
The 2017 Ag Women’s Summit was a success 
March 10-11 in Madison.

Friday started with an inspiring presentation 
from speaker and author Jane Jenkins Herlong.

On Friday afternoon and Saturday morning 
there were so many awesome breakout sessions 
it was hard to choose which one to attend.

The breakout sessions ranged in topics from 
sustainability, employee management and shar-
ing your farm story. There was something for all 
ages at the summit.

After an enjoyable social hour and dinner on 
Friday evening, we listened to Tony Rocker as 
we tried our luck at casino night. The night 
didn’t come to an end without an ice cream bar 
for all to enjoy.

The summit came to a close on Saturday with 
brunch and another chance to hear Jane Jenkins 
Herlong. I had a great time at the summit and 
look forward to 2018. If anyone is interested in 
attending in the future, let me know.
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Wisconsin Ag Women’s Summit Is a Success By Judy Porter

Waukesha County members who attended the Ag 
Women’s Summit included: (from left) Sue
Runyard, Judy Porter and Beth Wissner.

Oconomowoc Students Attend FFA Farm Forum

Pictured: (from left) Oconomowoc FFA 
members Matthew Griebow, Garrett 
Deneen (sponsored by Waukesha County 
Farm Bureau), Tia Gunderson and Bianca 
Bavuso. 

Nearly 200 high school students attended the 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s FFA Farm Forum in 
Wisconsin Rapids on February 17-18. Waukesha 
County Farm Bureau sponsored one student from 
Oconomowoc High School.

“The Wisconsin Farm Bureau is proud to host 
this annual event with the FFA to help grow the 
next crop of agricultural leaders in Wisconsin,” 
said Jim Holte, Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federa-
tion President.

During the forum, FFA members attend work-
shops that cover various topics regarding
agriculture.

Discussion Meet Scheduled in August
The Discussion Meet gives young members a chance to demonstrate 
their speaking skills on agricultural-related topics. Contestants are 
judged on their problem-solving skills as they discuss timely topics with 
their colleagues.

Date: Tuesday, August 15
Time:  6:30 p.m. - Farm Tour, 7:30 p.m. - Discussion Meet, cookout to follow
Location: Cozy Nook Farm, S11 W30780 Summit Avenue, Waukesha
Topic:  Formation of family farm corporations is common practice. How can Farm Bureau 

work to ensure that the public’s positive perception of the family farm is not lost?

If you are interested in participating or attending this fun event, please contact Charlie 
Oberhaus at 262.337.2448 or Patti Roden at 262.689.1838 or proden@wfbf.com.

District 1 Policy Development Meeting Set for July
The District 1 Policy Development 
meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, July 6.

6:15 p.m. - Social
6:30 p.m. - Buffet dinner
7-9 p.m. -  Policy Development 

Meeting

The Machine Shed
N14 W24145 Tower Place
Pewaukee

For more information about the 
policy development meeting, please 
contact Patti Roden at
proden@wfbf.com.

For information on crop hail insurance, 
contact your local Rural Mutual agent.

Carl Thomfohrda 
(715) 485-3010

Rural Mutual Agents in Polk County:

Ken Truax - District Manager 
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Farm Bureau Members Advocate for Agriculture at Ag Day at the Capitol
The annual Ag Day at the Capitol was held on March 8. Lunch was 
served at the Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center 
followed by guest speaker Governor Scott Walker. Governor Walker 
spoke on the importance of agriculture in Wisconsin and his 2017-
2019 biennial budget proposals and how they will benefit rural 
Wisconsin.

After being briefed on topics affecting Wisconsin farmers,
Waukesha County members walked to the Capitol to meet with 
legislators. There was a lot of discussion on the funding for highway 
maintenance and regulations for high capacity wells. We asked our 
legislators to ...
• Support the high capacity well bill.
•  Support transportation and explain more rural road and bridge 

funding is needed. 
• Co-sponsor the industrial hemp bill.
• Support the bill for rural broadband.
• Co-sponsor the farmer student loan assistance program. 

Members from Waukesha County Farm Bureau had great discus-
sion with their legislators and hope that more members can join Ag 
Day at the Capitol in 2018. 

