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District 1 News

New Set of Challenges Start 2020
Dave Daniels

WFBF District 1 Director

Hello, District 1 members,
I’m writing this in mid-May and it is
sure nice to see the fields of alfalfa and
grass greening up. As the plants get a little
taller, the wind starts to ripple those plants
and it looks like waves flowing in the fields.
When a farmer is in the field, they feel
productive and that is a very good thing right now. There may have
been many times that farmers may have questioned themselves on
whether that was happening in the last few months.
Productivity is important to Farm Bureau, too. It is good to see
how many of us have been able to keep our farms running with the
predicament that we find ourselves in.
WFBF has been exceeding expectations in communications with
our members. We are keeping our counties participating the best
they can and that is very important.
Some of you have received some postcards that were handwritten
by WFBF staff members. The Farm Bureau staff thought it
would be good to send a note to members. They also wanted to
let you know that they are thinking of you and that members
are appreciated. I know that there are plans to do this again to a
different subset of members.
As county leaders have had to change their routines with some
monthly county meetings, moving forward, we will see more virtual
endeavors happening throughout our district.
The WFBF staff has been working with a platform called
Microsoft Teams. It has allowed those who work in the Madison
office to work remotely and keep advocating for our members
both at the national and state level. This platform will be available
through Patti Wilhelme, the District 1 Coordinator, and myself as
District Director.
It will be interesting to see how this pandemic will change the
way we do business in Farm Bureau. Microsoft Teams will not
replace the ways we communicate but it may be more efficient at
times.
The normal we once knew may not be returned to. I hope you
are flexible and open minded to the next phase of ‘normal.’ I
encourage you to contact family, neighbors and friends to see how
they are doing with the challenges they have been handed.
Last year, we worried if the rain would ever stop, this year, we’ve
been fortunate to get crops in, but another set of challenges are
ahead of us.
Be healthy and safe.
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Appreciate the Little Things
Patti Wilhelme

WFBF District 1 Coordinator

Think back to January 2020. The year started
strong and it looked like we might be off to a
great start, we were finally out of the slump of low
commodity prices, and then COVID-19 hit.
All markets crashed and farmers were stuck, the
fifth year of terrible prices and piling debt would
continue. My heart aches when I talk to farmers and

hear their stories.
Wisconsin Farm Bureau has been at the front lines of the pandemic, doing
everything in our power to support farmers. In order for us to continue
fighting for you, we need to hear your stories.
I encourage you to share your stories and concerns about how your family
and farm has been impacted by COVID-19. Please visit the WFBF web page
at wfbf.com/covid-19-form and fill out the online form.
How has your life changed since COVID-19 started? Perhaps you are
homeschooling children, working from home, starting house projects or
maybe your life has not changed one bit.
The cows still need to be milked, crops still need to be planted and the first
cutting of hay is harvested. It’s a beautiful sight to see crops growing, and now
we pray the prices bounce back before fall harvest.
During this pandemic, my life has changed, and I have gained a greater
appreciation for the little things in life. I have always wanted to make my
own bread and as soon as we couldn’t find bread on the store shelves, I started
making bread and some delicious cinnamon rolls. Throughout the course
of the winter, I taught myself to knit using my grandma’s knitting needles
and yarn; without the drive time to and from night meetings since March, I
learned to create prayer squares to give to those in need.
My husband and I are preparing for a baby, painting and doing other house
projects.
I love to watch, listen and take pictures of the birds that have been enjoying
our yard, especially since the
orioles arrived. With the nice
spring, we had time to plant a
garden and now we await our
bountiful harvest.
The last couple months have
been a challenge for so many, but
we try to make the best of every
situation, enjoying what we have
been given.
There are better days ahead.
Hang tight, we are moving
forward together.
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District 1 News
District Essay Winner Announced

Virtual Discussion Meet Scheduled
By Bob Nash, District 1 YFA Committee Representative

By Jacki Moegenburg, District 1 Promotion and
Education Committee Representative

This year’s essay contest topic was
‘How has Wisconsin agriculture
affected your life today?’ The essay
contest was open to fourth- and fifthgrade students and essays were due to
each county by April 24.
In District 1, three counties had essay
contest participants. Jefferson County had 71 entries, Ozaukee
County had one entry and Washington County had 46 entries.
Each county judged the entries and then sent me the county
winner. From there, I selected the district winner and it has
been forwarded on to the state for consideration to be the state
winning essay.
The District 1 winning essay was written by fifth-grade
student Breanna Wolfgram from Jefferson County. See her
winning essay in the Jefferson County portion of this newsletter.
Stay tuned, the next essay contest topic and book of the year
will be available this summer.
For more information, visit www.wisagclassroom.org.

The Discussion Meet is open to Farm Bureau
members ages 18 to 35. It gives members a chance
to demonstrate speaking skills on agricultural-related
topics. Contestants are judged on their problem-solving
skills as they discuss timely topics with their colleagues.
The District 1 Discussion Meet contest details
are below. Three finalists from the district contest
will advance to the Young Farmer and Agriculturist
Conference on December 4-6 at the Kalahari Resorts in Wisconsin Dells.
Date: Wednesday, July 8
Time: 7 p.m.
Topic question: The decline in rural populations is accelerated by a poor
farm economy. What solutions would enhance the vibrancy and economic
sustainability of agriculture and rural communities?
If you are interested in participating in or watching the Discussion Meet,
please contact me at 262.617.7170 or District 1 Coordinator Patti Wilhelme at
pwilhelme@wfbf.com or 262.689.1838, so one of us can send the information
for the virtual meeting.

