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Hold Onto Your Hats!
Joe Bragger
WFBF District 4 Director

This is not a reference to the winds that blow
during the changing weather battle between
winter cold and spring warmth, rather the
political winds that are blowing.
This year is an election year so, to be fair, after
five years of difficult times in dairy and a rough
time in most of agriculture, people are starting
to take notice. Now, companies are starting
to struggle, and communities are starting to wonder what they will do
without the money farmers bring to our local economies.
The trade wars are getting worked out. There have been no less than
five trade agreements settled including U.S.-China, USMCA, U.S.-Japan,
U.S.-European Beef Agreement, U.S.-South Korea Rice Agreement and
others. The passage of these trade agreements is certainly welcomed, and
the President has delivered on his campaign promises. Together, we have
fought a tough battle of attrition and we have prevailed.
We also must recognize bipartisan support of the final trade deals with
Congressman Ron Kind representing our district once again stepping up
to support trade. Both Senators Ron Johnson and Tammy Baldwin also
joined in supporting USMCA.
Now, to be fair, the President’s claim that farmer income being up 50
percent is irresponsible and the comments of farmers needing to buy new
tractors and get more land is upsetting when we watch prices start to
erode immediately following the passage of all these trade deals. Now, it’s
Coronavirus? Perhaps it’s time I get a slice of lime and open a bottle.
At the state level, Governor Tony Evers set the stage for agriculture
policy during his State-of-the-State address when he spent more than half
of his address talking about the importance of agriculture to the state’s
economy.
Certainly, he spoke of dairy while expressing the importance of the
diversity of agriculture that exists in Wisconsin. He brought forth a set of
bold initiatives to help agriculture move forward.
Quickly, the legislature, not to be outdone, brought out a ‘bolder’
initiative to help farmers. We have several great things in the works –
increases to Farmland Preservation, tax refunds on agriculture buildings,
Extension positions, money for dairy export initiatives, small processor
grants – all of which could be huge for Wisconsin farmers.
Now, let me tell you about the Speakers Task Force on Water Quality
and the bills stemming from those recommendations. All together there
are more than 30 bills in play at the time of this being written, many have
merit and many will pass, if we all work together to express and support
what agriculture needs.
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If we sit on the sidelines, all of this will be nothing more than political
posturing and pontificating and all will be for naught. What we really
need is for the posturing to stop and our legislators work for their citizens
by compromising and allowing a victory for everyone.
Please speak up and demand cooperation.
Spring will be around the corner soon; the snow will melt and the grass
green up. The winds will settle down and we will go to work doing what
we do best, taking care of our livestock, fields and crops and all of our
wonderful natural resources. We know at the end of the day our calling is
a noble and just cause providing food, fuel and fiber for the world. Stay
safe and warm till we visit again and thank you for all you do.
As always, “enough is too much.”
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District 4 News
An WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference to Remember
More than 60 members from across District
4 traveled to Wisconsin Dells for the WFBF
Annual Meeting and YFA Conference on
December 6-9.
Beginning on December 6, 20 Young Farmers
and Agriculturists (YFA) members attended
the YFA Conference. Members were treated to
a Farm Bureau birthday party, celebrating 100
years of Wisconsin Farm Bureau.
During the District YFA meeting, members
were introduced to one another and participated
in activities to get them acquainted with other
attendees and the conference. The evening
concluded with a high-energy evening at the
Tom Foolerys Adventure Park.
On December 7, District 4 was represented
by Allison Bragger, Andrea Rippley and Kyle
Danzinger, all from Buffalo County, in the
Discussion Meet. Throughout the day, members
watched the contest as well as participated in
co-current workshops on agriculture topics and
issues.
WFBF Annual Meeting participants and
delegates arrived for WFBF’s centennial
celebration. The afternoon began with the Farm
Bureau Proud Club luncheon. Joe Bragger,
Buffalo County, and Savannah Brown, Jackson
County, achieved Farm Bureau Proud Club
status in 2019. They each recruited five or more
new members, earning a coveted seat at the
luncheon.
Later that evening, members listened to two
panel discussions hosted by Max Armstrong as
they celebrated WFBF’s centennial. The panels
featured past presidents of the organizations as
well as a legislative panel highlighting Wisconsin
Farm Bureau’s accomplishments from the past
100 years.
December 8 brought the conclusion of
the YFA Conference, with the Discussion
Meet finals as well as brunch speaker Scott
VanderWal, Vice President of the American
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Farm Bureau Federation.
Ben Huber from Green County was selected
for the Excellence in Ag award and Travis and
Krista Klinkner from Vernon County received
the Achievement Award. Meikah Dado from
UW-Madison Collegiate Farm Bureau was
selected as the Collegiate Discussion Meet
winner and Rachel Leege from Green County
was selected as the YFA Discussion Meet
winner.
The remainder of the day featured workshops
that focused on water quality, mental health,
dairy revenue protection, hemp and a
presentation by Ag in the Classroom Book of
the Year author, Lisl Detlefesen.
The awards banquet was held Sunday
evening. Craig Culver was presented the
Distinguished Service to Wisconsin Agriculture
awards for his outstanding, long-term
contributions to Wisconsin’s agricultural
industry. Robert and Karen Schwandt, of Dodge
County, received the Distinguished Service to
Farm Bureau award, the highest award WFBF
bestows upon its members. Eau Claire County
members Brenda Dowiasch and Dawn Gibson
also were recognized as graduates of the WFBF

