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Throughout the months of
September and October, all eight
counties in District 1 held their
county annual meetings, which
celebrated their accomplishments
during the past year.
The number of members
attending varied from a dozen in Milwaukee County to
more than 100 in a couple of other counties. This is where
the grassroots policy is voted on by the membership.
It starts from the policy development in that county
and if passed by the voting members at the county annual
meeting, resolutions are submitted to the state Policy
Development Committee for consideration. From there, it
may be inserted into the policy book draft and forwarded to
the delegates at the WFBF Annual Meeting in December.
National Policy follows the same pathway; if passed at
the WFBF Annual Meeting, it is forwarded to the state
presidents, who act as the Policy
Development Committee for AFBF.
One highlight of the annual
meetings was that Waukesha County
Farm Bureau celebrated its 100th
anniversary. They had a committee
that put together a video highlighting
accomplishment of the county.
Members also had tabletop displays
with memorabilia for people to look at. Waukesha County
was one of the charter counties that formed Wisconsin Farm
Bureau 100 years ago.
District 1 had two other counties that celebrated 99 years
this year. I look forward to seeing what kind of celebrations
will be in store for the annual meetings next year.
WFBF wrapped up its year on September 30 with 12
consecutive years of membership growth. Congratulations
to the counties that achieved a membership gain. What a
fitting way to celebrate WFBF’s 100 years.
The celebration will continue at the WFBF Annual
Meeting in December at the Kalahari Resorts. From special
guests to world renown speakers, to a panel of present
and former presidents of our organization, there is a lot
of history that will be shared. I hope you can attend the
festivities and help celebrate.
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In the
June 2019
newsletter I
wrote about my
grandparents
who were
involved in Farm Bureau and built the
legacy that they left behind. This is a
continuation of that article.
Dad’s family was not involved in
Farm Bureau. My dad joined in the
1970s when he became active with
Young Farmer activities. In 1981, he
was Ozaukee County’s Outstanding
Young Farmer of the Year. In October
2006, my dad saw value to Farm Bureau
and joined the Ozaukee County Farm
Bureau board of directors. Throughout
the years, he has taken leadership
roles. In October 2010, he was elected
as secretary and treasurer and since
October 2014, he serves as vice president
of Ozaukee County Farm Bureau.
My mom’s family was always very
active with Farm Bureau. My mom
was voted by the Young Farmers to be
Ozaukee County Miss Farm Bureau
in 1981. She was on floats in parades
and involved with other Farm Bureau
programs. Now, she is the biggest
support of her husband and children
who are active with Farm Bureau.
After Rick completed the
UW-Madison Farm and Industry Short
Course, he was back to the family farm
and at the October 2005 Ozaukee
County Farm Bureau annual meeting
he was elected the county Young Farmer
and Agriculturist (YFA) chair.
His intent was not to join the board
at that meeting, he attended the meeting

to thank the Farm Bureau for the
scholarship he received, which turned
into much more. Since then, he was
on the state YFA committee and state
chair, and he was on the American Farm
Bureau Federation Young Farmer and
Rancher Committee.
My three sisters are or have been
involved in Farm Bureau also. Amy is
the District 2 coordinator for Wisconsin
Farm Bureau and prior to joining the
staff, was very active with the county’s
Ag in the Classroom program. Becky
was a part of a recent WFBF Leadership
Institute. Jacki is on the WFBF
Promotion and Education Committee.
Jacki also was a charter member and first
president of the collegiate Farm Bureau
at the UW-River Falls.
For my 18th birthday, Rick gifted
me (and my sisters) a Farm Bureau
membership, the rest is history. When
I joined, I attended YFA events, helped
with Ag in the Classroom and attended
the Wisconsin Ag Women’s Summit.
In 2012, I joined the Wisconsin Farm
Bureau staff as District 1 coordinator.
I remember the day that I told my
grandma that I started working for Farm
Bureau. She was proud and had a smile
from ear-to-ear to know that the legacy
that she started with her involvement
in Farm Bureau would continue for
generations to come.
My family has been impacted by Farm
Bureau through helping at the county
fair food stand, receiving Farm Bureau
scholarships and the 4-H Key Awards
that are sponsored by Farm Bureau.
Do you have a story to share?
Wisconsin Farm Bureau is gathering
centennial stories about your Farm
Bureau involvement. If you have a story
to tell, or photos to share, please contact
me at 262.689.1838.
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District 1 News
Young Farmer and Agriculturist Updates
By Bob Nash, District 1 Young Farmer and Agriculturist Chair

It’s been a crazy year, with another three-years to go. In August, I
was appointed to another three-year term with the Young Farmer and
Agriculturist (YFA) Committee. I have truly enjoyed being a part of the
state committee, meeting farmers and agriculturists from throughout the
state and planning events.
On August 14, we had five excellent Farm Bureau members compete
in the District 1 Discussion Meet. This year’s topic for the district contest
was: The customer is always right. How do farmers and ranchers think
and respond, through the lens of consumer priorities and marketing
trends, to build common values and confidence in modern production
methods to build consumer acceptance?
The three finalists who are advancing to the YFA Conference to
compete are: Kallie Jo Coates, Whitney Rathke and Ryan Elbe. Please
wish these members the best of luck as they move on to the state
competition.
Part of my responsibilities being on the YFA Committee is planning
the YFA Conference. I am excited for what we have planned. Mark your
calendars and plan to attend the YFA Conference on December 6-8 at the
Kalahari Resorts in the Wisconsin Dells. This year we will be in the new
conference center.

Discussion Meet contestants (from left): Kendall Riskedal (Jefferson County), Kallie Jo
Coates (Racine County), Whitney Rathke (Ozaukee County), Kayla Wilson (Racine County)
and Ryan Elbe (Washington County).

