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Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation

The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation invites you to attend

AG DAY AT THE CAPITOL
January 24, 2018

Each year the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation,
Registration begins at 11 a.m., opening program at
along with sponsors, host Ag Day
at
the
Capitol.
It’s
11:30 a.m. Center
followed by
lunch and legislative
briefings.
Monona Terrace Convention
• Madison,
WI
important to raise your voice on issues that affect the
From 3-4 p.m., Waukesha County will meet in room
agriculture community; mark your calendars and plan
300 NE at the Capitol.
Registration
Deadline: January 18
to attend Ag Day at the Capitol onEarly
Wednesday,
$25 per person
by speaking
registration
January 24, at the Monona TerraceCost:
Convention
When
with your legislators, share your stories
Center in Madison.
and thank them for their support of agriculture. Be
deadline.
proud to
be at
a part
the agriculture industry and sign$30 after deadline
and
theofdoor.
Wisconsin is America’s Dairyland and we want to tell
up to participate in Ag Day at the Capitol.
our legislators how important agriculture is in Wisconsin and Waukesha County. FarmersSchedule
are working toof
do Events:
If you are interested in attending, please RSVP by
11:00
a.m.
Registration
more with less; we have new record production levels
January 18 to Patti Roden at 262.689.1838 (call or
Program
and yields per acre in our fields. 11:30 a.m. Openingtext)
or proden@wfbf.com, make sure to include your
11:45 a.m. Lunch name and county in your message.

Rooted in History, Heritage,
Family, Fun, Entertainment,
Education, and Agriculture the
2018 Waukesha County Fair
is sure to have something for
everyone.
Mark your
calendar and
join us for
all the action
celebrating 176
years of making
memories!

p.m. Legislative Briefing
District 1 YFA Spring 12:45
Fling
3:00 p.m. Leave for Capitol Visits
Kick up your boots and plan to attend the
11th annual District 1 Young Farmer and
Agriculturist Spring Fling!

Date: Saturday, March 24
Time: Doors open at 7:30 p.m.,
band plays from 8 p.m. to midnight
Presented by:
Band: FM Rodeo
Enjoy catching up with old friends and
Location: The Columbian, West Bend
meeting newThank
friends, while
to liveSponsors:
Tickets: $8 in advance, $10 at the door
Youlistening
to Our
music. We hope to see more participants
enjoy a night of music, dancing and
To get your advanced tickets, please contact
socializing with other District 1 Insurance
YFA Company District YFA Chair Charlie Oberhaus at
members.
262.337.2448.
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Waukesha County Farm Bureau Members Attend WFBF Annual Meeting
The 98th WFBF Annual
Meeting was December 2-4
at the Kalahari Resorts in
Wisconsin Dells. The
WFBF Annual Meeting overlaps with the
YFA Conference, giving
members young and old a
chance to network.
Members are offered an
Waukesha County members who were elected delegates
opportunity to attend
workshops, keynote speak- included: (from left) Lloyd Williams, Dave Morris and Tom
Oberhaus.
ers, awards banquets and
the delegate session. On Sunday evening, Waukesha county member Sean Beres graduated from the WFBF Leadership Institute.
Bob and Carol Bartholomew check out and bid on
items at the silent auction.

Farm Bureau members had a great time visiting, reconnecting and networking with
friends. Mark your calendars for the 2018 WFBF Annual Meeting on December 1-3.

