
Non Profit
Organization
US Postage 

PAID
Platteville, WI 53818

Permit No. 124
Address Service Requested

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation

PO Box 5550      Madison, WI  53705

MAY 2017WAUSHARA COUNTY FARM BUREAU EDITION

Waushara County Farm Bureau

RURAL MUTUAL AGENTS IN WAUSHARA COUNTY

Jon Berger
(920) 787-4664

Tom Gustafson, District Manager - (920) 420-1106

Chuck McDaniel
(715) 258-8830

WFBF Seeks Rural Route Photos
Wisconsin Farm Bureau members live and work in some of the most beautiful places. In Rural 
Route, WFBF wants to highlight those sights with your families and friends. 
 
Please email your photos (high resolution jpgs, 4x6 inches at 300 dpi) to 
lsiekmann@wfbf.com.

Ag in the Classroom Bus Tour Set
Teachers and volunteers are encouraged to 
spend July 18-19 on the Ag in the Classroom 
summer bus tour.

For the schedule and registration, visit 
www.wisagclassroom.



Wisconsin Ag in 
the Classroom 
offers an annual 
essay contest for 
fourth and fifth 
grade students.

Each year the topic 
has specific lesson 
plans, activities and 
other resources that 
teachers and home 
school parents can 
use to teach about 
Wisconsin
agriculture.

The 2016-2017 topic was ‘Tell us about cranberry production
during one of the four seasons.’

Waushara County received 58 essays. The county winner was 
Makenna Rettler of Tri-County Elementary School in Plainfield. 
Adrianna Cleland 
also from Tri-County 
Elementary and Lucy 
Marks from 
Redgranite Elementary 
were runners-up.

The county winner 
received $20 Walmart 
gift card and cranberry 
t-shirt. The runners-
up each received a $10 
Walmart gift card and 
t-shirts. 

Almost 400 people attended Ag Day at the Capitol held March 8 in 
Madison. Ag Day is the largest gathering of farmers from across the 
state representing a variety of farm groups to learn more about state 
issues and meet with their state legislators.

Waushara County Farm Bureau members met with Senators Luther 
Olsen and Patrick Testin, and Representatives Scott Krug and Scott 
Petersen.

The Rural Mutual Insurance Company and GROWMARK, Inc., 
are major sponsors of the event. Cosponsors of the event with the 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau include a variety of other dairy, beef, pork, 
horse, corn, soybean, cranberry, potato and vegetable groups.
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Waushara County Farm Bureau members met with Representative Scott 
Krug during Ag Day at the Capitol: (from left) Kevin Krentz, Sara Stelter, 
John Jarvis, Kent Peterson, Trisha Verville, Paul Jarvis, Lynn Dickman, 
Adam Jones and Representative Krug.

Waushara County Farm Bureau Members Attend Ag Day at the Capitol

Rettler Wins Waushara County Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest

(from left) Waushara County Farm Bureau 
 women’s committee member Bonnie Jarvis, 
runner-up Adrianna Cleland, Jessica Rettler, 
Makenna Rettler and Christine Schmick.

Runner-up Lucy Marks (left) from Redgranite 
Elementary School with her teacher Kelly 
Buchholtz.

Cranberries in Winter By Makenna Rettler

Cranberries are a yummy, nutritious fruit, especially at Christmas
 dinner!
Raised in more than 25% of our 72 Wisconsin counties, and red
 as Rudolph’s nose.
Area growers take special care of the plants in the winter.
Never letting the vines freeze.
Blankets of ice (8-12 inches thick) protect plants from Wisconsin
 winters, freezing cold.
Each plant snuggles and snoozes under blankets of ice and a layer
 of sand.
Resting until spring when the sun melts away the covers, sinking
 that sand!
Reading and studying over the winter, a grower’s work in never
 done!
Investing money in equipment updates and new technology,
Eager to grower bigger, better and plumper berries.
Special attention is given to what will make a super crop.

Ice and snow! Winds that blow!
Nothing new! Short days, long nights. Winter in Wisconsin.

The best growers are ready with equipment and tools.
Happy to get started again. No time for snoozing.
Excited that spring is coming, and that winter is over!

