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District 9 Director

Wisconsin 
farmers 
producing 
several ag 
commodities are 
receiving low 

prices for agricultural products. 
It should be no surprise that a 

frequently asked question is, “What is 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau doing to help?”

A lot of the press that surrounds the 
topic of low prices includes discussion 
about world trade and the importance 
of that trade. WFBF has clearly been a 
supporter of expanding trade opportunities 
for agriculture but recognizing the 
importance of domestic use. 

Progress on trade issues can be difficult 
to identify, due to negotiations happening 

“out of the eye of the public.” WFBF has 
been active in urging Congress to ratify 
the recently completed USMCA (formerly 
NAFTA) trade deal. It is critically 
important especially to dairy and corn 
farmers. Other negotiations are active in 
several parts of the world.

On the domestic front, WFBF has 
been vocal on dairy labeling issues, milk 
in schools, USDA programs that include 
positive options for risk management 
in dairy. We have been part of regional 
discussions with EPA, insisting on 
common sense in federal policy.

Our WFBF Dairy Committee has 
met twice, and have two more scheduled 
meetings, to discus a wide range of 
positions. A recommendation to the 
WFBF Board is expected.

Adding to the challenges, spring doesn’t 
seem to want to come and stay. Please keep 
safety in mind as we work through a very 
busy season.

Ag LEAD Summit
By Lexi DuSell, St. Croix County Farm Bureau YFA chair

Farm Bureau 
has given me many 
opportunities to 
grow as a leader 
and an advocate 
for agriculture. 
Attending Ag 
LEAD Summit 
gave me tools and 
hands-on practice 
communicating with 
consumers. 

Between the helpful breakout sessions and insightful 
keynote speakers, Ag LEAD was worth the trip. 

Knowing your audience was a repeating theme during 
breakout sessions and with Donna Moenning, from the 
Center for Food Integrity. 

Donna spoke about the conversation between 
agriculture and consumers and how knowing your 
audience and finding a way to relate is the best way to 
keep parties interested and actually get the other parties 
to hear you. 

The closing speaker was Jay Hill, who was a comical 
speaker and is an example of staying positive.

Ag LEAD was a wonderful experience with great 
speakers, fun breakout sessions and an unforgettable 
night of entertainment. I look forward to more 
opportunities with WFBF.

District 9 members Jim Holte, Sandy 
Reischel, Melanie Peterson, Julie  
Wadzinski and Lexi DuSell attended the 
Ag LEAD Summit.

For questions or to RSVP, please contact District 9 Coordinator Katie 
Mattison at 715.418.0975 (call or text) or kmattison@wfbf.com.

Policy Development 
 WFBF is a grassroots organization that works on 

behalf of farm families and individuals who support 
agriculture. That means we need to hear what’s 
important to you. Now, is the time to get involved as 
we start discussions on the policies that will be brought 
forth at county Farm Bureau annual meeting and then 
to the WFBF Annual Meeting in December.

Do you have ideas on policy that you want to see 
implemented or do you want to know more about 
how the policy development process works? Contact 
the District 9 Policy Development representative, 
Andrew Winiarczyk (Sawyer County Farm Bureau) at 
715.558.2562 or andrew@wincoservicesllc.com.
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Members Travel to Madison to Lobby for Agriculture

‘More than 300 farmers and agriculturists 
from across Wisconsin attended Ag Day at the 
Capitol on March 20 in Madison. 

 Attendees 
began the 
day at the 
Monona 
Terrace 
Convention 
Center 
where the 

program kicked off with a transportation panel 
comprised of Wisconsin DOT Secretary-
Designee Craig Thompson, WFBF President 
Jim Holte, Wisconsin Counties Association 
Executive Director Mark O’Connell and Dan 
Cunningham, Forward Janesville, Inc. The panel 
members discussed transportation items in the 
Governor’s budget proposal and what funding 
possibilities would be viable moving forward.

Members also were briefed by speakers 
about hot topics in agriculture including water, 
wildlife abatement claims, dairy and state 

budget items 
affecting 
agriculture. 

Following 
the program, 
members 
walked to the 
Capitol to meet with local representatives and 
speak about issues important to their farms and 
Wisconsin agriculture.

Ag Day at the Capitol is the largest lobby 
day for Wisconsin agriculture. Each year, 
farmers and agriculturists representing all facets 
of the state’s diverse agriculture landscape 
come to Madison to learn more about state 

issues affecting 
agriculture and 
meet with their 
state legislators.

Rural Mutual 
Insurance 
Company and 
GROWMARK, 

Inc., were major 
sponsors of the 
event. Co-sponsors 
of the event, with 
Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau Federation, 
included the Dairy 
Business Association, 
Professional Dairy Producers of Wisconsin, 
Wisconsin Cattlemen’s Association, Wisconsin 
Corn Growers Association, Wisconsin Hemp 
Alliance, Wisconsin Horse Council, Wisconsin 
Pork Association, Wisconsin Potato and 
Vegetable Growers Association, Wisconsin 
Soybean Association and the Wisconsin State 
Cranberry Growers Association. 

