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District 2 News

Encouraging Members to Run for Elected Local Office
By Arch Morton Jr., District 2 Director

The sixth
annual District 2
Leaders Meeting
was held on
January 28 at the
Verona Town Hall
in Dane County.
Before the
program started,
participants were treated to pizza and
milk, sponsored by Ben Huber and Insight
FS.
WFBF Director of Local Affairs Steve
Boe gave a presentation about running
for public office. He focused on the local
elected positions of town boards, school
boards and county boards of supervisors.
Steve talked about eligibility
requirements and how to run for a
position. He discussed the types of forms
that need to be submitted. Steve gave
many good examples of what to do and
what not to do when running for office.
He emphasized the importance of having
farmers and agribusiness professionals on
these boards.
After a break, the event resumed with a
panel made up of Farm Bureau members
from District 2, who are elected officials.
Becky Levzow, a school board member
from Columbia County; Ken Nolden, a

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Director of Local Affairs
Steve Boe gave a presentation about running for
public office.
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town board member from Sauk County;
and Dan Guenterberg, a town board
member from Dodge County served on
our panel.
Steve Boe moderated the panel
discussion and provided questions. There
also were many good questions from the
audience.
The panelists did an excellent job of
describing what being on these boards is
about and the importance of stepping up
and running for these positions.
With most people more removed from
agriculture than in years past, it’s even
more important that we have people
who understand what we do representing
us. Who do we want to be making the
decisions that affect us? Farm Bureau
members make great elected officials.
I’ve been on my town board for 21
years. There have been some challenges,
but it is very rewarding. We need to have
people on these boards who understand
the community and understand the
importance of agriculture.
Thank you to Steve Boe, Becky Levzow,
Dan Guenterberg and Ken Nolden for
your help with the program.
Thank you to Ben Huber and Insight
FS for sponsoring the pizza. Also, thank
you to Mike Duerst and the Town of
Verona for graciously letting us have this
event at the town hall.

Becky Levzow, Ken Nolden and Dan Guenterberg
served on the panel discussion to share their
experiences serving in their elected positions.

Join Us: IGNITE Conference and
Target Training
By Andrea Brossard, District 2 and AFBF Promotion and Education
Representative

The Promotion and
Education Committee
invites you to join us
during the IGNITE
Conference at the
Madison Marriott in
Madison on March 27-28.
The committee will host the following session: Plant
a Seed and Watch your Promotion and Education
Program Grow. During this session you will hear from a
panel where county leaders will share their experiences
implementing successful promotion and education
activities. You will walk away from this session with new
ideas and tips and tricks on how to sow the seeds for
new growth in your county Promotion and Education
program.
In April, save
the date and join
the American Farm
Bureau Promotion and
Education Committee
at Target Training at
Fair Oaks Farm in Indiana. You will hear from speakers
who have encountered animal activists and learn how
to effectively engage with consumers on challenging
questions.

Mark Your Calendars!
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Farmers and Agriculturists From Around the State Participate in Ag Day at the Capitol
By Scott Eastwood, Dane County Farm Bureau participant

According to the Wisconsin Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection,
Wisconsin agriculture contributes more than
$100 billion annually to our state’s economy
and employs more than 435,000 people.
Many of the issues affecting those of us
involved in Wisconsin agriculture were
discussed at Ag Day at the Capitol held at the
Monona Terrace Community and Convention
Center on February 4.
At this event, Governor Tony Evers outlined
his three-point plan to support agriculture and
rural Wisconsin, notably creating the Wisconsin

Initiative for Dairy Exports to help our dairy
farmers presence in international dairy markets,
as well as Office of Rural Prosperity focused on
much needed economic development.
During this event we also were briefed on
several important pieces of legislation affecting
Wisconsin agriculture. For example, the ‘Truth
in Labeling’ bill is designed to better define
what can be considered milk, a dairy product or
meat.
This is timely and important for our state’s
farmers, as recent polls indicate that:
• 25 percent of consumers think plant-based
products labeled as ‘milk’ actually contain
milk, and

• 50 percent believed that imitation cheese is
actually cheese.
At the conclusion of the program, many of
those in attendance walked to the Capitol to
discuss agricultural issues with local politicians.
Members of the Dane County Farm Bureau
were joined by a large group of state legislators
to discuss topics, including: Cover Crops and
Producer-Led Watershed, Nitrate Pilot Program,
Farmland Preservation Program and the Farmer
CDL Mileage Exemption.
We thank the senators and representatives
for the engaging conversation discussing
these significant issues affecting Wisconsin
agriculture.