Leadership Institute.
Before concluding the WFBF Annual
Meeting, nearly 250 delegates established new
policy directives for the organization during
the policy development session. Resolutions
were submitted as a part of the grassroots policy
development process.
Among the policies was the support of
research and development of a dairy growth
management and other systems that provide
increased dairy-industry stability and producer
profitability.
Following the conclusion of the WFBF
Annual Meeting, District 4 Director Joe Bragger
was elected by the Board of Directors to serve
as the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation
President. He succeeds Jim Holte who served
as WFBF President since 2012. District
4 Promotion and Education Chair Darby
Sampson also was appointed as the WFBF
Promotion and Education Committee Chair
and will serve a one-year term on the WFBF
Board of Directors.
Congratulations and thank you for attending
the 2019 WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA
Conference.
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Ag Day at the Capitol Brings Farmers to Madison
On February 4, more than 330 farmers and agriculturists gathered at the Monona
Terrace Community and Convention Center in Madison for Ag Day at the Capitol.
Ag Day at the Capitol is an annual event for Wisconsin farmers and agriculturists
to learn more about state issues affecting agriculture and meet with their state
legislators.
Attendees started the day by listening to issue briefings on wildlife damage claims,
food labeling and a host of other bills including farmer commercial driver’s license
exemptions and farmland preservation tax credit.
At 1 p.m., Governor Tony Evers served as the event’s keynote speaker. The
Governor shared his focus on water quality in the state and why he declared 2019 the
year of clean drinking water.
“Obviously it’s going to take more than one year to deal with (clean water),” said
Gov. Evers. “I have the utmost faith in the farm community. They are the original
stewards of the land, after Native Americans, and there is no reason we can’t work
together to make clean water a priority.”
Gov. Evers also emphasized his three-pronged approach to help rural Wisconsin.
Evers said, “I just want to work together and have some good conversations and do
what’s right for rural Wisconsin.”
He asked farmers and agriculturists to stay engaged and be part of the solution.
“We appreciate Governor Evers taking the time to attend Ag Day at the Capitol
this year,” said WFBF President Joe Bragger. “Our farmers and agriculturists want to
know that their rural communities are a priority.”
Following the Governor’s speech, the afternoon session was a legislative panel on
water quality. The panel was moderated by Dennis Frame, co-founder of Discovery
Farms, and was comprised of Senators Howard Marklein and Patrick Testin and
Representatives Todd Novak, Travis Tranel, Tony Kurtz and Katrina Shankland.
The panel discussed:
• Agriculture’s role in developing solutions for cleaner water throughout Wisconsin.
• Ways in which water quality can be positively impacted without new regulations.
• How the legislature will support Wisconsin farmers and local communities to
identify solutions for cleaner water.
“It was appropriate to focus on water during our afternoon program,” said Bragger.
“With this topic at the forefront of many discussions throughout the state, farmers
and agriculturists need to hear about the latest updates on legislation and how they
can be part of the conversation.”
The legislators featured on the panel are from the Speaker’s Task Force on Water
Quality and who represent the Central Sands and southwest Wisconsin areas who
are engaged in water legislation and talked in-depth about water issues facing rural
Wisconsin.
At the Capitol, at the same time as the water panel, Wisconsin state Assembly
Speaker Robin Vos and other Assembly leadership held a press conference to
emphasize their plans to help Wisconsin farmers. Through a combination of existing
legislation and new proposals there is an opportunity to put together a comprehensive
package to help farmers during these stressful economic times.
“The news that the assembly leadership is putting a large focus on agriculture is
welcomed news,” Bragger said. “Wisconsin agriculture is open to all ideas on how we
can keep this state’s rural economy afloat. How exciting is this to have the attention
on the agriculture community? Thank you to Speaker Vos and the Wisconsin
Assembly leaders for their work.”
The afternoon’s program wrapped up with attendees hearing about water-specific
bills and then walked to the Capitol to meet with their legislators from their
respective areas.
Rural Mutual Insurance Company and GROWMARK, Inc., were major sponsors
of the event. Co-sponsors of the event, with Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation,
included the Dairy Business Association, Professional Dairy Producers of Wisconsin,
Wisconsin Cattlemen’s Association, Wisconsin Corn Growers Association, Wisconsin
Hemp Alliance, Wisconsin Horse Council, Wisconsin Pork Association, Wisconsin
Potato and Vegetable Growers Association, Wisconsin Soybean Association and the
Wisconsin State Cranberry Growers Association.
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District 4 Young Farmers and Agriculturist Members Travel to Illinois
Seventeen members from District 4
participated in the District 4 Plows ‘n Cows
bus tour on January 24. The group departed
from Wisconsin in the early morning hours and
traveled to Grand Detour, Illinois, to visit the
John Deere Historic Site.
The John Deere Historic Site is where John
Deere first created the steel plow. YFA members
saw the excavated site where John Deere’s
original workshop was located as well as watch
a blacksmith demonstration in a replica of his
original shop.
The original John Deere family home also is
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located on the site, and members were caught a
glimpse of pioneer life in 1836.
From Illinois, members traveled to
Monticello, home to Voegeli Farms, Inc. Voegeli
Farms was homesteaded in 1854 and is home
of the country’s oldest Brown Swiss dairy cattle
herd. Voegeli’s have had four World Dairy
Expo Champions, more than 195 All-American
Nominations, 43 All-Americans, 44 Reserve AllAmericans and 32 honorable mentions.
The 220-cow herd produces milk that is made
into cheese and is the exclusive milk for Yodelay
Yogurt. After touring the farm, members tasted