AFBF FUSION Conference
By Lexi DuSell, St. Croix County Farm Bureau YFA chair

The AFBF FUSION Conference in 
Milwaukee was a opportunity to try new things 
and meet interesting people from around the 
U.S. From taking an Uber for the first time 
to comparing dairy experiences with a small 
family farmer from Pennsylvania, it was a great 
experience. 

Add those experiences to the amazing 
informative breakouts and inspirational 
speakers; this definitely was a trip to remember. 
And of course, a Farm Bureau trip to Milwaukee 
isn’t complete without getting a tour bus stuck 
at the ABS Bull farm.

Throughout the conference, there were many 
opportunities to network with people from all 
walks of agriculture. From a polite gentleman 
from North Carolina who raises chickens for 
Golden Plump who was disappointed in the 
lack of cheese at the buffet, to a young dairy 
farming couple who made the FUSION 
Conference into a family vacation. There were 
some fun conversations.

The breakout sessions were full of great 
ideas. Many of the sessions I attended were 
focused on member engagement and consumer 
engagement. The membership sessions were 
pretty insightful, especially when you talk 
to members from other states, and hear that 
they face some of the same issues as we do in 
Wisconsin. 

One thing we talked about in the 
membership sessions was communication. 
AFBF surveys have concluded that one of the 
main reasons past members do not renew is 
because they feel they don’t hear from the local 
Farm Bureau boards, so they assume the board 
really isn’t doing anything for them. 

Another topic that we talked about was how 
to include members of the ag community that 
do not feel they fit the ‘mold’ of Farm Bureau, 
such as first- generation farmers and non-
traditional ag producers like vineyards, berry 
farms, exotic animals and even hobby farmers. 
They are not what most people think of when 
they think agriculture, but they are still affected 
by what happens in the agricultural industry. 

I also attended a couple breakout sessions 
about consumer engagement that showed us 
new tools available through AFBF, like Farm 
Bureau’s take on ‘Family Feud’ called ‘Field-to-
Fork Face-off.’ The game is available to Farm 
Bureau members from the Promotion and 
Education Board and can be customized to 
work with many different events. 

The interesting thing about this game is 
that they surveyed consumers of different ages, 
anywhere from a second-grade class, to moms at 
a grocery store.

So, the answers are based on the survey 
answers, just like Family Feud, so the answers 
are not always what you expect. It’s a great way 
to move into an educational conversation as 

well, because the answers are not always true. 
To close out the conference, the tours were 

a lot of fun. I toured ABS Bull Farm and Blue 
Star Dairy, two very nice farms. Of course, we 
did manage to get the bus stuck at the ABS 
Bull Farm, but thanks to a helpful maintenance 
worker, we were quickly able to get out and on 
our way. Blue Star Dairy is a beautiful set-up 
with a great calf facility. 

Overall, FUSION was a great experience 
and an overload of great ideas and information. 
I enjoyed networking with so many different 
agriculturalists and hearing from so many great 
speakers. I look forward to putting some of the 
things I learned to use in my county. 

Also, congratulations to UW-River 
Falls collegiate Farm Bureau member, Kati 
Kindschuh for representing Wisconsin in the 
Collegiate Discussion Meet.

Wisconsin attendees posed at the AFBF FUSION 
Conference (from left): Leslie Svacina, Keith and Kelly 
Oudenhoven, Kati Kindschuh, Lexi DuSell and Tammy 
Wiedenbeck.
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Local Students Attend FFA Farm Forum

More than 200 high school students attended 
the Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s FFA Farm Forum 
in Wisconsin Rapids on February 15-16. 

 “This event is a great partnership between 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau and Wisconsin FFA,” 
said Jim Holte, Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Federation President. “Young ag leaders who 
attend this event participate in professional 

development activities and are able to network 
with their peers and Farm Bureau staff.” 

 During the two-day event at Hotel Mead 
in Wisconsin Rapids, FFA members attended 
workshops that covered topics including post-
high school agricultural opportunities, social 
media, agriculture advocacy and leadership.

 Joining President Holte as keynote speakers 

were Alison Wedig, marketing specialist with 
Culver Franchising System, LLC, and Chris 
Pollack, co-owner of Pollack-Vu Dairy.

The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation 
sponsors FFA Farm Forum in cooperation with 
the Wisconsin Association of FFA. The FFA 
Farm Forum marks the 47th time the event has 
been hosted for Wisconsin youth.

Members of the New Richmond 
FFA chapter attended the FFA Farm 
Forum (from left): Haley Beukema 
and Ali Tunnicliff. 

Members of the Menomonie FFA chapter 
attended the FFA Farm Forum (from left): 
Advisor Jean D'Angelo, Kittrick 
Singerhouse, Skyler Klatt, Andrew 
Zukowski and Ben Styer.

Members of the Colfax FFA chapter 
attended the FFA Farm Forum (from 
left): Chace Peterson and Phillip 
Taylor.

Members of the Ellsworth FFA 
chapter attended the FFA Farm 
Forum (from left): Riley Anderson 
and Lindsey Augustine.

Katie Zimmer of 
the Flambeau FFA 
chapter attended 
the FFA Farm.