I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming YFA events. If you want
to get more involved or have ideas for upcoming events, please contact me
at 262.617.7170 or fitnessbob1@yahoo.com.

Trivia Questions

Family Farm Weekend at the Milwaukee Zoo

At some of the county annual meetings, trivia was included in
the meeting program. Write down your answers below and find the
answers on page 3.

District 1 Farm Bureau members volunteered at the Milwaukee Zoo for the
annual Family Farm Weekend on September 14 and 15.
Volunteers got the chance to interact with attendees and share their
knowledge of agriculture. Adults learned about how much sugar is in drinks.
We had a
display on how
much sugar is
in a variety of
drinks. Did
you know that
a 13.7-ounce
Starbucks
Frappuccino has
11.5 teaspoons
of added sugar?
Washington County Promotion and Education committee chair
Or a 16.9-ounce Barbara Schulz Kluever educated kids and adults about how much
A&W soda has
sugar is in drinks.
16 teaspoons of
added sugar? You might want to rethink your drinks and go for some sugarfree or natural sugar options like milk or water.
Also, on
display was
cow feed that
kids could
touch and feel
the food that
cows eat.
Educating
consumers
about their
Sean and Jennifer Beres from Waukesha County talked to families
food and
about what cows eat.
agriculture is
important, and there is no better location to educate than the Milwaukee Zoo.

1. 2019 is WFBF’s Centennial year. Which District 1 county also
was established in 1919?
2. In 1961, Jefferson County member Dan Poulson was the first
person from Wisconsin to be elected chair of which American
Farm Bureau Committee?
3. In the spring of 1964, Farm Bureau put on a new face in the
countryside with attractive new signs. The sign featured a
stop sign on the back side to remind farmers to stop before
proceeding from the farm gate and the phrase ‘_________
_________ _________’ on the front side to proclaim that this
farmer was a part of the ‘Voice for Agriculture’ in Wisconsin.
4. Who was the WFBF President from 1992 to 2002?
5. Who is the current WFBF President?
6. Who is the current WFBF Board of Director representing
District 1?
7. Who is the District Coordinator for District 1?
8. Who represents District 1 on the WFBF Promotion and
Education Committee?
9. Who was elected to serve a three-year term on the WFBF Young
Farmer and Agriculturist Committee from District 1?
10. Where is the WFBF Annual Meeting held?
11. What is the name of the 2020 Ag in the Classroom Book of the
Year?
12. Farm Bureau leaders recognized the need to provide automobile
coverage to members who were often unable to find affordable
insurance as farmers were considered very high risk. In 1934,
the Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company of Wisconsin was
formed. What is the name of that company now?
Answers are on page 3.
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District 1 News
Promotion and Education Committee Updates
By Jacki Moegenburg, District 1 Promotion and Education
Committee Chair

Early in the year, the Promotion and
Education Committee hosted a Leadership
Boot Camp focused on running for office and
advocacy. We will host another Boot Camp
on November 16 at the Wisconsin Discovery
Center in Manitowoc. This year, the topic will
focus on how to work with the media.
In March, the Promotion and Education
Committee also helped kick off the first-ever Ag
LEAD Summit in Appleton. We had about 120
people attend phenomenal breakout sessions
and listen to great keynote speakers.
We hope you can join us at the next Ag
LEAD Summit in March 2021 in Stevens Point.
This conference will take place every other
year opposite the IGNITE Conference. Mark
your calendars and plan to attend the IGNITE
Conference on March 27-28, 2020.
On the District level, we had about 30 people
attend a tour of Miller Park. It was a lot of
fun and neat to learn about the history of the
Milwaukee Brewer’s and the different ways the

About 30 members from District 1 attended a tour of
Miller Park.

stadium is impacted by agriculture – from the
food and beer they serve to the grass they play
on.
The counties in District 1 also had numerous
essay contest participants, and I encourage each
county to set a goal of having more entries than
they did last year. This is a great way to educate
our youth. District 1 also had the winning essay
from the entire state competition, what a great
accomplishment.
My role promoting and educating about

Families enjoyed learning more about the behind the
scenes at Miller Park. Pictured is Brett Moegenburg
holding son Byron and Jacki Moegenburg holding
daughter Gracelyn.

agriculture started before I became the District
1 Chair and Farm Bureau has helped enhance
my passion.
Throughout the year, I love educating our
community on my family’s dairy farm by
offering farm tours, farm camps, birthday
parties and an annual Sundae on the Farm.
I encourage you, even if you aren’t on the
county promotion and education committee,
to start the conversation about agriculture
wherever you are because together we can make
a difference.

Membership Triumph

Essay Contest Theme Announced
The essay contest topic is, ‘How has
Wisconsin agriculture affected your life today?’
The 2020 book of the year is, “Right This Very
Minute” by Lisl H. Detlefsen.
The book and essay topic will give you,
farmers in District 1, the opportunity to go
into classrooms and share your story about
agriculture.
The essay contest is open to fourth- and fifthgrade students and essays are due April 1, 2020.
For more information, please visit www.
wisagclassroom.org.

Fall Edition

Check out the listing of your dues amount.
• Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation = $40
• Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation Services
Program = $3
• American Farm Bureau Federation = $5
• Accidental Death Policy = $1
• County Farm Bureau = remaining amount
between $6 and $11
If you have questions about your membership
dues, how to read your billing statement
or if you know someone who wants to join
Farm Bureau, don’t hesitate to contact me at
pwilhelme@wfbf.com. I look forward to another
successful membership year.

Trivia Answers

Congratulations and thank you to those
counties who achieved a voting or total
membership gain at the end of the membership
year, helping WFBF achieve its 12th consecutive
year of membership growth.
The membership year is from October 1 to
September 30. The counties who achieved a
voting gain included: Kenosha, Ozaukee and
Waukesha.
The counties who achieved a total gain
include Jefferson, Milwaukee, Ozaukee and
Racine.

