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Marquette County YFA Members Tour Knigge Farms

Marquette County YFA members toured Knigge Farms near Omro on March 4. 

Winnebago County Farm Bureau president 
Charlie Knigge welcomed Marquette County 
YFA members to his family’s farm near 
Omro on March 4.

The Knigge Family Farm, was the first dairy 
farm in the U.S. to have robotic milkers, 

and was recently featured on an episode of 
“The Bachelor” television program. The tour 
included seeing a robotic milking and auto-
matic calf-feeding technology and included 
a visit of a freestall dairy barn, where cows 
milk themselves 24 hours a day.

Winnebago County’s Stompin’ at the Shed Event a Success

The Winnebago County YFA committee 
organized a successful Stompin’ at the Shed on 
February 6 at Brighton Acres in Oshkosh.
Almost 200 people attended the event. Once 
again, the highlight of the evening was the tug 
of war contest. 

Thank you to the Winnebago YFA chairs Jade 
Buchholz and Amanda Sandmire for taking 
the lead on organizing this event. Also, thank 
you to the many area businesses that made the 
event possible.

The committee is already making plans for 
next year. If you have suggestions or want to 
get involved in the planning process, please 
contact YFA chairs Amanda Sandmire or
Jade Buchholz.

WFBF Seeks Rural Route Photos
Wisconsin Farm Bureau members live and work in some of the most 
beautiful places. In Rural Route, WFBF wants to highlight those 
sights with your families and friends. 
 
Please email your photos (high resolution jpgs, 4x6 
inches at 300 dpi) to lsiekmann@wfbf.com.

RURAL MUTUAL AGENTS IN WINNEBAGO COUNTY

Andrew Ballard
(920) 233-4902

Tom Gustafson, District Manager - (920) 420-1106

Jon Berger
(920) 230-6886
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Omro Dairy to Host June Dairy Breakfast on June 10
This year’s Winnebago County Breakfast on the Farm is going to be an exciting 
fun time. This year’s host is Omro Dairy.

Thank you to Zeamer’s Welding LLC for sponsoring the entertainment: Starfire 
Family Band, as well as the Moo-Mania Comedy Show and many other educa-
tional activities for kids of all ages. The breakfast menu will consist of Wisconsin 
egg omelet, sausage, pancakes, cheese, milk, fruit, coffee and custard.

We want to thank the many platinum sponsors including: Zeamer’s Welding; 
Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board; Beck's Meat Processing; American Family 
Insurance: Curt Stam Agency in Oshkosh; Badgerland Financial; CP Feeds, LLC; 
Crescent Electric Supply Company; D.R. Ag Services, Inc.; DeLaval Dairy
Service; Fox River Valley Ethanol LLC; NorthStar Cooperative; Tri-County
Overhead Door Service, Inc.; LDS Leading Dairy Solutions; Culver’s of
Oshkosh; DL Agriculture Electric, Inc.; Fox Structures, Inc.; McDonald's
Owners and Operators of Northeast Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula;
Winnebago County Farm Bureau; and Wolter Power Systems. 

What a great list of sponsors. If you see representatives from these businesses, 
please thank them.

This will be a big event that will take many volunteers and supporters. To volun-
teer, there is a Google sheet setup and you can add your name to the list.

For information or to get a link to sign up, please contact Jim Kasten at
jkasten0@gmail.com or Dan Hinz at danhinz728@gmail.com. Setup for the 
breakfast will be on Friday, June 9, starting at 9 a.m. There will be many tasks 
that need to be done.

Farm Bureau Gives Chocolate 
Milk to Marathon Runners

The Winnebago 
County Dairy Pro-
motion Commit-
tee along with help 
from Young Farmer 
and Agricultur-
ist members did 
a chocolate milk 
promotion at the 
Oshkosh Marathon 
on April 29.

Runners competed 
in the 5K, half 

marathon or the full marathon. We were waiting 
at the finish line with chocolate milk.