Upcoming Events
June 8   Dunn County Dairy Breakfast 
June 15  Pierce County Dairy Breakfast
June 22  Sawyer County Dairy Breakfast
July 10-14 Northern Wisconsin State Fair, 
  Chippewa Falls
July 10  YFA Night Out: Roots and Boots Tour
July 11  Member Appreciation Picnic, 
  Handy Andy Memorial Park,
  Spring Valley
July 12  River Falls Days Parade
July 17-21 St. Croix County Fair
July 17-21 Barron County Fair
July 23-25 Wisconsin Farm Technology Days, 
  Jefferson County
July 24-28 Dunn County Fair 
July 25-28 Polk County Fair
August 1  Policy Development Meeting and  
  YFA Discussion Meet,  
  Stout Ale House, Menomonie
  Discussion Meet: 6:30 p.m. 
  Policy Development: 7:30 p.m. 
August 8-11 Pierce County Fair
August 8-11 Rusk County Fair
August 10 St. Croix County Farm City Day,  
  Minglewood Dairy, Deer Park
August 15 YFA First Time Attendee Conference 
  Sponsorship forms due
August 22-25 Sawyer County Fair
September 8 Prescott Daze Parade
September 7 Chippewa Valley Farm City Day, 
  Denmark Dairy, Colfax 
September 10 Wisconsin Ag Open
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A Message from the President ...
Karyn Schauf
Barron County Farm Bureau 
president

As I write this, field 
work has begun in 
earnest in Barron County, 
finally. But not without 
Mother Nature delivering 

one final blow to farmers with broad winter kill 
in the hay fields. We didn’t need that. 

I want to give some encouraging news to 
dairy farmers. Quite a coalition is forming from 
coast to coast, gathering support for a growth 
management plan in the dairy industry. I did 
not see too many Barron County dairy farmers 
at the Dairy Together Roadshow at 29 Pines in 
April so let me reiterate. 

Back in 2009, Holstein USA’s legislative 
committee developed the Dairy Price 
Stabilization Plan. It was well received not only 
by Holstein members large and small, from 
Vermont to California but by other industry 
folks and legislators as well. 

It looked hopeful it would be part of the 
2014 Farm Bill but at the 11th hour, it was 
pulled. As recent discussions have once again 

considered the great need to balance our supply 
with demand, the DPSP has once again been 
getting a good deal of consideration. 

Dollars were recently put into an economic 
analysis of the plan asking what would have 
been its effect had it been in place since the last 
farm bill. The results were very positive.

Dairy economists Chuck Nicholson 
from Cornell and Mark Stehenson from 
UW-Madison did the study. The DPSP 
starts with an allowable annual rate of milk 
production growth based on market demand, in 
the range of minus three percent to plus three 
percent. 

Farmers who choose to expand beyond that 
allowable growth rate must pay a market access 
fee. That fee is distributed among all the farmers 
who chose not to expand beyond the allowable 
growth rate. 

Essentially, farmers who choose to expand 
beyond what the market can absorb will pay 
everyone else for the additional share of the 
market. Other details of the plan can be found 
at www.dairytogether.com.

The results of the analysis showed increased 
average milk price, increased net farm operating 
income (roughly double for all size operations), 

reduced volatility, reduced rate of farm losses 
and reduced government expenditures! DPSP 
would have made significant improvements to 
our dairy economy.

Vermont’s legislature also created a task force 
to formulate a viable solution to the ailing dairy 
industry. Their plan is similar to the DPSP and 
can be viewed on the DairyTogether website. 

It’s a busy, critical time of year to be sure. 
But if you are a dairy farmer or someone whose 
business is dependent on the dairy industry; you 
need to find a few minutes to visit this website 
and make yourself familiar with these plans. The 
industry needs change before the next farm bill 
and that is going to be difficult.

Nevertheless, we cannot wait. And we need 
broad support. When one considers that 
farmers comprise less than two percent of 
the population and dairy farmers are an even 
smaller subset of that, it’s imperative that others 
are ready to speak on their behalf.

One thing I am very grateful for is that I 
am, finally, frequently hearing recognition of 
the important role and value many smaller 
dairy units play in the economic health of our 
communities. Stay tuned.

Barron County wfbf.com/about/counties/barron
BarronCountyFarmBureau

YFA Night Out: Roots and Boots Tour
Join young farmers and 

agriculturists from the area for 
a night out to see three of the 
biggest names in country music 
history together for one show.

Sammy Kershaw, Aaron 
Tippin and Collin Raye 
are visiting the Northern 
Wisconsin State Fair with 
their Roots and Boots Tour on 
Wednesday, July 10, on the Leinenkugel's Main Stage.

Our group will meet in the Leinie Lodge area for a social at 7 p.m., the 
concert begins at 8 p.m.

Tickets are free for the FIRST 25 YFA members who contact Julie Wadzinski, 
District 9 YFA Chair, at julie.wadzinski@gmail.com or 715.432.8740. 
Additional tickets can be purchased for $10 per ticket. 

Please RSVP by July 1 to join us for a fun night out at the Northern 
Wisconsin State Fair.
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Barron County
Congratulations to the Recipients of the Farm Bureau Scholarships

Barron County Farm Bureau is proud to 
assist future generations of agriculture leaders by 
offering three $250 scholarships to graduating 
seniors every year. 

We are proud to recognize this year’s Barron 

County Farm Bureau scholarship recipients:  
Amber Butzler, Jarek Nelson and Brianna 
Crotteau.

