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District 2 News

District 2 Leaders Meeting Engages Top Leaders
By Arch Morton, Jr., District 2
Director

Our fifth annual
District 2 Leaders
Meeting was held
on February 4 at the
Wisconsin Farm Bureau
Federation office in
Madison. Everyone
enjoyed pizza, sponsored by Insight FS, as
they arrived. The program began with a brief
welcome and self-introductions by participants.
Our first presenter was Wendy Kannel,
WFBF Director or Training and Leadership
Development, who coordinates the Young
Farmer and Agriculturist (YFA) program,
overseas the Collegiate Farm Bureau chapters
and organizes the WFBF Leadership Institute.

Her topic, From Volun’tears’ to Volun’cheers’
was an interactive and fun activity. Getting
more involved in your county Farm Bureau
can be a very fun, interesting and rewarding
experience.
After a short break, we moved into the final
portion of the event, a panel discussion.
At the WFBF Annual Meeting this past
December, District 2 received three of the eight
County Activities of Excellence awards. That
is awesome, considering that there are nine
districts in the state.
The panel was made up of three members.
Each of them, along with other members of
their county Farm Bureau, were instrumental in
planning and carrying out their event. Carmen
Montgomery of Green County discussed
Rural Safety Day for fifth-grade students. Julie
Sweney informed us about the Dodge County

Membership Picnic. Mike Duerst of Dane
County talked about the Farm Safety Day for
first responders.
All three of these were very successful events.
Panel members did an excellent job conveying
the program to the rest of the participants. It’s
always great to share ideas of what one county is
doing that may work well in another county.
Thank you to Wendy for your interesting
presentation. Thanks to Carmen, Julie and
Mike for serving on our panel and sharing your
thoughts from those successful events. And
thanks to Ben Huber and Insight FS for the
pizza.
It’s so awesome how the members of the
six county Farm Bureaus in District 2 work
together, collaborate, support each other and
have fun together. We should be very proud of
District 2.

Dane County Farm Bureau board members Sam Skemp,
Mike Duerst and Dennis Jesberger worked on an activity
about volunteer engagement.

The District 2 Leaders Meeting engaged board members
in February 2019.

Panel members Carmen Montgomery (Green), Julie
Sweney (Dodge) and Mike Duerst (Dane) shared their
county programs.

Rock County Farm Bureau members Arch Morton Jr.,
Emily Johnson and Jill Uhe discussed Farm Bureau
involvement.

Board members included (from left): Karen Reisinger and
Galen Alwin from Sauk County Farm Bureau; Tess Zettle,
Scott Timm, Amy Silver, Carmen Montgomery and Ben
Huber from Green County Farm Bureaus. They received
an event planning guide as part of the training.

Wendy Kannel, WFBF Director of Training and Leadership
Development, implemented a hands-on training, From
Volun’tears’ to Volun’cheers’
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Plain Student Wins District 2 Essay Contest
Phoebe Butteris, a fourth-grade student from Plain, is the District 2 winner of the
Ag in the Classroom essay contest. Wisconsin fourth- and fifth-grade students were
asked to write a 100- to 300-word essay with the theme, ‘Making it happen at the
farmers’ market.’
Phoebe is the daughter of Dennis and Emily Butteris. Jill Johnson is her teacher at
Saint Luke’s School in Sauk County.
Each year the Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom program hosts an essay
contest revolving around food and agriculture. This contest is open to fourth- and
fifth-grade students across the state. A total of 2,064 students wrote essays for the
competition, which is sponsored by the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation and We
Energies.
The finalist from each of Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s nine districts received a
certificate, educational resources for their teacher and a presentation about Wisconsin
agriculture for their class.

Sauk County Farm Bureau received a total of 159 essays and had the winning District 2 essay. Phoebe
Butteris is pictured with her parents Dennis and Emily Butteris, two younger brothers and Sauk
County Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom chair Nancy Liegel.

