
District Coordinator Report
Becky 
Hibicki
District 5 Coordinator

This year, 
the Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau 
Federation is 
celebrating it’s 
centennial.

Throughout 
the year, we have been looking back at 
members, programs and activities that have 
made the WFBF. I have enjoyed looking 
at old photos, and it made me realize that 
it’s our members who have made this 
organization successful, and each of our 
members has a story of how Farm Bureau 
has had an impact on them. 

For me, it started many years ago when 
I was just a kid. Even though I really didn’t 
know anything about Farm Bureau, the one 
thing I did know is that the Farm Bureau 
had the best food stand at the fair, and I 
always had to make sure and stop every year 
to enjoy a piece of pie and ice cream. After a 
long day of showing animals, it was a family 
tradition to end the day with a piece of pie. 

It wasn’t until I graduated high school, 
that I became more familiar with the 
organization. In 1997, I attended the WFBF 
Annual Meeting as a state FFA officer. I was 
impressed with the professionalism of the 
organization. It also was a great feeling to be 
around other farmers and people who were 
passionate about agriculture. I knew that this 
was an organization I wanted to be a part of. 

The next fall our county Farm Bureau 
president asked me to join Farm Bureau and 
participate in the Young Farmer Discussion 
Meet. I was nervous at first, but after I 
competed in my first district Discussion 
Meet, I immediately knew I wanted 
to become more involved in this great 
organization. 

I enjoyed researching Farm Bureau policy, 

learning about the issues and coming up 
with solutions that I could help implement. 
I also enjoyed meeting Young Farmer 
members throughout the state. 

It took me a few years, but finally in 
2000, I won the WFBF Discussion Meet 
and represented WFBF at the AFBF 
Annual Convention. I admit, growing up in 
Wisconsin, I assumed everyone was raised 
on a 40-cow dairy farm. It was at the AFBF 
Annual Convention where my eyes were 
opened to the different types of agriculture 
we have in this country. That year, I was 
named one of the top four finalist in the 
Discussion Meet. During the final round, I 
competed with a hog farmer from Iowa, a 
grape farmer from Georgia and an almond 
farmer from California.

After the contest, my husband and I 
traveled to Washington, D.C., with other 
Young Farmers from across the state, which 
is something we will never forget. 

Following the Discussion Meet, I worked 
for two years as our county Farm Bureau 
secretary, when I learned how a county Farm 
Bureau works, and worked closely with our 
board of directors. In 2002, I was hired as a 
WFBF field supervisor and started working 
with 12 counties. During the next few years, 
my area changed several times, and during 
that time I worked with 33 different county 
Farm Bureaus. 

I took a break from Farm Bureau when 
my husband and I started a family, but 
realized how much I missed working 
with our members. In 2011, I jumped 
at the opportunity to work as a district 
coordinator. It is so rewarding working with 
the seven counties in District 5.

Through those years, it was the people 
who I met, the conversations I had and 
the life-long friendships I made, that have 
made me love this organization. During this 
centennial year, I encourage each of you to 
think about your own Farm Bureau story.

Happy Birthday, Farm Bureau.
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Grassroots
District 5 News

District Director Report
Kevin Krentz
WFBF District 5 Director

As we move into an 
election year, there are 
several very important 
issues we need to 
address. 

Trade is by far is 
the biggest. Of the 
number of trade 

deals that need to be completed, the U.S.-Mexico-
Canada Agreement or USMCA is the most critical.

Canada and Mexico are our first and third largest 
trading partners. USMCA negotiations have been 
completed and it is awaiting Congress to vote on it. 

Please call your congressman and tell them the 
importance of this trade deal. Tell them many of 
the standards in USMCA can set a precedent in 
many other trade agreements moving forward.

Globally we are very intertwined with our 
trading partners. The U.S. is a consumer market, 
meaning we consume more than we manufacture.

We need trade with other countries, and 
agriculture has generally been a trade balancer. 
Offsetting many of our purchases, other countries 
want our food and ag products. Countries want our 
products because of the quality and our ability to 
deliver on time. 

The U.S. Dairy Export Council continues to 
maintain and build new relationships around the 
world. USDEC strategically put boots on the 
ground around the world as several trade deals were 
eroding. But relationships between trading partners 
only go so far. Price and tariffs diminish trade. 

We need trade deals that are fair. Trade 
agreements need to be updated occasionally 
but agriculture has taken a hit with the recent 
negotiations. Whether that is politically or 
strategically driven by other countries, it is time to 
bring closure to USMCA so we can move forward.

Trade is big, but only a part of what Farm 
Bureau is continuing to accomplish on behalf of 
our members. We will continue to be a solid, single 
voice for agriculture.

Have a blessed and safe winter.
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District YFA Report 
Sally Turpin
District 5 YFA Representative

The District 5 
Discussion Meet was 
held on August 27 at 
Chris and Kelly Pollack’s 
farm near Ripon. 