Dane County Farm Bureau thanks
Senators Fred Risser, Mark Miller, Janis
Ringhand and Luther Olson, and
Representatives Barbara Dittrich, Dave
Considine and Sondy Pope for the
conversation discussing significant issues
affecting Wisconsin agriculture.

Dane County Farm Bureau members who
participated included (from left): Sam
Skemp, Tom Duerst, Jeremy Skemp, Mike
Duerst, Dennis Jesberger, Scott Eastwood,
Tom Jelinek and Jerry Derr.

Green County Farm Bureau members who
participated included (from left): Ben
Huber, Green County Dairy Queen Kaleigh
Dallman, Green County Dairy Princess
Samantha McGuire, Pam Burke and Josh
Schenk.

Senator Marklein met with his
constituents, including members from
Green County and Sauk County Farm
Bureaus.

Rock County Farm Bureau members had
meaningful discussions during their
Capitol visit.

Rock County Farm Bureau members
included, front row (from left): Emily
Johnson, Bill Barlass, Lauren McCann,
Kirk Leach and Sheila Everhart; back row:
Derek Leckwee, Mary Hookham, Doug
Rebout, Steve Earleywine, Arch Morton Jr.
and Logan Frei.

Sauk County Farm Bureau members who
participated included (from left): Kat
Nissen, Eunice Yanke, Betty Waldinger
and Randy Roecker.

Sauk County Farm Bureau members (back
row) Kat Nissen and Randy Roecker met
with legislators during their Capitol visit.

Membership Volunteers Recognized at Farm Bureau Proud Club Luncheon
Membership volunteers from throughout the state who signed up
five or more new members in the 2018-2019 membership year were
recognized at the Farm Bureau Proud Club Luncheon during the WFBF
Annual Meeting. Congratulations to those District 2 members who
worked on membership and were awarded with jackets.
• Mike Duerst, Dane County, signed nine new members.
• Sally Schoenike, Dodge County, signed six new members.
• Robert Schwandt, Dodge County, signed five new members.
• Dustin Williams, Green County, signed eight new members.
• Brianna Reynolds, Green County, signed five new members.
• Jillian Beaty, Rock County, signed 10 new members.
• Arch Morton Jr., Rock County, signed five new members.
• Eunice Yanke, Sauk County, signed five new members.
Do you want a chance at a steak dinner at the next WFBF Annual
Meeting? Sign up five or more new members between now and the end of
September, and you will be invited to the Farm Bureau Proud Club meal.
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The members who attended the
luncheon included front center: Eunice
Yanke and back row (from left): Arch
Morton Jr., Sally Schoenike, Robert
Schwandt and Jillian Beaty.

Those members who attended the
luncheon included (from left): Dustin
Williams and Brianna Reynolds.

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus
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Members Attended Centennial Celebration at WFBF Annual Meeting
The WFBF Annual Meeting was held Dec.
7-9. 2019. Attendees enjoy having the WFBF
Annual Meeting overlap the YFA Conference so
they can network with younger members, and
watch the discussion meet.
Besides a wonderful WFBF Annual Meeting,
it also was the centennial, which made the event
even more special.
There was a lot of history to be shared in the
centennial exhibit, where members could look
back on the last 100 years and reflect on the
history of Farm Bureau.
Saturday evening’s panel discussion was

The District 2 Caucus was held during
the WFBF Annual Meeting. Delegates
discussed proposed resolutions to current
WFBF policy to be discussed during the
resolutions session later that morning. The
meeting was led by Ben Huber, District 2
Policy Development Representative, Arch
Morton Jr., District 2 Director and Doug
Rebout, Volunteers for Agriculture (VFA)
Representative to the Policy Development
Committee.

Dane County Farm Bureau delegates
(from left): Chuck Ripp, Lindsey
Hellenbrand, Mike Duerst, Sam Skemp,
Jeremy Skemp, Dennis Jesberger, Scott
Eastwood, Kevin Connors, Jerry Derr and
Keith Engel.

particularly interesting to hear from former staff,
legislative partners and past presidents.
The members on the stage had a lot of history
with Farm Bureau that many people don’t know.
To conclude the evening, we sang The American
Farm Bureau Spirit, a song that was sang at the
conclusion of the 75th anniversary.
Sunday morning’s brunch keynote speaker
was AFBF Vice President Scott VanderWal. He
is from South Dakota and has been traveling
to state annual meetings. He congratulated
Wisconsin on their centennial.
On Sunday afternoon, there were breakout

Robert and Karen Schwandt,
Dodge County Farm Bureau,
were recognized by WFBF
President Jim Holte and
received the Distinguished
Service to Farm Bureau
Award.

