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Adams County Farm Bureau

IN  WISCONSIN ,  WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  SAY

FROM  THE    # 1 FARM INSURER

THANK YOU
FOR  YOUR  SUPPORT  AND  LOYALTY !

Rural Mutual Agent in Adams Co:

James Wehinger 

(608) 339-6844

David Meihak, District Manager - (715) 630-4801

Approximately 40 members attended 
the District 5 Policy Development 
meeting that was held on July 30 at 
the Krentz Family Dairy farm near 
Berlin. Senior Director of Gov-
ernmental Relations Rob Richard 
attended the meeting and helped lead 
the policy discussion.

The following resolutions were approved at the Adams 
County Farm Bureau annual meeting held on October 
18. The resolutions will be reviewed by the WFBF Policy 
Development Committee. 

Local and State
Land Use
1.  We oppose local governments from being able to declare 

productive farm land blighted in order to take it by 
eminent domain and turn it over to a private developer. 
Land Use - Eminent Domain

National and Federal
Dairy
1.  We support the development of a national dairy supply 

management program unique to the United States that, 
while balancing supply and improving milk quality stan-
dards will still allow for beginning farmers to enter agri-
culture. We support a program that is tiered in which 
the largest farms shoulder more of the supply reduction 
burden when needed. Consideration should be made 
that allotments should not carry a trade value, like 
former tobacco allotments. We support such a program 

that would also focus on the transportation of milk and 
milk products to ensure that deficit areas have readily 
available product. We support a coordinated effort with 
other farm organizations concerning our federal dairy 
policy. Dairy - Supply Management

2.  We oppose cooperatives, processors or procurers of a 
farmer’s milk from instituting base excess programs that 
penalize a farmer for increasing production without 
extra compensation for maintaining base. (These pro-
grams have the negative of a quota system without any 
reward of the quota system for the farmer, all the benefit 
falls to the purchaser). Dairy

3.  We support offering whole milk in school lunch pro-
grams including the choice of white and flavored milk. 
Dairy - School Milk

Kay Olson-Martz, Jeff Huber and Josh Huber will serve as 
delegates to the WFBF Annual Meeting in December.

Grassroots in Action: District Policy Meeting Bulas on Front Cover of WFBF Rural Route
Have you checked out the latest copy of the WFBF Rural Route 
magazine? If not, make sure you do. Long-time Adams County Farm 
Bureau members Gary and Lynda Bula made the front cover. 

Check out the great article about their family’s potato and vegetable 
farm. 
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Adams County Farm Bureau Hosts Annual Meeting

Amy Sue Vruwink, Congressional 
Aide for Congressman Ron Kind 
gave an update on federal legisla-
tive issues facing agriculture. 

State Representative Joan Ball-
weg addressed state legislative 
issues during the Adams County 
Farm Bureau annual meeting. 

District 5 YFA Chair Sally Turpin 
from Juneau County gave an 
update on District YFA activities 
and events.

District 5 Board of Director Kevin 
Krentz spoke to members during 
the Adams County Farm Bureau 
annual meeting. 

Members from the Adams-Friendship FFA Chapter gave an update on 
FFA Chapter events and activities. 

Approximately 40 members attended the Adams County Farm 
Bureau annual meeting held October 18 at the Grand Marsh Com-

munity Center in Grand Marsh. Members voted on board of direc-
tors, delegates, proposed reinstated county by-laws and resolutions.
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Farm Bureau members can get 
items ready to donate or be 
ready to bid at the Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau Annual Meeting 
WFB Foundation Silent Auc-
tion. Due to the generosity of 
members, county Farm Bureau 
programs, businesses and spon-
sors, a large selection of items 
will be offered again this year. 
Bidding starts at 12 noon on 

Saturday and will end Sunday night before the Award’s Program. 

If you want to donate, forms can be downloaded at wfbf.com/aboutwfbf/
foundation/silentauction.

We ask that all items be new items. If you are bringing a gift certificate or gift 
card, please make a copy. The copy will be on the bidding table and the buyer 
will receive the original upon check out. Please send the donation form to the 
WFBF office by November 23, bidding sheets can be made in advance and 
will save you time checking in. Items can be brought to the Kalahari Resorts 
to save postage and chance of damage in shipment.

Donate to WFB Foundation Silent Auction
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President’s Message

District Coordinator is Farm Bureau Proud
As a district coordinator, I use the Farm 
Bureau Proud logo a lot when design-
ing event invites and promoting county 
events. As I was preparing for county 
annual meetings this fall and using 
the logo, it got me wondering, “Why 
am I Farm Bureau Proud?” It didn’t 
take me long to come up with several 
reasons why!

I am Farm Bureau Proud because …
     • With more than 46,000 members, Farm Bureau is the largest general 
farm organization in Wisconsin. 
     • We have 61 active county Farm Bureaus that meet regularly and conduct 
local activities that promote agriculture.
     • Our Young Farmer and Agriculturist program offers a unique opportu-
nity for members age 18-35 to network and participate in award contests. 
     • Our Ag in the Classroom program offers resources for teachers and local 
volunteers to teach agriculture in the classroom. 
     • Many of our members have graduated from the WFBF Leadership Insti-
tute, which has allowed participants to improve their personal leadership skills 
and take on leadership roles in their local community. 
     • Farm Bureau continues to be the “Voice of Agriculture” through our 
grassroots process of developing legislative policy. 

But most importantly, I’m Farm Bureau proud because of YOU, our members. 
As a district coordinator the biggest highlight of my job is working one on one 
with our dedicated volunteers that make our organization the success that it is.