WFBF Leadership Institute Class XI Graduate
After completing the year-long
WFBF Leadership Institute class,
my classmates and I can now put
our leadership skills to use.
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Our graduation was at the 2017
WFBF Annual Meeting. It
is bittersweet to be done with
Leadership Institute class. The
friendships and bonds we made throughout the year will last a lifetime. My class will be meeting one last time in Washington, D.C.
We will meet with elected officials to discuss bills that could impact
our future in agriculture.
In November, our Leadership Institute class visited the Illinois Farm
Bureau and learned how they do things. It was a great experience
learning how our neighbors to the south do things differently. We

By Sean Beres

also toured an on-the-farm distillery, Whiskey Acres. We learned
how they started their operation, some of the struggles they faced
on their start up and how they overcame them. It was a great tour. I
highly recommend stopping there if you are ever in DeKalb.
I also highly recommend to anyone looking to step up their leadership skills, to take a look at applying for a WFBF Leadership Institute class. Not only will the class help you improve your leadership
ability but also you become more self-aware. From day one of class,
you gain knowledge about yourself and how to better use your own
skill set to make you a stronger leader; everyone is a leader in their
own way, sometimes we need a little push to realize how to lead.
I want to thank those who helped make this class such a successful
experience for me. Thank you to Waukesha County Farm Bureau
for sponsoring me in this amazing endeavor.

Waukesha County Farm Bureau Has Scholarships Available in 2018
By Ken Rosenow, scholarship committee chair

The Waukesha County Farm Bureau will again offer scholarships to
outstanding local students pursuing higher education in 2018. As
we have done in the past several years, our county Farm Bureau will
award several scholarships for deserving college and technical school
students. The number of scholarships and the value of each have
varied over the last several years because of the generosity of
Waukesha County Farm Bureau Board and the importance they
place on the next generation.
Applicants must fill out an application and submit it along with
supporting documentation by June 30, 2018. This deadline will
not be extended.

Waukesha County Farm Bureau: 877.483.3674

Please watch for further information and
the availability of the application in upcoming newsletters, or contact Ken Rosenow at
ken@cedarhomefarms.com or
920.474.7128. Each year this program is
becoming more and more popular, so be
sure to submit your applications on time.
In 2017 we had five winners: Megan Dowd, Virginia Kuenzi, Derek
Nelson, Brittany Renn and Auretta Witkopf. Congratulations to
these outstanding students! We look forward to receiving many
applications again this year.

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/waukesha

Rooted in Family

By Nicole Dempsey

We hear time and time again that Farm Bureau is a grassroots
organization. As members of Farm Bureau, we are the roots
that keep this organization strong and growing. The theme for
the YFA Conference this year was “Rooted in Family” and as
members, Farm Bureau means more to us than just an organization, it becomes a family.

speaker Michele Payn, owner of Cause Matters Corp. Along
with being a farmer, Michele works to connect the science of
food and farming to consumers. She made a few good points,
one was that people will forget how you farm, what you said
and how you say it, but they won’t forget how you made them
feel.

Friday night we
met as a District
and had a bridge
building competition using a ream
of copy paper and a
roll of scotch tape.
Following the District Meetings, we
all met up again and
had a Casino night
where we were
able to play pretty
much any game you
could play in Vegas
including blackjack,
poker, and Bingo.

We need to connect with others as a human first, on a human
level, to help them understand. She also insisted that we support each other in whatever we do. We can’t bash specialty
niche markets because we are only hurting ourselves; united
we stand, divided we fall.

Sean Beres represented Waukesha
County and District
1 competing in the
first two Discussion
meet rounds on
Saturday morning.
After that, we heard
from our keynote

Sunday morning we heard from the second keynote speaker,
Chris Koch. Chris is a farmer in western Canada who was
born without arms and legs. It was encouraging and inspiring
to watch him pitch hay, drive tractor and do the other daily
activities on the farm. He truly has no limitations due to his
determination and positive outlook on life.

District 1 YFA Chair Charlie Oberhaus
tested the strength of the bridges that
members built.

At the district 1 discussion meet, Sean
Beres was selected a finalist to compete
at the YFA Conference. Sean represented
Waukesha county at the YFA Conference.