Save the Date
Ag Day at the Capitol: January 24, 2018

Waukesha County members: front row (from left) Lloyd Williams, Alan 
Runyard and Ken Rosenow; back row (from left) Tom Oberhaus, Ryan 
Brueggemann, Sam Dempsey and Dave Swan.

Essay Contest Winner Announced
By Carol Bartholomew, Essay Coordinator

This year, Waukesha County Farm Bureau received some very 
good essays and thank you to all of the students who participated.

After judging, we determined that the first place winner is a 
fourth grade student Jayanth Suthan from Riverside Elementary 
School in Menomonee Falls. He had an excellent essay, which he 
wrote at home and included every step about cranberries, which 
was the topic this year. He will receive $25 from our County 
Farm Bureau, which we plan to present in person.

The second place winner is Isabella Catalano from Merton
Community School District. She also did a great job and received 
a prize of $15 from our County Farm Bureau.

Congratulations to them both!

Scholarship Applications Due June 30
Students pursuing higher education in the fall of 2017 are eligible to 
apply for the Waukesha County Farm Bureau scholarships. As they 
have done in the past, the county Farm Bureau will award up to six 
$500 scholarships for deserving college and technical school students. 
Applicants must fill out an application, and submit it with supporting 
documentation by June 30. This deadline will not be extended. We 
look forward to receiving many applications again this year.

If you have any questions, contact scholarship committee chair Ken 
Rosenow at ken@cedarhomefarms.com or 920.474.7128. Each year 
this program is becoming more and more 
popular, so be sure to submit your applications 
on time.

Applications are available at: 
wfbf.com/county-farm-bureaus/waukesha.

Ag in the Classroom Volunteers Teach the Importance of Agriculture By John Meissner

As an Ag in the Classroom volunteer, I gave a pre-
sentation to 26 fourth grade students at Christian 
Education Leadership Academy, Inc., in Pewaukee.

This program was started over 30 years ago to tell 
the story of agriculture and the importance it plays 
in the state of Wisconsin. It is presented to hun-
dreds of students in many schools both public and 
private every year in Waukesha County.
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The 10th annual District 1 YFA Spring 
Fling was held on March 18 at The Colum-
bian in West Bend. Over 350 attendees 
enjoyed listening to music by FM Rodeo.

Throughout the years, the Spring Fling 
has always covered their costs and used 
their profit to host other educational or 
networking events throughout the district. 
This year members wanted to give back in a 
different way. 

Many of the attendees are from the agricul-
ture community, and those in agriculture 
always help their neighbors out. As we 
were hearing more devastating news about 
the wildfires hitting Texas, Oklahoma, 
Colorado and Kansas, we wanted to help. 
The worst of the wildfires were in Kansas, 
so the committee did some research and 
determined they would raise money for the 
Kansas Farm Bureau. 

“The farming community has a history 
of sticking together and supporting on 
another in times of need,” said Jefferson 
County YFA chair Lindsay Knoebel. “A 
lot of the farmers and ranchers affected by 
the fires may not ask for help, but I know 
for a fact that if the tables were turned, 
they would do everything they could to 
help us in Wisconsin. So, we did what was 
right and gave the Kansas Farm Bureau our 
Spring Fling profits. We didn't do it for the 
publicity it would bring our event, we did 
it because it was the right thing to do."
Throughout the evening, members walked 
around and collected donations from the 
crowd. Ozaukee County YFA co-chair Bob 
Nash walked around the crowd asking for 
donations carrying a cowboy boot. Bob 
mentioned that he “was not expecting 
much to be collected, but everyone kept 
throwing $10s or $20s in the boot. It was 
so neat to see how many people care about 
the agriculture community.”

They used cowboy boots and a cowboy hat 
to collect donations. In total, they got over 

$300 donated. The planning committee 
has decided to donate a total of $750 to the 
Kansas Farm Bureau, spending their profits 
from the year. 

