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District 9 News

District Director’s Message
Jim Holte
WFBF President and District 9 
Director

As this will be my 
final opportunity to 
write a column for the 
District 9 newsletter, 
I have many people to 
thank for allowing me 

to represent District 9 on the WFBF Board and 
Rural Mutual Insurance Company Board.

I count many people as friends, and many are 
‘farmers.’

We take for granted the title of ‘farmer.’ It has a 
meaning that runs deep with qualities like:

• Hard working
• Honest 
• Trusting and trustable
• Independent

I have enjoyed meeting many farmers around 
Wisconsin and across the U.S. We may raise 
different livestock or grow different crops, but 
each has that ‘farmer’ thing about them.

Regarding topics that are prominent in state 
and national ag discussions, there are a couple 
that stand out.

At the state level, there is discussion and 
interest in a proposed rule revision commonly 
called the Livestock Siting Rule. The reason there 
is so much interest is because the original revision 
was drafted without any farmer input and some 
of the proposed changes will make it impossible 
for Wisconsin livestock farms to grow. WFBF has 
been vocal about needed changes to this proposal 
and will continue to watch its track.

At the national level, a recently introduced 
piece of legislation addressing immigration and 
labor issues has had much interest. 

Parts of this legislation have, for the first time 
in recent memory, included language that speaks 
to the needs of the dairy industry. It also has 
several points that cause much concern in many 
other parts of agriculture.

Thank you for this incredible opportunity.

Farm Bureau Leaders Travel to Washington, D.C.
Farm Bureau leaders traveled to Washington, 

D.C., on September 11-13, to meet with 
Wisconsin’s Congressional delegation to 
encourage swift approval of the U.S.-Mexico-
Canada Agreement and emphasize the overall 
importance of trade for agriculture. 

Each of WFBF’s nine district directors brought 
two members from his or her part of the state 
as part of the WFBF Leaders Fly-In. Attending 
from District 9 were: Brittany Olson, Barron 
County; Dean Bergseng, Pierce County; and Jim Holte, Dunn County.

“D.C. was fun. It was an eye-opening experience and I learned a lot while making lifelong 
friends and experiencing a heat wave in professional dress,” said Barron County Farm Bureau 
member Brittany Olson. 

In addition to trade, members talked about the need for labor reform, challenges with 
gray wolf population management, rural broadband coverage, the repeal of the Waters of the 
United States Rule and the need to fund infrastructure improvements to locks and dams on the 
Mississippi River. 

WFBF 
members 
also met with 
officials from 
the U.S. Trade 
Representative’s 
office, the Senate 
Agriculture 
Committee and 
the Australian 
Embassy.  Wisconsin Farm Bureau members posed for a group photo outside the Australian 

Embassy after a meeting to learn more about agriculture abroad.
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Meet: Ben and Haily Sand, District YFA Representatives

Ben grew 
up in Dunn 
County living 
in the country 
minutes from 
Menomonie. He 
earned a degree in 
landscape plant 
turf management 
and an agri-
science technician 

associate degree from Chippewa Valley 
Technical College. He also earned a bachelor’s 
degree in management from the University of 
Wisconsin-Stout. 

The summer before graduation, Ben started 
working for Countryside Cooperative as an 
intern, then took on a sales role at the New 

Richmond location. After graduation, he 
worked as a full-time sales agronomist and 
precision ag specialist.

Soon after, he took an operations manager 
and sales position in Milltown. After two 
years, the New Richmond agronomy and grain 
location manager position opened, and he took 
that to be closer to home up until August of 
2019. Shortly after, Ben accepted as position 
as an agent with Rural Mutual Insurance 
Company. 

Haily grew up on a small dairy farm in 
Trempealeau County. She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in crop and soil science from UW-River 
Falls and her master’s degree in soil science 
from UW-Madison. Since graduation, Haily 
has been working with AgSource Laboratories 
as an independent ag consultant, serving the 

western portion of Wisconsin as an agronomist 
and doing soil and tissue sampling, along with 
working on nutrient management plans.

Ben and Haily met in Milltown while Ben 
was working at the Countryside-Milltown 
location manager. They got married in 2017, 
bought their farmstead in 2018 and established 
their farm, Sand Grains, LLC in 2019. The 
same year that their baby Ryelin was born.

Their farm is located on the south side of 
Menomonie where they plan to grow corn, 
soybeans and rye. Another business venture 
includes growing fresh produce for markets 
including tomatoes, sweet corn, zucchini, 
squash, cucumbers and apples.

Ben and Haily will do a great job representing 
and working with District 9 Young Farmers and 
Agriculturists during the next three years.

AG DAY AT THE CAPITOL

Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center, Madison
February 4, 2020

Presented by:

Thank You to Our Sponsors:

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual

Cost:   $30 per person by registration deadline.
 $60 after deadline and at the door.

Don’t want to drive yourself or worry about 
parking … ride the bus.