District 2 Represented at
Council of Presidents
Rock County Farm Bureau essay contest winners attended Roosevelt Elementary School. Mylee
McLean is the first-place winner, Joshua Silverio placed second and Emily Paulsen placed third; (from
left): teacher Jennifer Nowotny, Sheila Everhart (Rock County Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom chair),
Mylee McLean (first place), Joshua Silverio (second place), Emily Paulsen (third place) and teacher
Carmen Dekok. Rock County Farm Bureau received a total of 54 essays this year.
Green County Farm Bureau received
89 essays. Green County essay contest
winners read their winning essays
during the Green County Breakfast on
the Farm (from left): Craig Kamholz,
JMB Insurance Group, LLC (sponsor),
Austin Funk (third place essay
winner), Tess Zettle (essay contest
coordinator), Andrew Wells (second
place essay winner); not pictured: Tyler
Constantini (first place essay winner).
Winners received a plaque sponsored
by JMB Insurance Group, LLC and the
book of the year “Fresh Picked Poetry”
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District 2 was represented during the WFBF Council of Presidents held
in Madison on March 19-20; (from Left): Roger Hildebrandt (Dodge
County president), Arch Morton Jr. (District 2 Director), Sam Skemp
(Dane County vice president), Cal Dalton (Columbia County
president), Mike Turner (Sauk County president) and Jill Uhe (Rock
County president).
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AFBF Fusion Conference
By Katie Lux, UW-Platteville Collegiate Farm Bureau member

On March 15-18, I attended the 2019
American Farm Bureau Federation Fusion
Conference. While at the conference I attended
many breakout sessions including: There’s an
app for that, Amazon’s impact on American
agriculture and Ag careers, a perfect fit for
educational outreach.
During the session, There’s an app for that, I
learned about agriculture apps that farmers use
to better run their farms, look for equipment to
buy and discuss problems with other farmers in
the area and worldwide to seek advice.
Amazon’s impact on American agriculture
was an eye opener. With Amazon fresh coming
to many larger cities and Amazon grocery stores
coming to a town near you and how that will
impact farmers. With Amazon controlling the
majority of the online shopping market, they are
now introducing Amazon fresh to larger cities.
This is where you can order any food item that
they have and pick it up at an Amazon fresh
location near you. They also are doing electronic
grocery stores around the nation. You simply
walk in with your phone and it scans the items
that you are taking and adds them to your
Amazon account for you to pay later.
Ag careers a perfect fit for education outreach,
during this session I learned how young children
portray the agriculture field and the careers that

Jim Morris, a former MLB baseball player, now an
inspirational speaker, spoke at the AFBF FUSION
Conference about the hardships he went through and
how he overcame them to get to where he is today.

are in it.
Most young children think that a career in
agriculture is just being a farmer. I learned how
educators and clubs can create an outreach
to young people and educate them on all the
careers that are available in agriculture. While
attending that session I played Plinko and
pretended to be a young student and then I
learned what other career options I would have.
The sessions were a great learning experience,
but it wasn’t just learning. I got to listen to Jim
Morris, Redmond Ramos and Paul Long talk
about their inspirational stories.
Jim Morris talked about his career in Major
League Baseball. He started out young and
left his baseball career at the age of 26 and got
back in at the age of 35. You might know Jim
Morris as the star from the movie, The Rookie.
He talked about what was real in the movie
and how his life really was impacted by young

students and how his life changed after he got
back into baseball.
Redmond Ramos, Google him and you’ll see
he was one of the contestants on The Amazing
Race. Redmond is an army war hero, who
stepped on an improvised explosive device and
lost his left leg. Redmond talked about his time
overseas at battle and what got him through it.
Many people would give up after losing a leg
but that didn’t stop him, it pushed him to do
bigger and better things. Redmond never gave
up faith or hope during his journey and sees his
leg as a blessing not a problem.
Paul Long is an inspirational speaker who
has not gone through anything life threating or
something that had made him very famous. He
started speaking because of a little boy named
Noah. Noah was diagnosed with a rare form
of cancer, Ewing Sarcoma, at the age of six.
Paul met Noah and decided he needed to do
something to help. Noah underwent a lot of
treatment, which meant a lot of Band-Aids, that
got Paul thinking, so he started Noah’s Bandage
Project, where people can donate any types of
Band-Aids to children’s hospitals around the
world. More than one million Band-Aids and
dollars have been raised in Noah’s honor.
At the end of the conference, I walked away
with a better knowledge of the agriculture
industry and with friendships that will last a
lifetime with people from across the U.S.