Another good quote and lesson she talked about was an old
Chinese Proverb, “If you want one year of prosperity, grow
grain. If you want 10 years of prosperity, grow trees. If you
want 100 years of prosperity, grow people.”
The afternoon consisted of breakout sessions and workshops
covering a multitude of topics including succession planning,
niche markets, hot topics in agriculture, life insurance, social
media and much more. After the breakout sessions and dinner
concluded, we were treated with some ab-aching laughs from
stand-up comedian Scott Novotny.

anyone else from doing
the same?”
Each year, friends and
families make their way
to the Kalahari Resorts in
Wisconsin Dells not only
to relax after harvest but
to reconnect with each
other, network, learn and
reignite their passion for
agriculture.
The YFA Conference
provides this breath of
fresh air to keep our
families, along with our
Farm Bureau family,
going strong. Because
after all, family is what
it’s all about.

YFA Conference attendees from
Waukesha county included: back
row (from left) Sean Beres, Charlie
Oberhaus, Nicole Dempsey; front
row (from left) Danny Gerrits; not
pictured: Jennifer Beres and Sam
Dempsey.

This year, I think the
515 YFA conference
attendees would agree that a thank you is in order for some
of the sponsors including Rural Mutual Insurance Company,
GROWMARK FS, LLC, Blains Farm & Fleet and the Farm
Report with Pam Jahnke. Thank you what you do to keep our
families, as well as Farm Bureau, growing strong.

His message and question to us was simple yet powerful, “If I
can do the things I’ve done so far in my life, what’s stopping

Waukesha County Farm Bureau Focuses on Membership

Membership Dues Increasing October 1, 2018

The membership year is October 1-September
30, and each year the county has new goals to
achieve to maintain current membership
numbers.

At the October Waukesha County annual
meeting, membership voted to increase
the county membership dues by $5. The
dues amount will increase to $55 effective
October 1, 2018. The additional $5 will
go to the Wisconsin Farm Bureau.

The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation
provides membership volunteers and county
farm bureau’s with incentives to achieve their
goals.
County Farm Bureau volunteers will receive
$20 for every new voting or associate member they sign between October 1, 2017 and
September 28, 2018. Qualifying new members must (a) have no previous Farm Bureau
membership, or (b) be more than 25 months
past their due date.
The county Farm Bureau will receive $1,000
cash award if the county Farm Bureau
reaches its new voting goal by the March 30,
2018, month-end cut-off.
Farm Bureau volunteers qualify as members
of the Farm Bureau Proud Club by signing
five or more new Farm Bureau members
during the membership year. Members of
the 2018 Farm Bureau Proud Club and their
spouse or guest will receive exclusive recognition at the December 2018 WFBF Annual
Meeting. Farm Bureau Proud Club members
also receive a commemorative pin and a special gift in recognition of their efforts.

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation

Carry Farm Bureau Down the Field
First Down: Volunteer
membership workers
who sign up at least
one new member
by January 31 will
receive Farm Bureau
microwave popcorn.
Two-point Conversion:
Volunteer membership
workers who sign up two or more new members
by February 28 will have the opportunity to autograph their district’s commemorative Farm Bureau
Proud Football that will be prominently displayed
at county and statewide meetings and awarded by
drawing to one of those who signed it at the end
of the membership year.
Field Goal: Volunteer membership workers who
sign up three or more new members by March 31
will receive a Farm Bureau Proud Knit Cap.
Touchdown: Volunteer membership workers who
sign up seven or more new members by July 31
will receive a Farm Bureau Proud Fleece to be presented at their county annual meeting.
For membership applications or more information, contact District 1 Coordinator Patti
Roden at proden@wfbf.com or 262.689.1838.