Mike Duerst was
recognized by WFBF
President Jim Holte
as one of the Top 10
membership workers in
the state.

Green County Farm Bureau delegates
(from left): Alissa Grenawalt, Amy Silver,
Scott Timm, Ben Huber, Jerry Daniels and
Dustin Williams.

workshops where attendees could learn about a
variety of topics.
Prior to the Sunday evening banquet, the
silent auction closed. This year, the silent
auction raised more than $13,500. The money
raised goes towards WFB Foundation programs.
Monday’s delegate session went long but
covered a variety of topics.
The centennial celebration was one that will
never be forgotten, and next year, members look
forward to the 101st WFBF Annual Meeting.

Green County Farm Bureau
members Katherine Simdon, Scott
Timm and Dustin Williams bid on
items during the silent auction.

Rock County Farm Bureau delegates and
alternates (from left): Emily Johnson,
Logan Frei, Bill Barlass, Jacob Bobolz,
Sheila Everhart and Mary Hookham.

Sam and Julie Skemp were the highest
bidders on the centennial past
painting sold during a live auction.

Sauk County Farm Bureau delegates
(from left): Galen Alwin, Craig Sandmire,
Peter Giese, Kat Nissen, Mike Turner, Ken
Nolden and Jamie Haag.

Wisconsin Farm Bureau delegates vote on policy during the resolutions session.

Chuck Ripp, Dane County

Emily Johnson, Rock County

Sam Skemp, Dane County

Scott Timm, Green County

Farm Bureau members voiced their support or opposition of proposed policy resolutions during the delegate session held at the WFBF Annual Meeting.
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YFA Conference
By Emily Johnson, District 2 YFA Representative

I want to start by saying thank you to our
great group of District 2 YFA members who
helped make 2019 a great year, despite the
challenges we faced.
Although the first weekend in December was
one of the best weekends we had all fall, we still
had the largest representation of members at
the YFA Conference with 65 young farmers and
agriculturists.
In the Collegiate Discussion Meet, we were
represented by Alyssa Demrow (UW-Platteville),
Emma Jorgensen (UW-River Falls) and Brooke
Trustem (UW-Madison).
In the YFA Discussion Meet, we were
represented by Julie Sweney (Dodge County),
Rachel Leege (Green County) and Lauren
McCann (Rock County ) with Julie and Rachel
making it to the final four. Rachel Leege won
the contest.
Ben Huber represented Green County and
District 2 in the Excellence in Ag contest and
was selected as the winner of the Excellence in
Ag contest.

Although the first weekend in December was one of the best weekends we had all fall, we still had the largest
representation of members at the YFA Conference with 65 young farmers and agriculturists.

In January, Rachel and Ben attended
and competed on the national level at the
AFBF Annual Convention in Austin, Texas.
Congratulations to the District 2 contestants.
There were opportunities to learn about the
issues facing our industry, how to improve
your business skills and to have a little fun line
dancing, too.
We listened to Paul Long talk about how to

have fun in life, no matter what. And of course,
we celebrated 100 years of Wisconsin Farm
Bureau.
Kelly Oudenhoven is the WFBF YFA
Committee chair, serving on the WFBF Board
of Directors.
I was nominated to be the chair-elect and
will serve on the WFBF Policy Development
Committee for 2020.

Green County Farm Bureau and District 2
were well represented by Ben Huber as a
finalist and the winner of the Excellence
in Ag contest.

Green County Farm Bureau YFA members
Rachel Elsing and Karly Ready enjoyed
the trade show.

Members got to know one another during the District 2 meeting.

Ben Huber gave a presentation sharing
his story and highlighting top ag issues
during his Excellence in Ag presentation.

District 2 was represented in the
Discussion Meet final four by Rachel
Leege (Green County) and Julie Sweney
(Dodge County). The other two Discussion
Meet final four contestants were Kallie
Jo Coates and Jenny Leahy. The winner of
the contest was Rachel Leege.

Dane County Farm Bureau YFA members.

Rock County Farm Bureau YFA members.

Sauk County Farm Bureau YFA members.

Green County Farm Bureau and District 2
were represented by Rachel Leege as the
winner of the Discussion Meet contest.
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Rock County Farm Bureau YFA member,
Logan Frei, was the winner of the 50/50
raffle.