As you read this, it is a great time for each of you to also answer this question: 
Why are you Farm Bureau proud? I encourage you let family and friends 
know your answer, and if they are not already, ask them to consider becoming 
part of the Farm Bureau family. Thank you for being Farm Bureau Proud!

Becky Hibicki
District 5 Coordinator

YFA Members Compete in District Discussion Meet
The District 5 Discussion Meet contest was held 
August 20 at the Marquette County UW-Extension 
Office in Montello. Four YFA members participated 
in the discussion meet. Following the contest, Fond 
du Lac County YFA member Nate Zimdars gave a 
presentation on his one-year abroad experience work-
ing on a dairy cooperative in Senegal. 

Jenny Leahy and Nate Zimdars from Fond du Lac 
County and Natasha Paris from Green Lake County 
qualified to represent the district at the Discussion 
Meet contest to be held at the WFBF Annual Meeting 
and YFA Conference November 30–December 2 at 
Kalahari Resorts and Conventions in Wisconsin Dells. 

(from left): Jenny Leahy, Nate Zimdars, Lynn Dickman and Natasha Paris. 
YFA member Nate Zimdars shared 
about his experience in Senegal. 

Our Farm Bureau year goes 
from September of each year 
to the following September. I 
want to touch on a few things 
and yes, ‘BRAG’ about your 
Farm Bureau, for our work 
during our 2017-2018 Farm 
Bureau year.

We did not raise our county 
dues. We kept our dues at $50 
for a year, instead of increas-

ing to $55. This means that instead of getting $9 back from 
the WFBF to run our programs, beginning in October, we 
now will only get $4 per member. That is why it is so impor-
tant that we get new members each year and retain our cur-
rent members. Following are a few examples of how we spend 
our money and your portion of the dues.

Ag in the Classroom: We were involved in the essay con-
test for fourth and fifth grade students. We had 142 essays, 
which was 100 percent of the fourth and fifth grade students 
we teach Ag in the Classroom. Members attended the WFBF 
Annual Meeting in December of 2017 and displayed one 
of our Ag in the Classroom projects about vermiculture and 
composting. 

We also sponsored many FFA and 4-H activities. We gave 
scholarships to graduating seniors. We have sponsored events 
including: Youth leadership activities and Ag Day on the 
Farm. We sponsored our 4-H and FFA youth at the Adams 

County Fair and the Adams County Livestock Show. Each 
year we have added to our RAC News Program but this year 
the program ended as there was no teacher that took over 
the program to help the students on a weekly basis. This was 
our last year since the school district has closed Roche-A-Cri 
School. Because of this closing we have picked up Coloma 
Elementary School, which has never had an Ag in the Class-
room program. 

The committee looks forward to this new Ag in the Class-
room teaching opportunity. We taught second and third grade 
students about conifers and Earth Day. We also do a program 
that we call, ‘Ag in and out of the Classroom.’ We work with 
4-H, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and other youth groups teaching 
them about conifers and then they each get to make a wreath 
and swag. We helped with the greenhouse at AFE School 
and helped to make it handicap accessible. This program will 
close because of the changing and closing of schools in our 
school district. We will be honored for our work at the WFBF 
Annual Meeting in December.

Board of Directors and Women’s Committee: We partici-
pated in Grocery Bingo helping to inform the public of Food 
Check-Out Day. Members helped at the Adams County Fair 
in the ice cream stand.

We did not make our voting goals or gains this year. We 
depend on this extra money to help with our programs. We 
missed out on the bonuses of $1,800. WFBF sets a goal of 20 
new members each year. We need to work harder next year. 

If you know of someone who wants to be a Farm Bureau 
member, please contact a board member and we will help you 
sign that person up. 

I congratulate those who helped sign new members or showed 
the benefits a Farm Bureau membership has to offer. I also 
thank those who paid their dues on time. This is the biggest 
plus. I want to thank Rural Mutual Insurance agent Jim
Wehinger, for his support and assistance in trying to meet our 
goals. There are great benefits that come with a Farm Bureau 
membership. Check out those savings.

We have started our new year with Ag in the Classroom and 
Ag out of the Classroom. I believe we have an exciting year 
ahead. Every time we see students outside of the classroom, 
they are eagerly asking when we are coming again. Visit our 
Facebook page, Adams County Farm Bureau, Wisconsin, for 
monthly updates. 

On November 4, Farm Bureau sponsored the 4-H Key Award 
for the 43rd year. I was honored to present it to this year’s 
recipient Austin Meinhardt. This award is given to a 4-H 
member exhibiting outstanding leadership, community ser-
vice, projects, activities, personal development and mentoring 
during their 4-H involvement. 

I am looking forward to another great year in Farm Bureau. If 
you have questions, please contact me.

Kay Olson-Martz
Adams County Farm Bureau president
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Adams County Farm Bureau Contacts:Adams County Ag in the Classroom Update
Adams County Farm Bureau Ag in 
the Classroom volunteers part-
nered with the Adams County 
Land and Water Department dur-
ing the annual Conservation Day 
held on October 17. 

All of the fifth grade students in 
the Adams-Friendship School Dis-
trict attended this one-day event. 

Adams County also is conduct-

ing a county Ag in the Classroom 
essay contest on going to a farmers’ 
market. 

If you want more information 
about the Adams County Ag in 
the Classroom essay contest, please 
contact Kay Olson-Martz.

The 2018-2019 Adams County Farm Bureau board of directors: (from left) Gary Bula, Jeff 
Huber, Kay Olson-Martz, Richard Grabarski, Dick Huber (retired from board) and Bruce 
Marti; not included in the photo are Lynda Bula, Ethan Olson, Joe Seis and Eric Wallendal.

Adams County Farm Bureau Board of Directors