A bus will be traveling from northwest Wisconsin 
to Madison for the day with stops in Baldwin, 
Menomonie, Eau Claire, Osseo and Tomah.

For more information, please contact your county 
Farm Bureau leaders or District 9 Coordinator 
Katie Mattison at 715.418.0975 or  
kmattison@wfbf.com.

The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation invites you to attend
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What Does 100 Years of Farm Bureau Look Like?

As Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
celebrated the centennial during 
the WFBF Annual Meeting in 
December, it’s important for us 
to take time to reflect on the past, 
where we have been and where we 
are going. In this newsletter, let’s 
take some time to reflect on the 
history of WFBF. 

•  1919 AFBF was organized by Farm Bureau leaders from 34 states.
•  1920 WFBF was organized with 537 members to be the 32nd state to join AFBF.
•  In the first year of Farm Bureau, there were about 2,000 members covering 15 counties 

with annual membership dues of $2.50. 
•  The 1926 WFBF Annual Meeting featured a horse-pulling contest and a Farm Family 

Banquet with tickets selling for 75 cents. 
•  In 1934, Farm Bureau Mutual Casualty Insurance Company was organized
•  In 1948, the WFBF ensured its future by creating the Farm Bureau Young People 

Program, dedicated to teaching rural youth better farming methods, citizenship and 
leadership. 

•  In the spring of 1964, Farm Bureau put on a new face in the countryside with attractive 
new signs. The sign featured a stop sign as the back side to remind farmers to stop 
before proceeding from the farm gate and the phrase ‘Farm Bureau Member’ on 
the front side to proclaim that this farmer was a part of the ‘Voice of Agriculture’ in 
Wisconsin. 

•  1970, Carl Casper, Dunn County Farm Bureau, wins the WFBF Young Farmer 
Discussion Meet.

•  1982, Greg Zwald, St. Croix County Farm Bureau, wins the WFBF Young Farmer 
Discussion Meet.

•  1985 Wisconsin’s Ag in the Classroom program was organized.
•  1986, Sheila Harsdorf, Pierce County Farm Bureau, wins the WFBF Young Farmer 

Discussion Meet.
•  1994 Dave and Kathleen Goodrich, St. Croix County, win the WFBF Young Farmer 

Achievement Award.
•  1995 Jim Holte, Dunn County, elected to WFBF board.
•  1999 Jesse Singerhouse, Dunn County, wins the WFBF Young Farmer Discussion Meet.
•  2005 Jesse Singerhouse, Dunn County, wins the WFBF Excellence in Agriculture 

Award.
•  2008 marked the first year that the YFA Conference and WFBF Annual Meeting were 

combined. It also was the year that the Young Farmer Committee name changed to 
Young Farmer and Agriculturist Committee.

•  2012 Jim Holte, Dunn County, elected as WFBF president.
•  2016 Teresa Marker, Barron County, wins the WFBF Excellence in Agriculture Award.

Reflecting on the past, you may wonder how old your county farm bureau is. Here is 
a listing of the District 9 county Farm Bureaus and the years they were established, from 
oldest to youngest.

•  Sawyer County Farm Bureau established in 1945
•  Chippewa County Farm Bureau established in 1949
•  St. Croix County Farm Bureau established in 1949
•  Barron County Farm Bureau established in 1950
•  Pierce County Farm Bureau established in 1950
•  Polk County Farm Bureau established in 1950   
   Name changed to Polk Burnett Farm Bureau in 2018
•  Dunn County Farm Bureau established in 1954
•  Rusk County Farm Bureau established in 1982
•  Superior Shores Farm Bureau established in 1992

Thank you for being a member of your county Farm Bureau, the Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
and American Farm Bureau. Here’s to another 100 years.

District YFA Report
Julie Wadzinski
District 9 Young Farmer and 
Agriculturist Representative

“It just takes some time, 
little girl you’re in the middle 
of the ride,” is the chorus of 
one of my favorite songs: In 
the Middle by Jimmy Eat 
World.

The first time I heard this song was in between 
general sessions at the state FFA Convention. At the 
time we were selling my family farm and I didn’t feel 
like I belonged in the ag Industry. I was no longer a 
farmer; the cows were gone, and we were moving off 
the farm. 

Whenever times got tough for me, I played this 
song. It reminded me that this moment will pass, 
that I don’t have a choice in the movement of time. 

The song means a lot to me now as well. These past 
three years that I have served as the Young Farmer 
and Agriculturist chair with the same imposter 
syndrome that I felt as a 16-year-old in the Alliant 
Energy Center. Then I served on the state board as a 
minority, a non-farmer. 

I’ve questioned if I should be involved because I’m 
not employed in production ag. With the market 
and morale being in such a low spot these past 
several years, it’s hard not to get sucked in. When 
these moments hit, I play that song and the opening 
verse brings me some perspective. “Hey, don’t write 
yourself off yet. It’s only in your head, you feel 
left out or looked down on. Just try your best, try 
everything you can.” 