Green County Farm Bureau YFA members.
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WFBF Leadership Institute Graduates
During WFBF Annual Meeting
By Lindsey Hellenbrand, graduate

The WFBF Leadership Institute Class 13 graduated at the awards
ceremony during the WFBF Annual Meeting. This celebration was in
recognition of our year-long journey together. The 11 class members
that completed the program have spent the last year learning and
growing together through a series of five sessions.
Our final assignment was to write a personal leadership development
plan. This plan helped us explore self-awareness and develop our
leadership vision and mission statements. Each of our plans consisted
of five essential elements: my personal purpose, my foundation, my
leadership philosophy, county farm bureau assessment and development
action plan. By completing this plan, we reflected on our own strengths
and weaknesses, what we’ve learned during the past year, and set an
actionable plan.
To conclude our journey, we will spend a week in Washington, D.C.,
the end of March. During our time in D.C., we will put the skills we
learned throughout the program to use by visiting Capitol Hill.
We are looking forward putting our strengthened leadership skills to
work in our counties, in Wisconsin and on a national level. Throughout
our time together, we’ve learned from each other and made connections
and friendships that will be with us for a long time to come.
Applications for the 2021 class are available, I encourage you to apply.
If you have questions, please contact a WFBF Leadership Institute
graduate.

Chris Gerbitz, Rock County, with WFBF
President Jim Holte.

Scott Timm, Green County, with WFBF
President Jim Holte.

By Carmen Montgomery, youth ag summit chair

This year’s District 2 Youth Ag Summit was held on December 4 at the
Arlington Research Station, Public Events Building in Arlington. We had
a great turn out this year with a total of 66 FFA students and 12 advisors.
Students learned about many different and diverse agriculture careers.
We started the day with a panel discussion from our breakout speakers
on advice and skills needed to pursue a future career in agriculture. Then
we broke out into groups. In addition to learning about the feed mixing
operation at the Arlington Research Station, students participated in two
of the three breakout sessions. The breakout session speakers included
Melissa Haag from Lodi Veterinary Care, Brienne Hendrickson from
Filament, and Scott Timm from GC Seeds and Service and Next Gen Ag.
After lunch, students listened to keynote speaker Rochelle Ripp
Schnadt, Senior Marketing Specialist for the UW-Madison Meat Science
and Animal Biologics Discovery.
Thank you to the District 2 County Farm Bureaus for their
contributions to make this event happen. Thank you to the guest speakers
and Michael Bertram at Arlington Research Center and his staff for
hosting our event. In addition, thank you to the group of Farm Bureau
members who served on the committee that helped make this event
possible.

Sixty-six FFA students and 12 advisors
participated in the District 2 Youth Ag
Summit held at the Arlington Research
Station, Public Events Building, on
December 4.

Dr. Melissa Haag, Lodi veterinarian,
shared her experiences and expertise as a
large animal veterinarian.

Scott Timm from GC Seeds and Service
and Next Gen Ag talked to students about
hemp production and building your
network to be successful.

Students received an education
presentation about Arlington Agriculture
Research Station from superintendent
Michael Bertram.

Rochelle Schnadt, senior marketing
specialist for UW-Madison Meat Science
and Animal Biologics Discovery, served as
the keynote speaker.

Brienne Hendrickson from Filament
provided an educational breakout
session about agriculture marketing.

Lindsey Hellenbrand, Dane County, with
WFBF President Jim Holte.

WFBF
Leadership
Institute

The WFBF Leadership Institute class graduation was held on December 8 during
the WFBF awards banquet. District 2 graduates include Lindsey Hellenbrand (Dane
County), Scott Timm (Green County) and Chris Gerbitz (Rock County).
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Youth Ag Summit
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Essay Contest Entries Due April 1
The essay contest topic is, ‘How has Wisconsin
agriculture affected your life today?’
The 2020 book of the year is, “Right This Very
Minute” by Lisl H. Detlefsen.
The book and essay topic will give you, farmers in
District 2, the opportunity to go into classrooms and
share your story about agriculture.
The essay contest is open to fourth and fifth grade
students and are due April 1.
For more information, visit www.wisagclassroom.org.

Dane County
Caleb Karls
N4188 Williams Road
Rio, WI 53960
920.988.1975
calebkarls@gmail.com

Rock County
Sheila Everhart
4618 W. County Road A
Janesville, WI 53548
608.774.1354
Sheilageverhart@gmail.com

Green County
Tess Zettle
W2814 Shanghei Road
Juda, WI 53550
608.214.8207
tesszettle92@gmail.com

Sauk County
Nancy Liegel
E11197 Sauk Prairie Road
Prairie du Sac, WI 53578
608.963.2511
gliegel52@gmail.com

Member Represents WFBF in AFBF Discussion Meet
By Rachel Leege, WFBF Discussion Meet winner