Thank you for being a Farm Bureau member.
Each county Farm Bureau board decides the
amount that it charges for county dues.
Here’s a breakdown of District 1 counties and
yearly dues amounts.
• Jefferson, Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee,
Washington and Waukesha: $55
• Walworth: $58
• Racine: $60
Do you know where your dues go? Your dues
are helping the state and county Farm Bureaus
conduct programs and a portion goes towards
your membership to American Farm Bureau.

1. Waukesha County
2. Young Farmer
3. Farm Bureau Member
4. Dan Poulson
5. Jim Holte
6. Dave Daniels
7. Patti (Roden) Wilhelme
8. Jacki Moegenburg
9. Bob Nash
10. Kalahari Resorts in Wisconsin Dells
11. “Right This Very Minute” by Lisl H. Detlefsen
12. Rural Mutual Insurance Company

By Patti Wilhelme, District 1 Coordinator
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99th Jefferson County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting Wrap-Up
One-hundred Farm Bureau members and
guests gathered on September 22 at a new
location, Neighbors Restaurant, for the 99th
Jefferson County Farm Bureau annual meeting.
Following a delicious dinner, voting members
passed resolutions, elected directors and voted
on delegates to the WFBF Annual Meeting.
Directors who have been elected to a threeyear term included: Sue Andersen, Steve
Knoebel, Tony Schadt and Scott Schultz.
Sue Marx was re-elected as Promotion and
Education chair, and the Young Farmer and
Agriculturist committee co-chairs are Lindsay
Knoebel and Hope Kinderman.
Eight delegates were elected to represent
Jefferson County at the WFBF Annual Meeting.
They include Steve Jones, Eugene Mess, Mary
Mess, Randy Mitchell, John Morris, Will

Jefferson County Farm Bureau President
Randy Mitchell led a great 99th annual
meeting.

Morris, Tony Schadt and Roger
Zimmerman.
Following elections, the
Service to Agriculture awards
were presented, scholarship
recipients were announced
and Randy Mitchell gave his
president’s report.
Attendees heard from
WFBF’s District 1 Director
Dave Daniels, the Rural Mutual
report was presented by Tony
Conlin and Perry Goetsch
reported on behalf of Insight FS.
Stay tuned for plans on the
100th Jefferson County annual
meeting next year.

Roger Zimmerman led the elections of
board of directors and delegates to the
WFBF Annual Meeting.

The Jefferson County board of directors includes: front row (from left): Young
Farmer and Agriculturist co-chair Lindsay Knoebel; president Randy Mitchell;
vice president Tony Schadt; and secretary and treasurer Melissa Gross; back row
(from left); Promotion and Education chair Sue Marx; Steve Jones; Dawn Jones;
Roger Zimmerman; Scott Schultz; Sue Andersen; Steve Knoebel; Eugene Mess;
and John Morris; not pictured: Bob Halser; and Young Farmer and Agriculturist
co-chair Hope Kinderman.

Tony Schadt presented the resolutions
that were considered at the local, state
and national levels. All resolutions passed.

The Insight FS report was given by
Jefferson County member Perry Goetsch.

FREE Resource Kits Available for Use
Resource kits are available to teachers, 4-H, FFA,
homeschoolers, etc., with lesson plans to compliment
teaching objectives with activities for graphing, math
fractions, reading, probability, mapping, sequencing,
measurement, health and history.
The resource kits available include dairy,
honeybees, nutrition, soybeans and swine. These kits
can be checked out and picked up at UW-Extension
located at 864 Collins Road in Jefferson, or one of the
volunteers would be happy to deliver one to you.
Your local Jefferson County ag in the classroom

committee has assembled these totes specifically
for your use. Thankfully it was funded with a grant
from the Jefferson County Agri-Business Club and
Jefferson County Farm Bureau. These organizations
are devoted to agricultural awareness.
Spread that word that this great resource is available
and that there will be more resource totes to come.
For more information, please contact Sue Andersen
at 920.650.5428 or Scott Schultz at 920.988.2864,
co-chairs for the Jefferson County Farm Bureau Ag in
the Classroom program.

Farm Technology Days was held in July.
As you drove to the event, did you see
the Jefferson County Farm Bureau float?

2019 Plat Books Available

Updating the County’s Comprehensive Plan

Jefferson County
Farm Bureau plat
books are available.
The cost is $15 for
Farm Bureau members,
$35 for non-members.
To get your
book, please contact
Jefferson County Farm
Bureau vice president
Tony Schadt at
414.573.5382 or schadtak@gmail.com.

Jefferson County is in the process of updating the County’s Comprehensive Plan and
Agricultural Preservation and Land Use Plan.
Parts of the plan functions as the primary policy document setting forth directions for how
Jefferson County intends to preserve agriculture production, farmland, environmental corridors
and rural character. The plan will create at least a 20-year vision for future planning and
community decisions.
Jefferson County Farm Bureau, along with Farmers Union, will host a meeting in December
2019 or January 2020. This will provide an opportunity to give insight on issues specific to
agriculture. We encourage young farmers to participate as this update will shape the vision for
the next 20 years.
For more details, look for a press release in local newspapers, check out the Jefferson County
Farm Bureau Facebook page or contact a Farm Bureau board of director.
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Four Service to Agriculture Awards Presented
The Service to Agriculture award was established to draw attention to
outstanding individuals or groups who demonstrate a commitment to
agriculture in Jefferson County.
This year, Jefferson County Farm Bureau presented four Service to
Agriculture awards at the Jefferson County Farm Bureau annual meeting.
Roland Altreuter
For more than 30 years,
Roland ‘Rollie’ Altreuter was
a staple on many of the dairy
farms in Jefferson County.
Once a month, Roland
showed up for official test or
dropped off the equipment
for owner’s sample.
Roland became a role
model to many farm kids as
they watched him collecting
samples, volunteer to sell fruit Roland Altreuter was presented with a Service to
Agriculture award by Megan Lundy.
for the FFA, emcee the FFA
alumni pancake breakfast or serve ice cream sundaes at the county fair.
Farm Bureau thanks Roland for his commitment to promoting FFA
and his contribution to the success of many of the dairy farms for
producing quality milk. He is a true example of Service to Agriculture.

