
Outstanding scholars, farmers and agribusi-
ness professionals from across the county were 
recognized April 13 at the 61st annual Out-
standing Young Farmer and Friends of Sha-
wano County Agriculture Awards ceremony, 
held at The Main Event in Cecil.

Despite the weather, more than 110 support-
ers came out to recognize the work of friends 
and neighbors, as the Outstanding Young 
Farmer, Tree Farmer of the Year, Soil and 
Water Conservation Farmer, Second Miler, 

and Friend of Agriculture awards were handed 
out, as well as agriculture scholarships sup-
ported by the Shawano County Farm Bureau 
and Shawano County Forage Council. 

Award winners are selected from nominations 
from the community, as well as the county’s 
Department of Natural Resources foresters 
and Land Conservation staff and committee.

Noting their dedication to their farm motto

“Faith, Family, Farming,” Seth and Nicole 
Berg were recognized as this year’s Shawano 
County Outstanding Young Farmer. 

The Bergs own and operate Seth’s Crops and 
Shop, a diversified dairy farm that includes, 
custom raising heifers, raising beef steers, 
cropping grains and forages and custom forage 
harvesting, along with milking 160 dairy cows 
in partnership with a neighbor. 

Along with the farm, the Bergs and their 
six children, are active in their church, 4-H, 
school activities, Shawano County Forage 
Council and the Northeast Wisconsin 
Technical College Advisory Board.

Paul and Ann Drzewiecki were recognized as 
the Tree Farmers of the Year for their efforts 
to expand and improve their forests. Since 
1988, the Drzewiecki’s have been engaged in 
tree planting, targeted thinnings and managed 
harvests to improve timber stands. 

With an eye for wildlife, they also have sup-
ported wildlife scrape creations, invasive spe-
cies control efforts and are participants in a 
Coverts Project (education project) with the 
Ruffed Grouse Society.

Dale and Kathy Kropp were named this year’s 

Shawano County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Farmers. In addition to custom raising 
heifers and cow-calf pairs, the Kropps also 
raise steers in the Town of Maple Grove.

Over the years, the Kropps have made several 
improvements to their land and farmstead 
through the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program, Conservation Stewardship Program 
and Conservation Reserve Program.

For his years of dedicated service, going above 
and beyond for Shawano County farmers, 
Carl Hoffman was recognized as the ‘Second 
Miler.’ 

Dick Smith was posthumously awarded this 
year’s Friend of Shawano County Agriculture 
Award. As a farmer, seed dealer and active 
leader in local government, Dick went above 
and beyond to support farmers and their
families across the county.

In addition to the above award recipients, 
Jordan Antone, Callie Boyles, Emma Magee, 
Kaitlin Pescinski, Benjamin Schmidt and 
Colin Wussow, were recognized as the 2018 
Shawano County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
winners and Colin Wussow was recognized as 
the 2018 Shawano County Forage Council 
Scholarship recipient.

By Jamie Patton 

Non Profit
Organization
US Postage 

PAID
Platteville, WI 53818

Permit No. 124
Address Service Requested

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation

PO Box 5550      Madison, WI  53705

MAY 2018

Shawano County Farm Bureau

SHAWANO COUNTY FARM BUREAU EDITION

Outstanding Farmers and Agribusiness Professionals Recognized at Shawano County Ag Awards Banquet 

The Shawano County ag awards recipients.

# 1 FARM INSURER

THANK YOU

Rural Mutual Agent in Shawano Co:

Chuck McDaniel, District Manager - (920) 572-9122

(715) 803-4030

Ben Albrecht  and Brian Deffner



COUNTYnews

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

MAY 2018

SHAWANO COUNTY FARM BUREAU EDITION

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/shawanoShawano County Farm Bureau: 877.583.4438

2018 Shawano County Brunch on the Farm By Christa Hoffman

The 35th annual Shawano County Brunch on the Farm is slated for 
Sunday, June 24, at Wagner Farms, Inc., in the Township of Green 
Valley.

Once again, a delicious breakfast of eggs, sausage, cheese, cinnamon 
bread and ice cream sundaes will be served. Family fun and agri-
cultural education will be available throughout the day with farm 
tours, children’s games, live music and more.

With good weather the committee expects up to 5,000 attendees to 
make the trek to the Shawano/Oconto county line to see the 
Wagner’s dairy. They milk 665 cows and manage 1,100 acres of 
alfalfa, corn and corn silage for animal feed. 