In January, I had the honor of representing
Wisconsin Farm Bureau at the AFBF Discussion
Meet Contest in Austin, Texas.
Young farmers from 38 states came together
to discuss issues in agriculture and develop
potential solutions.
American Farm Bureau provided the list of
five possible discussion topics for us to become
familiar with. Before each round began, the
topic was randomly selected and announced to
the competitors, judges and audience.
The two topics I addressed in my discussions
centered around cell-based products coming to
market and filling labor shortages without clear
immigration reform coming from Congress.
Interestingly enough, agriculture is what
united the 38 participants in the Discussion
Meet; however, the diverse agricultural
backgrounds we each brought to the table are
what made the conversations engaging. We
joined together around the table with the goal
of making a living while feeding the world, but
our roles within that mission could not have

Dane County

been more different.
The young woman from Arkansas shared how
her state has implemented policy to ban cellbased products from using the terms meat and
steak in marketing. That policy is already being
challenged in court, even though there are not
any cell-based products on the market yet.
A young man from South Carolina shared
the struggles his family has faced trying to
hire help on their tobacco farm. Strict rules,
increasing costs and extreme uncertainty of the
H2A program have limited the expansion and
profitability of their operation.
There was definitely tough competition in
each round of discussion, but the discussions
themselves did not feel like a contest. Each
round provided the chance to listen, ask
genuine questions and learn from peers from
across the country. Hearing the perspectives of
those from other areas of agriculture gave me a
new understanding of the reach of these issues.
I learned more than I ever would have expected
through preparing and participating in the
contest, and I walked away with more questions
to investigate.

Rachel Leege (right) competed at the AFBF Young
Farmers and Ranchers Discussion Meet.

The 2020 contest is over, but that doesn’t
mean the discussions are over. As we look at
the coming year, we have the opportunity to
continue these conversations in our social circles
and county Farm Bureau meetings.
I challenge you to embrace the diversity
you see in agriculture, even within your
neighborhoods, to help generate creative
solutions. Don’t be afraid to ask questions.
Why? Why not? How?
Stepping outside of our comfort zones will
help us network, innovate, and even start the
grassroots process of drafting new policy in
agriculture.

wfbf.com/about/counties/dane
DaneCountyFarmBureau

Winter Meeting Success
By Jeremy Skemp, meetings co-chair

The winter meeting, held on February 11 at Rex’s Innkeeper in Waunakee, was attended by more
than 40 members. Members in attendance listened to two outstanding speakers and also were served
an excellent lunch. This year was no exception to the fact that this is one of the many benefits of
being a member of Dane County Farm Bureau.
Karen Gefvert, WFBF Executive Director of Governmental Relations, spoke on the topic of
the most recent trade deals and what impacts they will have on our members. Additionally, Pete
Platten, a field team representative with Growth Energy, spoke on the topic of how ethanol is
helping achieve energy independence, improve economic well-being and in turn creating a healthier
environment for Americans. Growth Energy is the leading biofuel trade association in the country.
Thank you to those who attended and helped with the winter meeting. We look forward to
seeing you next year.
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Karen Gefvert, WFBF Executive Director of Governmental
Relations, spoke on the topic of the most recent trade
deals and what impacts they will have on our members.
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wfbf.com/about/counties/dane
DaneCountyFarmBureau

More Than 500 Enjoy Milk and Cookies With Santa
By Kadence Walsh, ag promotions co-chair

Dane County Farm Bureau hosted their second annual Milk and Cookies with
Santa event at Sassy Cow Creamery on December 14.
It was a wonderful opportunity to bring joy to more than 500 attendees in the
Dane County area just before the holiday season.
As families entered the Sassy Cow store, they were greeted by an adorable baby
calf that they were able to pet and take pictures with. The event also featured Sassy
Cow milk paired with an assortment of delicious cookies, cheese samples, an arts
and crafts table for the kids to decorate popsicle-stick picture frames or Christmas
trees and of course our special guest, Santa.
Santa had a busy day visiting with each child who came by. We want to thank
him for his work and spreading holiday cheer.
We also want to thank Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin, Wisconsin Beef Council and
Wisconsin Pork Association for their contributions to our goodie bags filled with
coloring books, pencils and other items promoting agriculture that each child could
take home.
We are grateful to Sassy Cow Creamery for allowing our event to be held at their
location for the second year in a row and for the efforts in helping everything run
smoothly.
Lastly, we want to thank our wonderful volunteers and those who helped spread
the word.