District Policy Development Meeting August 4
By Dave Daniels, District 1 Director

The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation’s policy is established by farmers through a
structured policy development process.
Suggestions and policy ideas come directly from members who propose and vote on
resolutions at county annual meetings before resolutions make it to the WFBF Annual
Meeting in December, where delegates will vote on proposals.
The District 1 Policy Development meeting, where members will gather and share
ideas, is scheduled for Tuesday, August 4.
Schedule: 6 p.m. – Registration;
6:30 p.m. – BBQ buffet;
7 p.m. – Policy Discussion with special guest WFBF Executive Director of
Governmental Relations Karen Gefvert.
Cost: $20 per person for buffet, cash bar available
Location: Delafield Brewhaus, 3832 Hillside Drive, Delafield
RSVP by July 21 to Dave Daniels at dands77@hotmail.com or 262.770.0248.
Counties also host a Policy Development
meeting prior to the county annual meeting.
If you are interested in being a part of the
policy development process at the county
level, please contact one of your county
board members.
This fall, we hope you will be a part of our
Policy Development process by attending a
Policy Development meeting or voting on
the policies proposed at your county annual
meeting.
If we are unable to meet in-person for the
District 1 Policy Development meeting on
Tuesday, August 4, we will have a virtual or
conference call meeting at 7 p.m.
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Listening to Farmers’ Concerns
District 1 Farm Bureau members were invited
to participate in conference calls to talk with their
Congressmen.
The goal of these conversations was to help Congressmen
understand the challenges that farmers were facing when
COVID-19 started.
The first call was on March 25 with Congressman
Bryan Steil (R-WI First District). Members from Racine,
Walworth and Waukesha counties participated in the call.
At the time of the call, dairy farmers were getting notices
that they needed to cut back on milk production. Farmers
also talked about the process to pick up parts and concerns
with the stimulus package.
The second call was on April 9 with Congressman
Glen Grothman (R-WI Sixth District). Members from
Ozaukee and Washington counties shared concerns about
the commodity prices. There also was discussion about
retailers placing limits on products, in which Congressman
Grothman was going to contact stores to see if limits could
be removed.
The third call was on April 17 with Congressman Jim
Sensenbrenner’s (R-WI Fifth District) office. Members
from Ozaukee, Washington and Waukesha counties shared
concerns about being able to purchase seeds because they
are losing so much of their income because of the low milk
price, yet the expenses still remain the same or higher. In
addition to farmers on this call, Slinger FFA members
participated and shared what the FFA Chapter is doing
during COVID-19.
You are encouraged to contact your Congressman and
share your concerns about COVID-19 and how you and
your family has been impacted. They need to hear directly
from you to come up with solutions.

wfbf.com/about/counties

District 1 News
Celebrate June Dairy Month
By Beth Schaefer, Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin regional manager

National Dairy Month is a tradition that
began in the early 1930s to help moo-ve milk
during peak milk production – late spring and
early summer.
National Dairy Month has evolved over the
years to include retail dairy product promotions,
community festivals and our very famous,
Wisconsin on-farm dairy breakfasts.
While our communities may not be
physically gathering to celebrate with breakfast
on the farm traditions, Dairy Farmers of
Wisconsin ensures Wisconsinites can celebrate
dairy and farmers wherever they are.
The simplest way to celebrate and support
our Wisconsin dairy farmers is to purchase real,
Wisconsin dairy products. Look for the ‘Proudly
Wisconsin’ badge on your favorite dairy
products. Turn those local dairy products into
delicious meals and snacks with recipes from
wisconsincheese.com.
If you are looking for more ways to still enjoy
National Dairy Month traditions, check out
these digital options:

• ILoveDairy.com mobile site: This site has
several activities including: Trivia, a cheese car
game, our farmer films and more. Note this
web page can only be accessed via cell phone.
• Spotify National Dairy Month 2020 Playlist
• America’s Dairyland Facebook and Instagram
accounts that will be posting several times
a week throughout June. Feel free to Like,
Follow and Share.
Local dairy promotion groups are getting
creative and hosting virtual and drive thru
events throughout Wisconsin. Not sure what is
happening in your community? Contact your
local county dairy promotion committee or
watch for event listings at
www.wisconsindairy.org/national-dairy-month.
And finally, thank you to dairy farmers,
volunteers and businesses who have organized,
staffed and executed past and future National
Dairy Month events. Your efforts are an are
an important link connecting consumers and
farmers. Your hard work is appreciated. We
hope that 2021 will allow your community
dairy celebrations to come back, bigger and
better than ever.

Your support in sharing Wisconsin dairy
farmer stories and building dairy love is key to
making sure everyone in Wisconsin knows and
celebrates dairy – an industry that represents our
heritage and future.
Stay up-to-date with Dairy Farmers of
Wisconsin monthly e-newsletters delivered to
your inbox. Sign up at wisconsindairy.org.

Image courtesy of Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin.

Council of Presidents Meeting
By Randy Thull, Washington County vice president

Attending the Council of Presidents event as vice president of
Washington County Farm Bureau was an experience worth my time.
We officially met our new WFBF President Joe Bragger. His desire
is to keep our organization centered on agriculture and not focused on
one industry. I could not be more excited to know we have someone as
passionate and dedicated to agriculture as Joe to represent Wisconsin Farm
Bureau at the state and national level.
A tool we use at our meetings, Robert’s Rules of Order, was a part of the
two-day meeting. Susan Leahy provided training to those who attended.
In addition, Susan left us with a memory of how good we felt individually
despite the challenges we are facing.

If we use her suggestions, each of us can become better leaders during
our local meetings and to talk about difficult topics while earning respect
by those we may not agree with 100 percent.
An example she shared was arm wrestling versus shaking hands. If we
arm wrestle on a topic, we may win or lose and the experience is very
tense, but if we can learn to shake hands it becomes a win-win and much
more at peace.
Being mindful of this during our interactions with others is the key to
building bridges and having engaging meetings.
We were reminded that being nonpartisan is important to successfully
pass bills regardless of who is controlling the floor. While this is not
always easy it will be the path Farm Bureau continues for the benefit of
agriculture.