Mike and Sarah Walter Family
During the past three years,
Mike and Sarah have opened
their farm to host Wisconsin
Farm Technology Days. The
Walter family worked tirelessly to
promote and put on the show.
They have shown dedication
to the agricultural industry in
Jefferson County. Because of this
dedication, visitors to the show
know more about agriculture in
Jefferson County.
The Walter family showcased
how the many generations
of Jefferson County families
Mike Walter was the recipient of a Service
are doing their part to keep
to Agriculture award for hosting Wisconsin
agriculture thriving.
Farm Technology Days.
They provided free lunches to
volunteers who worked at the show and invited them to a thank you party
with free food and entertainment.
They are involved in their church and continue to support local
organizations and the youth within this county. Again, thank you for your
work, time and Service to Agriculture.

Mary Mess
Mary is a busy lady.
She enjoys time with
her husband, Gene,
her children and
grandchildren. She also
works full-time for the
Lake Mills School District.
For more than 25 years,
Mary has been organizing,
scheduling, ordering,
picking up, dropping
off, opening, closing and
counting money for the
Jefferson County Farm
Mary Mess received the Service to Agriculture award
Bureau cream puff booth.
A large task for one person. presented by Dawn Jones.
Mary served as Jefferson County Farm Bureau women’s committee chair
for many years. She has been active with the Ag in the Classroom program
and has played a large role in the annual Fourth Grade Farm Tour.
For more than a quarter of a century, Mary has been truly dedicated
to Jefferson County Farm Bureau. We congratulate Mary Mess on being
dedicated to Jefferson County Farm Bureau and being a true example of
Service to Agriculture.

Farm Technology Days Volunteers
The Jefferson County Farm
Bureau presented a Service to
Agriculture award to volunteers
who made the 2019 Wisconsin
Farm Technology Days a success.
Without the 1,300 plus
volunteers, the show would not
have happened. During the past
three years, committees worked to
bring a successful show to Jefferson
County.
To the volunteers, you are
commended for your countless
hours of time sacrificed for the
promotion of agriculture. As the
volunteers would attest to, most
Lavern Georgson received a Service to
everyone had a lot of fun, made
Agriculture award on behalf of the
new friends and developed stronger Wisconsin Farm Technology Days
volunteers. The plaque will be hung at the
leadership skills.
UW-Extension office.
Even though the attendance
wasn’t high, the show went smooth and the visitors got to see what a closeknit community Jefferson County really is.
Again, thank you for your Service to Agriculture.

60 Dozen Cream Puffs Sold During Jefferson County Fair
By Mary Mess, cream puff booth chair

Despite the hot, humid weather for Jefferson County Fair, we had a
successful week. We sold 60 dozen cream puffs, 30 gallons of white milk,
80 gallons of chocolate milk, used 114 gallons of vanilla ice cream, 72
gallons of chocolate ice cream, three cans of hot fudge, 90 pounds of

Fall Edition

strawberries from Jelli’s Market plus another 36
pounds of frozen strawberries and about 600 ice
cream cones.
Thank you to Jelli’s Market for the strawberries,
and to the volunteers. We greatly appreciate your
help during the fair. See you again next year.
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Kenosha County Members Hear From CNH Industrial at County Annual Meeting
The 98th Kenosha County Farm Bureau annual meeting was held on
September 24 at Birchwood Grill.
Voting members reviewed and voted on state and local resolutions.
They also voted on the board of directors and delegates to the WFBF
Annual Meeting.
Those who have been re-elected to the Kenosha County Farm Bureau
board for a three-year term include Dan Kevek and Tim Edquist. Kim
Muhlenbeck has been re-elected for a one-year term as Promotion and
Education chair.
New to the board is Greg Springer, Young Farmer and Agriculturist
chair.
Kenosha County gets three delegates to the WFBF Annual Meeting.
Those who were elected to serve as delegates included: Tim Edquist, Wes
Hawkins and Kevin Muhlenbeck. They will represent Kenosha County at
the WFBF Annual Meeting in December.
Guest speakers, Russ Skewes and David Gerou, from CNH Industrial
talked about the technology they use on equipment and what technology
is coming. Their presentation was interactive and informed attendees on
how rapidly technology is changing in the agriculture industry.
Additional reports were given throughout the night. Kim Muhlenbeck
talked about what the Promotion and Education committee has been
doing and announced Andrea Edquist as the scholarship recipient.
District 1 Board Director and Kenosha County Farm Bureau member
Dave Daniels reported on behalf of the Wisconsin Farm Bureau, talking
about the centennial celebration coming up at the WFBF Annual
Meeting.

Kenosha County was pleased
to have the new Rural Mutual
Insurance CEO Dan Merk in
attendance to give an update.
District agency manager
Graig Beckstrand also gave a
brief Rural Mutual Insurance
report.
The reports concluded with
John Tuttle from Conserv FS.
Overall, a great annual
meeting for the 25 attendees.

Kenosha County Farm Bureau president
Kevin Muhlenbeck introduced the guest
speakers Russ Skewes and David Gerou.

Former YFA chair Dan Kirchner presented
the resolutions that were voted on.