Weeks and months of planning, should pay off for growers.
I’m excited, too! See these facts:
Number 1 in cranberry production: That’s my state!
The Wisconsin growers raise over five million barrels of the nations’
 cranberries!
Each year my family and I love this Vitamin C rich fruit at holidays
 and in between in
Relishes, salads, stuffing and as my person favorite snack: crasins.
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District Director Report 
With the upcom-
ing crop year comes 
much anticipation.
Will the yields be 
adequate? Can we 
manage the margins 
to make a profit? Or 
will it make quality 
feed for the live-
stock it is intended 
for? This year also 
brings much skepti-
cism. How will 
commodities prices 
move? Or do you 
have enough of your 
production mar-
keted or insured?

I believe with the crop year we need to manage what we can 
and let the good Lord do the rest. I also believe we have a 
similar situation in our federal government administration. 
 
There is much anticipation and skepticism on the direction 
our nation will take this year. The administration has given 

intentions to help create a simpler tax system, fair trade, 
secure borders, eliminating burdensome regulations and fix-
ing a broken health care system. This is no easy task for any 
government body but can be done. Through the process, we 
in agriculture need to remind them who helped them get 
elected, and continue to portrait our needs.

In most trade deals, agriculture commodities are the balancer. 
We need to continue to partner with countries that need our 
products. Managing and protecting relationships that have 
taken generations to create. In some cases, raw products are 
exported, made into value added products, and then imported 
back into the U.S.

We need to eliminate the unnecessary regulations that typi-
cally cause this and bring those jobs back to the U.S. Canada 
has also developed regulation to help protect their dairy 
industry at a detriment to our trade. The administration needs 
to hold them accountable.

We also need to push for a trade deal in Oceania. Trans-Pacific 
Partnership laid out many sanitary and labor requirements 
that would put the U.S. and many other countries on a level 
field, making trade much fairer among countries.

The administration is responsible for securing our borders 
and knowing who is crossing them. They are also responsible 
for developing an immigration system that works for business 
and agriculture in this country. Labor needs continue to be 
challenging in many agriculture commodities including fruit, 
vegetables, aquatics, dairy, meat processing and many others.

This is not a large versus small farm issue. As many farmers 
continue to get older, the need for help with physical labor 
on farms continue to grow. This also leads into the health care 
system. As we move to fix a broken system we also need to 
care for our aging population.

As with a new cropping year we have an opportunity to start 
anew, so is following an election. This administration and 
congress was voted in by the ‘fly over’ states. We need to con-
tinue to hold them to the task moving forward. Along with 
being fiscally responsible, as we in our businesses.
God bless and have a safe growing season!

Kevin Krentz
WFBF District 5 Director

District Promotion and Education Update

Hello! My name is Lynn Dickman and I 
am your newly appointed District 5 Pro-
motion and Education Chair.

I am originally from Green County, 
growing up on an 80-cow dairy farm in 
Argyle. After earning a bachelor’s degree 
in dairy science from UW-Madison in 
2010, I began working for Heartland 
Farms, Inc., in Hancock.

Today I serve as a research agronomist on 
this 24,000-acre potato farm that grows 
and markets 8,000 acres of potatoes for 
potato chips each year.

In June 2016, I completed by master’s 
degree at UW-Madison where I studied 
stem end defect in potato chips for my 
thesis project. This year I participated 
in the Potato Leadership Institute and 
Potato D.C. Fly In.

I am the YFA chair for Waushara County, 
was a graduate of WFBF Leadership Insti-
tute Class VIII, and in the final four for 
YFA Excellence in Ag in 2016. In addi-

tion, I have been president of Tri-County 
FFA Alumni since 2014.

Outside of agriculture, I am a member 
of the Stevens Point Curling Club, City 
Band, Ignite Leadership Network of 
Portage County and a board member for 
Meals on Wheels.

As the District 5 Promotion and Edu-
cation committee representative, I am 
excited to get out and serve you as your 
liaison for state and national outreach 
activities. I plan to attend at least one 
board meeting and the annual meeting of 
each county in our district.

Do not hesitate to contact me if you want 
me to attend one of your county’s events. 
Please say hello and introduce yourself if I 
see you at an event. If you are looking for 
ideas, activities or events, visit 
wfbf.com to download a copy of the 
‘Playbook,’ a book of plays compiled and 
maintained by the Promotion and Educa-
tion Committee.

The Promotion and Education Com-
mittee, which replaced the Women’s 
Committee in 2015, is a group of nine 
leaders who represent the nine Farm 
Bureau districts. Committee members 
develop, promote and implement projects 
and programs that build awareness and 
understanding of agriculture and provide 
leadership development for the agricul-
tural committee.