District 1 attendees included (from left): Dave Daniels, District 1 Director; Keith
Jacobson, Racine County vice president; Tom Oberhaus, Waukesha County president;
Terry Papcke, Walworth County president; Bob Roden, Ozaukee County vice president;
Adam Melichar, Ozaukee County president; Peter Muth, Washington County president;
and Randy Thull, Washington County vice president.

Summer Edition
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District 1 News
If You’re Not at the Table … You’re on the Menu
By John Scott, Racine County president

Farm Bureau has many aspects that lead
people to be involved. Policy and government
relations is one and leads membership to come
to Ag Day at the Capitol.
Grassroots organizations, like ours, depend on
this and the interaction with our elected officials
to let our stories, concerns and ideas be heard.
The meeting started with a panel moderated
by Dennis Frame consisting of Senator Howard
Marklein (R-Spring Green), Rep. Travis Tranel
(R-Cuba City), Rep. Katrina Shankland
(D-Stevens Point) and Rep. Todd Novak
(R-Dodgeville) discussing and recapping the
series of water quality listening sessions around
the state.
At the time, this was a priority subject in
state agriculture considering well contamination

issues in the northeast and recent evidence
in southwest parts of the state. The officials
on the panel have been extremely proactive
in putting forth common sense legislation
to help these situations. For instance, bills
supporting producer-led watersheds and county
conservation funding.
Governor Tony Evers spoke, and it is always
good to hear from him. He emphasized that
a strong rural community makes a strong
Wisconsin.
Governor Evers noted that 2019 was the year
of ‘Clean Drinking Water’ and commended
agriculture and government for working
together to solve recent issues.
One thing that stuck with me was that he
asked the audience to raise their hands if they
have served on a school board. I estimate that
one-half of the crowd raised a hand.

Members from Kenosha and Racine counties; front row (from left): Jim Waldron, Wes
Hawkins, Ben Harbach and Representative Tod Ohnstad (D-Kenosha); back row (from
left): John Scott, Dave Daniels, Representative Samantha Kerkman (R-Salem),
Representative Greta Neubauer (D-Racine) and Representative Chuck Wichgers
(R-Muskego).

He knows, as well as our membership knows,
how involved and important farmers are to
Wisconsin.
On to the Capitol to meet with our
legislators. What a great building and
environment. This part was really intimidating
for me the first time I went; however, our
elected officials really want to learn, and they do
listen. What a great opportunity to tell our story
and ask for help.
They know Farm Bureau is a place where they
can get answers and grassroots ideas to solve
issues.
Thanks to the Farm Bureau staff and
the executive team for their leadership and
coordination of this yearly event.
In future years, I hope that more Farm
Bureau members will attend Ag Day at the
Capitol to get our voices heard.

Members from Ozaukee, Washington and Sheboygan counties met with legislators at
the Capitol; front row (from left): Bob Nash, Ryan Elbe, Mike Strupp, Carl Wolf, Mark
Ramel, Debbie Ramel; back row (from left): Representative Rick Gundrum (R-Slinger),
Adam Melichar, Mark Hilgendorf, Peter Muth, Kurt Schoessow, Marcy Bishop, Ross
Bishop, Representative Janel Brandtjen (R-Menomonie Falls), Randy Thull,
Representative Rob Brooks (R-Saukville) and Bob Roden.

Members of Jefferson and Waukesha counties pictured around the table (from left):
Steve Jones, Ryan Brueggemann, Tom Oberhaus, Dave Bartholomew and Jane Craig.

Wisconsin Honey Producer Association
President Kent Pegorsch, Wisconsin Honey
Queen Jennifer Hinkel and Mary Kettlewell
attended Ag Day at the Capitol and met with
legislators. They discussed topics related to
sales tax exemption for bees and equipment,
and how to increase bee forage.

Waukesha County President Tom
Oberhaus brought up important
topics during the visit at the Capitol.

Jefferson County members Cory Jones and Steve Jones, along with Waukesha County
member Ryan Brueggemann, met with legislators.
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JeffersonCountyFarmBureau

Watertown Catholic St. Henry Campus Student Tops Essay Contest
Each year, the Farm Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom program sponsors an
essay contest for fourth- and fifth-grade students.
Jefferson County selects the top three essays and submits the winning
entry to the district competition, where the district winner then advances
to the state level.
The 2020 topic was ‘How has Wisconsin agriculture affected your life
today?’ Seventy-one essays were submitted in Jefferson County. This year
the winning essay was from fifth-grade student Breanna Wolfgram of
Watertown Catholic St. Henry Campus. Her teacher is Brent Roberts.
The second-place essay was ‘How Has Wisconsin Agriculture Affected
Your Life Today’ by Jonathan Semrau, also a student of Brent Roberts
at St. Henrys. Third place went to Ester Servais, a fourth-grade student
at Cambridge Elementary School. Her essay was titled ‘Live With
Agriculture or You Don't Live At All.’ Ester’s teacher is Whitney Brown.
The teachers in the county whose classes submitted essays received $30
gift cards to Nasco, provided by the Jefferson County Ag in the Classroom
committee.
While in-person recognition was not able to happen, we will provide
the top three students with their plaques and cash award.
Ag in the Classroom is a Farm Bureau program. It provides many
opportunities to educate youth about agriculture. Throughout the
spring, second-grade students in the county were treated to ‘A Day
Without Agriculture’ presentation by the Ag in the Classroom volunteers.
Educational resource kits have been prepared by the Ag in the Classroom
committee and are available for teachers in the county to use.
The topics include pizza, dairy, swine, soybeans, nutrition, maple syrup
and honeybees. Teacher curriculum and student worksheets are provided
in the resource kits to enhance learning.