Even though my time on the YFA Committee and 
as Chair of the YFA Committee has come to an end, 
I know I’m only in the middle of my Farm Bureau 
journey. I want to thank you for the privilege and 
faith you have had in me. I look forward to serving in 
whatever capacity I can in the future. I look forward 
to watching the growth of the YFA program. Here’s 
to enjoying the ride, be it the beginning or the 
middle.

Member Benefit Spotlight: 
Accidental Death Benefit

Did you know that there is an accidental death 
benefit associated with your Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Membership? Members receive $1,500 in accidental 
death insurance for themselves and their spouse, and 
$500 for each minor child. The policy increases in 
value $200 for each consecutive year of membership 
up to $3,500.

The policy covers any accident, except those on a 
public road or highway occurring or arising out of 
occupancy or use of a vehicle required to be licensed 
under state laws.
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Ag in the Classroom Program Announces Book of the Year and Essay Contest
Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom is kicking off 

the 2019-2020 school year by announcing the 
Book of the Year, “Right This Very Minute,” 
written by Lisl Detlefsen of Wisconsin. 

What’s that you say? You’re hungry? Right 
this very minute? Then you need a farmer. You 
have the stories of so many here on your table.

Award winners Lisl H. Detlefsen and Renee 
Kurilla’s delicious celebration of food and 
farming is sure to inspire readers of all ages to 
learn more about where their food comes from, 
right this very minute.

Each year, the Ag in the Classroom program 
holds an essay contest in conjunction with the 
Book of the Year for fourth- and fifth-grade 
students throughout the state. This year’s essay 
contest topic is, “How has Wisconsin agriculture 
affected your life today?”

Detlefsen’s book also is the AFB Foundation 

for Agriculture’s Book of the Year and has an 
educator’s guide developed to complement it.

Accompanying lessons aligned to educational 
standards and various Wisconsin educational 
resources are available online for teachers, 
students and volunteers to use in promoting and 
preparing essays. 

“We are thrilled to have our book be written 
by a Wisconsin author who lives agriculture 
each day,” said Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom 
Coordinator Darlene Arneson. “The book 
looks at how agriculture affects a young child 
during various parts of the day. It offers ideas 
for students to think about their day and how 
agriculture affects them during mealtime, 
impacts the clothes they wear and the jobs 
around them.”

Essay submissions must be 100- to 300-
words in length and will be judged on content, 

grammar, spelling and 
neatness. For essay 
contest rules, lesson plans 
and sample classroom 
activities, visit  
www.wisagclassroom.org/
events-activities/essay-contest. 

Essays are due April 1, 2020. The contest 
is sponsored by We Energies and the WFB 
Foundation.

Nine district winners will be selected with 
one being chosen as the state winner in May 
by the WFBF’s Promotion and Education 
Committee. Each district winner will receive a 
classroom presentation for his or her class. Last 
year, more than 2,000 students participated.

Questions about the book or essay contest 
can be directed to your county Ag in the 
Classroom Coordinator:

District 9 News

Promotion and Education Leadership
Kay Gilbertson
District 9 Promotion and Education Committee Representative

The third annual WFBF Boot Camp was held on November 
16 at the Wisconsin Farm Discovery Center in Manitowoc. 

This annual event is organized by the Promotion and 
Education Committee. The focus of this event was media 
training. The scope of the training included sharpening skills 
to be able to share your own agriculture story with information 
on the many different avenues of social media. 

The WFBF Promotion and Education Committee along 
with Farm Bureau staff Amy Eckleberg and Sarah Hetke were 
on hand to guide and direct this lively boot camp with valuable 
skills and abilities. 

Attendees posed possible questions 
and recorded in a mock interview. 
The purpose of this exercise was to 
help instill confidence with a variety 
of impromptu situations.

Each attendee received personal 
evaluations about their own unique 
style after reviewing the recorded 
interviews. 

Attendees walked away from 
this training more prepared for 
interactions with the media and 
excited to join the efforts to advocate 
for agriculture on social media.

Barron
Teresa Marker
715.829.5584
tmhanson_98@yahoo.com
Chippewa
Lori Gardow 
715.723.6666

Dunn
Kay Gilbertson
715.879.5472
Kgilbertson73@gmail.com
Pierce
Laura Benitz
715.647.3213
tlbenitz@gmail.com

Polk Burnett
Lisa Thomforhda
715.485.3010
Rusk
Besty DuSell 
715.828.1617
thornappleent@gmail.com

Sawyer
Dale Beissel
715.266.3414
Mbeissel000@centurytel.net
St. Croix
Melanie Peterson
715.665.2142
garmel@centurytel.net

Superior Shores
Gregg Johnson
715.413.1238
greggsdiscovery@gmail.com

Save the Date

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation

March 27-28

Marriott Madison West, Madison

Presented by:

Hotel Information

Registration
Early Bird Registration through March 4, 2020: $140 
After March 4, 2020: $175

Marriott Madison West
1313 John Q. Hammons Drive
Middleton, WI 53562

Hotel Room Rate: $139 + tax. Request the WFBF room block 
by March 4, 2020, to receive this rate.