Fond du Lac County 
members Jenny Leahy, 

Nate Zimdars and Derek Pluim qualified for 
the WFBF Young Farmer and Agriculturist 
Discussion Meet, which will be held at the 
WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference 
on December 6-9. 

The District 5 Discussion Meet question was: 
The customer is always right. How do farmers 
and ranchers think and respond, through the 
lens of consumer priorities and marketing 

trends, to build 
common values 
and confidence in 
modern production 
methods to 
build consumer 
acceptance?

The YFA 
Discussion Meet 
gives a young 
member an 
opportunity to 
demonstrate his or 
her speaking skills on 
agricultural-related 
topics. 

A contestant is judged on his or her problem-
solving skills as he or she discusses timely topics 
with colleagues.

For information on YFA contests, visit  
wfbf.com/programs/young-farmer-and-
agriculturist-program or contact me at 
608.462.3387.

District 5 News

(from left): Fond du Lac County YFA members Jenny Leahy, Nate Zimdars 
and Derek Pluim competed in the District 5 Discussion Meet held on 
August 27 in Ripon. 

On October 19, District 5 YFA members toured Culter Cranberry farm near Camp Douglas.

Green Lake County YFA chair Natasha Paris practiced her Excellence in 
Ag presentation. Paris was named a finalist in the Excellence in Ag.

District YFA Chair Sally Turpin (left) was the moderator during the 
District 5 Discussion Meet held on August 27. 

Discussion Meet Highlights

If you want to donate items for the food drive and you aren’t able to attend the WFBF Annual  
Meeting, please contact District 5 Promotion and Education Chair Lynn Leahy at 608.558.9713, and  
she will make arrangements to pick up donated items. 
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District 5 News
District 5 Annual Meetings Are Successful

All seven counties in District 5 held county annual meetings during September and October.

County’s Approve Resolutions 
All seven counties approved policy at their county annual meetings. 

These resolutions have been submitted to the WFBF Policy Development 
Committee. Delegates will discuss state policy at the WFBF Annual 
Meeting resolutions meeting on December 9. 
 Resolutions passed in District 5
1.  We support immigrant workers obtaining drivers licenses as long as the 

license is clearly identifiable not to be mistaken for voter identification. 
(Green Lake, Marquette, Juneau, Waushara and Adams)

2.  Immigrant worker drivers’ license should be clearly identifiable, so they 
are not mistaken for a voter ID. (Fond du Lac)

3.  Immigrant workers must have a valid work permit to obtain a driver’s 
license (Winnebago)

4.  We support a voluntary program to encourage people to install ROPS 
on tractors. (Green Lake, Fond du Lac, Marquette, Juneau, Waushara, 
Winnebago and Adams)

5.  We support the minimum markup law for gas and diesel fuel. (Green 
Lake)

6.  We support continued funding for the Dairy Innovation Hub program 
in the state. (Green Lake) 

7.  We support a guaranteed $25 per hundred weight on 2 million pounds 
milk production per geographic location and the rest of a farm’s 
production would be market based. (Green Lake)

8.  We oppose any type of dairy supply management program. 
(Fond du Lac and Winnebago)

 

9.  We oppose any dairy supply 
management program at the local, state 
or national levels. (Waushara)

10.  We recommend striking P.1, L.41 “We 
are willing to consider a flexible supply 
management system.” (Waushara)

11.  We support implementing some type 
of dairy supply management program. 
(Marquette, Juneau and Adams)

12.  We support farm prices being based on 
parity. (Adams)

13.  We support research, development and 
implementation of a National Dairy 
growth management system. (Adams)

14.  We support a supply management system that will stabilize and 
improve dairy price while managing and planning for growth of total 
U.S. milk production. (Adams)

15.  We support 2/3 funding of state aid to school districts. (Marquette, 
Adams)

16.  We oppose any increase weight limits on trucks over 80,000, 
excluding the 15% increase weight limits during harvest. (Marquette)

17.  We support event barns not being required to obtain liquor licenses as 
long as they are not selling alcohol. (Green Lake, Marquette, Juneau 
and Adams)

18.  We support indexing of fuels. (Marquette)

Adams-Friendship FFA members gave a presentation 
on their chapter activities and programs at the Adams 
County Farm Bureau annual meeting held October 20 at 
the Grand Marsh Community Center. 

Dan Merk, Chief Executive Officer of Rural Mutual 
Insurance, spoke at the Fond du Lac County Farm Bureau 
annual meeting held September 16 at the Radisson 
Hotel and Conference Center in Fond du Lac. 

Joe Koss, the Chief Executive Officer of Culver’s was the 
guest speaker at the Green Lake County Farm Bureau 
annual meeting held on September 10 at the Farmview 
Event Barn near Berlin.

Rep. Tony Kurst gave a legislative update 
at the Juneau County Farm Bureau annual 
meeting held on September 26 at the 
Club Chapparel near Wonewoc.