Breanna’s winning essay.
Wisconsin Agriculture
The state of Wisconsin is known for its agriculture.
Wisconsin is well known for their dairy farms, beef cattle and
calves, and com. Some of my favorite memories revolve around
Wisconsin agriculture.
If you go to a store in Wisconsin, and you go to the dairy
section you will see a lot of cheese, milk, eggs, butter and ice
cream. My favorite ice cream is Blue Moon. What is your
favorite ice cream? On a hot summer day there is nothing
better than enjoying a nice, cold ice cream.
Beef is in my favorite meals. Beef is sold in many stores
in Wisconsin. There is a huge selection. A lot of the beef cows
are fed either grass or corn, which is also grown by Wisconsin
farmers. One of my favorite meals is prime rib.
Com is used in many foods such as tortillas, flour and
cornmeal. It can also be used to create ethanol for vehicles, and
for sweeting food in the form of high fructose com syrup. I like
to eat com on the cob in the summer. Do you like corn? Corn is
my favorite vegetable. If farmers didn't have corn then what
would animals eat? Com can be sweet, salty and spicy.
I love Wisconsin agriculture, because they provide a lot of
food for you and me. They give me and my family a lot of
food to eat. Without Wisconsin agriculture, we would miss out
on a lot of exciting things.

County Students Attend FFA Farm Forum

Upcoming Meetings
We hope that you will join us for the
upcoming meetings. Raise your voice and help
develop policies that will be voted on at the
county annual meeting and passed on to the
state level for potential consideration into the
WFBF Policy book.
National resolutions also are passed on to the
AFBF level.

Kaia Heimstreet and Melanie Collins of the Lake Mills FFA Chapter were
sponsored by Jefferson County Farm Bureau to attend FFA Farm Forum.

Rachel Drotzer of the Cambridge FFA
Chapter attended FFA Farm Forum.

Cash Donated to Local Food Pantries
By Melissa Gross, Jefferson County Farm Bureau secretary/treasurer

As farmers were and continue to struggle in the current economic times, Jefferson County
Farm Bureau wanted to help. A $250 cash donation was given to 11 food pantries in Jefferson
County including: Fort Atkinson, Jefferson, Johnson Creek, Cambridge, Ixonia, Whitewater,
Rome/Sullivan, Waterloo, Watertown, Lake Mills and Palmyra. During the unprecedented time,
Jefferson County Farm Bureau understands that many families may be struggling to feed their
families. As this is a particularly challenging time for Wisconsin dairy farmers, these donations
were to be used to only purchase milk and other dairy products.
"We are happy to be able to donate to the local food pantries to help the dairy farmers and
community members in need,” said Randy Mitchell, president of the Jefferson County Farm
Bureau. “All farms have been hit hard during the COVID-19 pandemic and we want to help.”

Summer Edition

County Policy Development Meeting
Date: Wednesday, August 26
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Insight FS, 213 E. Puerner Street,
Jefferson
County Annual Meeting 100th Celebration
Date: Sunday, September 20
Time: 6 p.m. – Registration;
6:30 p.m. – Dinner, business meeting to
follow
Location: N
 eighbors, 216 Gold Drive, Jefferson
RSVPs are required, watch your mailbox for a
postcard invite to the county annual meeting.
For more information on meetings or if there
are any changes with meetings, please contact a
county Farm Bureau board member.
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Social Hour Held Using Zoom

Farm Tours, Classroom Visits Canceled

By Ann Horack, Jefferson County YFA member

By Sue Andersen, Ag in the Classroom committee co-chair

Thankfully, the technology exists to keep us in touch in times of social
distancing. On April 1, the Jefferson County Young Farmers hosted a virtual social
and trivia night via Zoom video conferencing service. Not only were members
from Jefferson County logged on from home, but members of the DeKalb
County, Illinois Young Farmers group also were invited.
The unique circumstances that dictated the nature of the social also allowed
for the opportunity to connect with Farm Bureau members from another state.
Introductions were made and then the participants were divided into teams for
five rounds of trivia. Members learned more about each other and enjoyed a bit
of socializing before planting. In total, more than 15 members participated in the
call. The group looks forward to hosting something similar in the future.

COVID-19 has proven to be a challenge for our Ag in the
Classroom activities that we had planned.
The annual fourth-grade farm tour at Kutz Dairy Farm
was canceled. The 2020 essay contest book "Right This Very
Minute" was distributed to the classes that were scheduled to
attend the tour.
Farm Bureau volunteers were able to go to several schools
to present "A Day Without Agriculture" to second-grade
classrooms before the safer-at-home order went into effect.
We look forward to preparing for our classroom
presentations and educating students next year.

Accepting Nominations for
Service to Agriculture Award

On March 13, Young Farmers gathered for a fun night of go-karting at Veloce Indoor Speedway.
Members had a lot of fun go-karting and were happy to be able to get out before COVID-19 hit.

Plans Underway for Centennial Celebration
At the county annual meeting in September, Jefferson County Farm Bureau will
celebrate 100 years.
We are looking for memorabilia or photos that you may have and are willing to
share for us to display. If you have anything to share, please contact Melissa Gross
at 920.988.7583 or mgross43@yahoo.com.