A hotel room is not included in the registration fee, please make your reservation at:

Insurance Company
Rural Mutual
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BarronCountyFarmBureau

County Annual Meeting Wrap Up
On October 8, 

Barron County Farm 
Bureau had their 
annual meeting. About 
40 people attended 
including Cumberland 
FFA students who led 
us in our pledge. 

We started the 
evening with an 
enjoyable pie social, 
the fantastic pies were 
made once again by 
Tina Wenger. To 
salute the 100-year 
anniversary of WFBF, we had a pictorial display of Barron County's history 
including past boards, queens, delegates and programs of work. It was a 
great 'walk down memory lane’ reminding us what we once looked like. 
Barron County Farm Bureau members can be proud of their heritage.

Going off the board is Teresa Marker. We will miss Teresa. She has been 
a great board member and has done a wonderful job with our Ag In the 
Classroom, which fortunately she is willing to continue to chair. Her little 
ones are at a stage where they need more of her time and we understand. 
Thank you, Teresa, for your service. 

We were happy to have David Sollman step up to run for the board and 
look forward to working with him and getting to know him. We thanked 
Jim Holte for his service presenting him with a variety of Jennie-O turkey 
products. Also, attending our meeting was Laurie Peterson, Northwest 
Regional Manager for Rural Mutual Insurance Company and WFBF Chief 
Administrative Officer Dale Beaty. 

A highlight of our meeting was the great discussion on resolutions 
led by board member Sam Olson. Well prepared as usual, he did a great 
job. Thanks, Sam. We forwarded 18 resolutions to the WFBF Policy 
Development Committee. Three of the resolutions related to support 
of the research, development and implementation of a dairy growth 
management system, which passed with overwhelming support. Delegates 
representing Barron County at the WFBF Annual Meeting will be Randy 
Cook, Sam Olson and Karyn Schauf. 

Thank you to those who attended. There is no more important time 
than now to make sure Farm Bureau is YOUR voice for agriculture.

The Barron County Farm Bureau board of directors, back 
row (from left): District 9 Director Jim Holte; Sam Olson, 
Joe Braml, Noah Voelker; front row (from left): Nate 
Kringle, Karyn Schauf, Craig Hamernik; not included in the 
photo: Dave Sollman.

Meet: David Sollman, New Board Member 
Greetings, Farm Bureau 

members. My name is Dave 
Sollman from rural Almena. 
I was born and raised in this 
community, I attended school in 
Turtle Lake while being raised 
on a 50-cow dairy operation. 

I was an active member of 
the local FFA chapter, including 
serving as vice president and 
president. After graduation, I attended UW-River Falls, majoring in ag 
business with a minor in crops science. 

For the past six years, my wife Kristi and I have been devoted to 
agriculture. We have a small cow-calf operation and raise Roundup-
Ready, Harv-Xtra and conventional alfalfa to support the herd. 

During the hours from 8 to 5, I spend time in fields, selling 
vegetable crops to processing companies across the Midwest, focusing 
on sweet corn, green beans, carrots and squash. A large portion of the 
job description includes spending time in our rural communities with 
green bean and sweet corn growers. 

My passion is agriculture. Today, it’s important for everyone to 
have a voice within the ag sector. Creating one voice and educating 
consumers is what has supported our communities for decades and 
will continue to support them for generations to come.

District 9 News
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Lake Family Farms Receives 
Leopold Conservation Award

Congratulations to Lake Family Farms of Boyceville. Jeff and 
Kelly Lake are the 12th Wisconsin landowners to receive the Leopold 
Conservation Award.

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection Deputy  
Secretary Randy Romanski, Jeff and Kelly Lake, Lance Irving of Sand County  
Foundation and WFBF President Jim Holte.

Dunn County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting
Dunn County Farm Bureau 

held their county annual 
meeting on September 24 at 
Dean and Sue’s Bar and Grill in 
Menomonie. 

During the meeting, 
members discussed a wide range 
of issues including broadband, 
wildlife, dairy and hemp. 
Resolutions passed during this 
meeting will be forwarded 
on for consideration by the 
WFBF Policy Development 
Committee. 

As a grassroots organization, 
it is Farm Bureau’s members at the county level who create and set the 
policy goals of the state’s leading farm organization. 

During the meeting, Al Shannon of Menomonie was elected to the 
board of directors. Delegates also were elected to attend the WFBF 
Annual Meeting in December to represent Dunn County Farm Bureau. 

In addition to the regular business at the annual meeting, Jim Holte 
was awarded the Dunn County Farm Bureau Service to Agriculture 
Award. Jim resides in Elk Mound and has been active in Farm Bureau 
for many years. He has served as the District 9 Director for 24 years and 
has served the past seven years as WFBF President. Jim also represents 
Wisconsin on the AFBF Board of Directors.