Rep. Joan Ballweg addressed attendees 
at the Marquette County Farm Bureau 
annual meeting held on September 21 at 
the Crystal Lake Town Hall near Neshkoro.

More than 70 people attended the 
Waushara County Farm Bureau annual 
meeting held on October 9 at the  
Silvercryst Supper Club in Wautoma. 

On October 10, District Director Kevin 
Krentz addressed attendees at the 
Winnebago County Farm Bureau annual 
meeting held at the Rushford Meadery 
and Winery near Omro.
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Adams County wfbf.com/about/counties/adams
AdamsCountyFarmBureau

A Message From the President ...
Kay Olson-Martz
Adams County Farm Bureau president

We are beginning a new 
year in Farm Bureau. Sounds 
strange to say that, but our Farm 
Bureau year starts at the end of 
September.

What does that mean for 
us? It means we start over with 

membership. We need to sign up 20 new voting 
members. How can you help you ask? You could sign 
up a member, or you could give us a name of someone 
you think could benefit from being a Farm Bureau 
member. If you need help doing this, you can call me, 
and I am glad to help you. 

Our saying is: If you have a vested interest in 
agriculture you can be a voting member. By that we 
mean if you like to eat or wear clothes, we want you as 
a member. If we get those new members by the end of 
March 2020, we will receive a $1,000 bonus. Getting 
new members means we don’t have to do fundraisers to 
help fund our programs. 

This past year, we made that goal and received the 
bonus money. We also retained our membership and 
for that we received an additional $800 bonus. What it 
means to retain our membership, is that when you get 
your dues notice, you send it back with your check and 
renew your membership. 

The board of directors did not raise the dues even 
though state dues increased by $5. Instead, we kept the 
dues at $50. By doing this, we thought it would help 
get and retain our membership, even though we do 
lose money by doing this. 

We have started a new year with our Ag in the 
Classroom program. This year, we will be going in to 
10 classrooms. We teach fourth grade (five classrooms) 
at Adams-Friendship Elementary, fourth grade at 
Grand Marsh Elementary and third, fourth, fifth and 
sixth grades at Coloma Elementary. We have presented 
each grade with its very own book, “Right this Very 
Minute,” introduced our essay contest and will be 
going into the schools once a month. 

Kris Bougie, Sandy Swisher-Pfeiffer, Barb Morgan 
and I volunteer two days every month to teach Ag in 
the Classroom. We have a great year planned and you 
can visit the Facebook page (Adams County Farm 
Bureau, Wisconsin). Again in November, we will be 
doing our Ag out of the Classroom with the 4-H, Girl 
Scouts, Boy Scouts and the Senior Citizens to teach 
them how to make wreaths and swags. 

We support the Adams-Friendship FFA and 
members by sponsoring first time attendee’s registration 
fee to their National Convention. We also donate to 
the 4-H and FFA Leadership Conference and to our 
A-F Powerlifter’s, along with many other requests.

 I look forward to another great year. We couldn’t 
do it without your support by being a member. So, for 
that, I thank you. Jennifer Kowalkowski was the guest speaker at the Adams County annual meeting on October 20. 

Kowalkowski Is Guest Speaker at Annual Meeting
Jennifer Kowalkowski, a graduate student in the college of nursing at UW-Madison was 

the guest speaker at the Adams County Farm Bureau annual meeting on October 20. 
She discussed a program she is working on to provide complete health care for farm 

families. 
If you want to talk to Jennifer about providing quality and complete health care in 

Adams County, please contact her.
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A Message from the President ...
Reuben Hopp
Fond du Lac County Farm 
Bureau president

As fall has arrived, 
fall harvest is in full 
progress, provided the 
weather allows. 

I cannot express 
enough how to be 

as careful as you can be while operating farm 
machinery. Also, when driving on the highways, 
please drive responsibly and carefully as fall 
harvesting equipment in on the road for the 
harvest season. 

We are fast approaching Thanksgiving. It has 
been another challenging year, with a wet spring 
and another wet fall; however, through it all, we 
still have much to be thankful for. 

For me, with Farm Bureau, I am thankful 
for a great board of directors. The directors are 
willing to attend meetings and participate where 
and when they are needed. 

Also, I want to thank our District 5 
Coordinator, Becky Hibicki. She provides so 
much help for our county. Thank you, Becky.

More than 75 members attended the county 
annual meeting held on September 16. We 
honored some long-time fair food stand 

volunteers including: Ann Reideman, Beatrice 
Gudex, Lorraine Schneider, Dorothy Meyer, Pat 
Ludtke and Mary Fox. 

The county met our membership goals 
and made both a voting and total gain in 
membership. 

I want to thank long-time membership chair 
Trayton Greenfield for his work on membership. 
Once again, Trayton will be honored as the top 
state membership worker during the WFBF 
Annual Meeting.