1.800.261.FARM

When you join Farm Bureau, you not only
become a member of Waukesha County
Farm Bureau, but also the Wisconsin Farm
Bureau and the American Farm Bureau.
Currently, your cost to be a Farm Bureau
member is $50. That is broken down as
follows:
• Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation = $36. This includes state activities, conducting programs and staffing.
Consumer and youth education, issue
advocacy, leadership development and
member publications are services that are
furnished with state dues.
• Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation
Services Program = $3. When county
secretaries retire, Farm Bureau offered
a services program to counties. Waukesha county is a part of this program in
which the district coordinator acts as the
county secretary. There are three portions
to the program that include administrative, financials and the newsletter
program.

www.wfbf.com

• American Farm Bureau Federation =
$4 . A
 portion of your dues are forwarded to support Farm Bureau activities at the national level. These funds
support agriculture’s voice in our nation’s
capital as well as the many programs that
AFBF has in place to educate consumers, share the message of agriculture and
provide online resources to its members.
• Accidental Death Policy = $1. Onedollar of your dues is applied toward an
accidental death insurance policy that is
a benefit of membership that covers you
as a member, your spouse and eligible
children. Coverage begins at $500 and
increases in value for the member and
spouse with each consecutive year of
membership up to $3,500.
• Waukesha County Farm Bureau = $6
This funds local events and activities.
This includes county meetings, scholarships, ag in the classroom and many
more to promote Farm Bureau and agriculture in Waukesha County.
The Waukesha County Farm Bureau dues
will be $55 effective October 1, 2018.
Anyone whose membership dues are due
on that date will receive an invoice in midAugust reflecting the increase in dues.
Thank you for being a member of the
Waukesha County Farm Bureau.

Newsletter subscription of $3 is included in Farm Bureau dues.

John Deere, That’s Who!

Waukesha County Farm Bureau Contacts:

This year’s ag in the classroom book of the year,
“John Deere, That’s Who!,” written by Tracy
Nelson Maurer and illustrated by Tim Zeltner,
provides students with inspiration to participate
in the Ag in the Classroom essay contest. Read
the book to find the answers to these questions
(answers can be found in the last paragraph).

The essays must be postmarked by April 1,
2018, and sent to the Waukesha county farm
bureau essay contest coordinator Carol Bartholomew.
Carol Bartholomew
W250S9560 Center Drive
Big Bend, WI 53103

America’s breadbasket means:
a. The different types of bread made in the
Midwest.
b. The types of containers a baker uses.
c. The wheat that is grown to make bread.
d. The area known as the ‘prairie fields of grain.’

The essays will be judged by the Waukesha
county promotion and education committee. First, second and third place winners from
Waukesha county will receive cash prizes. The first-place
county winner will compete in the district contest; the winner
at the district level will compete at the state level and awarded
with a classroom presentation.

Forge means:
a. A mountain.
b. The workplace of a blacksmith.
c. Fireplace.
d. Where a blacksmith heats the metal.

For more information, visit www.wisagclassroom.org.

Using the book of the year, “John Deere, That’s Who!,” this
year’s essay topic is: Inventions that have made agriculture
great. Students will write about inventions that have made
agriculture advance in technology, efficiency and productivity.
The essay contest is open to fourth and fifth grade students
in public schools, private schools and home school programs.
Students involved in 4-H, PALS and after school programs
are also encouraged to participate. The essay must be between
100- and 300-words in length.

In the book “John Deere, That’s Who!,” the Deere family decided to move to Moline, Illinois, so the company was
closer to the Mississippi River for better waterpower and
easier deliveries. The ‘prairie fields of grain’ became known as
America’s breadbasket. John was a young blacksmith originally
from Vermont where his forge burned to the ground and he
rebuilt it before moving to Illinois. A forge is the workplace
of a blacksmith. It also means fireplace, or hearth, where the
blacksmith heats the metal.
Happy writing to the fourth and fifth grade students in
Waukesha County.

Keep Saving Pop Tops
Pop the Top! Saving pop tabs is easy and clean. They’re
compact, with a concentration of recyclable aluminum. Unlike empty cans, they don’t need to be rinsed.
All the pop tabs that we collect go to the Ronald
McDonald House. Revenue from recycling these little
bits of aluminum helps provide a ‘home away from
home’ for families whose seriously ill children are
undergoing treatment in the Milwaukee area.