Students Sponsored to
Attend FFA Farm Forum

Dane County Farm Bureau sponsored FFA members to
participate in the FFA Farm Forum held in February.
Wisconsin Heights FFA members (Jenna Meili, Jared
Mickelson, Jenna Ziegler and Katie Vosburg) and Belleville
FFA members (Brenna Meier and Ellie Gentilli) presented
on their experience participating in FFA Farm Forum and
thanked the board for their sponsorship during their April
board meeting.
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Every Farmers Dream Tour
By Emily Johnson, District 2 YFA Representative

Every Farmer’s Dream 3.0: Tillage, Tours
and Tastings, was a great success. We had 36
Farm Bureau members travel to Sauk County to
participate in an eventful tour day.
We started with a tour of McFarlane
Manufacturing Company, Inc., where we

learned about the products they make from
tillage tools to industrial beams for large
structures. A tour wouldn’t be complete without
cheese, so we stopped at Carr Valley Cheese
Store to sample some locally-produced cheese.
We enjoyed a pizza lunch with a side of
custard donated by Culver’s at Compeer
Financial. We finished our day with a tour and

Thirty-six members enjoyed Every Farmers Dream 3.0: Tillage, Tours and Tastings across Sauk County on February 9.

Members enjoyed a variety of cheese tastings during
their visit to Carr Valley Cheese store.

McFarlane Manufacturing Company, Inc., provided an
educational tour of the manufacturing facility. Members
learned about the process of making tillage tools and
industrial beams for large structures.

wine tasting at Wollersheim Winery, one of
Wisconsin’s oldest.
Thank you to our generous sponsors for
helping us host this event and to our members
who attended.
Look for details about Every Farmer’s Dream
4.0 coming soon.

Sauk County Farm Bureau members socialize over pizza
and Culver’s custard for lunch at Compeer Financial.

A tour and tasting was enjoyed by all at one of
Wisconsin’s oldest wineries, Wollersheim Winery.

WANTED: Board Members and Voting Delegates
Monthly board meetings are as follows:
• Dane County Farm Bureau meets on the second Thursday of the month
beginning at 7:30 p.m. in Madison.
• Green County Farm Bureau meets on the third Thursday of the month
beginning at 7:30 p.m. in Monroe
• Rock County Farm Bureau meets on the fourth Monday of the month
beginning at 7:30 p.m. in Janesville.
• Sauk County Farm Bureau meets on the first Thursday of the month
beginning at 7 p.m. in Baraboo.
Voting delegate expectations include attendance at the annual Policy
Development meeting and vote as a county Farm Bureau delegate on Monday
of the WFBF Annual Meeting held on December 9, at the Kalahari Resorts
and Convention Center in Wisconsin Dells.
If you are considering one of these opportunities, please contact the
following board member:
• Dane: Tom Jelinek | jel-ellahol@litewire.net | 608.886.6105
• Green: Dustin Williams | dwilliams61@blackhawk.edu | 608.391.0238
• Rock: Emily Johnson | ejohnson@ub-t.com | 608.490.1081
• Sauk: Mike Turner | mjturner88@gmail.com | 608.434.7020.
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Ag Day at the Capitol
By Scott Timm, Green County Farm Bureau board member