Kim Muhlenbeck reported on the
Promotion and Education committee
activities, and distributed door prizes.

Members of the Kenosha County board of directors are (from left): secretary/treasurer
Dan Kevek; Wes Hawkins, Young Farmer and Agriculturist chair Greg Springer; Ben
Harbach; vice president Tim Edquist; Promotion and Education chair Kim Muhlenbeck;
and president Kevin Muhlenbeck.

Rural Mutual Insurance Chief Executive Officer
Dan Merk gave the insurance report.

John Tuttle reported on behalf of
Conserv FS.

Wisconsin Ag Open

Kenosha County Farm Bureau sponsored two golfers at the Wisconsin Ag Open.
Those who golfed on the Kenosha County Farm Bureau team included: WFBF
Board Director Dave Daniels, Dirk Daniels, Dan McGrath and Gene Weis. The
money raised at the golf outing is used for programs sponsored by the Wisconsin
Farm Bureau Foundation.
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91 Years and Counting
On September 16, the Milwaukee County
Farm Bureau annual meeting was held at the
Pallas Restaurant in West Allis.
Attendees heard from District 1 Director
Dave Daniels, District 1 Coordinator Patti
Wilhelme, Chief Administrative Officer Dale
Beaty and the Rural Mutual Insurance report
was given by Gail Luedke.
District 1 Director Dave Daniels
congratulated the county on an outstanding
year. At the time of the county annual meeting,
the county had already achieved a total
membership gain. He also reported on his
trip to Washington, D.C., where he met with
legislators.
District 1 Coordinator Patti Wilhelme
recapped the events for the past year, most
notably the Young Farmer and Agriculturist
Discussion Meet. She also talked about

upcoming events including Ag Day at the
Capitol and the IGNITE Conference, both
coming up in early 2020.
WFBF CAO Dale Beaty talked about
the upcoming centennial celebration
taking place at the WFBF Annual Meeting
in December. He also noted that the
WFBF Annual Meeting will be in the new
Milwaukee County members and guests gathered for the county
convention center at the Kalahari Resorts.
annual meeting and dinner.
Gail Luedke gave the Rural Mutual
Insurance report. She mentioned the new
Napientek to attend the WFBF Annual Meeting
Rural Mutual Chief Executive Officer Dan
as a delegate.
Merk started in April 2019. The company has
The members also donated $1,000 to the
received an A+ AM Best Rating and is in their
Vincent High School FFA Chapter to allow
11th consecutive year of being a Ward’s Top 50
students to attend the FFA Farm Forum hosted
company. Rural Mutual has paid farm dividends by Wisconsin Farm Bureau.
to farm policyholders in the past and continues
The Milwaukee County annual meeting was
to greatly support Farm Bureau events.
a success and we look forward to another great
year.
The voting members nominated John

Donations to WFB Foundation Centennial Fundraiser
At the Milwaukee County Farm Bureau
annual meeting on September 16, attendees
discussed and decided to donate $2,500 to the
WFB Foundation centennial fundraiser.
Rural Mutual Insurance Company is
matching donations between $1 and $10,000
up to $100,000.
Centennial Club Members
• Planter: $100 donation, receive a
Centennial Club lapel pin.
• Cultivator: $200 donation, receive
a Centennial Club lapel pin and
commemorative coin.
• Harvester: $300 donation, receive a
Centennial Club lapel pin, commemorative
coin and Farm Bureau sign.

Racine County

How can you donate? Farm Bureau is funding donation amounts and
for the future with a goal of raising $100,000
what you could receive if
by December 2020. Your tax-deductible
your donation is made by
contribution will help lay the foundation for
November 20, 2020.
another 100 years.
Funds raised will be used to support WFB
You can be a Centennial Club Member
Foundation programs. To donate, visit
or VIP Club Member, see the breakdown of
wfbf.com/centennial/centennial-fundraising.
VIP Club Members
• AGvocate: $1,000 donation, receive a Centennial Club lapel pin, commemorative coin, Farm
Bureau sign and on-state recognition at the WFBF Annual Meeting.
• Agriculturist: $5,000 donation, receive a Centennial Club lapel pin, commemorative coin, Farm
Bureau sign, on-state recognition at the WFBF Annual Meeting and a Betty Engel Print.
• Farmer: $10,000 donation, receive a Centennial Club lapel pin, commemorative coin, Farm
Bureau sign, on-state recognition at the WFBF Annual Meeting, a Betty Engel Print and a
private dinner with the WFBF President.

wfbf.com/about/counties/racine
RacineCountyFarmBureau

Got Milk?

Wisconsin Ag Open

By Judy Uhlenhake, Promotion and Education committee chair

We are excited to see our milk program taking off. Racine County Farm
Bureau partnered with Burlington Kiwanis Club and Racine County Dairy
Promotion Committee to give milk, cheese and butter coupons to Love
Inc., to be distributed to families in need.
We will be expanding the program by offering coupons to The Healing
House in Dover as well. The coupons are redeemed at Kwik Trip, who
has been very good to work with. The coupons are for $2 each to be used
towards milk, cheese or butter.
We started the program for just milk but have added cheese and butter.
This is our way to give back to our community and promote dairy products.