Chocolate milk is proven to be the best recovery 
drink for athletes with milk’s all natural nutri-
ents. It is neat to see the runners chug a carton 
of milk after their run.

Members Attend Ag Day at the Capitol on March 8

Almost 400 people attended Ag Day at the Capitol held on March 8 in Madison.

Ag Day is the largest gathering of farmers from across the state representing a variety 
of farm groups to learn more about state issues and meet with their state legislators.

The Rural Mutual Insurance Company and GROWMARK, Inc., are major spon-
sors of the event. Cosponsors of the event with the Wisconsin Farm Bureau include a 
variety of other dairy, beef, pork, horse, corn, soybean, cranberry, potato and
vegetable groups.

Winnebago County Farm Bureau members met with Representative Michael Schraa during 
Ag Day at the Capitol held March 8.
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With the upcom-
ing crop year 
comes much 
anticipation. 
Will the yields be 
adequate? Can we 
manage the mar-
gins to make a 
profit? Or will it 
make quality feed 
for the livestock 

it is intended for?

This year also brings much skepticism. How 
will commodities prices move? Or do you 
have enough of your production marketed or 
insured?

I believe with the crop year we need to man-
age what we can and let the good Lord do the 
rest. I also believe we have a similar situa-
tion in our federal government administra-
tion. 

There is much anticipation and skepticism on 
the direction our nation will take this year. 
The administration has given intentions to 
help create a simpler tax system, fair trade, 
secure borders, eliminating burdensome regu-
lations and fixing a broken health care system.

This is no easy task for any government body 
but can be done. Through the process, we in 
agriculture need to remind them who helped 
them get elected, and continue to portrait our 
needs.

In most trade deals, agriculture commodities 
are the balancer. We need to continue to part-
ner with countries that need our products. 
Managing and protecting relationships that 
have taken generations to create. In some 
cases, raw products are exported, made into 

value added products and then imported back 
into the U.S. 
We need to eliminate the unnecessary regula-
tions that typically cause this and bring those 
jobs back to the U.S. Canada has also devel-
oped regulation to help protect their dairy 
industry at a detriment to our trade. The 
administration needs to hold them account-
able. We also need to push for a trade deal 
in Oceania. TPP laid out many sanitary and 
labor requirements that would put the U.S. 
and many other countries on a level field, 
making trade much fairer between countries.

The administration is responsible for secur-
ing our borders and knowing who is crossing 
them. They are also responsible for develop-
ing an immigration system that works for 
business and agriculture in this country. 
Labor needs continue to be challenging in 
many agriculture commodities including 
fruit, vegetables, aquatics, dairy, meat process-
ing and many others.

This is not a large versus small farm issue. 
As many farmers continue to get older, the 
need for help with physical labor on farms 
continue to grow. This also leads into the 
health care system. As we move to fix a bro-
ken system we also need to care for our aging 
population.

As with a new cropping year we have an 
opportunity to start anew, so is following an 
election. This administration and congress 
was voted in by the ‘fly over’ states. We need 
to continue to hold them to the task moving 
forward. Along with being fiscally respon-
sible, as we in our businesses. God Bless and 
have a safe growing season.

Kevin Krentz
WFBF District 5 Director
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District Director Report 

President’s Report
Greetings! Spring is here, and if you are like me, I 
think many of you are anxious to get in the field 
and get started with the 2017 growing season.

As many of us get busy with field work, the Farm 
Bureau is continuing to be busy with several
activities as well.

Our main upcoming events include the Winnebago 
County dairy breakfast on June 10, and the

Winnebago County Fair food stand the first week 
in August.

The county also is working on developing our 
county Ag in the Classroom program. We have a 
very active YFA program, which is for members 18 
to 35 years old.

There are always opportunities for members to get 
involved and help with activities. If you want to get 

more involved and volunteer at an upcoming event 
this summer, please let me know.

As your county Farm Bureau president, I appreci-
ate each one of you as a member of the Winnebago 
County Farm Bureau.