Effective communication will solve almost
all conflict! Representing Green County
Farm Bureau, my family farm and my own
business, I sat across the table from a few local
representatives from Wisconsin during Ag Day at
the Capitol. With one percent of the population
being involved in agriculture, it is imperative that
we communicate with the world on how we care
about the future, as much or more than the rest
Dane County Farm Bureau members participated in Ag
of the world. We need farmers and farmers need
Day at the Capitol. Front row, (from left): Kevin Connors
and Jerry Derr; back row, (from left): Sam Skemp, Mike
you. Please share that we care.
Duerst, Tom Duerst and Dennis Jesberger
The main topics of discussion included the
dairy situation, water quality, transportation,
rural broadband and hemp. All topics are very
important to our state’s economy. This is a very
tough time for many farms in Wisconsin. We
need to continue to communicate our needs to
remain successful. Moving forward we will need
our voices to stay loud! Our roads in the state
are at the worst conditions they have been in a
long time. I am confident we will get our share
of funding to improve the roads so we can stay
competitive and efficient getting our products
to market. Like roads, rural broadband is just as
important in our communities. We need to be
Green County Farm Bureau members participated in Ag
able to use tools available on farms that require
Day at the Capitol. Pictured (from left): Ben Huber, Scott
good internet access. Broadband is also very
Timm and Joel Espe.
heavily relied on by our education system to help
educate our youth.
Many are looking for new markets to enter to
generate additional income to keep farms alive.
Hemp has been the biggest market farmers have
shown interest in. The state had almost five times
as many permits applied for in 2019 compared
with the previous year. It needs to be heard
that without Wisconsin Farm Bureau our states
hemp pilot program would not be a leader in the
country like it is. The industry struggles are not
over. We need to continue to communicate and
educate legislators on what regulations need to
Rock County Farm Bureau members shared their stories
be changed to keep the industry successful.
My biggest take away from the day in Madison and experiences during their Capitol visit.
is that our representatives enjoy spending time
with us. They have many people being paid to
come to their office to lobby for certain things
every day. Legislators and farmers don’t have as
much time or resources to communicate with
each other, but we are effective when we do find
time to sit down with each other. As we take
time to communicate, they appreciate and value
our input. It might feel intimidating to write or
contact your representative, but please don’t let
that stop you.
Remember, for our state to continue to be
successful we all have to communicate. We are
Sauk County Farm Bureau members participated in Ag
a team and having a sector fail, greatly increases
Day at the Capitol. Pictured (from left): Betty Waldinger,
the chance of everyone failing.
Eunice Yanke, Mike Turner and Linda White
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Rock County Farm Bureau members participated in
Ag Day at the Capitol. Front row, (from left): Sheila
Everhart, Jill Uhe, Taylor Ringhand, Kirk Leach and Bill
Barlass; back row, (from left): Steve Earleywine, Derek
Leckwee, Arch Morton Jr., Doug Rebout and Dale Beaty.

Scott Timm (Green County), Linda White and Mike Turner
(Sauk County) visited with Senator Howard Marklein
during their Capitol visit.

Dane and Green County Farm Bureau members
addressed agriculture issues with their senators and
representatives.
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Farm Safety Day With Stateline Farm Rescue
By Mike Duerst, farm safety committee co-chair

More than 55 first responders in Dane
County learned from the leaders in ag rescue
training, Stateline Farm Rescue, during a formal
class followed by hands-on training experience.
This successful grain bin rescue class was held at
Doerfer shop in Verona in March.
Stateline Farm Rescue did an excellent job of
instructing the fire departments on the proper
use of tools, such as the cofferdam, to rescue
people caught in grain bins. They also had

demonstrations on how to properly cut open a
corn bin, remove someone from an auger and
secure someone to get them out.
Farm safety is a high priority for Dane
County Farm Bureau. We donated six
cofferdams valued at $15,000 to fire
departments across the county to help save a
life! Dane County Farm Bureau donated these
cofferdams to the following departments:
Belleville, Brooklyn, Dane, Mount Horeb,
Oregon and Verona.
Thank you for your participation. We greatly

Oregon Fire Department was one of six fire departments to receive a cofferdam. Dane County Farm Bureau
donated six cofferdams to Dane County fire departments
in hopes to save a life, if and when the time comes.

Mike Duerst talked with Channel 27 News about the
importance of hosting a farm safety event for first
responders.

appreciate everything you do to keep our
communities safe and the risk you take each and
every day to save lives.
We thank John and Gary Doerfer for the
use of their shop. It was an excellent place
to have the class because people could stand
on top of their office and look down into the
demonstration area. Thank you to our sponsors:
Insight FS for their financial support and Miller
and Sons Supermarket for providing excellent
donuts during the event.

