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Agenda

Creating Ripples, Making Waves! 
Unleashing The Best in Yourself and 
Others
Paul Wesselmann 
The Ripples Guy

We are kicking off our time together 
with one of the warmest and most 
engaging speakers we’ve ever 
encountered to provide an infusion of 
energy and ideas and connecting like 
nothing you’ve ever experienced. EVER! 
Paul is developing a highly interactive 
session that is guaranteed to lift our 
spirits and maximize the potential of 

our time together. This won’t be a boring lecture where you just sit and 
listen; instead, we will be up and moving around with plenty of time for 
networking and quality conversations as we explore two core areas of 
professional development: reaching OUT and reaching IN. Reaching OUT 
is about cultivating networking, relationship and communication skills 
to maximize our effectiveness at connecting with others, while reaching 
IN includes time, stress and life management strategies to more 
consistently bring our best selves to work and life.

Wisconsin Farm Bureau President

The Positive Power of Servant 
Leadership 
Tom Thibodeau 
Viterbo University

Tom is the Distinguished Professor 
of Servant Leadership at Viterbo 
University where he has taught for 
35 years. He is the founder of the 
Master of Arts in Servant Leadership 
degree at Viterbo, the only master’s 
degree of its kind in the nation. He is a 
founding member of the Place of Grace 
hospitality house which had been serving meals and human dignity for 
20 years. He regularly speaks to national audiences on the developing 
servant leadership movement. Tom is a husband, father, grandfather, 
teacher, active community member and part owner of a country tavern.

Building and Protecting the Farm 
Bureau Brand 
Judy Rupnow 
Senior Counselor, MorganMyers

What is the value of a brand? Today, 
about 75 percent of a company’s value 
is made of intangible assets including 
its brand reputation. Managing 
reputational risk is critical. Many brand 
crises may be averted so long as 
deliberate actions are taken to build and protect the brand. Explore how 
to build and protect the Farm Bureau brand.

Friday, March 27

9:30 a.m. Registration Open
10:30 a.m. Kickoff Luncheon and Keynote 

Saturday, March 28

8:00 a.m. Buffet Breakfast and General Session

1:45 p.m. Concurrent Breakout Sessions (4) 
  1:45-2:45 p.m. * break* 3-4 p.m. *break* 4:15-5 p.m.

5:30 p.m. Reception 
6:00 p.m. Dinner and Program/Speaker

8:30 p.m. Farm Bureau Game Shows

9:30 a.m. Concurrent Breakout Sessions (4)
  9:30-10:30 a.m. * break* 10:45 a.m.-11:45 a.m.

11:45 a.m. Closing Lunch and Program

At the 2020 Wisconsin Farm Bureau IGNITE Conference you will learn about innovative county Farm 
Bureau programs, grow your knowledge of agriculture issues, network with other Farm Bureau leaders, 
become informed on roles and responsibilities within the county Farm Bureau, be trained to share your 
agriculture and Farm Bureau story and discover how you can engage all members to become active in 
your county Farm Bureau. This highly engaging and motivating conference is open to all Farm Bureau 
members who are interested in igniting a spark and taking their county Farm Bureau to the next level.



Breakout Session Tracks

1.  Bridging Generations 
Jordan Henry, AFBF 
Come join staff from the American Farm Bureau 
Federation and dive into what you can do to engage 
volunteers of all ages and bridge the gap with 
members. This session will look into what those 
generational differences are, why they are there and 
what you can do to continue to connect everyone.

2.  How to Say Anything to Anyone 
Wendy Kannel, WFBF 
When presented with a tough conversation, what 
do you do? Do you address the issue head-on or do 
you just let it pass? Join us to learn how you can say 
anything to anyone in just eight simple steps.

3.  Committees with Commitment 
Amy Blakeney and Wes Raddatz, WFBF 
Explore how to get the right committee members 
on board and how you can manage committee work 
in order to make planning your county Farm Bureau 
events a breeze.

4.  Evaluating Programs of Work 101 
Jordan Henry, AFBF 
In this session, attendees will think through the 
programs and events they are doing and analyze 
why they are important. Participants will align their 
programs with their goals and learn about tools 
to create a successful plan of action to improve 
programs or events.

Governance and Organization
1.  Connecting with Ag in the Classroom 

Darlene Arneson, WFBF 
Where does Ag in the Classroom fit into your county program? This workshop will 
explore the basics of AITC and how you can recruit volunteers, reach teachers and 
students, use resources for special events outside of a traditional classroom and 
share information on how your county is organized. We also will cover websites, 
resources and how to host or promote teacher and volunteer training sessions. 

2.  IGNITE a Spark in your county YFA program 
WFBF YFA Committee 
Join us for a panel discussion on how to take your YFA program to the next level. 
Whether you are looking to start a program in your county or want to implement 
a few new activities, come to ask questions and learn from other Farm Bureau 
members. ALL members are welcome to attend.