Also, just an update on our former Fond 

du Lac County board president and former 
WFBF President Bill Bruins. For those of your 
who don’t know, Bill suffered a stroke, but is 
recovering. Please keep him in your prayers and 
we hope he makes a complete recovery.

I want to thank Mike Leahy for serving on 
the board of directors. He did an excellence job 
serving as our former YFA chair and investment 
chair. Mike and his wife have moved to the 
Plover area and are now active in the Waushara 
County Farm Bureau. Thank you, Mike.

Enjoy and have a great fall. God bless.

Adams County wfbf.com/about/counties/adams
AdamsCountyFarmBureau

New Ag in the Classroom School Year Begins
The Adams County Ag in the Classroom 

program has begun a new school year. The 
county Ag in the Classroom committee goes 
into area classrooms twice a month. 

The first session was held on October 9 
with five, fourth-grade classrooms at Adams-
Friendship Elementary. The book, “Right This 
Very Minute” by Lisa Detlefsen was read to each 
class along with discussion of the expectations 

for the essay to be done by March 20, 2020.
Each class was presented a book for its 

classroom library. As the students and teachers 
left the room, they each received a Craisins 
snack to enjoy.

On October 22, Ag in the Classroom 
volunteers introduced the book of the year 
to students at Grand Marsh Elementary and 
Coloma Elementary. 

Each of the classrooms received a copy of the 
book, “Right this Very Minute.” The students 
and teachers enjoyed learning about cranberries 
and having Craisins for a treat. 

This first session was to present them with 
their very own book, introduce our essay contest 
and giving them a short lesson on cranberries.

We even learned a few things from the 
students.

Ag in the Classroom volunteer 
Kris Bougie read the book, 
“Right This Very Minute” at 
Adams-Friendship Elementary.

Jessica Palmer’s class was excited to receive a copy of the book, “Right 
this Very Minute” for their classroom.

Students enjoyed learning about cranberries and enjoyed a snack of 
Craisins. 

Fond du Lac County wfbf.com/about/counties/fonddulac
FondduLacCountyFarmBureau

Sarah Breuer (left) and Mary Runge (right) presented the 
outstanding service to agriculture award to six long-time 
fair food stand volunteers. Mary Fox, Lorraine Schneider 
and Ann Reideman were recognized at the county annual 
meeting; not included in the photo: Dorothy Meyer, 
Beatrice Gudex and Pat Ludtke.

During the last board meeting, the board celebrated 
making membership with cake and milk. Special thanks 
to long-time membership chair Trayton Greenfield.
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Fond du Lac County wfbf.com/about/counties/fonddulac
FondduLacCountyFarmBureau

YFA Committee Update
 The Fond du Lac County YFA held it’s fall meeting on September 

25 at the Pizza Ranch in Fond du Lac. 
The group will organize a bowling event during the winter and 

will conduct a pizza sale in February. Watch for your next newsletter 
with pizza ordering information.

The Fond du Lac County YFA committee (from left): Christine Duscheck, Sara Bertram, Kevin 
Giebel, Sara Menard, Jenny Leahy (chair) and Tony Schmitz.

A great group of YFA members attended the YFA fall meeting held on September 25 at the 
Pizza Ranch in Fond du Lac.

(from left): In December, Fond du Lac County YFA members Jenny Leahy, Nate 
Zimdars and Derek Pluim will represent District 5 at the YFA Discussion Meet.

Winter YFA Meeting/Bowling 
Date: January 12, 2020
Place: Generation Lanes, Eldorado
Time: 1 p.m. 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend the winter Young Farmer 
and Agriculturist meeting and bowling event. 

The event is open to 
current and prospective 
YFA members and their 
families.

For more 
information, please  
contact Fond du Lac 
County Farm Bureau 
YFA chair Jenny Leahy 
at 920.979.3213.

Fond du Lac Board of Directors

The 2019-2020 Fond du Lac County Board of Directors; front row (from left): Jim Kelroy, 
Elmer Held, Roger Grade, Reuben Hopp, Tim Haack, John Ruedinger; second row (from left): 
Mark Bertram, Mark Horsch, Nate Zimdars, Mary Runge, Earl Sippel, Steve Sabel and Chris 
Pollack; not in the photo: Kevin Giebel and Bill Maedke.

Country Café Fair Stand, a Success 
The Fond du Lac 

County Fair was held 
July 18-22.

The Country Café 
committee wants to 
thank the volunteers 
who helped during 
the fair. Despite 
the extremely hot 
weather, the stand was 
successful. 

If you have ideas for the fair stand, or want to 
get involved, please contact the Country Café food 
committee chair Roger Grade at 920.948.0952.

Farm Bureau Has Booth at Alto Fair

The Fond du Lac County Farm Bureau YFA Committee had an educational booth at the Alto Fair held on 
August 7-8. The booth included a variety of hands-on activities for kids and educational handouts about 
agriculture.
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Green Lake County wfbf.com/about/counties/greenlake
GreenLakeCountyFarmBureau

A Message from the President ...
Peter Badtke
Green Lake County Farm Bureau 
president

 Greetings Green Lake 
County Farm Bureau 
members,

A quick update of what 
your county Farm Bureau 

has been up to this summer and fall.