Farm Bureau members Dennis Jesberger, Tom Jelinek
and Roger Cohee served milk during lunch.

Policy Development Meeting Scheduled

County Annual Meeting

Date: Wednesday, July 17
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Oaks Golf Course
Address: 4740 Pierceville Road, Cottage Grove

Date: Thursday, September 12

You are invited to participate in a policy development meeting at 6
p.m. on Wednesday, July 17, as part of Dane County Farm Bureau policy development
committee. As a grassroots organization, Farm Bureau policy is established by farmer and
agriculturist members to guide the organization’s position on specific legislation and rules.
Each year Dane County Farm Bureau members develop, discuss and vote on
resolutions addressing local, state and national issues facing agriculture. State and national
resolutions are discussed and voted on by delegates at the Wisconsin Farm Bureau
Federation (WFBF) and American Farm Bureau Federation annual meetings, respectively.
With more than 46,000 members representing all aspects of agriculture, WFBF is a
respected voice for agriculture with legislators, the Governor, state agencies, the media
and other ag organizations. This is an opportunity for you to express your ideas about
policies that would be beneficial to agriculture not only in Dane County but around the
state. Dinner will be provided. We appreciate your participation in this important event.
Please RSVP by Sunday, July 14, to Sam Skemp at sskemp1@charter.net or
608.444.9537.

Summer Edition

Time: 6 p.m. - Social/Silent Auction
7 p.m. - Dinner
7:45 p.m. - Meeting
Location: Rex’s Innkeeper
301 N. Century Avenue, Waunakee
Speaker: K
 risten Faucon, Issues Manager,
GROWMARK, Inc.
A formal postcard invitation to come in August.

Oregon Safety Day
On May 4, Dane County
Farm Bureau taught farm
safety during the Oregon
Safety Day held at the
Oregon Fire Station.
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A Message From the President ...
Ben Huber

Green County Farm Bureau
president

Farm Bureau is
built on one main
founding principle
– we are a farmer
led, grassroots
organization. For me, that’s one big reason why
I enjoy being a member of this organization.
Whether it be through involvement on the
policy development committee, conducting
local policy meetings, creating awareness about
agricultural issues or speaking with legislators
on ag issues, there is always an abundance of
opportunity to advocate for our industry.
One of the hot topics in Wisconsin is water
quality. Many places you look and read have
people offering their opinion of how/what/why
our water has changed over time in Wisconsin.
I, along with Doug Rebout and Randy
Hughes, recently provided testimony about
the water quality challenges in Wisconsin and
the measures in place and technology being
employed by farmers and industry to accurately
develop recommendations and apply nutrients
to our Wisconsin crops. It was a fast paced
five minutes for each of us, but I feel the key
messages really sunk in for our legislators.
We are all first and foremost husbands,
fathers, sisters and brothers and we want to
protect our water as much as someone living
in the city. We all work to employ the 4Rs of

nutrient stewardship, but the soil is a complex
environment and often Mother Nature rules
all. What we do as farmers and agriculturalists
is use the tools, technology and people around
us to make the best science-based decisions we
can to balance environmental challenges with
economic return on investment.
I watched as several invited groups
provided testimony, as well as, viewed
several public comments. Throughout that
afternoon, I watched many presentation styles
and communication methods, and most
importantly, watched and listed to our elected
officials respond to each speaker.
One gentleman speaking on a specific
water quality topic was clearly pushing his
own agenda, and in his closing remarks began
bashing the opposing side to his position, as
well as, the university system for not being on
board with his theory.
It was CLEAR to me that while he made
some great points during his comment period,
the body language of our legislators showed
they were completely turned off by his delivery.
His message was completely lost in what was
perceived as combative rhetoric.
The reason I tell that story is because I feel it’s
a good reminder of how to conduct ourselves
in our daily lives, and especially in front of a
crowd of people. Whether it be on the street
or in the supermarket or at the state Capitol
we need to make our points clear, concise, fact
based and science supported as we talk about
ag-related issues. We have thoughts, feelings and