The brunch gets a running start with a Dairy Dash 5K Run/Walk 
beginning at 7:30 a.m. Registration is available online and the 
day of the event. Sign up by June 1 for a t-shirt with registration. 
Church service is at 8 a.m. and brunch is served from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

The theme for education at this year’s brunch is, ‘People. Animals. 
Environment.’ Three things that the host family takes seriously 
within their own farm.

Throughout the day attendees will see the interaction among the 
farmer, land and animals working together to create a productive, 
modern dairy farm.
 
The Wagner family is a fourth and fifth generation farm with own-
ers Hank and Pam passing the farm on to son Shawn and his wife 
Crystal and daughter Laura and her husband Tyler. All members of 
the family are involved with the farm day-to-day operations and are 
assisting the committee with planning. 

Brunch on the Farm: At a Glance:
Date and time: Sunday, June 24, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Dairy Dash: 7:30 a.m. 
Location: Wagner Farms, Inc., N6928 County Road BB
                    Oconto Falls

Shawano County Students Attend FFA Farm Forum 

Shawano FFA members: (from left) Raquel 
Riemer, Shantel Schoepke, Eli Magee and 
McKenzie Trinko attended WFBF’s FFA Farm 
Forum. The students were sponsored by 
Shawano County Farm Bureau.

Shawano FFA members were among the 
nearly 200 high school students who attended 
the Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s FFA Farm 
Forum in Wisconsin Rapids on February 
16-17. 
 
“This event is a great partnership between 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau and Wisconsin FFA,” 
said Jim Holte, Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Federation President. “Young ag leaders who 
attend this event participate in professional 
development activities and are able to net-
work with their peers and Farm Bureau staff.” 
 
During the two-day event at Hotel Mead, 
FFA members attended workshops that 

covered topics including post-high school 
agricultural opportunities, social media, agri-
culture advocacy and leadership.
 
Joining Holte as keynote speakers at the event 
were Mariah Martin, UW-Madison Colle-
giate Farm Bureau member along with Glen 
Schraufnagel, Wisconsin Cooperative Educa-
tional Service Agency (CESA) 10 Consultant.

The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation 
sponsors FFA Farm Forum in cooperation 
with the Wisconsin Association of FFA. This 
year’s FFA Farm Forum marks the 46th time 
the event has been hosted for Wisconsin 
youth.
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Brunch host family: 2018 Brunch on the Farm host family(from left):Tyler 
and Laura Raatz, Pam and Hank Wagner, Crystal, Shawn and Jackson 
Wagner.

Members of the Brunch on the Farm committee visited the Wagner’s 
farm in April to see the site in order to plan the layout of the event that 
will take place June 24.



The 5th annual Dairy Dash and 
Stroll 5K Run/Walk will be held 
in conjunction with the Shawano 
County Brunch on the Farm at 
Wagner Farms, Inc., N6928 County 
Road BB, in Oconto Falls on 
Sunday, June 24.

This course will be held on the 
farm, so it will consist of a trail, off-
road course on rolling terrain. We 
encourage people of all ages to join 
us in this fun and unique event. 
Participants will enjoy some scenic 
views of the dairy farm including 
barns, dairy cows, wooded areas, 
crop fields and other events at the 
Brunch on the Farm.

After the 5K Run/Walk participants 
will receive a free ticket for a hearty 

farm breakfast. After the race, par-
ticipants can enjoy other events that 
Shawano County Brunch on the 
Farm has to offer.

All race event proceeds will be 
donated to the Shawano Area 
Food Pantry and Resource Center. 
Last year we donated more than 
$1,400 to SAFPARC and we hope 
to surpass that this year. Come and 
support a great cause that works to 
provide sustainable food to those in 
our local communities.
 
For more information, visit the 
Shawano County Farm Bureau 
Facebook page. Be sure to ‘like’ our 
page to stay updated on the latest 
information involving the 5K Run/
Walk as well as many other events 
involving the Brunch on the Farm. 

We hope to see you there. Registra-
tion links have been updated on 
Active.com and Running in the 
USA. Here is the link for advance 
registration: www.active.com/
oconto-falls-wi/running/trail-heads/
dairy-dash-and-stroll-5k-run-
walk-2018.

Politics 
are alive 
and well in 
D.C. Heidi 
Pettis from 
the WFBF 
Leadership 
Institute 
class XI did 
a great job 

meeting with legislators.

