
Washington County 
Dairy Promotion 
Committee is once 
again sponsoring the 
30th annual Breakfast 
on the Farm on
Saturday, June 10. 
This year’s event will 
be at the Golden ‘E’ 
Dairy Farm located 
at 1140 Shalom 
Drive in West Bend.

The farm is owned and operated by the Elbe family. Family 
members are: Chris and Tracey along with their children: 
Ryan, Kimberly, Matthew and Kyle. The Elbe family has 
been farming since 1991. Today, the Elbe family milks 
approximately 2,200 cows and grows crops on approxi-
mately 3,500 acres.

Breakfast will be served 6:30 to 11:30 a.m. rain or shine. 
Advance ticket prices are: $6 each. Tickets at the door are: 
$7 each. Children three and younger are free. Tickets are 
available at business locations throughout the county.

The menu will consist of all you can eat pancakes plus a 
serving of scrambled eggs with ham, sausage, cheese, apple-
sauce, milk and coffee. Chocolate or strawberry ice cream 
sundaes or root beer floats will be available for $1 each. 
Activities include: barn tours, Roden Barnyard Adventures, 
pedal tractor pull, antique tractors and much more.

Directions: from West Bend to take Highway 144 North to 
Highway A. Go east on Highway A to Orchard Valley Road. 
Go north on Orchard Valley Road approximately one mile 
to the farm.

For more information, visit
www.breakfastonthefarmwashingtoncounty.com.
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Slinger Students Attend FFA Farm Forum

Pictured (from left): Slinger High School Student John Ebert, Hartford 
High School Students Jordan Gehring and Brandon Strupp. 

Nearly 200 high school students attended the Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau’s FFA Farm Forum in Wisconsin Rapids on February 17-18.

Washington County Farm Bureau sponsors students interested in 
attending.

Dear Farm Bureau,

Thank you very much for sponsoring and allowing me to 

attend the FFA Farm Forum. I had a great experience and 

learned a lot. I made new friends and had fun.

Thank you,

Jordan Gehring

Thank you!

Ken Falk, Peter Muth and Allen Dornacker judged the district 
FFA contest held at the Slinger High School on February 8.

Breakfast on the Farm Scheduled for June 10 at Golden E Dairy Farm

We Reached Our Goal!
With the efforts of several volunteers, we reached our goal of 
30 new voting members by March 31. Our county will receive 
$1,000 for achieving this goal. I want to thank everybody who 
put their time and efforts into making our membership drive 
a success. Volunteers include Ken Falk, Scott Schreffler, Mark 
Schaefer, Jesse Weber, Allen Dornacker, Ross Bishop and Mike 
Strupp. Your help is greatly appreciated.

Mike Strupp, membership chair

RURAL MUTUAL AGENTS IN WASHINGTON COUNTY
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Ag Day at the Capitol was held on March 8. Members from our 
county were well represented. Attendees were: Ken Falk, Peter 
Muth, Ross and Marcy Bishop, Mike Strupp, Ken Ramthun, Ralph 
Dornacker, Carl Wolf, Bob Hartwig and Pete Sorce.

Lunch was served at the Monona Terrace followed by guest speaker 
Governor Scott Walker.

Highlights of the Governor’s speech were: lowest unemployment 
since 2001; property and income taxes were the lowest since 2010; 
there will be no state tax on your property tax bill in 2017. Budget 
highlights included more than $52 million spent on broad band 
connection improvements and putting more money on highway 
maintenance in the state along with the townships at a cost of $24 
billion over the next eight years.

Other comments from legislative representatives from Governor 
Walkers budget proposals included: Wisconsin has the second worst 
roads in the country; don’t tap into the chemical cleanup fund, leave 
the $5 million alone; increase funds for DATCAP to allow for more 
cost sharing available to farmers from $2.5 million to $3.3 million.

At the Capitol, we met with Representatives Jesse Kremer and
Robert Brooks. Representative Kremer stated he will introduce a bill 
to legalize planting, harvesting and marketing of hemp on March 
10. The importance of this bill is to utilize the cannabidiols, which 
are produced from hemp. The products made from this are: cosmet-
ics, oils, wood preservatives and many other building products. This 
is becoming a growing industry. Representative Kremer has a lot of 
support with this bill.