Meet: Paige Dilley, New Board Director

“I, along with Doug Rebout and Randy Hughes, recently
provided testimony about the water quality challenges
in Wisconsin and the measures in place and technology
being employed by farmers and industry to accurately
develop recommendations and apply nutrients to our
Wisconsin crops. It was a fast paced five minutes for each
of us, but I feel the key messages really sunk in for our
legislators.”

opinions on all things agriculture, and many
have opposing views, especially if they lack
understanding of how our industry has changed
and what we do to protect our resources. It’s ok
to disagree but make your points respectfully
and with solid facts and merit. Throwing mud
only makes you and others dirty, and often
turns people away from what could be a good
message. What you have to say is equally as
important as how you say it, and if you expect
others to value your opinion one must respect
theirs.
I encourage anyone reading this who has a
passion for agriculture and educating others
to reach out to me, anyone on the state policy
development committee, or to your county farm
bureau board for ways to get involved and be a
voice for agriculture

Farm Bureau Policy Discussion

I’m very excited for this opportunity to be a part of
the Green County Farm Bureau board.
I grew up in Monticello on a small hobby farm
raising dairy heifers. I showed cattle for many years,
which lead me to continue my education in agriculture.
Last December, I graduated from UW-Platteville
with a bachelor’s degree in agribusiness.
I work at Compeer Financial as a financial associate.
I can’t wait to see what’s in store for this coming year through Green County
Farm Bureau.

Annual Meeting Save the Date
Join us for food, fun, and celebration on Tuesday,
September 10. Twenty-nineteen marks 100 years of
Wisconsin Farm Bureau and the plan is to celebrate
the centennial with blasts from the past and look to the
future. The annual meeting is a great way to connect
with people from around the county and enjoy an
evening talking about agriculture in our county.
See you there. A formal postcard invitation to come in August.
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In March, more than 15 members gathered to discuss Farm Bureau policy, issues
in agriculture and develop resolutions to bring forth for vote during the Green
County Farm Bureau annual meeting on Tuesday, September 10.
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National Ag Day Live Stream Book Reading

Secretary of Ag to Visit

By Sheila Everhart, ag in the classroom chair

By Doug Rebout

National Ag Day
and Ag Week are about
educating students and
consumers about where
their food, fiber and fuel
comes from.
Farmers and ranchers
are unsung heroes. They
quietly go about their business of producing
commodities that students and consumers
have no idea how much work goes into
the products of the fully stocked aisles of
the grocery store. Or the processes used to
prepare the wood that goes into our homes,
the fiber for our clothes and fuel for our cars.
Partnering with author Michele Schaub,
the Arrowhead Library System, Milton
High School ag business and leadership
classes, the Janesville Farmers’ Market and
Mid-State Equipment, National Ag Day
presentations focused on the Wisconsin Ag in
the Classroom book of the year, ‘Fresh-Picked
Poetry; A Day at the Farmers’ Market.”
Schaub, the author, shared through an
interactive presentation 18 lively poems
with students as she guided them on the
adventures of two friends and their canine
companions as they discovered how much
there is to love at the local farmers’ market.
Schaub also shared with students her journey
to become a children’s author.
As part of Rock County Farm Bureau
Federation / Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom
program; author Michelle Schaub, Kristi
Hanson of Mid-State Equipment, Steve

On Tuesday, July 9, Wisconsin Corn Growers
and Rock County Farm Bureau will be hosting
an agricultural tour for Department of Trade
and Consumer Protection (DATCP) SecretaryDesignee Brad Pfaff, some of his staff and some of
our elected officials.
This tour is designed to show the diversity and
importance of agriculture here in our county.
They will tour Seneca Foods, Arndt farms, Skelly’s
Farm Market and Roger Rebout and Sons Farms.
It is important to show our policy makers
and rule makers what is happening in everyday
agriculture. At the end of the tours, we invite the
public to come to the Rebout farm for a round
table discussion with the Secretary and elected
officials. We will share how things are going and
let them know possible things that could help
Wisconsin agriculture.
We want to thank Representative Vruwink
and his office for helping coordinate. This also
would not be possible without the support of the
Wisconsin Corn Growers and Rock County Farm
Bureau. This shows the importance of belonging
to agricultural organizations because they are
working, educating and advocating for farmers.