Fall Edition

Racine County members enjoyed a day on the golf course supporting the Wisconsin
Farm Bureau Foundation. Those who golfed included: Kevin Malchine, Jim Hanson,
Erik Hanson and Al Jasperson.
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Racine County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting Celebrates 72 Years
On September 8, 40 voting members and
guests attended the 72nd Racine County Farm
Bureau annual meeting at River City Lanes.
Those who attended had positive comments
on the new location. River City Lanes prepared
a delicious lunch buffet.
The guest speaker
for the afternoon
was Abbey Graf.
She talked about her
study abroad trip
to Kenya. The trip
was half academics
Guest speaker Abbey Graf
and half internship. gave a PowerPoint
During her trip she
presentation about her study
abroad trip to Kenya.
stayed with host
families. In Kenya, agriculture is the largest
sector of employment. Kenya is a large producer
of coffee and tea. This past summer Abbey
worked at DATCP with hemp policy.
Voting members
approved two state
resolutions that have
been forwarded to the
state Policy Development
Committee for
consideration at the
Board member Brian
WFBF Annual Meeting.
Schaal presented the
Two members who
two state resolutions
to voting members.
were elected to a threeyear term on the board of directors included:
Jeff Rice and Jim Waldron. Judy Uhlenhake
was elected to a one-year term as Promotion
and Education chair. Londa Lauber was elected
to a one-year term for Young Farmer and
Agriculturist chair.
Delegates for the WFBF Annual Meeting
were elected. Based on the membership yearend, Racine County gets four delegates to the

WFBF Annual Meeting. They
include Kevin Ranke, Brian Schaal,
John Scott and Judy Uhlenhake.
Jeff Rice reported on the fair
cream puff stand. The committee
bought a trailer for the equipment
and the new cream puff machine.
This year, they also had a different
cash register, which provided the
committee with a detailed report on
exactly what was sold.
Promotion and Education
The 2019-2020 Racine County board of directors includes: front row
committee chair Judy Uhlenhake
(from left): Promotion and Education chair Judy Uhlenhake; secretary/
reported on the committee’s events
treasurer Jim Hanson; and Young Farmer and Agriculturist chair Londa
in the past year. She talked about
Lauber; back row (from left): Scott Davel; president John Scott; Brian
Schaal; and Jeff Rice; not pictured: vice president Keith Jacobson; and
the library grant program and
Jim Waldron.
essay contest. Scholarship award
recipients were announced, and the
committee continues to donate money to the
up five or more new members in the past year.
Ronald McDonald House.
Ariella Schreiber, Rural Mutual Vice President
Racine County
and General Counsel, reported on behalf of
Farm Bureau president
Rural Mutual Insurance Company noting
John Scott gave his
that they are the only insurance company to
president’s report. He
offer hemp coverage and are offering pollution
thanked everyone for
coverage.
being dedicated to the
The afternoon
community through the concluded with a report
fair and ag ambassador
from Conserv FS board
President John Scott
program.
member and Racine
led the meeting and
provided a great recap of
John Scott
County Farm Bureau
the past year.
congratulated Kallie Jo
member Kevin Malchine.
Coates for being a final four contestant for the
Kevin also is the
Conserv FS and
Discussion Meet at last year’s WFBF Annual
Wisconsin representative GROWMARK board
member Kevin
Meeting. He reported on the Monsanto grant
on the GROWMARK,
that the county received and where the money
Inc., board and has seen a Malchine addressed
attendees.
went.
lot of weather challenges
District 1 Director Dave Daniels reported
throughout the year.
on behalf of Wisconsin Farm Bureau. He
The county has already begun plans for next
recognized Jeff Rice and Brian Schaal for signing year’s annual meeting. We hope to see you there.

Washington, D.C., Fly-In

Farm to Fork Event Held

In September, Racine County member Judy Uhlenhake was among
nearly 30 Wisconsin Farm Bureau members who went to
Washington, D.C., to speak with legislators. Also attending from
District 1 included District 1 Board Director Dave Daniels and Ozaukee
County board member Mark Mayer.

Racine County Farm Bureau was excited to present the
first-ever Farm to Fork event. Olivia Spaight, 2018-2019
Agriculture Ambassador, worked to put together this
awesome event. Hosted at the Case IH plant in Racine,
guests were invited to join in a meal made with meat and
produce sourced from within 20 miles of the plant.
There were two speakers,
Roger Gahart and Carrie
Jacobs, who discussed the
importance of agriculture
education in the classroom.
Three FFA chapters from
Racine County were
represented as members
served the food and helped
Three FFA chapters were represented and helped serve food.
make the event a success.
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173 Gather at County Annual Meeting
Washington County
Farm Bureau members
and fair volunteers
gathered at the 76th
Washington County
Farm Bureau annual
meeting on October 1
President Peter Muth ran
at The Columbian in
a successful 76th county
West Bend. There were
annual meeting.
173 total people in
attendance.
Voting members voted on local, state and
national resolutions. They also voted on the
board of directors and delegates to the WFBF
Annual Meeting. Those elected to a threeyear term on the board of directors include:
Ken Falk, Tyler Hetebrueg and George Muth.
Barbara Schulz Kluever was elected to a oneyear term for Promotion and Education chair
and Jesse Weber was elected to a one-year term
for Young Farmer and Agriculturist chair.
Washington County is eligible to have
five delegates to the WFBF Annual Meeting.
Those elected delegates
who will represent
Washington County on
the delegate floor at the
WFBF Annual Meeting
include: Ken Falk,
George Muth, Peter
Muth, Scott Schreffler
and Carl Wolf.
Stella Strupp read her
Mariann Gundrum
essay. She was the
introduced
the three
county, district and state
top essay contest
essay contest winner.
winners and they read
Congratulations, Stella.