Representative Brooks’ comments included: There are a lot of things 
up in the air and the process has just started to tackle the Governor’s 
proposed budget. The consensus on the transportation bill is much 
divided. When you look at the whole picture, it is going to be
interesting on what the Trump administration does.

Representatives Kremer and Brooks mentioned a lot of bills get 
passed based on the knowledge that the representatives have about 
the issue. That’s why it is important to contact your representa-
tives about issues and inform them why you should vote on what is 
most practical. We should share as much knowledge as you can with 
them.

Once again it was a very informative event. This event is open to 
any Washington County Farm Bureau member and there is no cost 
to the Farm Bureau member.
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Washington County Farm Bureau Members Attend Ag Day at the Capitol
By Mike Strupp

Members from Washington, Ozaukee, Sheboygan and Calumet counties 
met with their legislators at the Capitol. 

Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest Winners Announced
The 2017 Ag in the Classroom essay topic was
‘Cranberry Production in Wisconsin during one of the 
four seasons.’

We had 110 students from five schools participate. 
Many topics were covered – protecting cranberries 
from frost, cranberry harvest, how cranberry
production first started, uses of cranberries, etc.

Our first place winner: Matthew Zagar (homeschool); 
second place: Alayna Cypher (Allenton Elementary); 
and third place: 
Sarah Rothenhoefer 
(Allenton
Elementary).

Our winners will 
each get a classroom 
presentation in May.

Matthew Zagar’s winning essay

How Cranberry Vines Survive the Winter Months
In late fall flower buds on cranberry vines transition into a dormant 
state for the up-coming winter. Although this may sound like decent
protection from the whipping winds and freezing temperatures, the 
vines can still freeze and die. To solve this problem, farmers flood the 
beds of cranberry vines in late December and the water, which quickly 
freezes, shields the vines from the harsh weather. While the vines are 
hidden under their frozen barrier, farmers drive drum trucks onto the 
solid beds depositing a layer of sand one half to 1 inch thick. When the 
ice melts the sand will sink to the bottom and help rejuvenate the vines. 
This is done for two to three years on new beds then supplied as needed. 
The vines’ dormancy ends once it has been exposed to 32-45 degree 
Fahrenheit temperatures for many hours, but frost remains a constant 
threat to the vulnerable vines. To solve this problem farmers erect
sprinkler systems to cover the vines in a light, even mist, when
temperatures dip below 32 degrees. The freezing of the water keeps the 
vines alive because when water freezes it gives off heat. Protection from 
winter’s harsh weather is vital to cranberry vines survival!
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The District 1 Policy Development meeting 
is scheduled for Thursday, July 6.
Details:
6:15 p.m. - Social
6:30 p.m. - Buffet dinner
7-9 p.m. - Policy Development Meeting
Location:
The Machine Shed (N14 W24145 Tower Place, Pewaukee)

For more information, please contact Patti Roden at
proden@wfbf.com.

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation Newsletter subscription of $3 is included in Farm Bureau dues.www.wfbf.com1.800.261.FARM

National Ag Week Celebrated March 19-25 
Ag Day is about recognizing - and celebrating - the contribution 
of agriculture in our everyday lives. The National Ag Day program 
encourages every American to:

• Understand how food and fiber products are produced.
•  Value the essential role of agriculture in maintaining a strong 

economy.
•  Appreciate the role agriculture plays in providing safe, abundant and 

affordable products.

Promotion and Education committee members delivered a tri-fold 
display, a 2017 National Ag Day poster, coloring sheets and coloring 
books, 2016 Wisconsin agriculture facts brochures and ‘Ag Mags’ to 
each of our county’s five public libraries.

The display helped represent the hard-working Washington County 
farmers and bring awareness to the importance of agriculture. We 
also donated “Who Grew My Soup?” which was read on March 21, 
National Ag Day.

Farm Tours Kick Off Spring on April 6 and 7
Friess Lake, Morning Star, St. 
Boniface, St. Gabriel, Erin, Amy 
Belle, Richfield, Rockfield,
Jackson, Rossman and
MacArthur schools sent over 550 
excited fourth grade students on a 
field trip to the country to experi-
ence and learn more about
Washington County agriculture.