Dane County Farm Bureau Offers
Student Scholarships
Are you a Dane County Farm Bureau
member currently attending college and
looking for a $1,000 scholarship opportunity
to help with your fall courses?
Please review application criteria and deadline date below:
1. Applicants or their parent(s)/guardians(s) must be a
member of Dane County Farm Bureau.
2. Applicants must have completed one year of advanced
education after high school before they apply. High school
seniors are not eligible.
3. Preference will be given to applicants enrolled in an
agriculture program.
4. Applications must be completed in full and submitted by
July 1. Incomplete or applications submitted after July 1,
may be disqualified. Scholarship presentations will take
place at the Dane County Farm Bureau annual meeting on
September 10.
5. Applicants will need to submit proof of fall registration
with this scholarship application.
6. Previous scholarship recipients cannot apply again for the
scholarship.
7. Judges will use the following criteria for evaluation:
Academics 50 percent; activities and awards 30 percent;
and need 20 percent.
8. $1,000 scholarship.
Please return completed form by July 1 to:
Nicole Hibbard
W3249 Blazer Road, Apartment A
Belleville, WI 53508
Email: hibbardnm@gmail.com
For the Dane County Farm Bureau scholarship application
and more information, please visit
wfbf.com/about/counties/dane.

Santa asked children, young and old, what
they wanted for Christmas.

Attendees enjoyed crafts during Milk and
Cookies with Santa.

Celebrate the Holiday Season
By Jeremy Skemp, meetings co-chair

More than 500 attendees enjoy milk and
cookies with Santa on Saturday, December 14
at Sassy Cow Creamery.
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Petting a calf was another highlight of the day.

On December 12, members
of the Dane County Farm
Bureau board and Dane
County Rural Mutual Insurance
Company agents took time
away from their schedules to
celebrate the holiday season at
the 1855 Saloon and Grill in
Cottage Grove.
In addition to a wonderful
meal, white elephant gifts were
exchanged and food donations
were collected for the Badger
Prairie Area Needs Network.
Thank you to those who
attended this event and donated
to a wonderful cause.

Sixty-eight pounds of food
was collected during the Dane
County Farm Bureau holiday
social. Board director, Mike
Duerst, delivered the
donation to Badger Prairie Area
Needs Network.
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Green County

wfbf.com/about/counties/green
GreenCountyFarmBureau

A Message from the President … Why YFA?
Ben Huber

Green County Farm Bureau
president

In 2007, my wife
Stephanie and I
moved to Wisconsin
and didn’t really know
anyone.
As transplants from Illinois we didn’t really
know anyone locally and we were searching for a
way to meet more people our age.
I had several farmers I worked with point me
toward Farm Bureau. Growing up we weren’t
involved in much outside the farm but joining
WFBF has been one of the best decisions of my
life.
I have had many conversations with new
and prospective Farm Bureau members asking,

“What will being involved in Farm Bureau do
for me?”
Like anything, you generally get a return
based on what effort you put in.
Joining the YFA program and competing
in the Excellence in Ag competition certainly
required effort.
We all have busy lives, but I can personally
attest to the value of putting in that time. The
people we have met along our journey, the
travel opportunities afforded to us through
competition and the personal and professional
development opportunities are why getting
involved in WFBF and the YFA program are so
beneficial.
The YFA group in Wisconsin is a great way to
jump start your involvement in Wisconsin Farm
Bureau.

Ben Huber represented Green County Farm Bureau,
District 2 and Wisconsin at the AFBF Annual Convention
as Wisconsin’s Excellence in Ag contest winner.
Congratulations Ben.

The opportunities to network with likeminded farmers and agriculturists from across
the nation are second to none.
If you’re searching to find your place in the
community or within Wisconsin Farm Bureau,
look no further than your local YFA program.

YFA Success: Pumpkin Carving and Bowling Night
By Erin Marchant, YFA chair

On October 29, 2019, Green County Farm
Bureau hosted a pumpkin carving night. The
event was open to the public and was hosted at
Farm Bureau member Scott Timm’s shop south
of Monroe.
Thirty Farm Bureau members and guests

enjoyed painting and carving pumpkins, while
enjoying snacks and refreshments. Attendees
also learned about the hemp crop that was hung
to dry in the shop. By the end of the night,
more than 20 carved pumpkins were on display.
Thank you to Brad Paulson of Brodhead for
donating the pumpkins, Scott Timm for hosting
the event and the members of Green County

Farm Bureau for organizing the event.
On January 9, Green County Farm Bureau's
YFA members hosted a bowling night at Leisure
Lanes in Monroe.
Sixteen people attended the event. While
bowling, attendees networked and enjoyed pizza
provided by the county. It was a great turn out.
Thank you to those who attended.

Green County Farm Bureau board members worked hard carving their pumpkins.