Kenosha County

The Jefferson County Farm
Bureau board of directors is
accepting nominations for
the Service to Agriculture
Award. The award was created
to recognize those who are
leaders while demonstrating a
commitment to agriculture.
The award is sponsored
by the Jefferson County Farm Bureau and the winner will
be announced at the Jefferson County Farm Bureau annual
meeting in September.
Any person(s) who has exhibited leadership in the promotion
of agriculture in Jefferson County is eligible. Selection will
be made by these standards: (1) focus on agriculture or rural
issues, (2) importance of an accurate message about agriculture,
(3) promotion of Jefferson County agriculture production and
(4) educate the public about the importance of agriculture.
A nomination form is available on the Jefferson County
Farm Bureau web page at wfbf.com/about/counties/jefferson.
Nomination forms are due by August 15.
If you have questions or want help accessing the nomination
form, please contact Melissa Gross at mgross43@yahoo.com.

wfbf.com/about/counties/kenosha
KenoshaCountyFarmBureau

Upcoming Meetings
We hope that you can join us for the upcoming meetings. Raise your
voice and help develop policies that will be voted on at the county annual
meeting and passed on to the state level for potential consideration into
the WFBF Policy book.
National resolutions also are passed on to the AFBF level.
County Policy Development Meeting
Date: Tuesday, August 25
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Birchwood Grill, 7515 125th Avenue, Kenosha
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County Annual Meeting
Date: Tuesday, September 29
Time: 6 :30 p.m. – Registration;
7 p.m. – Dinner, business meeting to follow
Location: Birchwood Grill, 7515 125th Avenue, Kenosha
RSVPs are required, watch your mailbox for a postcard invite to the
county annual meeting.
For additional information on meetings or if there are any changes with
meetings, please contact a county Farm Bureau board member.

wfbf.com/about/counties

Milwaukee County

wfbf.com/about/counties/milwaukee
MilwaukeeCountyFarmBureau

Vincent High School Update
By Monica Gahan, agricultural sciences and animal science
teacher

Activity continues at Vincent High School
of Agricultural Sciences, even though our
in-person contact was cut short this year.
This year, the school Nigerian Dwarf herd
kidded five does totaling 13 kids including a
set of quadruplets. It has been so much fun to
watch the babies grow.
We wish our students could be here to enjoy
the process. Some of the learning we use them
for is general care and health management.
Going further though the year would have
brought some great discussions about genetics as
we used a blue eyed and polled buck.
In April, we took delivery of our brand-new
livestock trailer purchased from Gold Medal
Trailer Sales. This trailer will help us with so
many aspects of our program.
Our one challenge is that our department

truck has a laundry list of problems. Does
anyone have a connection to help us acquire a
new ‘to us’ pickup truck to help our program
continue to grow?
Last week the agriculture department was
excited to learn we had been awarded a $50,000
USDA grant to help us upgrade and improve
the Food Science pathway. Updates will include
food safe surfaces and new equipment to give
our students an industry experience.
We cannot wait to start moving forward on
the purchases for the pathway and hope to have
many items in place by the fall.
Though our students are not here, we
continue to move forward with the preparations
and planting plans for our garden. We look
forward to planting in the coming days.
We also are waiting on our plans through
the Green Schools Consortium Grant to begin
construction on a hardwood forest and fruit
orchard hopefully this summer.

Vincent
High School
of Agricultural
Sciences continues
to grow and
improve.
For more
information on
our programs or activities, please contact Gail
Kraus, Agriculture Department coordinator at
krausgm@milwaukee.k12.wi.us.

Five New Voting Members Signed

Upcoming Meetings

Thank you to the Rural Mutual Insurance agents in
Milwaukee County for signing up voting members,
helping the county achieve the new voting goal by the
end of April.
Members of Farm Bureau are offered member
benefits, including hotel discounts, discounts on office
supplies and savings on purchasing vehicles.
To find a complete list of member benefits, visit the
website wfbf.com/membership/member-benefits.

We hope that you can join us for the county annual meeting. Raise your voice and help
develop policies that will be voted on at the county annual meeting and passed on to the
state level for potential consideration into the WFBF Policy Book. National resolutions
are also passed on to the AFBF level.
County Annual Meeting
Date: Monday, September 14
Time: 6 p.m. – Dinner and business meeting
Location: Pallas Restaurant, 1657 S. 108th Street, West Allis
RSVPs are required, watch your mailbox for a postcard invite to the county annual
meeting.
For additional information on meetings or if there are any changes with meetings,
please contact a county Farm Bureau board member.

Racine County

wfbf.com/about/counties/racine
RacineCountyFarmBureau

Upcoming Meetings
We hope that you can join us for the upcoming meetings. Raise your
voice and help develop policies that will be voted on at the county annual
meeting and passed on to the state level for potential consideration into
the WFBF policy book.
National resolutions also are passed on to the AFBF level.
County Policy Development Meeting
Date: Tuesday, August 11
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: River City Lanes, 730 Cornerstone Crossing, Waterford

Summer Edition

County Annual Meeting
Date: Sunday, September 13
Time: 12:30 p.m. – Registration,
1 p.m. – Dinner, business
meeting to follow
Location: River City Lanes, 730
Cornerstone Crossing, Waterford
RSVPs are required, please watch your mailbox for a postcard invite to the
county annual meeting.
For more information about meetings and if there are any changes to
meetings, please contact a county Farm Bureau board member.
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wfbf.com/about/counties/racine
RacineCountyFarmBureau

Farm Bureau Awards $1,000 Scholarships
By Julie Kastenson, scholarship committee chair

