
Summer Edition 1

JUNE 2020

Grassroots
District 5 News

District Director Report
Kevin Krentz
WFBF District 5 Director

My how things 
have changed in four 
months. Farmers are 
optimistic in general 
and I always try to look 
at the positives in any 
situation. As we deal 
with the pandemic of 

COVID-19 and a global economic shutdown, life 
around us is changing very quickly. Farmers have 
told me of the struggles of not being able to set 
their prices like other businesses. We have always 
discussed the ability of protecting a price and the 
tools available. 

That is what differs farmers from other businesses. 
The ability to lock in a price or price floors in the 
future for our products. Tools that do not guarantee 
a profit but rather protect from the deep valleys of 
low prices. A few examples of these tools are the 
Dairy Revenue Protection Program, Dairy Margin 
Coverage, hedging and forward contracting. 

Most other businesses do not have that ability and 
that is highlighted through this challenging time. I 
encourage every farmer to investigate the tools that 
can help protect from extreme market swings. Yes, 
farmers have challenges currently, and Farm Bureau 
continues to carry those voices and concerns forward. 

From direct selling farms, to ethanol plants 
shuttering, to disposing of milk, to supply chain 
challenges, Farm Bureau is voicing our immediate 
and long-term needs. We are connecting members 
to our congressional representatives with numerous 
conference calls to USDA, Senators, Assemblymen, 
among others. 

We pushed for an immediate flush of cash into 
farms. USDA announced direct payments to farms 
of $16 billion, along with another $3 billion in food 
purchases. These payments were initially announced 
to be distributed in late May. USDA also announced 
it will cover any milk that was dumped due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

I believe one of our biggest challenges is our 
present corn supply situation. As gas prices 

plummeted due to global economies shutting down, 
ethanol production was losing money. To the point 
many ethanol facilities stopped production.

As I write this, there are at least 73 facilities 
completely stopped and another 70 running limited 
hours. These processing plants have turned into 
storage facilities for last year’s corn. Future’s Market 
should deter some from planting corn, but there will 
still be a large crop put onto a large carryover. Farm 
Bureau will continue to fight for all farms that have 
been so deeply affected by COVID-19.

Farms are a major part of our communities. We 
rely heavily on local businesses and they rely on 
us. As I write this, we have been under a safer-at-
home order for more than a month. Commerce and 
livelihoods depend on businesses trading with one 
another. I am not implying we need to open the 
entire state tomorrow, but we need a plan of what 
businesses will look like as we open. 

None of us can go six to eight weeks without 
income and the federal and state governments are 
trying their best not to have that happen with an 
assortment of assistance programs. Small businesses 
in communities are hurting, including farms. 

We need to continue to push for the direction 
as we come out of the safer at home environment. 
I don’t mean to make that sound disheartening to 
everyone impacted by COVID-19 but we need a 
plan in place that will protect the people of this great 
state along with giving people the freedom to run 
their businesses.

This situation is not political and if any elected 
official makes COVID-19 political they should 
be voted out of office this fall. This situation is far 
greater than politics and our leaders need to lead.

Farm Bureau will continue to fight for our 
communities and our farms, including pushing for 
any grocery price increases finding their way back 
to the farm gate. I also want to encourage farmers 
to use the price protection tools Farm Bureau has 
fought to put into place over the years. I want to 
wish you a blessed, safe and productive growing 
season and above all, if you or your family have been 
impacted by COVID-19, please know you are in my 
prayers for a full recovery.

God bless.

Calendar of Events
At the time of the printing, only 
the Green Lake County fair has 
canceled.

July
9-12 Marquette County Fair
15-19 Fond du Lac County Fair

August
5-9 Winnebago County Fair
6-9  Green Lake County Fair, 

CANCELED 
6-9 Adams County Fair
20-23 Waushara County Fair
 
Mark your calendar and plan to 
attend your county annual meeting. 
Watch your mail for a postcard 
invite.
 