Keep saving those tabs and turn them in to Judy
Porter. In the spring, the promotion and education
committee will go to the Ronald McDonald House to
serve a meal.
If you want to go along or get more involved with the
promotion and education committee, please contact
Judy Porter at 262.363.7397.

Plan to Attend: IGNITE Conference

Playbook Available Online

Plan to attend the 2018 IGNITE Conference at the Holiday
Inn Conference Center in Stevens Point on April 5-6, 2018.
Innovate, Grow, Network, Inform, Train, Engage or IGNITE
is a statewide information, training and fun-filled member
engagement meeting for county Farm Bureau members.

The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Promotion and Education Committee has been busy collecting plays that happen at the local
level. They compiled the plays and put them together in a
‘Playbook.’

The purpose is the strengthen county leaders and Farm
Bureaus by providing programs, resources and skills to carry
out the mission of county Farm Bureaus.
More than 20 workshops following four training tracks including: governance and organization, building Farm Bureau, communicating for agriculture and Farm Bureau and policy, issues
and advocacy.

The purpose
of the ‘Playbook’ is to
provide counties with ideas
and resources
for planning county
activities and
events.
Throughout
the ‘Playbook,’ you will find activities and events for all ages,
timeframes and budgets.
Updates to the ‘Playbook’ will be made quarterly. If you have
events that you want included in the next update, submit a
play submission sheet.
To check out the Playbook, visit wfbf.com/programsevents/
promotion-and-education/playbook.

Waukesha County Farm Bureau: 877.483.3674

President, Lloyd Williams
Vice President, Thomas Oberhaus
Secretary, Ryan Brueggemann
Treasurer, David Bartholomew
Promotion and Education Chair,
Judy Porter
YFA Co-Chair, Nicole Dempsey
YFA Co-Chair, Sam Dempsey

262.646.2436
262.968.2573
414.429.5499
262.366.2366

Director, Bob Bartholomew
Director, Michael Deneen
Director, Kevin McCarthy
Director, David Morris
Director, Scott Porter
Director, James Renn
Director, Ken Rosenow
Director, Alan Runyard
Director, Robert Schuett, III
Director, Bob Stigler
Director, David Swan
Director, Ronald Williams

262.662.2782
262.853.0860
262.363.8769
262.367.3012
262.363.5925
262.367.4427
920.474.7128
262.468.4408
262.968.4348
414.378.7659
262.691.0471
262.968.3297

Waukesha County Farm Bureau
District 1 Coordinator, Patti Roden
WFBF Board Director, Dave Daniels
WFBF Promotion and Education,
George Mroch
WFBF YFA, Charlie Oberhaus
RMIC District Manager, Linda Schopen

877.483.3674
866.355.7341
262.878.5035

262.363.7397
262.719.4732
262.470.4516

262.661.4436
262.337.2448
920.723.5108

Ag Today Readers
Agriculture is everywhere! From the time we wake up in the
morning until we end our day at night, we have encountered
agriculture through the food we eat, the clothes we wear, and
the fuel we use for transportation.
Ag Today is a
great reading
supplement
for third
through fifth
grade elementary students
to learn about
agriculture.
The six issues
touch on the six themes of the National Agricultural Literacy
Outcomes that can be integrated into science, social studies,
and language arts curriculum. Each reader provides realworld connections to STEM and makes learning relevant for
students in becoming agriculturally literate.
The issue titles are:
• Agriculture is Everywhere
• Food, Health and Lifestyle
• Agriculture and the Environment
• Culture, Society, Economy and Geography
• Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
(STEM)
• Plants and Animals for Food, Fiber and Energy
Ag Today Readers come in a set with one Educator Guide
and 25 student guides. They are $5 per packet. They may also
be downloaded for free from the Ag in the Classroom website
at www.agclassroom.org/student/agtoday.cfm.

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/waukesha