The applicants were asked to complete an 
application that included their future education 

plans, community and school activities and 
recommendations from teachers.

Congratulations to the recipients. We wish 
you the best of luck in your future endeavors.

Brianna Crotteau graduated 
from Cameron High School. 
She is the daughter of James 
and Suzanne Crotteau. She 
plans to major in agribusi-
ness and minor in dairy  
science with plans to 
become a dairy nutritionist.

Jarek Nelson graduated 
from Prairie Farm High 
School. He is the son of 
Joel and Jodene Nelson. 
He plans to attend 
UW-River Falls and 
major in crop and soil 
science. After school, 
he wants to return 
home and farm with his 
father. 

Amber Butzler graduated from 
Island City Virtual Academy. She 
is the daughter of Steven and 
Ruth Butzler. She plans to attend 
WITC in Rice Lake in pre-nursing. 
Following completion of the 
associate degree program, she 
plans to apply to UW-Eau Claire 
to earn a degree in the science 
of nursing. Her goal is to become 
a pediatric registered nurse and 
own a herd of Guernseys.

Safety Certification Program
Dates: June 17, 19 and 20 
Time: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Location: Barron High School.
Cost: $20 per person

Youth attending the Tractor Safety 
Certification Program will learn how to safely 
operate a tractor, identify potentially hazardous 
situations and reduce the risk of injury in those 
situations.

 To successfully complete the Tractor Safety 
Certification Program a youth must be at least 
12 years old at the time of the course, attend 24 
hours of instructional training, pass a written 
examination and successfully complete a 
practical driving exam that demonstrates tractor 
driving ability.

For more information or to register, please call 
Barron County UW-Extension at 715.537.6250.

Celebrating 100 Years of 
Farm Bureau 

Watch for Farm 
Bureau in our area 
parades this year.

Recognizing our 
100th year as a state 
organization calls for 
a little celebration. 

Chuck Nelson, Kim Barta and Brad 
Nevin have put their heads together to 
represent us with a float. Be sure to give 
them a wave. Thanks. 

By the way … Does anyone know 
what year Farm Bureau started in Barron 
County? 

The first one to call 715.790.7203 with 
a correct answer gets a free order of cheese 
curds at the Farm Bureau food stand.

Join Us at the County Fair
This year, the 

Barron County 
Fair will be July 
17-21. Barron 
County Farm 
Bureau will once 
again have their Farmers Café featuring local 
foods. 

We encourage you to volunteer to work a 
shift. It’s a great place to see, as well as serve, 
friends and neighbors. Plan now to volunteer 
to deep fry those curds and top those ‘taters.’ 
If you are interested in helping, please 
contact Karyn Schauf at 715.537.9376 or 
kshauf@gmail.com or Craig Hammernik at 
715.418.0053 or hamernik@chibardun.net. 

Make sure to tell your friends and family to 
stop by and have a bite to eat. We will see you 
at the fair.

Prairie Farm Elementary Sweeps Ag In the Classroom Contests
By Leslie Frisle, Barron County Farm Bureau member 

We are proud to announce that students from Prairie Farm Elementary 
School were chosen as the winners for Barron County's Ag In the 
Classroom activities that celebrated National Ag Day.

Briana Klefstad wrote the winning essay based on the theme, ‘Making 
it happen at the farmers’ market.’ She also was chosen as the winner 
among just Prairie Farm entries. Her essay advanced to the state-level 
competition. 

This year, the theme for the drawing and coloring contest was, ‘Thank A 
Farmer.’ The winners chosen were Emily Segebrecht (6 years and under), 
Riley Hillstead (7-9 years) and Khyra Rosar (10-12 years). 

Susie Caballero's picture was picked as the Prairie Farm winner. The 
county winners also advanced to the district-level competition. 

Ag in the Classroom activities are sponsored by the WFB Foundation to 
foster agriculture awareness in children across the state.

Pictured are the winners of the contests: Susie Caballero, Riley Hillstead, Emily 
Segebrecht, Khyra Rosar, Briana Klefstad along with Ag in the Classroom committee 
members, Leslie Frisle.

wfbf.com/about/counties/barron
BarronCountyFarmBureau



wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus

Dunn County wfbf.com/about/counties/dunn
DunnCountyFarmBureau

6

Farm Family of the Year

Gilbertson Family Farm was named the 2018 Farm 
Family of the year at the 80th annual Menomonie Area 
Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet. Accepting 
the award on behalf of the farm were David and Mary 
Gilbertson. The award was sponsored by Dunn Energy 
Cooperative.

Farm Bureau Ag Promotion Grant
Dunn County Farm Bureau will grant up 

to $75 to 4-H clubs in Dunn County that 
hold any type of agriculture promotion event 
from May 15 to July 15.

All information must be received by Dunn 
County Farm Bureau no later than July 15 
to be eligible for the Dunn County Farm 
Bureau Ag Promotion Grant. Grant money 
will be disbursed after receipts, photos and a short write-up of the 
promotion is received. 

For questions, a copy of the grant application or to submit your 
information, please contact Kay Gilbertson at 715.271.8141 or 
gilbertsonk@centurytel.net or District 9 Coordinator Katie Mattison 
at 715.418.0975 or kmattison@wfbf.com.