September
 9  Waushara County, 

7 p.m., Two20 Main, 
Wautoma

10  Winnebago County, 
location to be announced

15  Green Lake County, 7:30 
p.m., Farmview Event 
Barn, Berlin

19  Marquette County, 
7 p.m., Crystal Lake 
Townhall, Neshkoro

October
1  Juneau County, 7:30 

p.m., Club Chaparral, 
Wonewoc

5  Fond du Lac County, 
7:30 p.m., Radisson Inn, 
Fond du Lac
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District YFA Report 
Sally Turpin
District 5 YFA Representative

We had beautiful weather and a good turnout 
for our District 5 tubing event at Nordic Mountain 
in February. That feels like so long ago, and such 
a different time. It is crazy how quickly things can 
change. While there have been a lot of cancellations, 
hopefully we can still plan to hold some events for 
summer and fall. 

For anybody interested in applying for Excellence in Ag, the application 
deadline is June 15. The Excellence in Agriculture Award recognizes 
participants on their involvement in agriculture, leadership ability, 
involvement and participation in Farm Bureau and other civic and service 
organizations. Applicants must not have derived a majority of their income 
from a farm (that they own) for the past three years. 

For more information, visit https://bit.ly/WFBFExcellence20.
There isn’t an Achievement Award this year as the contest is getting 

reworked to include those who work full-time in production agriculture but 
may not be in a primary ownership role. We hope this change will allow 
more members to participate. 

At this point, we are tentatively planning to hold the District 5 Discussion 
Meet on Monday, August 24. The questions is: The decline in rural 
populations is accelerated by a poor farm economy. What solutions 
would enhance the vibrancy and economic sustainability of agriculture 
and rural communities? The YFA Discussion Meet gives a young member 
an opportunity to demonstrate his or her speaking skills on agricultural-
related topics. A contestant is judged on his or her problem-solving skills as 
he or she discuss timely topics with colleagues.

District 5 News

District 5 YFA members gathered for an afternoon of tubing, followed by pizza at 
Nordic Mountain near Mt. Morris.

District Promotion and Education Report 
Lynn Leahy
District 5 Promotion and 
Education Representative

Greetings, District 5 
Farm Bureau members. 

I’m Lynn Leahy and 
I’m the Promotion 
and Education District 
Representative on the 

WFBF Promotion and Education Committee. 
This is my fourth year on the committee. 

As we navigate these uncharted waters, I want 
to give you an update on what is happening on 
the promotion and education front. 

Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom wrapped 
up the essay contest at the end of April. The 
deadline was extended to April 24 with the 
mandated closure of schools. 

Predictably, the number of essays turned in 
to county coordinators is down considerably 
due to face-to-face teaching suspended during 
the time that most essays have normally been 
written. 

There were four counties in the district that 
submitted a county winning essay to me. The 
district and the state winner will be announced 

in the next newsletter as judging has not 
completed at the time of writing this article. 

Thank you to our county Farm Bureaus who 
stepped up to the plate. During these trying 
times, several county Farm Bureaus have elected 
to make dairy products or monetary donations 
to the local food pantries. 

Your generosity is appreciated by everyone in 
your communities. When looking at promotion 
and education, this is a great way to connect 
with our consumers and help them understand 
which food products are local to the area. 

Speaking of connecting with our consumers, 
it is time to start thinking about summer 
commodity promotional months. 

This summer, we have several national 
months coming up pertaining to a wide variety 
of different foods produced in Wisconsin. 

A few examples that are specific to our district 
include: May for beef, June for dairy, June for 
fresh fruits and vegetables, July for berries, July 
for hemp and August for goat cheese. 

June Dairy Month will look very different 
with the cancellation of many of the local dairy 
breakfasts. During this time, continue to keep 
an open mind about activities you can do and 
ways you can help in your local community. For 

example, contact your local FFAs or schools and 
put together a virtual farm tour for students.