the yogurt before heading to their final stop.
Finally, the tour stopped at New Glarus
Brewing Company. Located in the hills of
New Glarus, the brewing company is home to
world-class, handcrafted beers sold exclusively
in Wisconsin. Members participated in a selfguided tour and tasting before embarking home.
A special thank you to the YFA committees
in Buffalo, Eau Claire, Jackson, Monroe and
Trempealeau counties, Rural Mutual Insurance
agent Emily Kaltenberg and Kwik Trip of Black
River Falls for sponsoring the District 4 YFA
Bus Tour.
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More District 4 YFA Bus Tour photos

6

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus

Buffalo County

wfbf.com/about/counties/buffalo
BuffaloCountyFarmBureau

Dittrich Selected as County Farm Bureau Scholarship Recipient
At the Buffalo County Farm Bureau annual
meeting this past October, Korlen Dittrich
was recognized as the recipient of a $500
scholarship. Korlen is enrolled at Minnesota
State College Southeast in Winona. Following
college, his plan is to return and work on the
family farm.
Each year the Buffalo County Farm Bureau
provides an opportunity for a graduating senior
who has plans to attend a post-secondary college
or university in an agriculture or agriculture
related field of study. Scholarship applications
for graduating seniors are due on April 3.
Check with your high school counselor or
look for scholarship application information on
the Buffalo County Farm Bureau web page or
Facebook page.