Brion Named Scholarship Recipient
McKenzie Brion was selected as the 

recipient of a $500 scholarship from Dunn 
County Farm Bureau. 

Brion graduated from Durand High 
School. She is the daughter of Curt and 
Lisa Brion. She plans to attend Winoa 
State University and major in business 
administration. 

Applicants completed an application 
that included their future education plans, 
community and school activities and a 
recommendation from teachers. 

Congratulations to McKenzie. We wish you 
the best of luck in your future endeavors. 

Your Help Is Needed at the Dunn County Fair
The members of the Dunn 

County Farm Bureau food 
stand committee are working 
hard to prepare for the 2019 
Dunn County Fair. 

As we prepare, we need 
your help. The fair food stand 
will be open July 24-28 and 
we need members to help run 
the stand. 

Shifts are three hours 
and are a great way to get more involved and get to know Farm Bureau 
members as well as the community.

Funds raised during the fair insure that we support the wonderful 

things that the Dunn 
County Farm Bureau 
does including: 
Young Farmer 
and Agriculturist 
support, Ag in the 
Classroom and 
education, WFBF 
Annual Meeting 
sponsorships, local FFA and 4-H support, Policy Development, 
scholarships to local seniors and so much more.

Please sign up for a shift. 
To reserve your spot, please contact Cindy Quilling at 715.235.2213.
The committee members look forward to hearing from you.
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Essay Contest Winner Announced
By Kay Gilbertson, Dunn County Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom coordinator

71 participants across 
Dunn County vied for 
the winning essay in 
the Agriculture in the 
Classroom essay contest. 
Congratulations goes 
to Victor Noller, son of 
Brandi and Dave Noller. 
Victor is a fifth-grade 
student at Elk Mound 
Middle School. 

Special thanks to Mrs. 
Foiles, Victor’s teacher, for 
promoting the importance 
of Wisconsin agriculture 
to the fifth-grade class. 
Kay Gilbertson presented 
Elk Mound Middle School 

Library a correlating book entitled, “Seed, Soil, Sun” by 
Grantsburg native Cris Peterson on behalf of Dunn County 
Farm Bureau Ag in the classroom program. 

Victor and Mrs. Foiles received a copy of the book of the 
year, a Culver’s gift card as well as a tomato plant. 

Each essay focused on the importance of plants and 
vegetables to Wisconsin agriculture. The essay theme was, 
‘Making it happen at the farmers’ market.’

Victor Noller was the Dunn County  
winner for the Ag in the Classroom 
essay contest.

Farm Bureau Hosts Business After Hours
Dunn County Farm Bureau, Dairy State 

Bank and Brewery Nonic teamed up to co-host 
the Menomonie Area Chamber of Commerce 
Business After Hours on March 18. The event 
was held at Brewery Nønic on the west side of 
Menomonie in the newly restored Menomonie 
Omaha Railroad Depot. The Depot ran from 
1906 to1961.

It was great to see the local business owners 
and farmers talk about their professions.

Dunn County Farm Bureau served the meal 
with locally grown and raised products.

Kay Gilbertson, Geri Wolfe, Carl Casper 
and Mary Prestrud served local foods at 
the March Menomonie Area Chamber of 
Commerce Business After Hours. 

wfbf.com/about/counties/piercePierce County
Pierce County Fair Is Set for August 8-11

The Pierce County Farm Bureau will 
be operating the Little Red Barn where 
cookies, milk and Ellsworth cheese 
curds will be served.

Sign up for a shift with your family, 
friends or neighbors or sign up by 
yourself and meet some great new 
people. 

Shifts are flexible 
and every hour 
you can help is 
appreciated.

If you can 
volunteer, 
please contact 
Monica Krings at 
715.495.6286 or 
Dean Bergseng at 
715.307.4976. 

See you at the 
Pierce County Fair.

Tractor Safety Offered
 Tractors are a valuable part of any farm business but can be unsafe if employees 

are not prepared with training. This course offers skills on basic farm safety, proper 
tractor operations, connecting and using implements and more. 

Date: Wednesday, June 26-28
Time: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. daily (24 hours of instruction)
Cost: $100 (additional $15 book fee applies)
Registration closes: Friday, June 21

To register, visit cvtc.edu/tractorsafety or contact snovotny@cvtc.edu or 
715.855.7525.
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A Message from the President ...

Dean Bergseng
Pierce County Farm Bureau president

Dear Farm Bureau members, 

With our late spring, hopefully by the 
time you receive this newsletter, all of the 
corn will have been planted and is doing 
well. 

There has been a lot of winter kill 
on hay in our county and to top things 
off, on April 17 much of western Pierce 

County received 5 plus inches of rain and a lot of damage.
Even though the weather hasn’t been cooperative so far this year, 

Pierce County Farm Bureau has been off to a great start in 2019. 
We were able to make our spring membership goal again this year. 
Five of our board members signed as many as eight new members 
to help accomplish this goal.

We had a good turnout at the Euchre Tournament on March 22. 
Mark Biel, NRCS District Conservationist, won the tournament. 
Biel retired as of May 12. He has helped many Pierce County 
farmers to get federal money for conservation projects.