The conversations were relevant to 
the agriculture commodity prices. 
We have a lot to get done with the 
farm bill. This is the time to put 
our best foot forward and tell our 
story of agriculture to everyone. We 
are the voice of the industry and it 
needs to be heard now more than 
ever.

This is a new environment now 
with tariffs from President Trump 
on steel, NAFTA renegotiations 

and China's backlash on U.S. 
agriculture. We are a general farm 
organization and it’s time for our 
grassroots membership to bring the 
commodity groups together to find 
that unified voice for agriculture.

The District 7 leaders training 
was great. Thank you to the new 
and seasoned board members who 
showed up. A special thanks to 
Director of Training and Leader-
ship Wendy Kannel and District 7 
Coordinator Wes Raddatz for a job 
well done.

It has been a busy beginning to 
2018 for me with WFBF, I am 
continuing to stay in contact with 
the counties in District 7. So please 
stay in contact with me if you need 
anything.

Adam Kuczer
WFBF District 7 Board of Director

This year we received 20 essay contest entries from the 
St. Paul Lutheran School fourth grade students. This 
year’s topic was, ‘Inventions that have made agriculture 
great’ in keeping with the theme of the current Ag in the 
Classroom book of the year, “John Deere, That’s Who!”

The Shawano County Farm Bureau women’s committee 
did the judging at the April meeting and selected Grace 
Titler as the 2018 winner.

The second place winner was Allison Zernicke and the 
third place winner was Juliana Jacobs. Grace received a 
John Deere t-shirt and her class got a copy of the book 
of the year and an ice cream social.

Grace Titler’s winning essay:
Inventions that have made agriculture great

Farming started thousands of years ago, and over 
the years people have been trying to make agriculture 
great and easier with inventions like tractors that are 
usually used to pull vehicles, plows to turn or break 
up soil, sprayers that put fertilizer on crops and a hay 
baler is used to cut and rake up hay and turn it into 
hay bales. Here is one of the machines that I am going 
to write about – it is called a combine. 

A combine is maybe the largest piece of equipment, 
and probably the easiest and fastest. The operator sits 
at the top with full length windows with a great view 
and comfortable seats.

The combine was made in America by Hiram Moore 
in 1834. At first they were pulled by horses and other 
animals. By 1835, Moore built a version of the model. 
By 1860, the combine harvester was made and was 
used on farms.

The modern combine is a machine to harvest a lot of 
different kinds of crops such as soybeans, corn, and 
wheat by cutting the crops and making it into flour 
for bread and other foods we eat. The name comes from 
its combining three types of harvesting – reaping to 
cut crops, threshing to take away the grain from the 
stalk, and winnowing to take away grain from the 
dry part on seeds – into one machine.

I do not live on a farm, but today farms are a lot 
bigger because of machines like combines. I am so 
grateful for milk to drink and food to eat and it’s all 
because of hard working farmers who harvest the food 
for my family and other families around the world.
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Ag in the Classroom Report By Angie Schultz

The St. Paul Lutheran School in Bonduel fourth grade class 
was treated to an ice cream social by the Shawano County 
Farm Bureau women’s committee as a reward for the entire 
class entering the Ag in the Classroom essay contest.

Shawano County Ag in the Classroom essay contest winner Grace Titler (front row, center) with her fourth grade classmates 
at St. Paul Lutheran School in Bonduel.

District 7 Director’s Report 

Dairy Dash and Stroll 5K Run/Walk 
By Ashley Schugel

President’s Report 
There are a lot of things happening in Farm Bureau now and 
in the next few months, the Ag in the Classroom essay con-
test, Brunch on the Farm, Dairy Dash 5K and SunDrop Dayz 
to name a few.

Many of them are highlighted in other articles in this newslet-
ter, so I hope you’ll take note of the details.

Time to pick on my heritage. 

Ole was cutting a hole in the ice for ice fishing. A booming 
voice from the skies said, “There are no fish.” Ole moved to a 
different spot and cut again. 

The voice repeated, “There are no fish here.”

“Is dat you God?” asked Ole.
“No,” said the voice. “I am the rink manager.”

Neal Christianson
Shawano County Farm Bureau president

Round up the family and hit the trail at 
the Dairy Dash and Stroll 5K Run/Walk.
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County Leaders Attend WFBF’s IGNITE Conference By Skye Breitrick

(from left) Neil Christianson, Scott and Skye Breitrick, Secretary of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection Sheila Harsdorf and 
WFBF President Jim Holte at the IGNITE Conference.