The scholarship program is one of many
programs that Buffalo County Farm Bureau
sponsors. We also support the Calf-Grant
Program, contribute to the registration fees for
students to attend the FFA Farm Forum and
contribute to the Buffalo County Conservation
Internship Program. These programs are funded
through county membership dues. Membership
dues is the single largest source of revenue for
the County Farm Bureau. Another fundraiser
for the Buffalo County Farm Bureau is the
milkshake stand at the Buffalo County Fair and
Arcadia Broiler Fest Days.
If you are interested in becoming a
member of the Buffalo County Farm Bureau,
membership information is on the Buffalo
County Farm Bureau web page at

Board of Directors Gather for Annual Christmas Party
The Buffalo County Farm Bureau board of directors, along with their spouses,
gathered for the annual Christmas Party at Buzz’s in Mondovi on December 12.
The group enjoyed dinner before participating in a white elephant gift exchange.
The board wants to thank directors Derek Leiffring and Jan Schaffner for helping to
organize a fun-filled evening.
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wfbf.com/about/counties/buffalo or visit the
Buffalo County Farm Bureau Facebook page.
Membership dues help fund and support the
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation. A portion
of the membership dues paid by each member
are returned to their county of residence to fund
county Farm Bureau activities.

Apply for the Calf Grant
By Taliah Danzinger, Buffalo County Farm Bureau director

Buffalo County Farm Bureau is proud to offer our
dairy calf grant. The grant is open to Buffalo and Pepin
County 4-H and FFA members between the ages of 11
and 16. The grant offers $300 towards the purchase of a
dairy heifer calf for the member to show.
Applications are due March 20. This program
is intended to help youth purchase a high quality,
pedigreed animal to be the foundation of their show
string or future herd.
For complete grant information and an
application form, please contact Taliah Danzinger at
taliahdanzinger@gmail.com or 608.332.3889.
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Creating Masterpieces With Young Farmers and Agriculturists
By Heather Erdman, Eau Claire County YFA Chair

The Eau Claire County YFA hosted a DIY
Workshop at Board & Brush in Eau Claire on
February 8.
There were 19 Farm Bureau members who
attended two workshops. Eau Claire County
Farm Bureau served cheese, sausage and crackers
and purchased drinks from Board & Brush.
Board & Brush is owned by local Farm
Bureau members Danielle and Jeremiah Strauss.
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Their goal is to turn you into a DIY master by
teaching you to appreciate the natural beauty of
raw materials.
Walking you step-by-step throughout the
process, you do not need to be super crafty to
enjoy the workshops.
They teach distressing, sanding and staining
methods along with other steps for painting,
guiding you through your own personal sign.
With more than 300 projects to choose from,
many stain choices and tons of colors to choose,

there really is something for everyone.
It was such a fun experience coming together
with other Farm Bureau members creating not
only memories, but beautiful signs to take home
as well.
If you want more information on Board &
Brush, visit https://boardandbrush.com to find
a Board & Brush location near you or find them
on Facebook.
We look forward to hosting another
successful YFA event this summer or fall.
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Jackson County and Trempealeau County Welcome Rippley to UW-Extension
My name is Andrea Rippley and I am the Jackson and Trempealeau
County 4-H program coordinator. Previously, I was the Price and Oneida
County 4-H program coordinator. I am excited to be working on the
western side of the state where I grew up. I am a second generation 4-H
member and have enjoyed everything there is about the program. I was
involved in everything the Buffalo County program offered so I am
excited to bring these experiences to Trempealeau and Jackson counties.
I graduated from Arcadia High School and was an active FFA member.
I attended UW-Platteville and earned a bachelor’s degree in agriculture
education, non-teaching. I have three registered Nubian does at my
parents and in my spare time I like to show at American Dairy Goat

Association (ADGA) shows. I am also an avid
knitter.
I have been at Farm Bureau events for
longer than I can remember. As a baby, I
attended YFA events and now as an adult,
I enjoy attending those same events. I have
competed in Discussion Meet the past two
years and I hope to get more involved since
I am back in the area. I am excited to be in
western Wisconsin again and I look forward to
a summer full of 4-H programing.