On July 28, we held our second annual Farm 
Bureau member picnic at the Farm Bureau food 
stand building. We had about 50 people attend 
the event. Steve Kutz led a remembrance of the 
people who have been involved with Green Lake 
County Farm Bureau. 

It was nice hearing the names brought up and 
it seemed, one name led to another as everyone 
reminisced. Thank you to those who helped 
at the Farm Bureau food stand during the fair. 
We had another great year and it would not be 
possible without the volunteers who make this 
possible.

In mid-August, we were proud to sponsor 
and be a part of the Land and Lake Family 
Field Day. This is in partnership with the Green 
Lake Association. This year, it was held at 
Richard Dukelows farm. They had a field demo 

of different types of tillage and explained the 
advantages of no-till and reduced tillage.

Also, they had a panel to discuss soil and 
water conservation including: Chad Bruss, 
Jordan Paris, Todd Morris and Jim Hebbe, 
along with a few others. This year, we had a 
record attendance with more than 100 people 
including lakeshore owners as well as farmers.

This past year, I also served on the WFBF 
Dairy Committee, made up of a group of 18 
with two members from each board district.

We heard from different speakers including 
Mark Stephenson, a UW dairy economist on 
topics effecting the dairy industry. 

Probably the biggest issue we discussed was 
dairy supply management. We heard the pros 
and cons of some sort of supply management.

A few weeks ago during our last meeting, we 
voted on whether Farm Bureau should support 
supply management or not. It seemed there was 
more negative effects with supply management, 
a lot of unknowns, I guess. 

As a result, recommendations were given to 
the WFBF Board of Directors for consideration 
of what Farm Bureau members really want.

The last thing I want to talk about is our 
Down on the Farm monthly column in the 
Berlin Journal. 

Thank you to the editor Scott Mundro for 
allowing us to do this. We have heard a lot of 
great comments about the articles from city 
folks as well as farmers. 

The goal of the column is to educate everyone 
on the importance of agriculture in Green Lake 
County, among many other topics like road 
safety or what life is like on the farm on a really 
cold day. I hear from people who said either 
they remembered those days when they were 
farming or, “Wow, I never gave that a thought.”

If you have an idea for an article or want to 
write an article, please contact me or Becky 
Hibicki. We are always looking for more people 
to help write the articles.

On September 10, we held the annual 
meeting. Joe Koss, chief executive officer of 
Culver’s, was our guest speaker. He had a great 
presentation of how Culver’s had $50 million 
in sales 20 years ago and today, has grown to $2 
billion. 

Culver’s really makes a great connection to 
consumers with the, Thank You Farmers ads and 
what they do to support FFA.

Thank you to Chad MacGowan for serving 
as a director, and welcome to Dave Wilke, who 
will serve as a new director. Also, thank you to 
Becky Hibicki for all that she does to keep the 
county Farm Bureau running smoothly.

Also, thank you to the Bob and Jean Bahn 
for letting us have the annual meeting at their 
beautiful Farm View Event Barn.

Thanks for your membership and I wish 
everyone a safe harvest.

Paris Named Finalist in YFA Excellence in Ag
Green Lake County YFA chair Natasha Paris 

was named as one of the four finalists in the 
WFBF Excellence in Ag and will compete in 
December for the top honor. 

Paris works as the agriculture teacher and FFA 
advisor at Ripon High School. In addition, Paris 
and her husband operate pasture-based beef, 
pork and lamb farm near Green Lake.

The Excellence in Ag award recognizes 
members of Farm Bureau’s Young Farmer 
and Agriculturist Program who excel in 
their leadership abilities and involvement in 
agriculture, Farm Bureau and other civic and 
service organizations. 

“We have four outstanding agricultural 
advocates in this year’s state competition,” said 
Jim Holte, WFBF President. “This contest 
highlights these individuals and how they have 

positively impacted Wisconsin agriculture and 
Farm Bureau and inspire others to do the same.”

The other finalists are:
•  Stephanie Abts of Manitowoc County. 

Stephanie is a dairy nutritionist at Rio Creek 
Feed Mill, Inc. 

•  Ben Huber of Green County. Ben is the 
agronomy department manager at Insight FS.

•  Tiffany Schneider of Calumet County. Tiffany 
is a herds person on her family’s dairy farm.

Excellence in Ag award applicants are 
agriculturists who have not derived a majority 
of their income from a farm (that they own) for 
the past three years.

Each finalist must make a presentation and 
answer questions in front of a three-judge panel 
during WFBF’s Annual Meeting and YFA 

Conference at the 
Kalahari Resorts 
in Wisconsin 
Dells on 
December 6-9.

The state 
winner will 
compete at the 
AFBF Annual 
Conference in 
Austin, Texas. 