We are looking forward to many great events this summer. To 
kick off the summer, the Pierce County Dairy Breakfast will be 
from 8 to 12 noon on June 15 at Peterson Farm on Highway 29 in 
River Falls. If you want to help, please contact Holly Vasquard at 
612.210.4727.

Our summer picnic will be at Handy Andy Park in Spring Valley 
on July 11. Look for more information in this newsletter.

To help promote dairy in our county we will again be passing 
out milk and cheese curds in the River Falls Days Parade on Friday, 
July 12, and Prescott Daze Parade on Sunday, September 8. 

August 8-11 is the Pierce County Fair; Pierce County Farm 
Bureau will again have our milk stand and we could always use 
your help. To volunteer to help, please contact a board member. 

There are several golf events throughout the summer starting 
with the County 4-H Golf Tournament at the Killkarney Hills 
Golf Course in River Falls on June 10. If you are interested in more 
golf, farmers golf will be in full swing again this summer. For more 
information regarding dates and times, please contact me.

Have a safe summer and I hope to see you at one of our events.

Plan to Attend the Annual Farm Bureau Picnic 

Elmwood Student Winner of Essay Contest 
 By Laura Benitz, Pierce County Farm Bureau women’s chair

One of my duties as Pierce County Farm 
Bureau women’s chair is facilitating the Ag in 
the Classroom essay contest. 

This year, our topic was on farmers’ markets. 
If you have a student in one of the four 
classrooms who submitted essays, you may 
have heard about what your child learned while 
writing their essays. 

For those of you who do not know, the 
essay contest is held for fourth- and fifth-grade 
students. This year, only fourth-grade students 
participated. 

There were many fantastic essays written by 
our county’s youth. Some were very creative 
others were more factual. It made the decision 
process very challenging. As I told the teachers, many of the students were 
only one edit away from being a finalist. With some help (Pam and Katie), our 
first and second place winners were chosen. 

Our first-place winner, who's essay moved onto the district competition was 
Abigail Krings of Elmwood. Mr. Klink, her fourth-grade teacher at Elmwood 
also received a $25 gift certificate for Ag in the Classroom materials. Abigail 
received a certificate and a $15 cash prize. Her class also enjoyed string cheese 
and apples (products that can be found at farmers’ markets). The class had 
some excellent follow-up questions, leaving Katie and I very impressed with 
the students in Elmwood.

Our second-place winner was Karlee Wall from Prescott. She received a 
certificate and a $10 cash prize. Her class enjoyed string cheese, and yes, we 
did hear, "Can we have more cheese, please?" We reminded the students that 
they can participate next year, with the new topic even if their teachers do not 
facilitate the project. 

Thank you to the students and teachers who were involved in making this 
year another great year.

Abigail is pictured with Laura 
Benitz, Pierce County Farm 
Bureau Ag in the Classroom 
coordinator.

You’re invited

When:

Where:

What to bring:

Other Details:

Thursday, July 11
Social hour: 5:30 p.m.; dinner: 6:30 p.m.

Handy Andy Memorial Park 
Highway 29, Spring Valley

Please bring a dish to pass. We 
hope to see you there!

To RSVP by July 8 (appreciated but 
not required) or for more information, 
please contact District 9 Coordinator 
Katie Mattison at 715.418.0975 or 
kmattison@wfbf.com.

Fourth Annual 
Summer Member Appreciation Picnic

Hosted by Dunn, Pierce and St. Croix 
County Farm Bureaus 
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Polk Burnett

Celebrating National Ag Week

To celebrate National Ag Week, Polk Burnett Farm Bureau board member, 
Andy Gould, read the book "Seed, Soil, Sun" by Cris Peterson to fourth-grader 
students at Amery Intermediate School.

Farm Bureau Awards Scholarship 
Polk Burnett Farm Bureau is proud to 

announce that they have awarded Julianna 
Thompson a $200 scholarship.

Thompson graduated from Luck High 
School. She was active in many things 
including FFA, 4-H, forensics, basketball, 

golf, student council and band, just to name a few. 
She plans to attend Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College in 

Rice Lake to earn a associate’s degree in nursing. After graduating, 
she plans to earn a bachelor’s degree in nursing from UW-Eau 
Claire. 

Applicants were asked to complete an application that included 
their future education plans, community and school activities and 
write an essay identifying what they believed were the top three 
agricultural issues and propose solutions to each. 

Congratulations to Julianna. We wish you the best of luck in 
your future endeavors.

Unity Student is Essay Contest Winner
Launa Daniels, a fifth-grade 

student from Unity School 
District, is the Polk Burnett Farm 
Bureau winner of the Agriculture 
in the Classroom essay contest. 
Lisa Jagelo is her fifth-grade 
teacher. 

Fourth- and fifth-grade students 
were asked to write a 100- to 
300-word essay with the theme, 
‘Making it happen at the farmers’ 
market.’

A total of 1,899 essays were 
submitted from Wisconsin fourth- 
and fifth-grade students.

Do You Want to Be More Involved in  
Polk Burnett Farm Bureau?

Polk Burnett Farm Bureau is looking to increase agriculture promotion 
events throughout Polk and Burnett counties. To do this, we need your help.

Do you have the passion for agriculture and what to help promote it? Here 
is your chance. We need volunteers to help with events such as Burnett Dairy 
Days, Polk County Fair, Burnett County Fair, Ag in the Classroom essay 
contest and classroom activities to name a few. 