Tour sites included Ross Bishop’s 
beef and cash crop farm and 
Charlie Jones’ dairy farm.
Stations included: cattle care, 
machinery, silo feed room, no-till 
and conservation, milk house, 
calf care, freestall barn and dairy 
nutrition. Also joining us this 
year were 33 homeschoolers and 
their parents wanting to learn 
more about two local farms and
Washington County agriculture.

Tours also were held on April 20 
and 21 at Bob Falk’s dairy farm 
for Decorah, Farmington, Holy
Trinity, St. John’s-West Bend,
St. John’s-Newburg, St. Lucas, 
Green Tree and Kewaskum 
schools.

Priceless Hands-On Ag Education
Farm Bureau again helped sponsor Washington County’s 
Agricultural Ambassador Barb Kluever during the 2015-16 
school year as she took her 4K thru fourth grade programs 
into our county’s schools. Supplies were purchased for 
experiences provided as hands-on opportunities for the 
students.
•  “More Cheese Please” allowed 385 fourth grade students 

to tempt their taste buds with a variety of Wisconsin 
cheese from six types or categories.

•  “Discover Wisconsin Agriculture” empowered 100 fourth 
grade students with production facts and figures of over 
35 Wisconsin commodities.

•  “I Scream, You Scream” resulted in 197 students learning 
about the science of Wisconsin dairy products and con-
suming fresh Wisconsin ice cream.

•  “Flavors of My Plate” allowed 101 second grade stu-
dents to learn about the importance of healthy snacking 
choices.

•  “Make Mine Milk” gave 184 first grade students a chance 
to hear “Mooing, Milking, Munching: Wisconsin’s Dairy 
Tale.”

•  “Something Eggstra Special” excited 208 kindergarten 
students about oviparous animals.

•  “Experiencing Washington County Agriculture” was 
taught to 203 kindergarten students allowing them to 
use their senses to learn about farming.

•  “Cows, Cows, Cows” had 190 4K students learning 
through their senses everything they needed to know 
about cows. Fresh butter was made and sampled in class.

Farmers ‘Feed’ West Bend and Slinger Food Pantries 
On February 27, Washington County Farm Bureau made 
their annual food donation to two local food pantries in 
honor of ‘Our Food Link.’ $300 worth of groceries were 
delivered to the West Bend Food Pantry. They are cur-
rently serving 500 plus families each month. They said the 
number is down from two years ago, which is a good sign. 
$100 worth of groceries were also delivered to the Slinger 
Food Pantry. Slinger serves 200 to 250 families each 
month. They shared that once school is out there will be a 
need for easy to fix items that kids can make on their own.

Thank you farmers for producing an abundant, safe and 
inexpensive food supply not only for your neighbors here 
in the U.S., but also around the world. 

Discussion Meet Date Set
The Discussion 
Meet gives young 
members a chance 
to demonstrate 
their speaking skills 
on agricultural-
related topics. Con-
testants are judged 
on their problem-solving skills as they discuss timely topics 
with their colleagues.

Date: Tuesday, August 15.
Time:  Farm Tour at 6:30 p.m., Discussion Meet at
          7:30 p.m., cookout to follow.
Location:  Cozy Nook Farm, S11 W30780 Summit 

Avenue, Waukesha.
Topic:  Formation of family farm corporations is common 

practice. How can Farm Bureau work to ensure 
that the public’s positive perception of the family 
farm is not lost?

If you are interested in participating or attending this fun 
event, please contact Charlie Oberhaus at 262.337.2448 
or Patti Roden at proden@wfbf.com or 262.689.1838.

District 1 Policy Development Meeting

(from left): Michael Plavec and Bob Kaufmann, West Bend 
Food Pantry; Marcy Bishop and Melanie Gierach, Washington 
County Farm Bureau.

District Spring Fling A Success
The 10th annual District 1 YFA Spring Fling was held on 
March 18 at the Columbian in West Bend. Over 350 
attendees enjoyed listening to music by FM Rodeo.

Throughout the years, the Spring Fling has covered the 
costs and the YFA used the profit to have educational or 
networking events. This year members wanted to give 
back in a different way.

Many of the attendees are from the agriculture commu-
nity, and those in agriculture always help their neighbors. 
As we heard devastating news about the wildfires in Texas, 
Oklahoma and Kansas, we wanted to help. The worst of 
the wildfires were in Kansas, so the planning committee 
decided to raise money for the Kansas Farm Bureau.