Charlie Knigge
Winnebago County President

Come to the Winnebago County Fair
The Winnebago County Fair will be August 
2-6. 

The Winnebago County Farm Bureau will 
operate a food stand and the committee has 
already started planning for this year’s fair.

Make sure to check out the Farm Bureau food 
stand. This is a great fundraiser for the Win-
nebago County Farm Bureau.

If you are interested in volunteering, please
contact Russ Kriha at 608.436.4764.

Nearly 200 Attend Farm Bureau’s FFA Farm Forum
Nearly 200 high school juniors from 
across Wisconsin attended the Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau’s FFA Farm Forum in Wis-
consin Rapids, February 17-18.

“Wisconsin Farm Bureau takes pride in 
hosting this special event with the FFA to 
help develop our next generation of agriculture leaders,” said 
Jim Holte, Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation
President. 

During the two-day event at Hotel Mead in Wisconsin 
Rapids, FFA members attended workshops on post-high 
school agricultural opportunities, social media, agricultural 
advocacy and leadership.

Joining Holte as keynote speakers at the 
event were Mark Holley, Sunrise 7 Mete-
orologist and Chris and Amy Blakeney, 
owners of Amazing Grace
Family Farm.

The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation 
sponsors the FFA Farm Forum in coop-
eration with the Wisconsin Association 
of FFA. This year’s FFA Farm Forum 
marks the 45th year the Farm Bureau 
family of affiliates has sponsored the 
event for Wisconsin youth.

Faith Brooks with the Omro FFA
Chapter attended the FFA Farm 
Forum.

Jodie Weyland and Mae Longsine with the Winneconne 
FFA Chapter attended the FFA Farm Forum.

Adenike Adebiyi, James Albright, Michael Anderson, Phillip Anderson, Pedro Arias, Andrew 
Aubrey, Caroline Baucknecht, Mary Beahm, Danielle Bokelmann, Emma Brockman, Brian 
Butch, Valerie Cohn- Gehrke, Charles De Munch, Jacob Diehl, Mark Dodd, Leo Fleischman, 
Isaac Geffers, Ben Giddings, Robert Gonzalez, Kurt Grable, Michael Griese, Mary Hanson, 
Jessica Henderson, Madalyn James, Casey Jost, Hannah Jungwirth, Ross Koffarnus, Holly 
Kolb, Matthew Konen, Matthew Kregel, Kathleen Kronstedt, Kabao Lee, Noah Levy, River 
Mansavage, Kathleen Marsh, Sharon Mathison, Bret Meier, Lisa Palosini, Thomas Pfahn-
ing, Cody Portz, Terry Proctor, Michael Quick, Laura Rafferty, Joshua Rieth, Thomas Saari, 
Michael Schettle, Steven Schmeichel, Lee Sebstead, Noah Siedsma, Ted Skaer, Dangemg Thao, 
Ella Tokarski, Reese Trainor, Kyle Trudell, Paul Vandeboogaard, Martin Verstegen, Dannae 
Wicka, Sandra Witynski and Gary Zahn.

Welcome Winnebago Members



President, Charlie Knigge
Vice President, Jim Kasten
Secretary/Treasurer, Dan Hinz 
YFA Co-Chair, Jade Buchholz
YFA Co-Chair, Amanda Sandmire

Director, Brock Baker
Director, Cecelia Brooks
Director, Randi Brooks
Director, Dan Carpenter
Director, Russ Kriha 
Director, Brian Poppy
Director, Kevin Radloff
Director, Nick Radloff 
Director,  Brittany  Teske
Director, Amy Zentner

Winnebago County Farm Bureau 
WFBF Board Director, Kevin Krentz
District 5 Coordinator, Becky Hibicki
RMIC District Manager, Tom Gustafson

920.685.5531
920.658.3036
920.376.0371
608.369.1044
920.379.0419

920.410.8700
920.420.3660
920.420.2634
920.379.3713
608.436.4764
920.295.9000
920.589.5515
920.379.7540
608.434.0117
920.426.1056 

866.666.8015 
920.361.7380
866.355.2029
920.420.1106

Winnebago County Farm Bureau Contacts:

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/winnebagoWinnebago County Farm Bureau: 866.666.8015

YFA Members Tour USDA Research Farm and Winery
On March 18, 10 Young Farmer and Agriculturist members 
from Winnebago County hopped on a bus and headed to
Prairie du Sac for the county YFA’s Spring Bus Tour.