The WFB Foundation co-sponsors the 
contest with GROWMARK, Inc., and Rural 
Mutual Insurance Company. Farm Bureau’s YFA 
program is open to members between the ages 
of 18 and 35. 

Information and applications for YFA 
contests can be downloaded from wfbf.com.

Green Lake County YFA chair 
Natasha Paris was named a 
finalist in the YFA Excellence in 
Ag contest. 
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Juneau County wfbf.com/about/counties/juneau
JuneauCountyFarmBureau

UW-Extension Update
Check out these upcoming events:
December 12:  Resilient Farms Conference,Wisconsin Dells. For 

information or to register, please visit www.compeer.
com/Home/Educational-Opportunities/Events/InPerson-
Events/Resilient-Farms-Conference.

December 12:  Snap Plus Training featuring dairy farmer Chris Pollack 
and hemp growers Dale and Dave Jezwinski. The 
workshop will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Green 
Lake County Government Center Training Room. 

January 7:  Grain Marketing Group at Sandy’s 
Diner, Markesan. These are offered the first Tuesday of each 
month and are sponsored by UW-Extension Green Lake 
County, Midwest Market Services and Landmark Cooperative. 
Information is presented by Brenda Oft and Kasey Baker. 
Farmers are invited to ask questions about marketing strategy 
in the current market conditions. FREE coffee and donuts. 

For more information, please contact Ben Jenkins, agricultural educator 
for Green Lake County, at 920.294.4037 or ben.jenkins@wisc.edu.

Green Lake County wfbf.com/about/counties/greenlake
GreenLakeCountyFarmBureau

Green Lake Board of Directors

The Green Lake County Board of Directors (from left) Pete Badtke, Joe Wollinger, Irene 
Kutz, Yolanda Woloszyn, Jim Hebbe, Steve Kutz, Natasha Paris, Allen Weckwerth, Duke 
Lohrey and Dave Gneiser; not in the photo Jordan Paris.

A Message from the President ...
Richard Sheahan
Juneau County Farm Bureau president

We reflect on the past year 
accomplishments of the Juneau County Farm 
Bureau. Your county board and volunteers 
have completed another successful year of 
activities. 

The Juneau County Farm Bureau fair pie 
stand was a huge success and we celebrated the WFBF centennial or 
our organization’s 100-year birthday. We are excited that our county 
will be recognized at the WFBF Annual Meeting for our centennial 
display.

Ag in the Classroom traveled to Juneau County schools telling 
agriculture’s story to our youth and helping them understand 
where their food comes from. Other activities included: FFA Farm 
Forum sponsorship, food pantry donation, Ag Day at the Capitol 
participation and the annual cheese and wine tasting event held in the 
spring. 

Farm Bureau remains committed 
to working towards the benefit of our 
rural community. Our board members 
enjoyed serving Farm Bureau members 
in Juneau County.

The board of directors want to thank 
you for being a part of the Juneau 
County Farm Bureau family.

Fair Pie Stand a Success

The Juneau County Fair was held on August 11-18. The Farm Bureau decorated its booth 
in a Happy Birthday theme to honor the WFBF centennial. The Farm Bureau sold 59 
pies. Thank you to those who donated their time and resources in making delicious 
homemade pies including: Ruth Schmidt, Heidi Weber, Hana Benish, Sally Raese, Sally 
Turpin, Jean Sheahan, Kay Stanek, Tonra Degner and Jodi Field.

The Green Lake County fair was held August 1-4. Thank you to those who volunteered 
at the Farm Bureau food stand. Mark your calendars for the 2020 Green Lake County 
Fair on August 6-9.
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A Message from the President ...
Aaron Wachholz
Marquettte County Farm Bureau president

Hello, Marquette County Farm Bureau 
members,

My name is Aaron Wachholz, and I am your 
newly elected County Farm Bureau president. 
Many of you already know me, but for those of 
you who do not, here is a little background.

I am a sixth-generation farmer and have 
called Marquette County my home for my 
whole life. My wife Victoria and I, along with 
the help of my parents, James and Linda, grow 
400 acres of organic crops, have a small dairy 
and beef herd and raise hogs. I have been a 
Marquette County Farm Bureau board member 
since 2006, previously serving as county 
secretary/treasurer and vice president.

Thank you to our outgoing president Al 
Klapoetke for his seven years of leadership. The 
board spent time and made many decisions 
during those years that kept our county 
organization moving forward.

I am humbled and excited by my new role 

as your county Farm Bureau president. I have 
a deep love and passion for agriculture in our 
beautiful state of Wisconsin, and especially 
here in Marquette County. I want to be a part 
of ensuring that agriculture remains deeply 
rooted in this county and that it continues to 
thrive. Agriculture is our legacy. Protecting that 
legacy and our vision through Farm Bureau’s 
unified voice in Madison and Washington, 
D.C., remains more important than ever in 
these trying days of roller coaster markets and 
razor-thin margins that leave profitability little 
to nothing.