Bob Nash states that “it was just the right 
thing to do. I have driven through Kansas 
and Texas a lot. Knowing what the land-
scape looked like and seeing pictures now 
is heart breaking. They lost everything so 
I wanted to do anything I could to help 
out, and the Spring Fling was the perfect 
opportunity.”

Dave Daniels, WFBF District 1 Board of 
Director, is “proud of the District 1 YFA 
members who had a dream to start the 
Spring Fling 10 years ago, and who have 
now taken it to a whole new level collecting 
donations and giving their profits to those 
in need.”

Although our donation may be small, we 
are happy that we can help the Kansas 
Farm Bureau out in time of need. We know 
that others would do the same for us. 

Mark your calendars for the 11th annual 
District 1 YFA Spring Fling – March 24, 
2018, at The Columbian in West Bend. 

We hope to see more participants enjoy 
a night of music, dancing and socializing 
with other District 1 YFA members.

District Spring Fling A Success! 

Waukesha County members attended the 
Spring Fling for a night of fun. Attendees 
included: (from left) Charlie Oberhaus, Amie 
Simac, Hillery and Ryan Brueggemann. 

Wisconsin State Fair Volunteers Wanted
Farm Bureau has signed up to help at the Wisconsin State Fair House of 
Moo on Saturday, August 12. Volunteers are wanted from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and 2 to 8 p.m. Volunteers receive a fair admission ticket, House of 
Moo t-shirt, free sandwich coupon for the Real Wisconsin Cheese Grill 
and water.

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Patti Roden at 
proden@wfbf.com.

Experiences Gained By Sean Beres, WFBF Leadership Institute Class

Words could never explain how much the WFBF Leadership 
Institute has taught me. From the first books that we were 
assigned to read, I began to grow into a stronger and more 
self-aware person. In class, I work to strengthen leadership 
skills along with how I interact with my peers.

I personally have had a true awakening with the Institute. I 
realize more than ever how important it is to share my story 
about how I became involved in farming. Not only the work-
ing aspect of farming, but also the lifestyle.

Not growing up on a farm, I met my wife of 10 years while 
doing a remodeling project. Little did I know that this rela-
tionship would spark a newfound passion in my life. I now 
spend every free moment I have on the farm. I help plant and 
harvest our crops, care for livestock and maintain the farm 
that someday my children will call home. That will make 
them the sixth generation on the same farmland.

Although my story may seem surreal to some on how I want 
to farm, but that is all I want to do. Not just a career, but also 
as a lifestyle.

In class, we have learned to look more closely at how we 
interact with people and how our actions reflect not only 
ourselves, but also how our actions reflect on how farmers are 
seen to the public. Public interaction is key to keeping our 
stories heard. In recent times, we have heard about problems 
farmers face such as the Grassland Dairy situation. It’s hard to 
watch friends and family suffer a crisis like that. But through 
commitments or organizations like Farm Bureau, our fellow 
farmers were able to find homes for their milk.

It takes strong leaders to forge a new path in these difficult 
times that we are facing. The Institute will not only help you 
grow as a person, but it will help encourage you to step up to 
a leadership role. It doesn’t matter what role you choose. Just 

take it to heart and follow your passion and share your story. 
Encourage others to do the same and share your story and 
listen to theirs.

Applications for the next WFBF Leadership Institute class are 
now available and are due on August 15.

Students Thank Ag in the Classroom Volunteers
The Bartholomew 
family visited 
Section School to 
teach the students 
about agriculture.

The students shared what they 
learned in thank you notes.

“Thank you for coming to Section School 
and teaching us about your farm, I really 
enjoyed it. Some things I learned from you 
when you came are that 10 pounds of milk 
go into 1 pound of cheese. Another thing I 
learned from your presentation is there are 
many different types of cows that produce 
milk. The cows I found the most interesting 
were the Guernsey and Holstein. Two things 
that I liked about your presentation were 
when you were telling us about all the types 
of cows, and when you were telling us that the 
cows like grain more than hay, so you mix the 
two together so that they get a good nutrition. 
Thank you, I learned a lot about your farm.”