The day started at the USDA Dairy Forage Research Center 
where the group spent a few hours touring the 300-cow dairy 
and research farm. Members were interested to learn about 

some of the cutting-edge feeding trials that were being
conducted at the dairy.

After enjoying lunch at a local bar, the last stop of the day was 
a visit to Wollersheim Winery for a tour and wine-tasting. A 
great time was had by all who attended.

Happy spring! I hope that everyone is having a good start to 
2017 and I pray that planting goes well for everyone. 2017 has 
been a great year so far for YFA; in March, we had great rep-
resentation at Ag Day at the Capitol and we had our county 
chairs meeting that was also well attended.

Looking ahead, we will be hosting a great cheese and wine 
event at Vines and Rushes on April 23 for the whole family to 
attend.

We have our annual YFA contests, that I strongly encourage 
our YFA members to consider. If you have someone in mind 
or you are thinking about the contests but are not sure how 
they work, come to our training night with a mock discussion 
in June 21 in Montello.

Applications for Excellence in Ag and Achievement Award are 
due on July 1 and the real District Discussion Meet will be 
on August 23 in Green Lake. If you are looking for a good 
social gathering over the summer we will be having our annual 
canoeing and summer picnic in Princeton on July 30.

For more information, please contact me at 608.369.1091 or 
check out the events on Facebook.
Happy planting!

Amanda Knoch
District 5 YFA Committee Representative

District YFA Update

District Promotion and Education
Hello everyone! My name is 
Lynn Dickman and I am your 
newly appointed District 5 Pro-
motion and Education Chair.

I am originally from Green 
County, growing up on an 
80-cow dairy farm in Argyle. 
After earning a bachelor’s degree 
in dairy science from UW-Mad-
ison in 2010, I began working 

for Heartland Farms, Inc., in Hancock.

Today, I serve as a research agronomist on this 24,000-acre 
potato farm that grows and markets 8,000 acres of potatoes for 
potato chips each year. In June 2016, I completed by master’s 
degree at UW-Madison where I studied stem end defect in 
potato chips for my thesis project.

This year, I participated in the Potato Leadership Institute and 
Potato D.C. Fly-In. I am the YFA chair for Waushara County, 
a graduate of Institute Class VIII and in the final four for 
YFA Excellence in Ag. Since 2014, I serve as president of Tri-
County FFA Alumni.

Outside of agriculture, I am a member of the Stevens Point 

Curling Club, City Band, Ignite Leadership Network of
Portage County and a board member for Meals on Wheels.

As the District 5 Promotion and Education committee repre-
sentative, I am excited to get out and serve you as a liaison for 
state and national outreach activities. I plan to attend at least 
one board meeting and the annual meeting of each county in 
the district.

Do not hesitate to contact me if you want me to attend one of 
your county’s events. Please say hello and introduce yourself if 
I see you at an event. If you are looking for ideas, activities or 
events, visit wfbf.com to download a copy of the ‘Playbook,’ 
a book of ‘plays’ complied and maintained by the Promotion 
and Education Committee.

In 2015, the Promotion and Education Committee replaced 
the Women’s Committee and is made up of nine leaders who 
represent the Farm Bureau districts. Committee members 
develop, promote and implement projects and programs that 
build awareness and understanding of agriculture and provide 
leadership development for the agricultural committee.

Lynn Dickman
District 5 Promotion & Education Committee representative
608.558.9713 or ldickman87@gmail.com.

TRAINING