3.  Plant a Seed and Watch your P&E Program Grow 
WFBF Promotion and Education Committee 
Has your Promotion and Education program been in a bit of a rut lately or in need 
of some new ideas to bring it back to life? Join us for a panel discussion where 
county leaders will share their experiences implementing successful promotion 
and education activities. You’ll walk away from this session with new ideas and tips 
and tricks on how to sow the seeds for new growth in your county P&E program.

4.  Don’t Be Afraid of the “M” Word 
Melissa Doyle and Becky Hibicki, WFBF 
Do you love being a Farm Bureau member but struggle when it comes to asking 
someone else to join? You may think MEMBERSHIP is outside of your comfort 
zone. This workshop will help you breakdown some of the fears of membership 
recruitment and give you the tips and confidence to build a solid plan to ask 
someone to be part of the Farm Bureau family!

Building Farm Bureau

1.  Media Interview Boot Camp 
Johnna Miller, American Farm Bureau 
There are few opportunities to reach a wider audience 
than through the media. When the opportunity arises, 
you want to make the most of it. In this workshop, 
you will learn how to analyze your audience, define 
your goal and deliver an interview that will make the 
reporter want to do more stories with you.

2.   What can PR do for you? 
Amy Eckelberg and Sarah Hetke, WFBF 
From interview prep to creating shareable social 
media content, the four-member WFBF Public 
Relations team is always busy working for you. Join 
Amy and Sarah as they share a behind the scenes 
look into what the PR department does and services 
offered to members.

3.  Pitching Stories and Working with the Media 
Kaitlyn Riley, Mid-West Family Broadcasting 
This session will begin with former Alice in Dairyland 
and current Farm Director, Kaitlyn Riley, talking about 
best practices for working with the media. She will 
talk about her experience being the interviewee 
and the interviewer. This session also will include a 
media panel with representatives who will address 
topics such as what makes a newsworthy story, the 
most effective way to pitch a news story and how 
farmers can work with the media to ensure accurate 
reporting.

Communicating for Agriculture 
and Farm Bureau

1.  Wisconsin Political Landscape 2020  
Joe Murray, Wisconsin REALTORS Association 
Attendees will walk through the current political environment nationally and in 
Wisconsin. Joe will highlight the targeted seats in Congress and the Legislature 
and illustrate the central role Wisconsin will play in the 2020 presidential election. 

2.  Creating a Working Relationship with Local Leaders ... Easy as 1,2,3  
Steve Boe, WFBF 
Former Speaker of the House Tip O’Neil coined the phrase, “all politics is local.” In 
this day and age when more and more of our local decision makers are getting 
further removed from the world of agriculture, it is becoming more important 
for county Farm Bureau’s to cultivate, establish and maintain positive working 
relationships with local decision makers. Come to this workshop to learn the 
simple and easy steps for your county Farm Bureau to take in creating long-
lasting, relationships with local decision makers.

3.  Policy Development 101 
WFBF Governmental Relations Team 
Join us to get an understanding of Farm Bureau’s grassroots policy development 
process. Gain tips on how to write resolutions and how those resolutions move 
from the county Farm Bureau to WFBF policy.

4.  Trends in Agriculture 
Judy Rupnow, MorganMyers 
It’s hard enough to scan the horizon in the morning and predict what’s coming 
this afternoon. So what about knowing what to expect in seasons, even decades, 
to come? Today, a fundamental shift from production-driven to consumer-driven 
agriculture is changing the ways we farm. What can we expect tomorrow? 
Whether it’s changes in our natural environment or the agri-food supply chain 
structure, farming is continually evolving. As leaders, we need to understand 
and navigate these new dynamics to make our organization and our farmers 
successful. That’s why we’ll be looking at key trends in agriculture and discussing 
their impact on our future.

Issues, Legislation & Farm Bureau Policy



What: Purpose:
A statewide information, training, and fun-filled 
member engagement meeting for county Farm 
Bureau leaders conducted by WFBF staff with 
assistance from AFBF staff and various outside 
speakers/presenters.

Strengthen county leaders and Farm Bureaus by 
providing them with program ideas, resources and 
new skills to carry out the mission of their county 
Farm Bureau.

Registration Details

Save the Dates

Book a Hotel Room 

Register

Mark your calendars for March 27-28, 2020. Now, 
following the steps below to register and book your 
hotel.

Register and pay online at http://bit.ly/fbignite20 or visit 
wfbf.com/programsevents/event-registration for more 
information.

Registration Fee:  $140 early bird  
$175 after March 4 

by March 4, 2020
Because a hotel room is not included with the registration 
fee, please make your reservations at: 

Madison Marriott West
1313 John Q Hammons Drive
Middleton, WI 53562
For reservations, call 608.831.2000 or book online at 
http://bit.ly/ignite20hotel.

Hotel Room Rate: $139 + tax 
Request the “WI Farm Bureau Federation” room block by 
March 4, 2020 to receive this rate. 

get conference updates

WIFarmBureau