Red Cedar Conservation Farmers Conclude 
Their First Year
By Jessica Schoen, Dunn County Land and Water Conservation Division

The Red Cedar Conservation Farmers, a farmer-led watershed 
protection group located in and around the Town of Grant in 
northeastern Dunn County, had an outstanding first year. The group 
was successful in receiving a $40,000 grant award from the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection. This grant 
funded conservation practices that focus on improving soil health and 
water quality. It also funded several field days and supported the 2019 
Farm-City Day event that was hosted by Denmark Dairy near Colfax. 

In total, six informational meetings were held where agricultural topics 
were openly discussed. Conversations ranged from discussing why cover 
crops are beneficial to how local partners at UW-Stout are researching the 
watershed to identify areas for installation of conservation practices. 

In addition to the meetings, members of the group hosted three 
field days in 2019. Field days focused on spring seeded cover crops, 
termination of cover crops and planting green. These field days 
allow farmers to welcome their peers onto their farm to evaluate the 
effectiveness of conservation practices on their land.

The Red Cedar Conservation Farmers are excited to host their first ever 
Winter Workshop from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on December 17 at the White 
Birch Inn in Bloomer. The workshop will cover topics like herbicide 
resistant water hemp, innovative agricultural conservation practices and 
water quality. The event is free to attend and includes lunch. 

To attend, please RSVP by December 13 to Jessica Schoen at 715. 
232.1496.

Jim Holte accepted the Distinguished Service 
to Agriculture Award from Carl Casper.  
Congratulations, Jim.

The Dunn County Farm Bureau board of directors, back row (from left): John Ausman, 
Dale Quilling, Tony Christopherson, John Kovacik, Kevin Gilbertson, Darryl Kovacik, 
Marv Prestrud, Brian Douglas and Al Shannon; front row (from left): District 9  
Director and WFBF President Jim Holte, Mary Prestrud, Carl Casper and Tara  
Prochnow; not included in the photo: Doug Clark and Frank Retz.

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus
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Distinguished Service to Farm Bureau Award 
Presented to Falde and Kannel

Pierce County Farm 
Bureau recently recognized 
two women with the 
Distinguished Service 
to Farm Bureau Award. 
Naoma Falde and Wendy 
Kannel were presented 
with awards at the Pierce 
County Farm Bureau 
annual meeting on 
October 3 at the El Paso 
Bar and Grill.

Naoma and her late 
husband, Gaylord, have 
been members of Farm Bureau since 1948. Gaylord was a member of the 
Pierce County Farm Bureau board for many years with Naoma serving as the 
president of the Women’s Farm Bureau. At one time Pierce County had an 
East and West Farm Bureau. Meetings would take place in members’ homes 
once a month and Gaylord and Naoma hosted these meetings many times. 

Wendy grew up on a dairy farm outside of Spring Valley. She joined WFBF 
as the District 9 Coordinator in June or 2010 and served in that role until 
2014. In 2014, she changed roles within 
and moved to Madison to take on the Ag 
in the Classroom coordinator position. 
From 2015 to 2019, Wendy served as 
the WFBF Director of Training and 
Leadership Development. In August, 
she was promoted to Senior Director of 
Member Relations.

“Pierce County Farm Bureau is proud 
to recognize these women for the great 
things that they have done for Pierce 
County Farm Bureau and Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau,” said Pierce County Farm 
Bureau president Dean Bergseng.
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Dunn County

Wendy Kannel accepted the  
Distinguished Service to Farm Bureau 
Award at the annual meeting from 
county president Dean Bergseng.  
Congratulations, Wendy.

Naoma accepted the Distinguished Service to Farm 
Bureau Award with her family at the annual meeting 
from county president Dean Bergseng. Congratulations, 
Naoma.

A Message From the President ...
Dean Bergseng
Pierce County Farm Bureau president

Dear Farm Bureau members, 
This is our last newsletter in 2019 and 

my last newsletter as the Pierce County 
Farm Bureau president. 

This fall, our weather has been very 
wet and cold. In September, we received 
rain three times with amounts measuring 

between two and five inches. With all that rain, farmers were still 
able to get most of the beans out by late October, along with a large 
amount of corn. Now, we are experiencing cold weather earlier 
than usual, making knifing in manure or fall tillage difficult. Added 
to this is the difficulty many are experiencing purchasing propane.

With the help of John Krings, Kevin Knutson, Peter Kimball 
and myself we got enough members re-signed up to make the fall 
bonus for the county Farm Bureau. It was a great year to be on 
the positive side with membership as this is the 100th year of the 
WFBF. The WFBF Annual Meeting will be in early December. We 
will be very busy with many things, including celebrating our 100 
years, voting on resolutions, bidding on Silent Auction items and 
celebrating the career of WFBF President Jim Holte, who will retire 
this year. At the District 9 caucus on Monday morning, we will 
choose a new District 9 Representative. Peter Kimball ? County?, 
Mel Pittman from Pierce County and Andy Winiarczyk from 
Sawyer County are running for this position.