We have seen many innovative happenings 
on social media during this time of crisis. Watch 
parties, video blogs or simply sharing district, 
WFBF or AFBF promotional materials are a few 
examples of how you can still promote while 
socially distancing. 

If you have not used social media a lot, now is 
a good time to jump in. 

To wrap up, your friends and family may have 
questions about why there is less food in grocery 
stores. Take this opportunity to contact them 
and tell the story of agriculture. 

If you need any assistance with your 
promotion and education events and resources, 
please contact me.

Thank you to the volunteers and members for 
what you do to promote Wisconsin agriculture. 
Your efforts do not go unnoticed. 

Have a great summer. Wishing you success 
for your farm and for your family.
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District 5 News
District Coordinator Update: A Year When There Were No County Fairs?
Becky Hibicki
District 5 Coordinator

“Are they really going to cancel the county 
fair?” asked my 13-year-old daughter. As I 
slowly nodded my head, I could see her eyes fill 
with tears. 

I understand why the decision had to be 
made, but the thought that my girls will not 
show their animals and participate in the Green 
Lake County Fair makes me sad. 

I showed at the same fair and it was always 
the highlight of my year. So many good 
memories were made. As soon as the fair was 

over, I starting preparing projects for the next 
year. Now, as a parent, I see my girls share that 
same excitement and enthusiasm that I had.

My girls could have chosen to be angry about 
the decision to cancel the fair still three months 
before the event. As a parent, that was my 
first reaction; however, they decided to finish 
strong. Each day they continue to train, lead, 
brush, wash and feed the animals. They are 
hopeful there will be an alternative way they can 
showcase their projects.

There are other hard working 4-H and FFA 
members who are continuing to work with 
their projects. Therefore, I want to dedicate this 

column to those members who are committed 
to finishing strong with their fair projects.

Included below and on Page 4 are children 
from District 5 Farm Bureau families with their 
county fair projects. Congratulations to the 
4-H and FFA members who continue to work 
with their projects, despite the uncertainty of 
COVID-19. Even though it is difficult, this year 
will be remembered, and many life lessons will 
be learned. You are true champions. 

If you want a family member to be 
recognized, please email me a photo. Photos 
will be posted on the county Facebook page 
throughout the summer.

Eli Olson, Adams County  Colton and Rylee Gabriel, Adams County Macy Weaver, Adams County Riley Weaver, Adams County

Karly Holley, Adams County Grace Clark, Fond du Lac County
Evelyn MacGowan, Green Lake 
County Nicholas Oft, Green Lake County David Oft, Green Lake County

Gavin Slark, Green Lake County Anna Hibicki, Green Lake County Lily and Rosy Hibicki, Green Lake County Ruby Hibicki, Green Lake County 

Kendyl, Macey and Tyson Rowe, Juneau County Ava Larrabee, Juneau County Karson Weber and Brennan and Dalton O’Rourke, Juneau County
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District 5 News

Ag in the Classroom Update
It was a very busy year. Just to refresh your memory our book of 

the year was, “Right this Very Minute,” and our topic was, How does 
agriculture affect what you eat, wear or the job you choose?

The students learned about cranberries, apples and conifers. In January, 
February and March they learned about soybeans, made hand lotion, 
made a snack we called snacking around Wisconsin, learned about sheep 
and got to pet two of the cutest little lambs and made edible soil. 

Each month we chose a different agriculture product that is produced 
in Wisconsin to teach about. 

For more information and photos, visit out Facebook page, Adams 
County Farm Bureau.