Partnering with Author Michele Schaub, the
Arrowhead Library System, Milton High School ag
business and leadership classes, the Janesville
Farmers’ Market and Mid-State Equipment, National
Ag Day presentations focused on the Wisconsin Ag in
the Classroom book of the year; ‘Fresh-Picked Poetry; A
Day at the Farmers’ Market.’

Platteter and Tovah Anderson of the
Arrowhead Library System, Rock County
Farm Bureau volunteers; Milton High School
ag business and leadership students read from
ag literacy children's picture book, “FreshPicked Poetry; A Day at the Farmers’ Market”
at five Rock County schools, 38 classrooms
and seven libraries, connecting with 910
students during National Ag Day Programs
on March 14, and National Ag Week on
March 10-16.
Media Coverage for this event included:
WCLO Radio Morning Talk Show, Facebook
pages: Rock County Farm Bureau Federation,
Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom and
Arrowhead Library System.
Many thanks to author Michelle Schaub
and the Rock County Farm Bureau
volunteers, who gave 69 hours during 2019
National Ag Week, making it a huge success.

Farm Bureau Fair Food Stand Volunteer Opportunities
By Sheila Everhart, fair food stand chair

Mark your calendars for the Rock County 4-H Fair to be held on
July 23-28. ‘Flock To The Fair; We’ll See EWE There’
The Rock County 4-H Fair is the first 4-H fair in the U.S. and
remains the largest youth fair. Volunteer to work at and purchase
your fair meals at the Rock County Farm Bureau Food Stand.
The food stand at the county fair serves as a leadership
opportunity, a positive consumer experience and a way to support
agriculture youth groups. The food stand is the place for exhibitors
and visitors to get great food at reasonable prices while helping local
organizations raise money.
Proceeds support scholarships, educational activities and community projects like Ag in the
Classroom, 4-H and youth groups. To secure a shift with our member volunteer coordinator,
members should contact Sheila Everhart, food ordering and inventory coordinator, at
608.774.1354 or sheilageverhart@gmail.com.
This year’s Rock County 4-H Fair lineup will include a bit of classic rock and more than
enough country music. Remember to plan a visit to the Rock County Farm Bureau Food Stand
for the best burgers, brats and shakes at the fair.

Summer Edition

You’re invited to a ...
Roundtable Discussion
Tuesday, July 9, at 1:15 p.m.
Roger Rebout and Sons Farms
5606 W. Mineral Point Road
Janesville, WI 53548

Rock County Farm Bureau
Offers $500 Scholarships
The Rock County Farm Bureau will offer
student scholarship applications for members and
member’s children who are in their second year of
college or technical school.
Scholarship funds are raised through sales at the
Rock County
Farm Bureau
food stand
at the Rock
County 4-H
Fair.
Scholarship
applications
will
be available in July at the food stand, wfbf.
com/about/counties/rock or by request:
sheilageverhart@gmail.com.
Applications must be submitted by August 15.
For more information or questions, please
contact Sheila Everhart.
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A Message from the President ...
Jill Uhe
Rock County Farm Bureau
president

Greetings, Rock
County Farm Bureau
members,
Congratulations
on making it through
spring. Despite the challenge of getting the crop
in between rainstorms, Rock county can be
grateful that we haven’t had it as bad as many
other farmers across the mid-west.
From the cold days of winter, through the
never-ending rain showers, many of our Farm

Bureau members have been busy representing
our membership at the Capitol, participating
in YFA events, educating our youth and
further developing their leadership skills at the
Ag LEAD Summit. I encourage you to read
more about what they have been up to in this
newsletter.
I hope you join us at the District 2 Golf
Outing and our Farm Bureau Food Stand at the
Rock County Fair this summer. The golf outing
and food stand serve as fundraisers to support
our youth by giving scholarships, supporting Ag
in the Classroom events and many other youth
events throughout the county.
Don’t forget our annual meeting in
September. Our nominating committee is