The constant need for education and telling 
our story is more crucial because consumers are 
becoming more removed from our farms and 
from knowing the source of their food, fuel and 
fiber. I am proud to be a Marquette County 
farmer, and these things matter deeply to me.

Please contact me if there is something that 
our County Farm Bureau board can do to help 
protect you, or your farm or business in the 
interest or vision of agriculture. We also want to 
help you to promote and educate.

Agriculture drives more economic activity 
in this county than any other facet of our local 
economy. We can confidently say agriculture is 
the heartbeat of Marquette County. 

Let us unite—large and small farms, agree-
businesses and agritourism, dairy and beef, cash 
croppers and vegetable growers, forestry and 
horticulture, organic and conventional—to 
make Marquette County agriculture great now 
and in the future.

God bless and keep you all in His care and 
grant you a safe and abundant harvest.

wfbf.com/about/counties/marquette
MarquetteCountyFarmBureau

Marquette County

Aaron Wachholz with his wife Victoria and daughter 
Anna. Aaron was elected as the new Marquette County 
Farm Bureau president. 

Farm Bureau Sponsors the Great Apple Crunch
Marquette County Schools joined other 

schools, preschools, colleges, organizations and 
individuals across the Great Lakes Region states 
of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, 
Indiana and Ohio in celebrating National Farm 
to School Month by crunching into locally 
grown apples in celebration of the annual Great 
Lakes Great Apple Crunch.

Those schools that participated in the event 
included: Forest Lane Elementary, Montello 
High School and Middle School, Westfield 

High School and Middle School, Westfield 
Elementary, Oxford Elementary, Coloma 
Elementary, Endeavor Elementary, Neenah Creek 
Elementary and St. John’s Lutheran School in 
Montello. More than 1,900 students and staff in 
Marquette County participated with more than 
one million participating across the Great Lakes 
Region.

This collective crunch encourages healthy 
eating and supports farm to school and local food 
initiatives throughout the Great Lakes Region. 

Borzick Farms Host Ag in the Classroom Farm Tour
The Farm Bureau sponsored their annual Ag 

in the Classroom farm tour on October 15 at 
Borzick Farms. More than 150 fourth-grade 
students from the Westfield and Montello area 
schools attended. 

Students rotated to 10 different educational 
areas on the farm including: learning about 
pumpkins, calf care, crops, farm safety, a 
veterinarian, cow activity collars, a feed 
nutritionist, tours of the milk house and parlor.

Also, Alice in Dairyland Abigail Martin spoke 
to students about Wisconsin’s dairy industry.

Each student received a goodie bag that 
included an Ag in the Classroom worksheet and 
information about agriculture.

James Wachholz enjoyed 
teaching students about 
calf care. 

Alice in Dairyland Abigail Martin talked to 
students about Wisconsin’s dairy industry. 

On October 15, fourth-grade students from Westfield and Montello area schools attended the 
Borzick Farms Ag in the Classroom farm tour. 

Crunch!
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Marquette County wfbf.com/about/counties/marquette
MarquetteCountyFarmBureau

Marquette County Board of Directors

(from left): Josh Knoch, Ashley Henke, Aaron Wachholz, Victoria Wachholz, Almon Klapoetke, 
Bob Blum, Jordan Bittelman, Kaycee Bittelman and Dennis Fenner; not in the photo: Brooks 
Buchholz.

Waushara County wfbf.com/about/counties/waushara
WausharaCountyFarmBureau

Vice president Adam Jones with 4-H member Taylor Belfeuil. The Farm 
Bureau purchased Belfeuil’s lamb at the county fair livestock auction. 

Chamber’s Business After Five Hosted
The Waushara County Farm Bureau hosted a Waushara County Chamber Business 

After Five event on September 24 on Stelter Farms LLC located west of Wautoma.
More than 50 people attended the event. The Farm Bureau hosted a baked potato 

bar meal for attendees. Owner Sara Stelter gave a presentation on the history of her 
family’s farm. The farm grows a variety of canning crops and raises beef cattle. 

Danielle Dykes from Del Monte Foods talked about canning crops grown in the 
area and WFBF Vice President Kevin Krentz talked about the impact of agriculture 
on the local economy and the WFBF centennial. Thank you to those who attended.

The board wants to thank those who volunteered during the fair at 
the Farm Bureau food stand. Thank you to the fair food stand 
committee members for their work. Committee members include: 
Paul Jarvis, Doug Jarvis, Jim and Bonnie Jarvis, Kyle Thom, Bernadette 
Krentz, Chuck and Lynn Brewer and Karen Piechowski.

In honor of the WFBF centennial, a banner was displayed by the food 
stand during the Waushara County Fair held on August 13-18.

Thank You, Fair Food Stand Workers

Board Members Say, Thank You
The board want to extend a 

thank you to Al Klapoetke who 
stepped down as the county Farm 
Bureau president.