Skye Breitrick attends a breakout session at the IGNITE Conference 
in Stevens Point.

WFBF Leadership Institute Report 
By Neil Christianson

I want to report on the WFBF Leadership Institute class of 
2018. It has been quite a journey for me so far only being half 
way completed.

It starts with learning your individual strengths and building 
on those. Farm Bureau has an excellent staff who have helped 
in media training and teaching us to advocate for agricul-
ture. The people I have met in this class are from around the 
state and will be life-long friends for sure. We have learned so 
much from each other and Farm Bureau staff.

I would recommend anybody wanting to have a positive 
learning experience to consider signing up for future institute 
classes. If you are interested, please contact me or District 7 
Coordinator Wes Raddatz. I want to thank Shawano County 
Farm Bureau for sponsoring me this year.

Humor Corner
By Wes Raddatz, District 7 Coordinator

What do bees do with their honey? They cell it.

There’s a difference between knowledge and wisdom. 
Knowledge is knowing that a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is 
knowing you shouldn’t include it in a fruit salad.

What’s the most popular name for lawyers to name their 
daughter? Sue

Don’t read this Humor Corner article to one of your cows. 
She might laugh so hard that milk would come out of her 
nose!

Shawano SunDrop Dayz Dairy Promotion 
By Ashley Schugel 

On April 5-6, Wisconsin Farm Bureau and Rural Mutual 
Insurance Company hosted their first IGNITE Conference at 
the Holiday Inn Conference Center in Stevens Point.

It started with a luncheon followed by keynote speaker Matt 
Rush, whose topic was, ‘There’s A Snake in My Bumper!’ That 
afternoon there were a variety of breakout sessions. One of 
the sessions I attended was called, “Who’s Going to Fill Your 
Shoes?” by Wendy Kannel. We talked about how to get more 
involved with our county’s Farm Bureau Board and who will 
take your place once you leave.

The dinner entertainment was a comedian Damian Mason, 
America’s funniest agricultural humorist. He is well known 
for his great Bill Clinton impersonations. He had us laughing 
uncontrollably. Later, that evening there was a casino night for 
those who were interested.

On Friday, there was a breakfast buffet with Secretary of Agri-

culture, Trade and Consumer Protection Sheila Harsdorf, who 
talked about Wisconsin’s agricultural outlook for the future.

Afterwards, additional breakout sessions were offered. My 
favorite was the, ‘Ignite a Spark in your County YFA Program,’ 
by the YFA member panel. They provided ideas for different 
activities we could do with our county YFA members and how 
to spark the interest of more YFA members to participate.

Finally there was the closing lunch and speaker Matt Lohr, 
who talked about how the agricultural industry can be full of 
wonderful blessings and tremendous challenges.

Overall, I felt the IGNITE Conference was a very informative 
event for the 200 plus individuals who attended looking for 
ideas to better their county Farm Bureaus. The next IGNITE 
Conference will be held March 26-27, 2020, at the Madison 
Marriott West.

Farm Strong Event Provides 
Meals to 30 Area Farms 

Shawano County Farm Bureau will help the city of Shawano kick 
off the start of summer by promoting dairy products during the 
second annual SunDrop Dayz held June 1-2.

This two-day outdoor music festival hopes to draw crowds to down-
town Shawano through a variety of activities including live bands, 
kid’s activities, food vendors and a 5K Run/Walk.

Shawano County Farm Bureau was selected as one of a limited 
number of food vendors as it plans to serve ice cream floats mixed 
with Sundrop from their Little Red Barn food stand.

Farm Bureau members and the Shawano FFA will be working 
together to promote healthy, tasty dairy products and interact with 
consumers during what is sure to be a highly-attended community 
event.

By Christa Hoffman

Kellie Zahn, middle, organized Farm Strong event and is 
seen here delivering a meal to Triple D Dairy of Clintonville.

Shawano County Farm Bureau board member Kellie 
Zahn organized a #FarmStrong event to make meals for 
farmers whose barns had been damaged from the heavy 
April winter storm. 

It was a community-based event that brought meals to 
30 farmers. In less than one week more than $2,500 was 
raised to cover the cost of meals and make donations 
to local fire departments that responded to farmers in 
need.

Congratulations and thanks to Kellie and others who 
helped on spearheading an event that provided support 
to farmers in our community.