Nominations Open for Jackson County’s Outstanding Farm Family of the Year Award
Sponsored by the Black River Falls FFA Alumni and Jackson County Farm Bureau
The Jackson County Outstanding Farm Family of the Year award was developed to
provide recognition of hardworking farm families of rural Jackson County. The award
honors farm families who have left a lasting remark on the agriculture industry and
communities of Jackson County. To select the families, nominations are solicited by the
public and evaluated by a selection committee.
Please submit answers to the following questions to nominate a deserving farm family
that has exhibited an excellence in farming, community involvement, volunteerism to
their community and tackling the daily hardships of the farming lifestyle. This may be
someone that you know or even yourself.
Nominated family: Town:
1. Please briefly describe their farming operation.
2. Please briefly describe their activities within the community (may be both agriculture
and non-agriculture related.)
3. Why is this family deserving of being named Jackson County’s Outstanding Farm
Family of the Year?
An award presentation will take place on the Wednesday evening of the Jackson
County Fair. Please submit nominations by July 1 to: Leonard Olson, N6102 Marts
Road, Black River Falls, WI 54615.

Monroe County

Dan Peterson of Black River Falls accepts the 2019 Outstanding Farm
Family of the Year award during the 2019 Jackson County Fair.
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Extension Agent Named ‘Friend of Cattlemen’
Since 1998, Bill Halfman, UW-Extension Educator in Monroe County,
has been dedicated to the cattle industry. Recently, he was named the
Wisconsin Cattlemen’s ‘Friend’ award winner.
In the presentation, cattle producers like Adam Hady pointed out the
hats that Halfman wears through extension. He has been a leader in forming
the Extension Beef Team as well as developing the annual ‘Cattle Feeders’
meetings each winter.
In his years of service, Bill has been instrumental in developing decisionbased spreadsheets for beef producers; conducting field research in areas like
yardage of Wisconsin Feedlot and currently focused on beef on dairy crosses.
Halfman also maintains the Wisconsin Beef Information Center website as a
resource for beef producers.
Halfman also helps support his fellow extension staff members through
the Beef Quality Assurance program, and beef programming that connects
those extension personnel to resources they might otherwise miss.
Halfman, a Bloomer native, earned a master’s degree in agronomy.
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Monroe County Farm Bureau sponsors FFA Farm Forum Attendees
Monroe County Farm Bureau was pleased to
again sponsor county FFA members to attend
the FFA Farm Forum Conference on February
21-22 in Wisconsin Rapids. The conference,
hosted by the Wisconsin Farm Bureau
Federation, is targeted for high school juniors

interested in careers in agriculture.
Marissa Moser, Annie Watemath, Joe Zellmer
and Nicholas Waltemath of the Tomah FFA
Chapter, advised by Nelda Bailey, and Emma
Schlesner, Ingrid Algulin, Izzi Mason and
Megan Culpitt of the Cashton FFA Chapter,

advised by Kori Blank, attended the two-day
conference.
The conference offered the opportunity to
learn about agricultural-based career paths, hear
from speakers and network with other students
from around Wisconsin.

Cashton FFA Chapter.

Tomah FFA Chapter.

Monroe County Coloring Contest
Age Groups:
3&4
5&6
7&8
A prize is given to a
winner in each
age group.
Must be a resident of
Monroe County.
Mail entries by April 1 to:

Peggy Wright Name: 				Age:
605 W. Wisconsin Street
Sparta, WI 54656 Address:
Phone:
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A Seat at the Table
By Shane Goplin, Trempealeau County Farm Bureau president