their winning essays. Stella Strupp
was recognized as the state winner
of the essay contest. Mariann also
announced the 2020 essay contest
theme and book of the year.
The Friend of Agriculture
award was presented to the late
Judy Kasten. Peter Muth also
Washington County board members for the 2019-2020 year include: front row
presented a $10,000 check to
(from left): Young Farmer and Agriculturist chair Jesse Weber; secretary/treathe Ag Adventureland at the
surer Ken Falk; Mike Strupp; Helmut Wagner; and Promotion and Education
Washington County Fair, in
chair Barbara Schulz Kluever; back row (from left) George Muth; Carl Wolf;
vice president Randy Thull; Mike Kannenberg; president Peter Muth; and Tyler
Judy’s honor.
Mike Hetebrueg.
Strupp presented
Farmer and Agriculturist committee member
membership
Bob Nash, WFBF District 1 Director Dave
volunteers and
Daniels and Rural Mutual district agency
Rural Mutual agents
manager Ken Bosman.
with their checks
A special thank you was given to the three
for signing up new
board members whose term was up this
Membership committee
members. He also
year: Dave Lettow, Mark Schaefer and Scott
chair and food stand
gave
the
fair
food
Schreffler.
co-chair Mike Strupp gave
stand report, thanking
The county had a very successful year and we
his reports.
the volunteers, shift
look forward to another successful year ahead.
leaders, food stand committee and food stand
co-chair Bill Hinckley.
Washington
County Farm Bureau
Promotion and
Education committee
chair Barbara Schulz
Kluever reported on
the events in the past
year.
District 1 Director Dave
The Rural Mutual Insurance
Barbara Schulz Kluever
Additional reports
Daniels reported on
report was done by district
talked about Promotion
were done by WFBF
behalf of Wisconsin Farm
agency manager Ken
and Education committee
District 1 Young
Bureau.
Bosman.
activities.

Friend of Agriculture Award
By Peter Muth, Washington County Farm Bureau president

The Friend of Agriculture Award
is given to an individual who has
made a significant contribution to the
agriculture industry. This year we want
to recognize an individual who had a
passionate and dedicated heart for the
farming industry.
She and her family raised, milked
and showed Brown Swiss cattle on
Kara and Krista accepted the Friend of their family farm, teaching not only
Agriculture Award for their late
her own children, but sharing and
mother, Judy Kasten.
training others who shared the same
interest. She was active in numerous agriculture organizations and worked
diligently as a true leader with the Ag Adventureland at the Washington
County Fair.
The Friend of Agriculture Award was presented to the family of Judy
Kasten. Although she passed away earlier this year, she is remembered by
those who knew her and the great contributions she made to agriculture.

Fall Edition

Ag Adventureland
was started 20 years
ago by a small,
dedicated group of
volunteers who had
the vision to provide
a fun hands-on
activity, free of
Krista and Kara, daughters of the late Judy Kasten,
charge, with the
accepted a $10,000 check for the Ag Adventureland.
purpose of educating
fairgoers about agriculture. Over the years these volunteers have spent
countless hours creating and improving Ag Adventureland for hundreds of
families to enjoy.
It has always been a dream of the group to one day have a permanent
home for this much sought-after attraction.
Washington County Farm Bureau is helping to make this dream come
true. The Washington County Farm Bureau is contributing $10,000
towards the permanent building for Ag Adventureland. It is our hope
and prayer that those who enter it leave with a better understanding and
appreciation of agriculture.
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Washington County
Volunteers Wanted
The Washington County Farm
Bureau is going to volunteer at the
Ronald McDonald House for their
Lunch2Go program on from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. on Sunday, December 15.
During that time, the group will
make lunches for those staying at the
Ronald McDonald House.
If you are interested in helping,
please contact Carl Wolf at
262.483.0358.

wfbf.com/about/counties/washington
WashingtonCountyFarmBureau

Scholarships Awarded
By Ken Falk, scholarship committee chair

Congratulations to
the 2019 Farm Bureau
scholarship award recipients
who were acknowledged
at the Washington County
Fair. Each award recipient is
entitled to $750 after their
fall semester and scholarship
requirements are met.

Pictured (from left): included Sheila Weninger, Leah Weninger, Alison Hardy, Emily Groth,
Jessie Schmidt, Cameron Groth, Kerewyn Cass and scholarship committee chair Ken Falk.

Food Stand Success, Thank You

Membership

By Mike Strupp, food stand co-chair

By Mike Strupp, membership committee chair

As another summer goes by, I want to thank our volunteers
for their help in the county fair food stand. Once again, we had
another successful year with proceeds nearing $20,000.
I want to thank my co-chair, Bill Hinckley, for his time and
efforts. Thank you to Mariann Gundrum and her daughter, Pam,
for coordinating the volunteer schedule. Thanks to the morning
crew who came in early to receive deliveries and to get the food
stand open. Thank you to the volunteers who stayed night after
night to clean up and to have the food stand cleaned and ready for
the next day. Thanks to our shift leaders who kept things running
smoothly. Lastly, thank you to the dedicated volunteers. We
couldn’t do it without your help. Your help is greatly appreciated.
This year, a new addition to the food stand was a commercial
dishwasher. Thanks to George and Peter Muth for making last
minute adjustments to get the dishwasher running. Our first year
using the dishwasher and everything worked well. The objective was
to save clean-up time and to help elevate the work that is needed.
As the saying goes, ‘each day we get a day older,’ so we need to
continue to keep coming up with ideas to make things easier for us
who work in the food stand.
Thanks again for your help. We look forward to seeing you again
in 2020.