Meet: Lauren McCann, Promotion and
Education Committee Representative

County Annual Meeting Set for September 23
Date: Monday, September 23
Time: 6 p.m. - Registration/Cocktail Hour
7 p.m. - Dinner
7:30 p.m. - Meeting
Location: Rotary Botanical Gardens
1455 Palmer Drive, Janesville

I grew up in Fort Atkinson, where I
was very active in FFA and 4-H. After
graduation, I earned my bachelor’s degree
from UW-River Falls in animal science
with an Equine Management emphasis.
After attending UW-River Falls, I resided in
Wood County and served as the Ag in the
Classroom coordinator and the District 8
Promotion and Education representative.
Recently, I moved back to the area and live
in Evansville. I work at Larson Acres. I enjoy spending time outside
with my Aussie, Ellie, and fitness. I’m excited to serve as the Rock
County Farm Bureau promotion and education representative.

Members will celebrate WFBF’s centennial by taking a trip down memory
lane, highlighting the accomplishments and hard work that Farm Bureau
and its members have made during the past 100 years.
The meeting will include: Board of directors election, WFBF Annual
Meeting delegate selection, affiliate reports, policy development discussion
and other items of business.
A formal postcard invitation to come in August.

Sauk County
Scholarship Recipients Named
By Karen Reisinger, committee chair

The Sauk County Farm Bureau scholarship
committee is pleased to announce the three
recipients of the $500 scholarships.
We wish these individuals the best in their
future endeavors.
Sarah Albers of Prairie du Sac,
daughter of Kim Adler and the
late Brent Albers, will attend
UW-River Falls with a course
study in animal science with
meat animal emphasis. Sarah
wants to become a large animal
veterinarian and return to the
area.
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currently seeking candidates to fill open board
of director positions. If you, or someone you
know, would be a great board member, please
contact the nominating committee chair Emily
Johnson at 608.490.1081.
Lastly, I want to thank each of you for being
a member. As we all know, the markets, weather
and tight margins have added a lot of stress to
our farmers, their families, and those that serve
them.
The work Farm Bureau is doing is crucial
for the future of agriculture and rural America.
Farm Bureau has expanded our interaction with
our customers, our politicians and growing our
network of friends. We couldn’t accomplish all
of that without you.

wfbf.com/about/counties/sauk
SaukCountyFarmBureau

Congratulations!

Ag in the Classroom
Volunteers Visit Students

Rachel Lichte of Baraboo,
daughter of Dan and
Gail Lichte, will attend
UW-Madison with a course
study in biology/genetics
majoring in DNA coding.

Danielle Wilcox of
Wonewoc, daughter of
Kim and Alex Wilcox, will
attend UW-Platteville
with a course study in
computer programming.

Ag in the Classroom volunteers visited nearly 1,000
students during the month of May, in the school
districts of Sauk Prairie, Spring Green, Reedsburg and
Baraboo.

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus

Sauk County

wfbf.com/about/counties/sauk
SaukCountyFarmBureau

County Annual Meeting, August 22

Wanted: Fair Food Stand Volunteers

Date: Thursday, August 22
Time: 7 p.m. - Registration; 7:30 p.m. - Dinner/meeting
Location: Prairie House, 1920 Prairie Street, Prairie Du Sac
Speaker: K
 arl Burgi, program director and primary instructor,
Dairyland Hoof Care Institute

Sauk County Fair is right around
the corner,
July 9-14.
Put on an apron and help grill
our famous burgers or deep fry the
best cheese curds on the grounds.
Help is also needed taking
orders with a smile or helping out
with other tasks to help the food
stand run smoothly. Say yes when
approached by a shift leader.
Proceeds go toward scholarships, FFA Farm Forum and other worthwhile
events.

The meeting will include: Board of
directors election, WFBF Annual Meeting
delegate selection, affiliate reports, policy
development discussion and other items of
business.
A formal postcard invitation to come in
July.

Maybe a ...

KID’S
CORNER

Summer Edition

11

County Farm Bureaus

PO Box 5550 Madison, WI  53705

Address Service Requested

This Issue Contains
Highlights for:

Dane County
Green County
Rock County
Sauk County

12

Non Profit
Organization
US Postage
PAID
Platteville, WI 53818
Permit No. 124