They used cowboy boots and a cowboy hat to collect 
donations. In total $300 was donated. The planning 
committee decided to donate $750 to the Kansas Farm 
Bureau, spending the profits from the year.

Mark your calendars for the 11th annual District 1 YFA 
Spring Fling, March 24, 2018, at the Columbian in West 
Bend.



Over the course 
of two weeks in 
March, nine Wash-
ington County 
farmers touched 
the lives of over 
900 students while 
giving 26 presenta-
tions at 19 schools 
around the county.

A huge thank you 
goes out to Ross Bishop, Charlie Jones, Mike Strupp, Helmut 
Wagner, Garrett Goeller, Melanie
Gierach, Mark Schaefer, Jr., Kim Elbe and Brittany Falk for 
taking the time to educate our fourth grade students.

Here are a few thoughts from the fourth grade students at 
Morning Star:
Collin: Cows have four stomachs.
Isaiah: Technology has made farming much easier.
Zachary: Ethanol from corn is in gasoline.
Acacia:  I learned how we progressed from the sickle to the 

combine.
Eliza:  I learned how cows eat pills that are as long as your 

finger.
Roman:  A combine has all different headers for cutting down 

different crops.
Carson:  All the cows get a tag on them so they know which 

one is which.
Evie:  We learned that farming has been a big industry for a 

long time.
Marissa:  You feed baby cows with bottles.
Laura: Cows' tongues are as rough as sandpaper.
Ellie:  I learned that there are machines that automatically pull 

away from the cow when they are done being milked.

Friess Lake students remembered:
• They are dairy farmers.
• There is a thing to cut wheat.

•  There are two differ-
ent types of farms: a 
dairy farm and a beef 
farm.

•  The farmers can have 
ancestors that used 
to farm there too.

•  When they tag the 
cows, it doesn't hurt.

• They used to cut wheat by hand.

From Farmington Elementary:
Grace says a cow is pregnant for nine months and can have 
four to five babies in its lifetime.
Hailey says each cow has numbers instead of names, and the 
numbers give information about that cow.
Lyvia says a cow can live between eight and 10 years.

Jackson Elementary students remembered:
•  They go from hand harvesting to machine powered harvest-

ing. 
• You have to clean the utters before milking the cow.
• They use cow poop for fertilizer.
• Women drove machines while men were at war.
• The ship can hold a million bushels.

Decorah Elementary students concluded:
Farming is hard work. Farmers must be well-educated to make 
good decisions.

Thank you to the nine Lunch-2-Go volunteers for prepar-
ing fruit, vegetables, sandwiches, snacks, milk and other items 
to provide families with a healthy brown bag lunch during 
the week. This 
program helps 
eliminate both 
the worry and the 
cost of a lunch 
for families stay-
ing at the Ronald 
McDonald House 
while their kids 
receive treatment 
at Children’s
Hospital.
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Members at Ag Women’s Summit

Members from Washington County Farm Bureau attended the Ag 
Women’s Summit on March 10-11 in Madison. They networked 
with other women throughout the state while learning. Those who 
attended are pictured (from left): Marcy Bishop, Melanie Gierach 
and Kristin Jones. 

Bring Your Pop Tabs To The Fair
Since 2000, recycling little aluminum tabs from the tops 
of soda cans has generated over $300,000 for the Ronald 
McDonald House.

Revenue from recycling these 
little bits of aluminum helps 
keep families close to their 
children who are undergoing 
medical treatment in the
Milwaukee area.

Tabs may be dropped off at 
the Farm Bureau food stand 
on July 25-30 during the 
Washington County Fair.

February ‘Our Food Link’ Project Sponsors Ronald McDonald House

(from left) Stephanie Egner, Tim Hardy, Noah Hardy, Sherry Miller 
and Marcy Bishop. Not pictured: Ross Bishop, Jen Hardy, Allyson 
Hardy and Sam Hardy.

So Fourth Grade Students ... What Did You Learn From A Farmer?

Kim Elbe and Mark Schaefer 

Mike Strupp and Helmut Wagner

Ross Bishop

Helmut Wagner Mike Strupp 

Mark Your Calendar 
Mark your calendar for 
the Washington County 
Fair, July 25-30.

We will be looking for 
volunteers for this year’s 
fair. More details to follow.