The 2018-2019 membership year ended on September 30. We reached
our goal of 30 new voting members by March 30, which entitled our county
to receive $1,000. The following volunteers received $20 per member signed
from the state and county:

Waukesha County
Directors and Delegates Voted On
At the Waukesha County Farm Bureau annual meeting,
voting members voted on the board of directors and
delegates.
Those who were elected to serve a two-year term on
the board of directors included: Mike Deneen, Dave
Morris, Tom Oberhaus, Jim Renn, Ken Rosenow, Alan
Runyard, Dave Swan and Lloyd Williams. Linda Halley is
the Promotion and Education chair and Virginia Kuenzi
and Derek Nelson are the Young Farmer and Agriculturist
co-chairs.
Based on membership, the county will have four delegates
to the WFBF Annual Meeting. They included: Dave
Bartholomew, Jane Craig, Tom Oberhaus and Jim Renn.
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• Ken Falk, signed one new member
• Mark Schaefer, signed one new member
• Carl Wolf, signed one new member
• George Muth, signed two new members

• Ross Bishop, signed five new members
• Scott Schreffler, signed five new members
• Mike Strupp, signed 10 new members

Volunteers who signed five or more new voting members receive a onenight stay at the WFBF Annual Meeting along with the registration cost.
Those who signed 10 or more new voting members receive a two-night stay at
the WFBF Annual Meeting, including the registration cost.
The Rural Mutual Insurance agents who rent from our office also receive
$20 for every new voting member signed for Washington County Farm
Bureau. We thank them for their help.
As of the end of September, we have 1,036 total members in Washington
County Farm Bureau, 480 voting members. The new membership year started
on October 1. The membership dues are $55 per year and membership
applications can be found on the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation website
wfbf.com.
Thank you to the volunteers and Rural Mutual Insurance agents for their
continued help.

wfbf.com/about/counties/waukesha
WaukeshaCountyFarmBureau

Scholarship Winners Announced
By Ken Rosenow, scholarship committee chair

The Waukesha County Farm Bureau scholarship
committee was pleased to be able to award scholarships
to very outstanding students in 2019.
This year’s scholarship recipients included: Katherine
Bugenhagen, James Dowd, Megan Dowd, Michaela
King, Derek Nelson, Angela Nerby, Mackenzie Norem, Tyler Norem, Olivia Remm,
Mariah Richardson, Hannah Tremaine and Auretta Wittkopf.
The future of agriculture looks secure with these future ag leaders, coming from
Waukesha County.
Look for information on next year’s scholarships in upcoming newsletters and on
our website at wfbf.com/about/counties/waukesha.

wfbf.com/about/counties

Waukesha County

wfbf.com/about/counties/waukesha
WaukeshaCountyFarmBureau

Centennial Celebrated in Waukesha County
By Carol Barthlomew

The 100-year
celebration and
annual meeting
of the Waukesha
County Farm
Bureau was held
September 15
at the Delafield
Brewhaus
Restaurant.
It was a great
success with
Waukesha County Farm Bureau
President Tom Oberhaus led a
more than 100
people attending. great centennial celebration.
There were special guests, including past board
members, and other individuals who held
important roles in the organization. Also,
present were Farm Bureau presidents and their
guests from several neighboring counties.
In March of 1919, a group of men led by
Gavin McKerrow formed our county Farm
Bureau. Among those present at our celebration
were Isabel McKerrow Brown, daughter of our
founder and Randy Brown, grandson of Gavin
McKerrow. George McKerrow was the second
county Farm Bureau president from 1920 to
1923.
Also attending was Sue Lawrence, who was
the office secretary for our Farm Bureau and

Memorabilia was on display for attendees
to look at.

Rural Mutual
Insurance for more
than 40 years.
A congratulatory
note from WFBF
President Jim
Holte was read to
those attending
by county Farm
Bureau president
Waukesha County board members include: front row (from left) Lloyd Williams; Young
Tom Oberhaus.
Farmer and Agriculturist co-chair Virginia Kuenzi; Promotion and Education chair Linda
WFBF Chief
Halley; Jane Craig; Mike Deneen; Tony Weber; president Tom Oberhaus; and Ken Rosenow;
Administrator
back row (from left): Dave Swan; Rob Schuett; Young Farmer and Agriculturist co-chair Derek
Officer Dale
Nelson; Scott Porter; vice president Jim Renn; secretary Ryan Brueggemann; treasurer Dave
Beaty attended
Bartholomew; Bob Stigler; and Ron Williams.
to congratulate
information
Waukesha County Farm Bureau for its 100th
year and to invite everyone to the centennial
of Waukesha
County over 100
celebration of the Wisconsin Farm Bureau,
years. Guests were
which will take place in December.
told to check
Our county President accepted and read
out the display
a commendation to our Farm Bureau from
Waukesha County.
of Farm Bureau
After a very successful business meeting of the memorabilia
Carol and Bob Bartholomew
gave a wonderful presentation
if they hadn't
county Farm Bureau was held, a program was
of the history of Waukesha
already done so.
presented by Bob and Carol Bartholomew who
County Farm Bureau, and spent
It was a
gave some historical facts of the organization
hours putting together the
over the years and introduced the other special
successful event
PowerPoint and display. Thank
guests.
and hopefully
you for your time in making the
During the entire event, a silent PowerPoint
enjoyed by those county annual meeting a huge
who participated. celebration.
loop ran depicting photos and other

A gavel from Bob Bartholomew
when he was president in 1984.

Signs and other items were on display.

The annual meeting committee created
this logo to celebrate its centennial year.

Food Pantry Dairy Donation Made by Waukesha County Farm Bureau
By Linda Halley, Promotion and Education committee chair

The Waukesha County Farm Bureau donated $3,000 to the Food Pantry
of Waukesha County to support dairy purchases in September.
On average the Food Pantry spends $3,000 on fluid milk each month so
the donation went a long way toward providing one of its most popular and
healthy items to the families served.
Fresh and healthy foods are a priority for the Food Pantry of Waukesha
County, which offers produce, dairy, eggs and frozen meat, in addition
to canned and shelf-stable foods. Michael Egly, Community Outreach
Coordinator, estimates that 5,000 individuals are served each month.

Fall Edition

Waukesha County Farm Bureau Promotion and Education Chair, Linda Halley,
presented a $3,000 donation for the purchase of milk and other dairy products to
Michael Egly, Outreach Coordinator for the Food Pantry of Waukesha County.
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