Lynn Dickman
District 5 Promotion and Education 
Committee Representative
608.558.9713, ldickman87@gmail.com

Waushara County Scholarship Winners Announced
Marcus Krentz and Jordan Krentz both of Berlin were each awarded a $500 Gordon Krentz Memorial 
Scholarship.

Marcus Krentz, son of Kevin and Holly Krentz, will graduate from 

Berlin High School. Marcus plans to attend the UW-Madison Farm 

and Industry Shortcourse program to study soil and crop science.

He plans to return to work on his family’s dairy farm. While in 

high school, Marcus was an active 

member of FFA.

Jordan Krentz, son of Joe Krentz and 

Tina Krentz, will graduate from

Berlin High School and will be attend-

ing UW-Oshkosh to major in biology.

During high school, Jordan was involved 

in FFA, football, basketball and golf.
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There are Benefits to Your Farm Bureau Membership:
Communication
• AgriVisor
• The Country Today
Insurance
• Rural Mutual Insurance Company
• Farm Bureau Financial Services
Travel
• AAA
• AVIS Car Rental Discount Program
• Budget (NEW)
• Choice Hotels International, Inc.
• Wyndham Hotel Group

For complete details visit wfbf.com/benefits-membership.

Health
•  ScriptSave® Prescription Drug Savings Card
• Life Line (NEW)
Supplies and Products
• Case IH
• Caterpillar
• FS-GROWMARK Patronage
• Grainger
• Office Depot

Financial
•  AgriPlan Medical  

Reimbursement Program
• Farm Bureau Bank
Protection
•  $500 Reward Protection 

Program
• Accidental Death Policy
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Waushara County Farm Bureau Contacts:

District YFA Update

Happy spring! I hope that everyone is having a good start to 
2017 and I pray that planting goes well for everyone.

2017 has been a great year so far for YFA. In March, we had 
great representation at Ag Day at the Capitol and we had 
our county chairs meeting, which also was well attended. We 
hosted a great cheese and wine event at Vines and Rushes on 
April 23.

We have the annual YFA contests that I strongly encourage 
YFA members to consider. If you have someone in mind or 
you are thinking about the contests but are not sure how they 
work, come to our training night with a mock discussion on 
Wednesday, June 21, in Montello.

Applications for Excellence in Ag and Achievement Award 
are due on July 1 and the District Discussion Meet will be on 
August 23 in Green Lake.

If you are looking for a social gathering over the summer we 
will have the annual canoeing and summer picnic in Princeton 
on Sunday, July 30.

If you have any questions about these events, please contact me 
at 608.369.1091 or visit our events on Facebook.

Happy planting.

Amanda Knoch
District 5 YFA Committee Representative

Plan to Attend June Dairy Breakfast
The Waushara County June Dairy 
Breakfast will be held at the Han-
cock Agricultural Research Station, 
N3909 County Road V in Hancock 
on Sunday, June 25, from 7:30 a.m. 
to 12 noon.

If you have questions, please contact 
Bill Deppe at 920.229.5547.

Welcome Farm Bureau Members

Attend the Waushara County Fair
Four days of fun-filled entertainment for the whole family: 
August 17-20. The Waushara County Farm Bureau will have 
a food stand at the Waushara County fair and the committee 
is always looking for more volunteers.

This is the county’s largest fundraiser. The money raised funds 
the Ag in the Classroom program, 4-H and youth donations, 
women’s committee and YFA programs.

For more information or to volunteer, please contact Bonnie 
Jarvis at 920.572.6188 or visit www.wausharacofair.com.

Troy Bielmeier, Troy Boesl, Thomas Brunner, Russel
Butzin, Larry Caves, Cory Cocanower, Judith Davies, Charles 
Depaul, Daniel Fenske, Elver Grimm, Allison Haase, David 
Kirwan, Gary Melka, Arthur Ocull, Matthew Reepsdorf, 
Nichole Reepsdorf, Jane Reepsdorf, Dale Risch, Taylor
Schroeder, Kiley Stucker, Victoria Thompson, Kevin Tollak-
son, Lorrenzo Vargas, Kevin Wendlandt and David Winter.

Waushara County Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting
Date: October 11
Time: 6:30 p.m. - Registration; 7 p.m. - Meal
Place: Silvercryst Supper Club, Wautoma