Racine County Farm Bureau has awarded three scholarship recipients with $1,000
each. Please help us in congratulating our recipients.
Kevin Ehrhart is the son of Jeffrey and Kathryn
Ehrhart. He graduated from Waterford Union
High School. Throughout high school, he was
involved with his family’s farm, Burlington Back
40 and Racine County 4-H and Waterford FFA.
He will attend Fox Valley Technical College and
plans to major in agriculture power systems. With
his degree, he hopes to gain skills to help on the
family farm and to eventually have his own business servicing tractors, specializing in
pulling tractors.
Kelsey Henderson is the daughter of Craig
and Sue Henderson. She graduated from Union
Grove High School. Throughout high school,
she was involved in Union Grove FFA, varsity
volleyball, Student Council, Link Crew, National
Honor Society, and DECA. She will attend
Iowa State University and plants to major in
agricultural business and animal sciences. With
her degree, she hopes to become a leader in the
agricultural community, exploring diverse job opportunities that allow her to share the
benefits that agriculture provides.
Kirsten Ranke is the daughter of Kevin and Amy Ranke.
She graduated from Waterford Union High School in 2019.
Throughout high school, she was involved in cross country,
Tri-M Music Honor Society, 4-H, National Honor Society,
and Madrigals. Upon graduation, she attended Valley City
State University, where she was involved in varsity cross
country and Student Senate. Kirsten is transferring to
UW-Eau Claire to study English Education with a minor in
TESOL (teaching English to speakers of other languages).
With this degree, she hopes to teach traditional high school
English classes as well as English-immersion classes to
students whose first language is not English.

Giving Back to the Community
Racine County
Farm Bureau partnered
with the Burlington
Kiwanis Club and
Racine County Dairy
Promotion Committee
to give milk, cheese,
butter and egg coupons
to families in need.
With the three
organizations combined,
$4,000 total will be
given to those in need. The coupons are redeemed at Kwik
Trip, which has been excellent to work with.
So far, about $2,000 has been used. This is one more
way that we are giving back to the community while
promoting dairy products.
The coupons have been redeemed for:
• 604 gallons of milk for $1,208
• 156 packages of cheese for $326
• 252 pounds of butter for $504
• 53 dozen eggs for $26.50
We look forward to continuing the program and
working with Kwik Trip.

County Event Photos Wanted
As the county board of directors prepares for the county
annual meeting, we are looking for photos of any Farm
Bureau events that took place in the past year.
During the county annual meeting, we will share a
PowerPoint of the events.
If you have photos to share, please email them to Londa
Lauber at Londa.lauber@compeer.com or Judy Uhlenhake
at juhlenhake4@gmail.com.

Students Attend FFA Farm Forum

Cream Puff Stand Needs YOU

(from left): Samantha Hammiller and Chloe
Uhlenhake. Burlington FFA members were
sponsored by Racine County Farm Bureau to attend
FFA Farm Forum.

Volunteers are needed for the Racine County
Fair cream puff stand from Wednesday, July 29, to
Sunday, August 2. In these ever-changing times,
we are planning as always and will keep everyone
informed if things change. The cream puff stand
is our big fundraiser. The profits from the stand
are given back to the community in the form of
scholarships, essay contest winners, 4-H and FFA
programs, library grants and local food pantries.
To sign up, please visit wfbf.com/about/
counties/racine or contact Kelly Malchine
at kmalchine@tds.net or 262.895.7207 or
262.492.5925 (cell). Time slots for each day are
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
We look forward to seeing you and thank you in
advance for your help. Watch the Racine County
Fair Facebook page and website for the latest
update on the Racine County Fair.
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(from left): Kelsey Henderson and Alison StormVoltz of the Union Grove FFA Chapter attended FFA
Farm Forum. The students were sponsored by Racine
County Farm Bureau.
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When Media Calls ...

Slinger FFA Stays Productive During Pandemic

By Kathy Muth, Washington County Ag in the Classroom co-chair

By Kylee Henneberry, Slinger FFA reporter

Eighteen Washington
County farmers
were coached for
preparedness for future
media requests at the
annual Ag Education
and Promotion Training
on February 20 in
Allenton.
The full-day of
training was led by Jane
Hillstrom and Lindsey
Hildebrandt from Filament Marketing in Madison and
Vicky Janisch from Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin.
The morning session focused on the most difficult
questions presented to farmers and how to effectively
answer. There were a variety of topics covered and key
messages were given along with a reference guide, by
topic, on how best to answer. Many attendees shared
questions they receive at the county dairy breakfasts and
other county events along with questions and comments
farmers receive at social functions and at their own
kitchen tables.
One concern shared is how to have a voice that is
heard when there are so few farmers left. The trainers
pointed out that gaining the support of ag industry and
collaborating with farmers makes producers stronger,
louder and heard. One example given was Land O’Lakes
and the efforts to assist and support farmers in their
plight.
With the Democratic National Convention in the
backyards of Washington County farmers, the team of
trainers predicted that there will be requests by media to
hear from the farm sector and issues affecting them. With
this in mind, the afternoon focused on media training,
particularly on how to present yourselves and your
message in front of a microphone.
Coaching was given on body language and messaging.
Attendees were divided into groups and given a topic
with time to prepare for their ‘airtime.’ Trainers, along
with peers, critiqued one another making it a valuable
learning experience.
This was the second year the program was offered.
Each year new topics and training are covered. The
program was hosted by the Washington County Farm
Bureau Promotion and Education committee and funded
by Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin check-off dollars.