Volunteers will help in the planning of events, assist with activities at the 
events and answer questions about where their food comes from. 

If this sounds like something that you are interested in, please contact 
Crystal Meier at 715.292.7798 or District 9 Coordinator Katie Mattison at 
715.418.0975 or kmattison@wfbf.com.

Maple Hill Farm Awarded Farm Family of the Year

The 2019 Farm Family of the Year was presented to Maple Hill Farm by Paul Hetke, Rusk County 
Farm Bureau Board member. Brian and Tammy Michielson and their son accepted the award. The 
Farm Family of the Year was awarded during the Greater Ladysmith Community Awards banquet.

Terry DuSell and Paul Hetke, Rusk County Farm Bureau board members, 
surprised Bruce Nelson at a Ladysmith basketball game and recognized 
him for his many years of dedicated service to Rusk County Farm Bureau.

Nelson Recognized for Service

Launa Daniels (middle) was the winner of the 
Polk Burnett Farm Bureau essay contest. Jadyn 
Thaemert (right) placed second and Tanner Freer 
(left) was the third place winner. All three were 
fifth-grade students at Unity School District.
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A Message From the President ...
Dave Kruschke
St. Croix County Farm Bureau 
president

Greetings St. Croix 
County Farm Bureau 
members,

As I write this 
message, planting is in 
full swing. After a long 

winter it is time to start planning for summer 
and to look forward to upcoming activities. 

County fair season is coming soon. St. Croix 
County Farm Bureau again will have a food 
stand at the St. Croix County Fair. We would 
love to see you at the fair and could always use 
your help if you have a few hours to volunteer. 
If you can help, even for a short time, please 
contact Melanie Peterson.

The other large event is Farm-City Day. This 

year it will be held on Saturday, August 10, at 
Minglewood Dairy, the Solum Family, north of 
Deer Park. The Solum’s milk more than 1,000 
cows and raise their own feed. This past year, 
they installed robots to milk some of the cows.

At Farm City Day, you will be able to view 
them working. As with all events, this does take 
a large number of volunteers. 

If you could spare a couple hours, please let 
any of our board members know.

Join Us at Farm City Day, August 10 
What: St. Croix Farm City Day
When: August 10, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Minglewood Dairy, 60 105th Street, Deer Park

Farm Bureau Scholarship Recipients Announced
Hailey Mueller and Marie Hamlin have been 

selected as recipients of St. Croix County Farm 
Bureau $500 scholarships.

Applicants were asked to complete an 
application that included their education 
plans, community and school activities and 
recommendations from teachers. 

Congratulations to Hailey and Marie. 
We wish you the best of luck in your future 
endeavors.

Hailey graduated from  
St. Croix Central High 
School. She is the  
daughter of Brent and 
Melinda Mueller. Her plan 
is to attend UW-River Falls 
and major in business 
with an animal science 
minor.

Marie graduated from  
St. Croix Central High 
School. She is the  
daughter of Mark and 
Jane Hamlin. Her plan 
is to attend University 
of Minnesota Duluth to 
study chemical  
engineering. 

Enjoy the Dairy Days of Summer at the Sawyer County Dairy Breakfast
When: Saturday, June 22, from 6 to 11 a.m. 
Where:  Sawyer County Fairgrounds in Hayward 

On Highway B, 2 miles east of Highway 27 in Hayward
Cost: $7 for adults; $6 for ages 4-12; FREE, younger than 3 years old

Come to the Sawyer County Dairy Breakfast and enjoy a hearty breakfast of pancakes, with the option of 
blueberries or chocolate chips, scrambled eggs, sausage, cheese, ice cream, strawberries and whipped cream, milk, 
cranberry juice and coffee. You are guaranteed to not leave hungry.

There will be something for the whole family including live entertainment, farm animals, kids’ activities and farm 
equipment. This event is co-sponsored by Sawyer County Farm Bureau with funds supplied by the Dairy Farmers of 
Wisconsin. A portion of the proceeds from the event will support the Sawyer County 4-H. 

For more information or if you are interested in volunteering to help with this event, please contact Missy Beissel 
at 715.266.3414. We look forward to seeing you for breakfast. Keep up with this event on Facebook: Sawyer County 
Dairy Breakfast. 

Thank you to the Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin and our many area business sponsors.

Come to the Sawyer County Dairy 
Breakfast and enjoy a delicious 
breakfast. Don’t forget the ice cream.

Sawyer County wfbf.com/about/counties/sawyer
SawyerCountyFarmBureau

St. Croix County Fair, July 17-21 
 St. Croix County Farm Bureau will have their food 

stand, which includes great home-made food and of 
course, those famous deep-fried Ellsworth cheese curds. 

A free meal is included for working at least a three-
hour shift. To schedule your preferred time, please contact 
Melanie Peterson at 715.665.2142 or Jenny Mueller at 
715.749.3583. 

Many hands make for light work. Thank you in 
advance for your willingness to help.
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Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Northwest Cleansweep will accept the first 200 

pounds of chemicals from farmers or abandoned 
farms for free. Farmers with agricultural-related 
wastes can participate at any of the household 
hazardous waste collection events or at the 
permanent collection site in Spooner. 