Kids who attended the pumpkin carving night snapped a photo with the pumpkins.
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Attendees took a break from bowling to snap a quick photo during YFA bowling night.
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wfbf.com/about/counties/green
GreenCountyFarmBureau

Policy Development Meeting Set

Holiday Social Curling Adventure

Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Blackhawk Technical College, Monroe
Members are invited to attend the
annual policy development meeting.
The time will be used to discuss
issues affecting our farm businesses
and rural communities.
The intent of the meeting is to
form or change Farm Bureau policy to
best reflect our needs and values.
Wisconsin and American Farm
Bureau lobbyists use these policy
directives when working with legislators.
Join and share in this important role of Farm Bureau.

Rock County

Members survived curling during the board holiday social in January front row (from left):
Dustin Williams, Tess Zettle, Alissa Grenawalt, Paige Dilley, Erin Marchant and Kade Mullett;
back row (from left): Ben Huber, Dudley Timm, Scott Timm, Joe Huber and Amy Silver.

wfbf.com/about/counties/rock
RockCountyFarmBureau

A Message From the President ...
Jill Uhe
Rock County Farm Bureau
president

In life we make
a lot of excuses for
why we can’t do
something. Too busy,
not enough money,
we don’t have anyone
we trust to run the farm, and the list goes on.
The days leading up to the AFBF Annual
Convention, I found myself wishing I had
made one of those excuses. Although I had
planned for weeks to make sure everything was
ready to go, I was still plagued by the craziness
that ensues when you are away for a few days.
As I sit here in the airport preparing to fly
back to the winter wonderland in Wisconsin, I
am reflecting on what I gained during the past
four days and am grateful I didn’t make one of
those excuses.
We all know why we became a Farm Bureau
member and the reason is probably different for
most of us. As time goes on, I am sure many
of you have questioned if it is worth renewing
your membership. While in Texas for the AFBF
Annual Convention, I was reminded WHY I
remain a Farm Bureau member.
Much like our own members experienced
a couple years ago, there are a lot of eminent
domain issues within Texas. The city of Austin
for example is growing by 150 people per day.
They need land and are going to any length
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they need to get it, not to mention the water
issues that go along with large growing cities.
Unlike Wisconsin, you don’t find a lot of
corn fields and dairy farms in Texas. There are
a lot of cattle ranches and they even diversify
with crops like olives. Although the percentage
of olive ranches is small, learning about how
olives are grown, harvested and processed
into olive oil was one of the most fascinating
learning experiences I had while there.
If you haven’t yet, check out Rock County
Farm Bureau’s Facebook page to see more Texas
agriculture.
Lastly, one of my favorite parts of getting
away from home is meeting new people,
especially when those people are farmers.
Despite being separated by state lines,
we each share a passion for agriculture.
Sharing ideas, learning from one another, and
understanding the struggles we have endured
creates a bond only those in agriculture
understand.
In closing, I encourage you to stop making
excuses. It is easy to get caught up in our own
world like a hamster running on its wheel.
Don’t lose sight of what is important to you
and your farm.
Step away from time to time, rejuvenate
yourself and keep learning.

A Time For Cranberries

Students enjoyed a taste of cranberries during the Ag
in the Classroom cranberry lesson.

Rock County Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom chair,
Sheila Everhart, enjoyed teaching students about
agriculture topics including cranberries.
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A Message From the President ...
Mike Turner

By Nancy Liegel, chair

Sauk County Farm Bureau president

This year for our farmer grows a
rainbow presentation, we had pails of
different colors representing the food
groups We had lids with pictures of
different foods. The kids had to put the
lid in the correct food group pail.
For the second-grade classrooms that
I teach, I made it into a contest. At the
end, the classroom with the highest
Students learned how farmers grow a rainbow with
percentage correct would get a treat.
hands-on activities.
The winner was the
Merrimac Community
Charter School from
the Sauk Prairie School
District with teachers
Jenna McCann and
Jaime Christianson, a
combined class of 38
students.
We also played Food
Group Bingo, which
was a hit. String cheese
and fruit were the
prizes.
Thanks to the
second-grade teachers.
Mrs. Liz Markleys class from Tower Rock School in Sauk Prairie School
It is rewarding to
District surprised me with a gift of a book. They made a book titled “Our
teach the second
ABC Farm Book.” For each letter of the alphabet they included a picture of
grade students about
something agriculture-related starting with that letter of the alphabet.
For example, C is for cows, cats and crops.
agriculture.