As 2019 winds down we want to make sure we thank several 
people for their contributions to Farm Bureau. Thank you to Jim 
Holte. We appreciate the work he has done as the WFBF President. 
Kevin Knutson retired from our board. We appreciate his three 
years of service. Travis Kopp replaced Kevin.

This year, I retired from the board. Our membership and 
finances are in good shape and we have added some younger 
members during the last eight years. It has been a pleasure working 
with the different board members and others on many issues and 
projects. It is time for others to take over. I wish them the best.

wfbf.com/about/counties/piercePierce County

Upcoming UW-Extension Events
Thursday, December 12:  Resilient Farms Conference, live streamed at UW-Extension 

Dunn County Office, Menomonie
Tuesday, January 14:  Regional Farm Pulse Workshop, Farm Financial Management 

Curriculum, Extension Dunn County Office, Menomonie
Wednesday, January 29:   Regional Farm Succession Workshop, UW-Extension Dunn 

County Office, Menomonie
Wednesday, February 5 and Tuesday, February 25:   Private Pesticide Applicator's 

Training, UW-Extension Dunn 
County Office, Menomonie

Saturday, February 29:  Dunn County 4-H Dairy Judging Fundraiser, Dean and Sue's 
Bar and Grill, Menomonie

For information, please contact Katie Wantoch, 
UW-Extension agriculture agent at 715.232.1636 or 
katie.wantoch@wisc.edu.

wfbf.com/about/counties/dunn
DunnCountyFarmBureau

Farm Bureau in Pictures …

Photo credit: Prochnow Family Farms

Winter Edition
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A Message From the President ...
Chris Owens
Polk Burnett Farm Bureau president

Hello, Polk Burnett Farm Bureau 
members.

I am Christopher Owens and I was 
elected to serve as the Polk Burnett 
Farm Bureau president. I am from 
Frederic and I grew up and work on 

my family’s 650 Registered Jersey dairy in the northeast corner of Polk 
County. My primary job on the farm is calf care, which means I get to take 
care of calves from birth to six months of age. I also help with field work and 
other daily and seasonal projects.

In addition to farming, I have been a volunteer firefighter in Lorain 
Township for 14 years. It is very meaningful and rewarding to be able to 
help and protect my community. 

In the fall of 2020, I will marry the love of my life, Maria Menart. She has 
been by biggest supporter and a good helper with farm chores. 

I hope as president that I can improve programs that have been established 
and bring light to new opportunities to Farm Bureau. Thank you.

Unity Teacher Awarded Wisconsin Ag in the 
Classroom Program Teacher Mini-Grants

Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s Ag in the 
Classroom program has awarded 13 teacher 
mini-grants to teachers throughout Wisconsin 
to be used for agricultural literacy lessons and 
activities. 

The $100 grants, funded by the WFB 
Foundation, provide opportunities for teachers 
to obtain funding that may not be available through the local school 
budgets. 

Lisa Jagielo, Unity High School, Balsam Lake, was awarded a mini-grant 
for Ag on the Lawn. 

The Unity Ag on the Lawn event is held annually each May. Elementary 
teachers sign up for specific times to tour the presentations and displays 
organized by the FFA members. 

The grant will be used to purchase Ag Today Readers and AFB 
Foundation for Agriculture Food and Farm Fact pencils that help educate 
students about agriculture.

Do You Want to Get More Involved in 
Polk Burnett Farm Bureau?

Polk Burnett Farm Bureau is looking to increase agriculture 
promotion events throughout Polk and Burnett counties. To do this, 
we need your help.

Do you have the passion for agriculture and what to help promote 
it? Here is your chance. We need volunteers to help with events such 
as Burnett Dairy Days, Polk County Fair, Burnett County Fair, Ag 
in the Classroom essay contest and classroom activities, to name a 
few. 

Volunteers will help in the planning 
of events, assist with activities at the 
events and answer questions about 
where food comes from. 

If this is something you are interested 
in, please call Lisa Thomforhda 
at 715.485.3010 or District 9 
Coordinator Katie Mattison at 
715.418.0975 or kmattison@wfbf.com.

Polk Burnett wfbf.com/about/counties/polkburnett
PolkBurnettFarmBureau

Two Polk Burnett Farm Bureau YFA 
Members Compete in Discussion Meet

The District 
9 Young Farmer 
and Agriculturist 
Discussion Meet was 
held on August 1 at 
the Stout Ale House 
in Menomonie in 
conjunction with 
the District Policy 
Development Meet. 
Six contestants 
participated in the 
Discussion Meet.

The question that 
participants discussed was: The customer is always right. How 
do farmers and ranchers think and respond, through the lens 
of consumer priorities and marketing trends, to build common 
values and confidence in modern production methods to build 
consumer acceptance?