For farmers across this land, there is no doubt
that 2019 will go down as a memorable year.
As I spoke with one producer, he said he took
every 2019 calendar he had and burned it. The
challenges last year presented right from the start
seemed to be overwhelming at times. But here
we are: A new year, a new decade and a new
beginning.
This past year I heard a saying a few times
that I always come back to, “Without a seat at the table, you are on the
menu.” I always come back to that because I believe that Farm Bureau
members truly do have a seat at the table. This saying is stronger than ever
when our very own District 4 Director Joe Bragger was elected as our new
Wisconsin Farm Bureau President. I have said many times that there isn’t
anyone else I would rather have as my leader than Joe.
Earlier this year, President Trump signed phase one of the Chinese
Trade Deal. As many of us watched the signing on national TV, we saw
Joe Bragger sitting in the East Wing of the White House, watching this
much anticipated event. When you have the opportunity to have our
representative be invited to our nation’s capital, I feel strong we have a seat
at the table.
Less than two weeks later, Joe and myself
were invited to Wisconsin’s State-of-the-State
address. We were enthusiastic to hear how
much emphasis Governor Evers put on the
future of agriculture in Wisconsin. After the
address, we went to his residence to speak
with members of his administration on
different issues that are important to us, as
Farm Bureau members. Issues such as mental
health, infrastructure, rural broadband and
the importance that farming has on our rural
economy.

Once again, I attended our annual
Ag Day at the Capitol in February. I,
along with other District 4 members, sat
with our elected officials and discussed
some of the issues facing our farmers and
agriculturalists.
Working with other businesses is
always a welcome opportunity, so when
I received a phone call from Dennis
Frame, I was especially eager to see how
we could work together. I have always
respected and looked up to Dennis. Over
the years, he has taught me so much about the agricultural industry. So
when he called me on behalf of a few of the directors of Riverland Energy
that represent our area, we as a board were excited to work together. We
look forward to discussing ideas on how to keep our rural community
positioned for the future. Gathering thoughts, ideas and concerns from
our Farm Bureau board on what Riverland Energy can do for the younger
generation of their members will be a few of the topics up for discussion.
To have the opportunity to discuss issues, whether it be directly or
indirectly, is something that always is such an honor to me. I feel so
fortunate that Farm Bureau has built the reputation and respect of others
to be willing to listen and work with us. So, whether it is local, district,
state or even national, Trempealeau County Farm Bureau truly has a seat
at the table.
In closing, I want to thank someone who has helped out and has been
as big of a supporter of Trempealeau County Farm Bureau as anyone.
Gretchen Erickson is phasing out of Rural Mutual Insurance. On behalf
of Trempealeau County Farm Bureau, I want to thank Gretchen for her
years of service to those she has touched throughout her career. Personally,
between Gretchen and her father, they have been our Rural Mutual agents
for many decades. I not only call Gretchen my agent, but also call her
a friend. I wish her the very best and will greatly miss having her as my
agent.
Have a safe and plentiful 2020.

Be Prepared
Farm Bureau Hosts Grain Bin Safety Demonstration
By Kyle Nilsestuen, Trempealeau County Farm Bureau director

On October 2, 2019, the Trempealeau County Farm Bureau hosted its first grain bin
safety training. We had approximately 30 attendees with a mix of farmers and firefighter
and emergency medical services personnel. Topics covered ranged from proper grain
storage to help prevent issues with stored grains and safely emptying bins to what
happens when grain entrapment occurs and how EMS responds to grain entrapments.
The Arcadia Glencoe Fire Department demonstrated some of the equipment that
they use while performing a grain rescue and discussed the extensive training they do in
order to be prepared should there be a grain entrapment. The last few harvest seasons
have been difficult due to weather and wet grains. Hosting a safety meeting couldn’t
have been timelier with much of the grain coming in above average moistures and with
low test weights making proper storage difficult.
Many grain bin manufacturers have protocols and advice for how to get plugged bins
flowing again and a call to your local bin representative could be the difference between
safely emptying your grain bins and having an entrapment. The Trempealeau County
Farm Bureau is looking forward to growing and expanding its grain safety training to
be more hands on and in-depth, if you have any questions of comments please contact
one of the board members.
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Rewarding Wisconsin Farmers

Our financial success allows us to reward our farm policyholders for their loyalty
to Rural Mutual and commitment to Wisconsin agriculture.
To learn how to qualify for up to 5% back, contact your local agent or visit RuralMutual.com/farmdividend

