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President’s Message
Dick 
Hauser
Richland County 
Farm Bureau 
President

Hello, 
Farm 
Bureau 

members. I usually spend most of 
my article talking about membership 
and the hope that more of you would 
consider getting involved in the 
activities of your county organization. 

Membership and involvement 
are still very important, but I hope 
that I can prick your interest with 
some information that I received at 
the Wisconsin Natural Resources 
Conservation Service State Technical 
Committee. NRCS is still operating 
on an extended resolution because 
Congress has not passed the Farm 
Bill that was put together many 
months ago. As soon as they can get 
the go ahead from the national o�ce, 
hopefully by the end of October, they 
will get the new Equip rules out. 

Some of the things that we might 
expect are focus on bene�cial resources, 
soil health and more help with action 

to o�set weather volatility.
If all goes as projected there will be a 

CRP sign up in December. �ere also 
is some work being done on a grassland 
program contract. �ere are eighteen 
Local Work Groups in Wisconsin and 
during their last round of meetings 
they were asked to prioritize the top 
10 funding practices that should be 
considered for 90 percent cost share.

�e top practice suggested was 
nutrient management. As more 
emphasis is placed on possible 
pollution from agriculture, having 
a nutrient management plan and 
following it will be a good insurance 
policy for our operations. Some of the 
other practices to receive attention 
are �eld border, grassed waterway, 
residue management, no-till, brush 
management and prescribed grazing.

Wisconsin has a history of 
getting good participation in most 
conservation programs and our share 
of government funding to aid farmers 
in doing what is right.

Keep up the good work and if you 
have not been involved in using Equip 
consider stopping into your local 
conservation o�ce and �nd out what 
might work for you.

Annual Meeting Highlights
Richland County Farm Bureau held their annual meeting 

on October 9 at the White House Ramada in Richland Center. 
�e evening began with a meal and was followed by the 
business portion of the meeting.

Senator Howard Marklein discussed the signi�cant role and 
powerful reputation Farm Bureau has as the state level. He 
shared information regarding the milk, meat and dairy product 
labeling bills he is sponsoring.

Members present selected delegates for the WFBF Annual 
Meeting, elected directors for next year and discussed 
resolutions. Richland County members passed four resolutions. 
Dick Hauser, Bill Hying and Josh Joseph will serve as delegates 
to the 2019 WFBF Annual Meeting. Members of the board of 
directors include: Dick Hauser, Byron Hillberry, Bill Hying, 
Germaine Hying, Josh Joseph and Bekka Martin.

Annual Meeting Highlights
Vernon County Farm 

Bureau held their annual 
meeting on September 
17 at the Old Towne Inn 
in Westby. �e evening 
began with a meal and was 
followed by the business 
portion of the meeting.

Members present selected 
delegates for the WFBF 
Annual Meeting, elected 
directors for next year 
and discussed resolutions. 
Vernon County members passed 12 resolutions. Alex Bringe, Travis 
Klinkner, Dave McClurg, Lee Nerison and Scott Sherry will serve 
as delegates to the 2019 WFBF Annual Meeting.

Members of the board of directors include: Robert Nigh, 
President; Alex Bringe, Vice President; Scott Sherry, Secretary/
Treasurer; Maija Haggith; Travis Klinkner; Dave McClurg; and 
Steve Wagemester.

Klinkners Named Achievement Award Finalists
 �e Achievement Award recognizes Young Farmer and Agriculturist (YFA) 

members who excel in farming, leadership ability and involvement in Farm 
Bureau and other organizations. Achievement Award applicants must have 
derived a majority of their income from on-farm production during the past 
three years. 

Vernon County members, Travis and Krista Klinkner, dairy farm organically 
between Viroqua and Genoa. �ey milk 60 cows, raise their youngstock, and 
grow their forages and corn. �e couple 
stays busy with chores and their growing 
family that enjoys everything farming. �ey 
are the proud parents of four children: 
Liam, Brad, Hank and Alice. When not 
working, they enjoy playing farm in house 
or sandbox and taking ranger rides after 
chores to scout crops and wildlife and visit 
neighbors.

�e Klinkners will compete for the top 
award at the WFBF Annual Meeting and 
YFA Conference at the Kalahari Resorts in 
Wisconsin Dells.
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