The Slinger FFA has found many
ways to stay productive amidst the
coronavirus pandemic. While members
were certainly upset to see some of
their favorite events canceled including:
Career development events, Food For
America, State FFA Convention, the
Washington Leadership Conference and more, we found ways to make the best of the
situation for our chapter members and community.
One of the changes we made was to hold a virtual awards banquet. For the first
time in history, the officers prepared a virtual presentation of awards, and the Slinger
FFA Alumni delivered plaques and certificates to members and honored guests. This
was our way of acknowledging the wonderful things our chapter and members have
accomplished.
Additionally, the Slinger FFA responded to the stressors on the agricultural community
by selling ‘Support Dairy’ yard signs. More than $4,500 was raised for the Slinger Food
Pantry to provide milk, butter and cheese in the community beginning May 1.
The idea for ‘Support Dairy’ yard signs originated in Sheboygan County with Sara
Ladwig Strauss, who sold nearly 2,000 signs. We believed that the idea could make a
difference in our own area, so the officer team worked with Slinger FFA parent and
owner of Power Graphics, Dana Melzer, to design the signs and develop a plan for
delivery. Within a few days, signs were popping up in yards around the state. In less than
a month, the Slinger FFA sold, delivered and shipped nearly 400 signs, even as far away
as Texas.
“It was so sad to see my own farm and many others disposing of milk during this time,
so we felt the need to do something to support the dairy industry,” said Slinger FFA
Treasurer Ben Wolf, whose family owns a seventh generation dairy farm in Allenton.
Chapter members who helped sort orders, collected money and delivered signs across
southeast Wisconsin were proud to be participating in something that benefits the
community.
Although we cannot take credit for the original idea, we are proud to have made a
difference in Slinger and encouraged others in the Midwest to do the same. Within
moments of one interview being aired, we were being contacted by others who were
interested in having a project like this in their communities.
Excited by the potential this could have, Power Graphics chose to share the design to
any inquiring FFA chapters free of charge.
“I was trying to help our own chapter and community,” said Dana Melzer, “It has
exploded into being able to help so many others support a cause that is very near and
dear to our state.”
So far, Power Graphics has produced more than 1,500 signs to other chapters in
Wisconsin and Illinois.
Whether people are selling yard signs or finding other creative ways to raise awareness
for the agricultural industry, the ripple effect of these projects has been incredible. It is
truly amazing to see everyone coming together to exert an influence on their community
during this time.

Voting Member Goal Achieved
By Mike Strupp, Washington County Farm Bureau membership chair

With the help of several volunteers, our county reached the membership goal of 30
new voting members by April 30. Achieving this accomplishment entitles our county to
receive $1,000.
This year, the volunteers included: Ken Falk, Tyler Hetebrueg, Scott Schreffler, Barbara
Schultz-Kluever, Carl Wolf and me. Each of the volunteers will receive $20 per new
member signed from the state and also from the county.
Thank you to the volunteers in making this another successful membership year.
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Chapter Members Attend FFA Farm Forum
By Kaylee Pingel, Slinger FFA, and Anna Acup, Hartford FFA

On February 21-22, we attended the 2020
Wisconsin FFA Farm Forum in Wisconsin
Rapids along with hundreds of other FFA
members from around the state.
We heard about this event from members
in our chapter who attended in the past. They
thought it was not only the best conference
they had attended and also life changing. Their
perspective on agriculture had changed on so
many levels because they were being educated
on viewpoints and career avenues within the
industry. We were hesitant that a conference
could have such an impact on someone's life,
but afterward, we agreed it lived up to the hype.
After attending workshops throughout
the weekend, we were introduced to many
opportunities we had no idea existed. For
example, a representative from John Deere
spoke about the tech program that allows you
to earn your associate degree with internships,
tuition assistance and even job placement.

Steve Boe spoke about, ‘Hot Issues in
Agriculture,’ which opened our eyes to problems
that we’re facing in Wisconsin and around the
world. Being able to connect and ask questions
of companies helped us implement plans not
only for our future but for our chapters. We
hope that by sharing this information with
our peers, we not only help our members and
community but also acknowledge the companies
that are supportive of FFA.
Anyone who has the opportunity to attend

the FFA Farm Forum should, as it truly is a
powerful experience.
Wisconsin Farm Bureau and Wisconsin FFA
brought in many speakers, each with his or
her own story to tell. Hearing about different
challenges gives you the idea that life can go so
many ways and you are given the choice to pick
your path.
We are grateful to the Washington County
Farm Bureau for sponsoring us. It was an
incredible experience that changed our lives.

Slinger FFA members (from left): Kylee Henneberry,
Adam Wolf and Kaylee Pingel.

(from left): Jacob Kohl, Josh Klink, Ashley Strupp and
Anna Acup of the Hartford FFA Chapter attended FFA
Farm Forum. They were sponsored by Washington County
Farm Bureau.

Farm Bureau Supports Local Food Pantries
By Peter Muth, Washington County Farm Bureau president

The effects of the coronavirus has put
unprecedented stress on our food systems.
In an effort to help mitigate some of the
losses in Washington County, Washington
County Farm Bureau decided to support the
efforts of Farm Families Feeding Friends in
Need (FFFFN). This group was formed by farm
families, employees and haulers of Cedar Valley
Cheese in Belgium. Afraid they might have to
start disposing of milk, or reduce production,
they immediately formed the group and began
making cheese donations to surrounding food
pantries who were in need.

Organizer Pete Hesprich, said, “It’s a great way
for farmers to reach out to those in need in your
community during a crisis like this and show
how we are in this together.”
Washington County Farm Bureau donated
$2,500 to the cause and are pleased to see the
results in their own backyard. It also puts a local
connection between farmers and consumers, a
relationship that continues to build trust with
consumers.
With many of the usual farm and urban
events being canceled, this is one way
Washington County Farm Bureau could
still work with the community and support
agriculture.