Each of WFBF’s nine districts holds a District Meet in late 
summer or fall. Three contestants from each district move on to the 
YFA Conference in the Wisconsin Dells in December.

Farm Bureau’s strength depends on its members’ ability to analyze 
agricultural issues and decide on solutions that best meet their 
needs. The Discussion Meet is an activity designed to build these 
crucial skills in young farmers and agriculturists. By participating, 
members build basic discussion skills, develop a keen understanding 
of important agricultural issues and explore how groups can pool 
knowledge to reach consensus and solve problems. 

The YFA Discussion Meet gives young members a chance to 
demonstrate their speaking skills on agricultural-related topics. 
Contestants are judged on their problem-solving skills as they 
discuss timely topics with their colleagues.

Congratulations to Nathan Kringle of Barron County 
and Isaac Christenson and Kirsten Konder of Polk 
County who are representing District 9 at the WFBF 
Discussion Meet in December. 
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County Farm Bureau Board of Directors

The 2019-2020 Rusk County Farm Bureau Board of Directors, back row (from 
left): Dan Weiss, Terry DuSell and Aaron Nicholson; front row (from left): Paul 
Hetke, Betsy DuSell and John Wienert. 

Retiring President’s Message ...
Dave Kruschke
St. Croix County Farm Bureau former president

After 36 years of serving as president of St. 
Croix County Farm Bureau, it was time to retire 
from the position. It has been very gratifying 
and humbling to serve the organization, though 
it was never my plan to serve this long. 

As is true with any volunteer project, it takes 
support from your family to keep everything 
going when you need to be gone. I also must 
thank my board members over the years as their 
passion has made my job a lot easier.

I have testified before the County Board of 
Supervisors several times ironically the first time 

was to build the Ag Center in Baldwin and the 
last was to save the Ag Center. 

This project was accomplished with the help 
of 4-H, Farmers Union, Farm Bureau and 
several individuals who testified to the fact that 
organizations and counties are working together. 
It was a very gratifying experience.

Over the years, I also have testified to the 
state DNR board and legislative hearings. The 
greatest accomplishments in my years as St. 
Croix County Farm Bureau president have 
been helping implement statewide use-value 
assessment and guiding the St. Croix County 
Farm Bureau toward working more closely with 
other organizations.

I have made many very good friends 
statewide, served under four WFBF Presidents 
and three district directors. I remain on the St. 
Croix County Farm Bureau board and hope to 
see you at future events. 

wfbf.com/about/counties/st-croix
StCroixFarmBureau

St. Croix County

wfbf.com/about/counties/rusk
RuskFarmBureau

Rusk County

Members Donate to Operation Christmas Child
Six boxes were donated, 

three for boys and three 
for girls. 

These boxes included 
items such as coloring 
books, colored pencils 
and crayons, hats, mittens 
and gloves, socks and 
some snacks. Each box 
also included a stuffed 
animal and a personalized 
Christmas card. 

The boxes will be 
dropped off at the First 
Reformed Church in 
Baldwin and will be sent to 
children worldwide.

Members of the St. Croix County women's committee and 
Young Farmer and Agriculturist committee packed shoe 
boxes for Operation Christmas Child. 

Farm Bureau Memorabilia 
Doris and George Peterson’s family were instrumental in 

growing the St. Croix County Farm Bureau and its women’s 
program in its early years. 

Melanie Peterson brought some goodies from the late Doris 
Peterson’s personal collection of Farm Bureau memorabilia to 
be shared at the WFBF 
centennial celebration 
at the WFBF Annual 
Meeting in December.
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St. Croix County wfbf.com/about/counties/st-croix
StCroixCountyFarmBureau

Meet: Amy Shafer, New Bureau Board Member 
# Years in Farm Bureau: 6
Family: Husband: Josh
Children:  Toby, 11; Milo, 9; 

Cora, 6
Farm: 35 commercial beef cows, 
also feed some Holstein steers; 
cash crop
Other Occupations: Amy, part-
time accountant in Baldwin; Josh, 
construction in the Twin Cities
Why did you choose agriculture: 
Josh and I grew up on small dairy 
farms. I fell in love with cows and 
Josh really enjoys the crops side. 
Producing food and feed and 
completing the farming cycle each 
year is very rewarding for us. Plus, 
we think a farm is a great place to raise kids.
Why did you become involved in Farm Bureau: I first joined Farm Bureau to 
support a friend. I have since learned more about Farm Bureau and the positive 
impact it has on agriculture. As farmers, it’s easy to get discouraged about our 
vocation with so many things we cannot control (markets, weather, etc.). Farm 
Bureau enables us to focus on issues we can change and gives us the means to work 
together with our peers for positive change.
Other Involvement: Eau Galle Township Board of Supervisors
Why do you think it is important to be part of the ag industry: As a member of 
the ag industry I think it’s important to have honest and positive communication 
with those who are not – the consumer. There’s so much misinformation about the 
ag industry that we want to correct, but this can be challenging. I like to use my 
kids and their school and 4-H projects to be mini-advocates.