Al served as the Marquette 
County president from 2012 to 
2019. 

Al also served many years as the 
county membership chair.

Thank you, Al.

More than 50 people attended the Business After Five event hosted by the Farm Bureau on  
September 24. The event was held at Stelter Farms LLC. 

A group of friendly beef cattle greeted attendees at the recent Business After Five event hosted by 
the Farm Bureau. 
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Winnebago County wfbf.com/about/counties/winnebago
WinnebagoCountyFarmBureau

My WFBF Leadership Institute Experience
By Jaime Sawle

I had heard great things about the WFBF Leadership Institute from past 
co-workers but wasn’t too sure about it because I was new to Farm Bureau. This 
past summer, I was nominated by Amanda Volp, and decided to give it a try. 

The program has exceeded my expectations, and I truly enjoy spending time 
with my classmates, and learning and growing. Our class hails from different 
parts of the state with different backgrounds and professions, but we love 
agriculture and have a lot of fun together.

So far, we have learned about public speaking, personality types, emotional 
intelligence, social media, media training, generations and gave group 
presentations on a leadership book. The group read, “Fearless Leadership.” I 
highly recommend reading it. 

If you are looking to meet new people from across the state, need a new 
challenge or want to get more involved in Farm Bureau, I recommend applying 
for the WFBF Leadership Institute.

County Fair Food Stand, a Success
    Total sold
Dairy Day: Cheese quesadilla    67
Swine Day: Pork chop sandwich  161
Beef Day: Bacon cheeseburger 187
Saturday: Wisconsin patty melt  102

Two additions were deep fried Wisconsin cheese 
curds and fresh cut Wisconsin French Fries. Both these 
new items made the top five in total sales. Breakfast 
burritos made a debut as well.

 Top sellers    Total sold
Deep fried cheese curds   999
Hot dogs    838
Hot ham and cheese   642
Roast beef    578
Homemade French fries   462
Grilled cheese    366
Loaded fries    170

Thank you to the FFA chapters and Farm Bureau 
volunteers who helped. You are appreciated. See you at 
the 2020 fair. Thank you to Beck’s Meats, Festival Foods 
and Brighton Acres. Also, thank you to the 2019 food 
stand committee including: Amanda Volp, Brock Baker, 
Charlie Knigge, Cindy Morse, Dan Carpenter, Jade 
Silverthorn, Jaime Sawle and Russ Kriha.

(from left): Jaime Sawle, Brock Baker, Congressman Glenn  
Grothman, Russ Kriha and Charlie Knigge at the Winnebago 
County fair food stand. This year, the county was honored to have 
Congressman Grothman volunteer in the food stand.

Dairy Promotion Committee Report 
By Dan Hinz, chair

This year has been a busy year for dairy promotion in the county. The county receives 
$4,750 annually from Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin to use for dairy promotion in the 
county. Events done included:

1.  Cheese and Dairy Promotion at the Omro Holiday Parade
2.  Chocolate Milk for the Race for the Light 5K Run/Walk
3.  Milk and Cookies with Santa at the Celebration of Lights at Menominee Park in 

Oshkosh
4.  Chocolate Milk for the Oshkosh Half Marathon
5.  Calf Corner at the Fair, educational posters 4-H groups displayed at the fair
6.  Sponsored cheese for farm tours
7.  Cheese Promotion on Memorial Day at the Cheese House in Omro
8.  Pathfinders tour at Knigge Farms
9.  June Dairy Breakfast at Knigge Farms

We are promoting dairy in Winnebago County. The biggest event every year is the 
dairy breakfast. This year, Knigge Farms was the host. Thank you to Charlie, and Pete and 
Theo Knigge for being great hosts. The breakfast was held on June 8 and more than 2,700 
people were served. Thank you to the Knigge family for helping prepare the farm along 
with friends and neighbors. The demographics of the attendance were as follows; 1,696 
adults, 460 youth, 266 kids 3 and younger and 288 sponsor and volunteer tickets.

Thank you to the platinum sponsors including: Beck’s Meat for the sausage links; 
Cumulus Broadcasting for a promotional 
package; DL Agriculture for a generator; 
Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin; Leon’s Frozen 
Custard for custard; and Retzlaff Trucking 
for milk. 

We also received financial support from 
Compeer Financial, Fox River Valley Ethanol 
and Central Ag Supply. Thank you, Knigge 
family for opening your farm for a great 
event. We were blessed with a great weather 
day and many volunteers and sponsors.

In 2020, we will be at Mike Pamer’s farm 
on June 13. Later this year, we will hold our 
kick-off meeting to start planning for next 
year. We could use a few more people to help 
with the committee. If you are interested, 
please contact Dan Hinz at 920.376.0371.

Volunteers made scrambled eggs and pancakes 
during the Winnebago County Dairy Breakfast 
held on June 8 at the Knigge Farm near Omro. 
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