“Your presentation was filled with so much information I did not 

know about farming. I learned that most farmers do not use silos 

anymore because it takes a lot of work to get the stuff in it, instead 

they use silo bags. I really liked your presentation because when 

you were asking us questions you would throw us little key chains 

if we would get the answer correct. That made it fun for me. I also 

liked how you showed us pictures of what you do in all the seasons, 

it taught me about harvest and planting the seeds. Your presenta-

tion taught me a lot about a farmer’s life.”

“Thanks for coming to our school for your lovely 
presentation about your farm, I really appreciate 
it. I learned that when cows are sick, you need to 
give them this gigantic Pepto Bismol and if they 
accidentally eat metal, such as a nail, you need to 
put a magnet in their stomach so they don’t digest 
it. Also I learned that you need to keep the baby 
calves separate so they don’t get sick from each 
other. Some things I learned that surprised me 
were that a baby calf weighs about 100 pounds. 
when born and that cows drink a bathtub full 
of water each day! Thank you for coming to our 
school!”

“I enjoyed learning about cows and their 
daily life. One thing I learned is that 
being a farmer is very dangerous and 
hard to do. I liked all the pictures in your 
presentation, especially of the mechani-
cal machine that milks cows. Your presen-
tation fit in well with our fourth grade 
learning because we’re learning all about 
Wisconsin and a couple months ago a girl 
shared a presentation about our state’s 
main foods and our dairy products. I love 
learning more and more about our won-
derful state, Wisconsin. Thank you again 
for coming in and taking time to teach us, 
I enjoyed it so much. Oh and thank you for 
the magazine and the little colorful cows.”



Teachers and volunteers are encour-
aged to spend July 18-19 on the Ag 
in the Classroom summer bus tour.

This year, the tour will be in Jeffer-
son County visiting agri-businesses, 

museums, farms and other venues. The bus tour allows par-
ticipants to learn more about Wisconsin agriculture, career 
opportunities and educational lessons and resources about the 
industry.

Some of the venues include Jones Dairy Farm, Hoards 
Historical Museum, McKay Nursery, Berres Brothers, Jelli’s 
Market and Mid-State Equipment. The tour will start early 
on Tuesday morning in Johnson Creek and
will end on Wednesday afternoon.

Teachers of all grade 
levels and subjects, 
home school parents, 
extension staff, non-
traditional educators 
and volunteers are 
welcome.

For the schedule and 
registration, visit
wisagclassroom.org 
and click the teacher 
tab.
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Ag in the Classroom Bus Tour Set

Attention Teachers:

Waukesha County Farm 
Bureau will provide $150 
scholarships up to 10 
Waukesha County teachers 
to attend the bus tour.

Those interested in attend-
ing should register for the 
tour and will be reimbursed 
after the bus tour. 

Celebrating 175 Years: Moments Together, Memories Forever
By Chrissy Gluege, Waukesha County Fair Executive Director

Combining rural educational concepts with urban perspec-
tives, the Waukesha County Fair certainly stands out as the 
largest agriculturally-based event in Waukesha County. The 
Waukesha County Fair, presented by Inpro Corporation, will 
be celebrating its 175th anniversary this year running
July 19-23.

Beginning back in 1842 before Wisconsin had even been 
considered a state, the Fair has survived several locations and 
an insurmountable number of changes and challenges through 
the course of history. Through it all, the Waukesha County 
Fair is proud to be the oldest county Fair in the state and con-
tinues to be the largest event held in Waukesha County.

175 years of challenge and change certainly have played a key 
role in the growth and development of this annual event. As 
a non-profit 501(c)3 volunteer organization, the Waukesha 
County Fair Board and its association members are dedicated 
to the mission: “To provide a quality family event which 
preserves our rural heritage and is dedicated to educating and 
entertaining all ages in Waukesha County and surrounding 
communities.”

Without our rural and agricultural background and prin-
ciples, the Fair wouldn’t have become what it is today. It is the 
urban perspectives that allow us to re-evaluate our approach 
and adapt to continue to grow and keep with the times.

