Ag Day 
Farm Tour Meeting will be held the fi rst week 
of September.

Call Ross Bishop at 414.531.8531 and get 
involved for the kids!

Service Center Update
One of the furnaces (there are two) heat 
exchanger needs replacing. Both of them are 
24-years-old and the building committee got 
bids for replacing the one that is bad and a price 
for replacing both at this time. Th e furnaces 
lifetime is 15 to 20 years and we got 25 out of 
the current ones so they lived their life. 

Th e board will make a decision on replacing one 
or both in the month of June.

Antique Tractor Show 
Wisconsin Antique Power Reunion Antique 
Tractor Show is July 19-20 at Ozaukee Pioneer 
Village (County Highway I, north of Highway 
33). Featuring Farmall, the 1st annual Garden 
Tractor Pull is Saturday, July 19 at 1:30 p.m.

Washington County Fair Tractor and Truck Pull 
is Sunday, July 27 at 12 p.m.

Location:
Rob-N-Cin Farms
5545 County Road Y
West Bend, WI 53095

Ages: 8-13
Contact Jacki Roden for a registration packet or 
go online at: www.rodenbarnyard.com

July 16-18
3 Full-Days Camp: 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Roden Barnyard Adventures 
Farm Summer Camp
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Pop Tabs Wanted! Collect for County Fair
Keep saving your 
pop tabs for the 
Ronald McDon-
ald House! Ronald 
McDonald House is 
a “home away from 
home” for families 
of seriously ill or 
injured children. 
Since their doors 
opened in 1984, 
more than 35,000 families have stayed at the Ronald McDon-
ald House in Milwaukee while their children received critical 
medical care. In 2013 alone, they served nearly 1,000 families. 
Th ey have been at full occupancy with 38 guest rooms—often 
with a wait list of anywhere from fi ve to 20 families each day.

At the District 1 Ronald McDonald House event on May 3, 
78.85 pounds of pop tabs were collected. Each district is 

having a competition that goes through December 2014, so 
keep saving your pop tabs. 

Since 2000, little aluminum tabs on the tops of soda cans have 
meant more than $210,000 to the Ronald McDonald House. 
Revenue from recycling these little bits of aluminum helps 
provide a home away from home for families whose seriously 
ill children are undergoing treatment in the Milwaukee area. 

Pop Tab Revenue History for the Ronald McDonald House:
 • 2013 - $29,250
 • 2012 - $26,200
 • 2011 - $24,506
 • 2010 - $26,171
 • 2009 - $14,845
 
Let’s help make a diff erence and save your pop tabs! Any pop 
tabs that you have can be given to any member of the Wash-
ington County Farm Bureau board.

District 1 and County Policy 
Development Meetings Set
District 1 Policy Development Meeting
Th ursday, August 7 at 7 p.m. at Th e Machine Shed 
(N14W24145 Tower Place, Pewaukee, WI 53072).
Call Patti Roden to RSVP and receive fi nal details at 
262.689.1838.

Washington County Policy Development Meeting
Th ursday, August 14 at the Farm Bureau Offi  ce in West Bend
7:30 p.m. Meeting, 8 p.m. food will be provided
If you have any questions or suggested resolutions please call 
Ken Falk at 262.224.9782.

Nominations Needed for October
Th e nominating committee is seeking individuals interested 
in serving a three-year term on the Washington County Farm 
Bureau board of directors. Board meetings are held on the 
fourth Th ursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. 

If you are interested, please contact nominating committee 
chair Matt Dwyer at 262.339.9844.

County Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, October 7 at Th e 
Columbian in West Bend.
6 p.m. Registration/Cash Bar
7 p.m. Dinner, Business Meeting 
to follow.

Congratulations Scholarship Winners
Congratulations to this 
year’s Washington County 
Farm Bureau scholarship 
recipients: Mark Schaefer, 
Katherine Etta, John Falk, 
Kevin Etta and Tyler 
Hetebrueg. A small awards 
presentation will be on Saturday, July 26 at 9 a.m. at the 
Washington County Fair.

Fair Food Stand Volunteers Needed
Please make the call and volunteer in the Farm Bureau food 
stand at the Washington County Fair, bring a friend along too! 
All volunteers receive a free entrance pass to the fair. Besides 
working a four hour shift, you can also enjoy the fair and 
watch a concert in the evening. Furthermore, before or after 
your shift you can enjoy a FREE meal at the food stand. If you 

would like to volunteer call Mariann 
Gundrum at 262.483.5114 and sign up 
for your preferred shift.

Watch your mailbox in early July. 
Worker letters to be sent out.

Tuesday, July 22  
4:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. - Cleanup

Wednesday, July 23
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
4:45 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.-Cleanup

Th ursday, July 24
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
4:45 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.-Cleanup

Friday, July 25
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
1:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 
4:45 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
8:00 p.m.-Cleanup

Saturday, July 26
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
4:45 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.-Cleanup

Sunday, July 27
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
4:45 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Cleanup crew needed at 6:30 p.m.

2013-2014 Ag in the Classroom By Barbara Kluever

In January 2013, a letter was 
distributed to many of the 
kindergarten through fourth 
grade teachers in the Washing-
ton County schools to inform 
teachers on the available pro-
grams presented by the Wash-
ington County Agricultural 

Ambassador. While distributing the letters, I met with many of 
the school principals to get the support of the programs. A list-
ing of the donated books from the Washington County Farm 
Bureau Women’s program was included for teacher reference.

In the past school year I have logged in 1,002 miles and 
125.25 hours visiting 1,992 students and teachers, teaching 
them the importance of Wisconsin agriculture.

o  “More Cheese, Please” was the popular program allowing 
425 fourth grade students to tempt their taste buds with a 
variety of Wisconsin cheeses from six types or categories. 
Th e title of Cheeseheads takes on a whole new meaning.

o  “Discover Wisconsin Agriculture” empowered 255 fourth 
grade students with production facts and fi gures of more 
than 35 Wisconsin commodities.

o  “I Scream, You Scream” is the hands-on way to learn coop-
eration and hard work. Th e end result for 273 students was 
learning about the science of Wisconsin’s dairy products and 
then sampling fresh Wisconsin ice cream.

o  “Flavors of the Food Pyramid” allowed 200 second grade 
students to learn the importance of healthy snack choices. 
With a larger portion of calories coming from daily snacking, 
making healthy choices was a message taken home. Yogurt 
parfaits were built and sampled using a base of fresh 
Wisconsin yogurt, fruit and granola. 

o  “Make Mine Milk” gave 157 fi rst grade students the farm 
tour with Annabelle. Th e book “Mooing, Milking, Munch-
ing—Wisconsin’s Dairy Tale” was read to students, and each 
student took home their own copy to fi nish reading on their 
own.

o  “Something Eggstra Special” eggsited 346 kindergartners 
about oviparous animals. 

o  “Experiencing Washington County Agriculture” was 
hauled and set up for 206 kindergartners. Th ey utilized all of 
their senses to learn about farming in Washington County.

o  “Cows, Cows, Cows” allowed 130 pre-school (4K) children 
extra time to learn through their senses everything they 
needed to know about cows. Sampling the fresh butter made 
by the class got rave reviews by all.