Upcoming UW-Extension Event
December 18: Pork Quality Assurance Training, Ag Service and Education 

Center, 1960 8th Avenue, Baldwin, WI 54002.
For more information, please contact Ryan Sterry, UW-Madison-Extension 

agriculture agent at 715.531.1930 or ryan.sterry@wisc.edu.

County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting 
St. Croix County Farm 

Bureau held their annual 
meeting on September 8 at 
Jim and Roxanne Lund’s Farm 
near Woodville. 

During the meeting, 
members discussed a wide 
range of issues including 
county zoning, wolves and 
broadband. Resolutions 
passed during this meeting 
will be forwarded on for 
consideration by the WFBF 
Policy Development Committee. 

The WFBF is often asked to get involved in issues affecting 
production agriculture and rural Wisconsin in Madison and 
Washington, D.C. As a grassroots organization, it is Farm 
Bureau’s members on the county level who create and set the 
policy goals of the state’s leading farm organization. 

Amy Shafer joined the board of directors. During the 
meeting, delegates were also elected to attend the WFBF 
Annual Meeting in December to represent St. Croix County 
Farm Bureau. 

In addition to the regular business at the St. Croix County 
Farm Bureau annual meeting, Jim Holte was awarded the 
St. Croix County Farm Bureau Distinguished Service to 
Agriculture Award to honor the work that he has done for 
Farm Bureau and agriculture during his many years of service. 
Holte currently serves as the WFBF President and District 
9 Director and announced in August that he will retire in 
December.

The St. Croix County Farm Bureau Board of Directors, back row (from left): 
Leslie Svacina, Gary Peterson, Greg Zwald, Steve Mueller, Lexi DuSell, 
Randy Roquette, Dean Mueller, Jim Lund, Melanie Peterson and WFBF 
President Jim Holte; front row (from left): Amy Shafer, Dave Kruschke, 
Jenny Mueller and Lynn Brosi.

Jim Holte was awarded the  
Distinguished Service to  
Agriculture Award. Dave Kruschke 
presented Jim with the award.
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Superior Shores wfbf.com/about/counties/superiorshores
SuperiorShoresFarmBureau

WIAA and Rural Mutual Sportsmanship Award
Josh Huray and Alan Schiefelbein had the honor of helping present the 

2019 WIAA and Rural Mutual Sportsmanship award, sponsored by Rural 
Mutual Insurance, to the Ashland Girls’ Soccer Team. 

It takes the whole team, coaches and fans showing great sportsmanship 
through the entire season to win this award. Congratulations on a great 
season and winning the WIAA and Rural Mutual Sportsmanship Award. This 
is a great achievement for the Ashland community. Good luck during the 
next season.

Rural Mutual Insurance has been a sponsor of the WIAA Sportsmanship 
Award since it was started in 1965.

Congratulations Agent Josh Huray
By Alan Schiefelbein, Rural Mutual Insurance Company agent

Congratulations to Josh for this significant accomplishment. As 
a financed agent, still in his first year with Rural Mutual, this is a 
daunting and difficult task. Josh has met this challenge with hard 
work, a desire to learn the insurance business, professionalism and 
a good attitude. I am excited for Josh. 
He is a good, conscientious agent who 
will do a great job for his customers. 

If you want a quote on your 
insurance programs, please contact 
Josh at 218.428.0852 or me at 
218.391.7207. 

We handle the following insurance 
products: auto, home, farm, business, 
including business auto and work 
comp, life and annuities.

Rural Mutual Insurance agent 
Alan Schiefelbein presented 
Josh Huray with a certificate.

Sawyer County wfbf.com/about/counties/sawyer
SawyerCountyFarmBureau

Did You Know ...
In 1992, the Superior Shores Farm Bureau was formed including Ashland 
County, Bayfield County, Douglas County and Iron County.

It was a year earlier that Dan Poulson was elected WFBF President and 
WFBF membership totaled 59,527. WFBF cele-
brated an all-time high in membership and had a 
gain in every county.

Three years later in 1995, Jim Holte, the current 
District 9 director, was elected to the WFBF Board 
of Directors to represent the counties of District 9.

Sawyer County Farm Bureau Presents: FARMING THE GREEN 
BILLIARDS TOURNAMENT

Saturday, February 29 • Patti’s on 70, Winter, WI 54897

3rd Annual

PRIZES 
Cue stick raffle: Anyone participating 
in the tournament has chance to 
win a high quality cue stick.

ENTRY FEE 
$10 for Farm Bureau members;  
$15 for non-members, join and 
pay the member price

TIME 
11 a.m. - Registration
12 p.m. - First game starts

DAIRY PRODUCTS supplied by Sawyer County Farm Bureau

1st place - $75
2nd place - $50
3rd place - $25

Sawyer County
Farm Bureau®
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