Essay Contest Winners Announced
By Mariann Gundrum, Washington County essay contest coordinator

Washington County fourth- and fifth-grade students
wrote essays with this year’s topic, ‘How has Wisconsin
agriculture affected your life today?’ The 2020 Book of
the Year, “Right This Very Minute” was donated to all of
the schools in the county. The book and essay topic allow
students to think about how agriculture affects us each day
as we eat, the clothes we wear, careers and other topics.
Congratulations to the three winners, all from Allenton
Elementary School: First place: Isabella Kratz, second place: Ella Stensaas and third place: Riley
Odenwald.
The three winners are awarded a prize and invited to attend Washington County Farm Bureau's
county annual meeting in October where they will share their essays.
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Upcoming Meetings
We hope that you can join us for the
upcoming meetings. Raise your voice and
help develop policies that will be voted on
at the county annual meeting and passed on
to the state level for potential consideration
into the WFBF policy book. National
resolutions also are passed to the AFBF level.
County Policy Development Meeting
Date: Thursday, August 27
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: To be determined
Watch your mailbox for a postcard with the
meeting details. If you want to be on the
ballot to be a delegate to the WFBF Annual
Meeting, you must attend the county or
District 1 Policy Development meeting.
County Annual Meeting
Date: Tuesday, October 6
Time: 6 p.m. – Registration,
7 p.m. – Dinner, business meeting to
follow
Location: The Columbian, 3245
Lighthouse Lane, West Bend
RSVPs are required, please watch your
mailbox for a postcard invite to the county
annual meeting.
For information on meetings or if there
are any changes to meetings, Please contact
a county Farm Bureau board member.

wfbf.com/about/counties
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AFBF Convention Held in Austin, Texas

June 30 Deadline for Scholarships

By Tom Oberhaus, Waukesha County Farm Bureau president

By Ken Rosenow, scholarship committee chair

As the current Waukesha County Farm Bureau President. I was
encouraged and financially supported to attend the AFBF Annual
Convention in Austin, Texas. It started in typical WI winter fashion
with a quick flight to Austin being delayed by snow and spending a day
sitting in Chicago airport. Arriving much later than planned, I missed
the opportunity to meet the rest of the WI delegation at an opening
meal; however, on the shuttle ride to the hotel, I soon realized I was
among the fortunate as my fellow riders had been sitting in airports for
two days to get there from Pennsylvania. But I quickly realized what a
common bond we all have in agriculture: common beliefs and common
goals. This would be repeated over and over the next couple days.
The next morning was the opening session, WOW, what a gathering
of agriculturists from across the nation, meeting several acquaintances
from across the Midwest and college friends that I had not seen in
40 years! All sharing those common bonds. AFBF Vice President
Scott VanderWal has his work cut out for him, trying to kick off an
enthusiastic convention while acknowledging the fact that AFBF
Presidents Zippy Duvall was not going to be there due to the very
recent death of his wife. Vice President VanderWal did a superb job.
Over the next couple days we had several outstanding speakers with
the highlight being Secretary Sonny Perdue, a very down to earth man
that shares those same common goals.
Of course the true high point was President Trump. Being part of
the whole security procedure was quite wild and then his performance.
Like him or not, he is the ultimate cheerleader!
Throughout the convention, watching the Young Farmers competing
was very inspiring, with the knowledge and skills they presented, the
future of agriculture is in great hands!
During breaks when we ventured outside of the awesome convention
hall, we were greeted with some great Texas sunshine along with
a reminder of the problems that plaque so many of our cities,
homelessness, panhandlers, etc.
The day following we had the opportunity to tour a couple unique
Texas farms, olives and pecans among others. What a great time
chatting with a busload of very diverse farmers. Our tour guide for the
day was a Texas rancher. His stories of cattle ranching on the banks of
the Rio Grande with the fence running through his pastures made us
all remember why we call it the WILD WEST.
A very memorable trip it was, thank you to the Waukesha County
Farm Bureau board of directors for their support.

The Waukesha County Farm Bureau will again
offer scholarships to outstanding local students
pursuing higher education. As we have done in
the past, the Waukesha County Farm Bureau will
award a number of scholarships for deserving
college and technical school students. The number
of scholarships and the value of each have varied because of the generosity
of Waukesha County Farm Bureau board of directors and the importance
they place on the next generation.
Applicants must fill out an application, write an essay, provide a recent
photo and two letters of recommendation by June 30. This deadline will
not be extended.
For an application, please visit the Waukesha County Farm Bureau web
page at wfbf.com/about/counties/waukesha or contact Ken Rosenow at
ken@cedarhomefarms.com or 262.227.6298.
Each year this scholarship program is becoming more and more
popular, so be sure to submit your applications on time. We look forward
to receiving many applications again this year.

County Achieves Membership Goal
Thanks to dedicated
volunteers, Waukesha
County achieved the
early bird membership
goal by April 30, earning $1,000.
Thank you to the membership volunteers who were busy signing up
new members including: Jim Renn, Al Runyard, Rob Schuett, Lloyd
Williams, Ron Williams and Tony Weber.
Membership volunteers who sign up five or more new members
by September 30, will be a part of the Farm Bureau Proud Club and
recognized at the WFBF Annual Meeting in December.
For more information on how to join or to find a listing of the member
benefits, visit wfbf.com/membership.

Upcoming Meetings
We hope that you can join us for the upcoming meetings. Raise your
voice and help develop policies that will be voted on at the county annual
meeting and passed on to the state level for potential consideration into
the WFBF policy book. National resolutions also are passed on to the
AFBF level.
County Policy Development Meeting
Date: Thursday, August 6
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: To be determined

County Annual Meeting
Date: Thursday, September 3
Time: 6:30 p.m. – Registration,
7 p.m. – Dinner, business
meeting to follow
Location: Delafield Brewhaus, 3832
Hillside Drive, Delafield
RSVPs are required, watch your mailbox
for a postcard invite to the county
annual meeting.

For more information about meeting and if there are any changes to meetings,
please contact a county Farm Bureau board member.
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As leaders in the field, we understand your unique needs and are here when you
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