With the help of dedicated volunteers and incredible support 
from sponsor partners, like Inpro Corporation; The Boucher 
Group, Inc.; Couri Insurance; All World Transmission and
Service; and Carrier Home Comfort as well as Waukesha 
County Farm Bureau to name a few, the 2017 Waukesha 
County Fair has a number of must-see attractions in store that 
you won’t want to miss.

Annual Meeting Date Set
The Waukesha County Farm Bureau annual meeting date has 
been set for Thursday, October 5, at the Machine Shed in 
Pewaukee.

Watch your mailbox for a postcard with more details as the 
meeting date approaches.

Wednesday, July 19 – Opening Day and Dollar Day!
$1 Admission, $1 Parking, and 1 ticket Midway rides all day!

Opening Ceremony at 5 p.m. – Leinie Lodge will host a
tribute to the history of the Fair, notes from our county
executive on the impact the Fair has had in the community, a 
ribbon cutting ceremony, and so much more.

Fairest of the Fair Competition at 6 p.m. – Highlighting 
a core group of our future leaders, these candidates show off 
their strong communication skills and public speaking abilities, 
school and community involvement, poise under pressure, and 
most of all, knowledge and background of the Fair. Each year 
the standards continue to reach new heights.

Air Show Presented by Dacy Airshows at 8 p.m. – Showcased 
on the north end of the grounds. There will be an announcer 
highlighting the tricks and stunts by the two incredibly tal-
ented pilots integrating their knowledge and aviation tactics 
through aerobatics. They will note the history and education of 
aviation here in Waukesha County, as well as the history with 
the Fair. Never before has a county Fair in Wisconsin incorpo-
rated an air show with their event. We look to raise the bar.

Throughout the Rest of the Fair
We continue to promote 
agricultural learning and 
education through fun, 
interactive areas like our 
Agricultural Adventure 
Tent and Play Land. With 
the help of Waukesha 
County Farm Bureau, we 
are featuring animal dem-
onstrations, decorative 
hay bales, a tractor maze, 
and a number of hands-
on learning activities. Our 
County Executive Junior 
Livestock Auction held on Friday continues to develop over the 
years. As the number of youth involved continues to grow, they 
showcase a culmination of a year’s project as a learning and 
business venture. Selecting, feeding, grooming, and caring for 
an animal is no easy feat, but these young men and women are 
dedicated to the cause, and excited for the hard work to pay off 
at the auction.

Don’t forget our Main Stage headliners as well as our four other 
stages throughout the five-day event.

Thursday, July 20, at 8 p.m. - Theory of a Deadman
Friday, July 21, at 8 p.m. - Bret Michaels
Saturday, July 22, at 8 p.m. - Night Ranger
Sunday, July 23, at 6 p.m. - 1964 ... The Tribute (For those 
Beatles fans out there!)

Even more for 2017, we have new and interactive events 
like our Dock Diving Dogs and Pig, Goat, and Duck Races 
that occur several times throughout each day of the Fair; our 
Monster Mural where kids of all ages can ‘color the Fair,’ our 
seventh annual Classic Car show held on Sunday of the Fair, as 
well as the infamous Action Center hosting our Truck & Trac-
tor Pulls and our Demo Derby.

For more details, visit www.waukeshacountyfair.com.

There is certainly something for everyone to enjoy at the 2017 
Waukesha County Fair. We’re excited to have this year unfold 
and continue to make moments together become memories 
that last forever. We look forward to seeing you at the
Waukesha County Fair!

What’s New? Our Logo!
We’ve given our logo a fresh new look 
for the first time in over 15 years. 
Our updated look puts a modern 
twist on our previous one, while stay-
ing true to our mission. The new logo 
represents our past and reflects our 
vision for the future of the fair-more 
history, family, and entertainment. 

Fair goers will feel a sense of comfort and familiarity with our 
new design, but will also see how we’re evolving. Our new logo 
features an initial representation of the iconic Ferris wheel, 
as well as other fair images like the seal of a blue ribbon or a 
wagon wheel of days long ago-along with the words and cap-
turing the 175th anniversary this year. The red, white and blue 
color scheme is rich in Americana and history-red representing 
the excitement of the fair and blue for the notable blue ribbons 
awarded for first place.

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/waukesha