Hello, Sauk County Farm
Bureau members.
This report is going to be a
little different from my past
reports.
As I sit here watching the
Super Bowl on TV, thoughts have
not come easy. As I was putting thoughts together on
Friday, I got news that no one ever wants to hear.
A friend from Dane who is the same age as me, passed
away that morning by suicide. I have known him since
high school.
This leads me to scratching what I had come up with
to cover this subject. What is really disappointing to me
is that this young man got to the point of thinking that
there was no hope.
The stigma of not talking about this needs to end as it
is starting to happen all too often nowadays. I know times
are tough for all of us. I have been told by many people
that the eighties were easy compared to the last few years.
The feeling of hopelessness is not just related to income
on the farm. If you are having feelings of hopelessness in
life or other depressing feelings, it is ok to reach out for
help.
Like the title of Jeff Ditzenberger’s presentation, “It’s
OK to not be OK,” it’s ok to reach out for help.
Brenda Statz and Randy Roecker have started a great
program in Loganville. To find out more about this
program, ‘like’ and follow Farmer Angel Network on
Facebook.
For 24 Hour/Day Resources
• Text “HOPELINE” to 741741
• S olstice House at 608.244.5077
•N
 W Connections Crisis at 888.552.6642
•N
 ational Suicide Hotline at 800.273.8255
Limited Hour Resources
•F
 arm Aid Hotline at 800.327.6243 (9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Eastern time, Monday-Friday)
• Wisconsin Farm Center at 800.942.2474 (7:45 a.m.4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday; free vouchers for counseling.)
Please reach out if you feel the need of a friendly voice
to talk to. Jeff Ditzenberger is on Facebook and is willing
to talk to anyone who reaches out. Remember you are not
alone and there is always a friendly voice available to talk
to. We will be having more talks about this at the county
level and encouraging the state to step up.
The State-of-the-State Address had some very
encouraging items in it that we will be looking further
into and making recommendations to Wisconsin Farm
Bureau.
In closing, we are all in this together and if you feel
the need, please reach out. There is always someone who
cares.
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Scholarship Applications Are Due April 1
The Sauk County Farm Bureau scholarship application is available as an editable
PDF at wfbf.com/about/counties/sauk or by email request to Karen Reisinger at
kjreisinger@yahoo.com.
Scholarship Qualifications
1. Applicant must be a Sauk County resident or attend a
school in Sauk County.
2. Applicant must be one of the following: 1. A high school
senior pursuing a post-secondary institution in the fall, or
2. A post-secondary institution student.
3. Applicant must submit a letter of recommendation with the application.
4. Selected recipients must submit his or her fall semester transcript of grades, following
selection, in order to receive scholarship money.
5. Preference will be given to those applicants pursuing an agriculture-related field.
6. Preference will be given to those families with a Sauk County Farm Bureau
membership.
7. Application deadline is April 1. Recipients will be notified by June 1. Scholarship
money will be mailed to recipient after submitting his or her fall semester transcript
to Sauk County Farm Bureau, as early as January the following year.
8. Up to $500 scholarship.
Scholarship Applications must be submitted or postmarked by April 1 to: Karen
Reisinger, E8613 County Road B, Sauk City, WI 53583-9303 or email your application
to Karen Reisinger at kjreisinger@yahoo.com.

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus

Sauk County

wfbf.com/about/counties/sauk
SaukCountyFarmBureau

Meet: Kat Nissen, Promotion and Education Chair
Kat grew up on her family’s dairy farm in Escalon, California, where she is still
involved in breeding and management decisions today.
Throughout her high school and college career, she was involved in agriculture
programs and served as an advocate for the dairy community. In high school, she
was actively involved in FFA as a chapter officer, competing in public speaking
competitions and showing dairy cattle.
In college, she was part of the Ag Ambassadors club and served as the public
relations officer and president. Her senior year she was selected as the Ag Studies
Student of the Year and graduated with honors with a bachelor’s degree in
agricultural studies.
Kat continually wants to grow and be a leader in her community and was part
of the California Dairy Leaders and the Holstein Foundation Young Dairy Leaders
(YDLI) programs.
In 2015, a career in the A.I. industry brought Kat to Sauk County. Currently,
she is the technical services manager for CRV USA and works with dairy farmers
across the country.
Kat became a member of Sauk County Farm Bureau soon after moving to the
area and has served on the board of directors as the YFA chair.
She is taking on a new role as the promotion and education chair and is looking
forward to continuing to advocate for agriculture.
Kat and her fiancé, Brady Peper, live in Rock Springs on their farm where they
raise beef cattle and crops.
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Rewarding Wisconsin Farmers

Our financial success allows us to reward our farm policyholders for their loyalty
to Rural Mutual and commitment to Wisconsin agriculture.
To learn how to qualify for up to 5% back, contact your local agent or visit RuralMutual.com/farmdividend