Pre-registration is required, please contact 715.635.2197.

Bay Area Farm and Garden Show
The Bay Area Farm and Garden Show and Dairy 

Breakfast was held on April 6 at the Bay Area 
Civic Center in Ashland and again was a success. 
The show itself was free and had a good showing 
of vendors showcasing a variety of items, which 
attracted attendees before and after the breakfast.

Superior Shores Farm Bureau and Rural Mutual 
Insurance sponsored ‘Snacking Around Wisconsin,’ 
which is a fun way for attendees to learn about 
Wisconsin agriculture and products that are 
raised or grown on the more than 76,000 farms in 
Wisconsin, and also make up a bag of tasty treats to 
take home.

The breakfast featured the ‘Wisconsin Scrambled Omelet’ prepared in the giant fry pan and was popular 
with attendees. The omelet was accompanied with muffins, donuts, cheese, milk, juice and an ice cream 
sundae. The breakfast was sponsored by the Bayfield and Ashland County 4-H, Ashland FFA, Superior 
Shores Farm Bureau, Rural Mutual Insurance and Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin. Proceeds from the event will 
support Bayfield and Ashland County 4-H and Ashland FFA activities.

Have a ‘Scoop on Us’
Superior Shores Farm Bureau 

will celebrate June Dairy Month by 
offering a ‘Scoop on Us’ at locations 
throughout Ashland, 
Bayfield, Douglas and 
Iron counties.

Stop into any of the 
following locations 
during June to enjoy a 
free scoop of ice cream on Superior 
Shores Farm Bureau, Rural Mutual 
Insurance Company, Dairy 
Farmers of Wisconsin and the 
Chequamegon Dairy Association.

• Twin Gables, Brule
• Brickhouse, Cable
• Joany’s Sidekicks, Iron Belt

Superior Shores Farm Bureau and Rural Mutual Insurance 
agents, Alan Schiefelbein and Joshua Huray, welcomed visitors 
of all ages to their booth to go ‘Snacking Around Wisconsin.’

Winter Student Is County and District 9 Winner
Brenna Ewert, a fourth-grade student from Winter, 

is the Sawyer County winner of the Agriculture in 
the Classroom essay contest.

Brenna is the daughter of Jenna Petit and Scott 
Ewert. Mrs. Donna Knuckey is her fourth-grade 
teacher at Winter Elementary School. 

In addition to being selected as the Sawyer County winner, Brenna’s essay 
was also chosen as the District 9 winner. 

Youth Equipment Training Dates Set
By Kevin Schoessow, UW-Extension area agriculture development educator

Wisconsin law requires that any youth younger than 16 years of 
age be certified to operate a tractor or machinery on public roads, 
even if working for a parent or guardian. In addition, federal law 
prohibits hiring or even allowing any youth under the age of 16 to 
participate in any hazardous work activities, including operating 
tractors more than 20 PTO horsepower, unless the youth has a 
training certificate or is working on a farm owned and operated by 
a parent or guardian.

A tractor and farm machinery safety certification program, 
which satisfies Federal and State requirements, will be held at the 
Spooner Agricultural Research Station from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. on June 18, 19 and 21. Youth participating will receive 
classroom instruction and supervised tractor driving experience. 

Students must be at least 12 years old to enroll, attend all 
training sessions and complete written and driving examinations 
in order to be certified. Pre-registration is required. There is a $20 
fee for the course.

To pre-register for the training, please contact Lorraine 
Toman at the Spooner Area Ag Agents UW-Extension Office at 
715.635.3506 or 800.528.1914. Please provide the name, address, 
telephone number and date of birth of the youth.

Brenna’s winning essay.
Farmers’ Markets

If you don’t know what a farmers’ market is, I will tell you. First, 
a farmers’ market is a public place where they sell fruits and other 
things that are fresh. There are a lot of things farmers’ markets sell 
but I only have a few in mind. There is corn, oranges, blueberries, 
strawberries, flowers, wild rice, beans, pumpkins, apples, bananas 
and many, many more. 

Farmers’ markets are very important for many reasons but here 
are a few. First, farmers’ markets are very important because they 
are the critical component in rebuilding local food economies. 
Second, it helps support local farmers, and lastly, it offers fresh 
food.

One time I went to a farmers’ market. There were flowers, fruits, 
vegetables, breads, meats and many more. When I smelled the 
strawberries, they smelled so good. We got flowers, strawberries 
and carrots. When I tasted the strawberry it was the coldest, 
juiciest and freshest thing I ever tasted. When I tasted the carrots, 
they were so cold. When I felt the flowers, the petals were super 
smooth. But when I smelled the flowers they smelled so, so good.

Also, if you were wondering, most farmers’ markets take cash, 
but some might allow debit or credit cards. 

If you have nothing to do in the summer, I suggest you go to a 
farmers’ market.



Non Profit
Organization
US Postage 

PAID
Platteville, WI 53818

Permit No. 124

Address Service Requested

PO Box 5550 Madison, WI  53705
County Farm Bureaus

This Issue Contains 
Highlights for:
 Barron County
 Dunn County
 Pierce County
 Polk Burnett
 Rusk County 
 Sawyer County
 St. Croix County
 Superior Shores