Parker Green, Juneau County Payton Green, Juneau County
Katie and Izzy Field, Juneau 
County

Jacob and Jeremy Zanotti, Marquette County Dayton and Wyatt Wolsdorf, Marquette County 

Brody Henke, Marquette County
Nolan Van Treeck, Marquette 
County

 Haiden Van Treeck, Marquette 
County Annalee Jarvis, Waushara County

Nellie Holig, Juneau County

Anton and Eloise Holig, Juneau 
County

Adams County wfbf.com/about/counties/adams
AdamsCountyFarmBureau

Deena Degner, Juneau CountyRyan Degner, Juneau County Kyle Degner, Juneau County

Beckett Finucan, Juneau County
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A Message From the President ...
Kay Olson-Martz
Adams County Farm Bureau president

To begin with, I hope this finds you, your 
families and friends doing well and being 
safe during this time of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Of course, this pandemic has changed our 
lives and the way we live. I thought, “Do 
I focus my message on this?” I have come 

to the conclusion, not to, as I think that is we hear about day and 
night. So instead, I have chosen to inform you of a few things your 
Farm Bureau has done during the last several months.

Your board approved a donation to the Adams-Friendship 
Student Council for the Student Leadership Conference. We also 
donated to the Hospital Foundation Fundraiser and the WFBF 
Annual Meeting for silent auction gifts; to the Growth Energy 
Grassroots program that was held in Wisconsin Dells; to the 
4-H Poultry and Rabbit Barn to be built at the Adams County 
Fairgrounds; to the FFA and 4-H organizations.

We had set aside money for grocery BINGO and the A-F 
Powerlifters fundraiser. Unfortunately, both of those events were 
canceled because of the pandemic. We will offer our scholarships 
again and you can find the information elsewhere in the newsletter. 

Our Ag in the Classroom program had a terrific year. Of course, 
we could not have our awards nor our year-end party for the essay 
contest. Because of school being canceled, we did not have time to 
pick up our essays and have the year-end finale. We will still have 
it as the teachers are emailing the essays and they will be judged as 
we do every year. 

When school begins, our first session will be to award the 
winners with their awards, have a party and introduce our program 
for the new year. We realize that some students may have moved or 
will be going to a different school and we have plans to get them 
their award and are ‘putting on our thinking caps’ to see that they 
will get as a treat for the party.

The students and teachers worked hard to complete the essays 
and as the essays are coming in from the teachers I can tell you 
that I am proud to say we should have 100 percent from the 10 
classrooms that we have taught. Please find pictures from our last 
few sessions elsewhere in the newsletter.

Membership is of course something we need to focus on every 
year. Each year we are asked to get 20 new voting members. I am 
pleased to say that even though it was difficult because of not being 
able to get out face-to-face to talk to prospective members, we did 
make our goal. Thank you to those who signed up new members.

I cannot thank Rural Mutual Insurance agents enough for 
helping sign up members and helping us reach our goal. By 
reaching our goal, we will receive a $1,000 bonus from WFBF to 
help with our programs. Our next goal is to have a voting gain. 
That deadline is September 30. If we reach that goal, it means and 
additional $800.

When you get your renewal notice, please send your dues back 
in right away. It helps us retain our membership and avoids having 
to collect delinquent dues. Membership dues are due every year 
on the date that you first signed up. I, along with your board of 
directors want to thank you for your continued yearly support as a 
member.

In closing, I pray that you stay healthy and safe.

Adams County wfbf.com/about/counties/adams
AdamsCountyFarmBureau

Enjoy this recipe from my kitchen to yours: 

 Rhubarb Upside-Down Cake
Total time: Prep: 20 min. Bake: 35 min. Yield: 10 servings

Directions
1.  Place rhubarb in a greased 10-in. cast-iron or other heavy oven proof skillet. 

Combine sugar, flour and nutmeg; sprinkle over rhubarb. Drizzle with 
butter; set aside. For batter, in a large bowl, beat the butter and sugar until 
blended. Beat in the egg. Combine the flour, baking powder, nutmeg and 
salt. Gradually add to egg mixture alternately with milk, beating well after 
each addition.

2.  Spread over rhubarb mixture. Bake at 350° until a toothpick inserted in the 
center comes out clean, 35 minutes. Loosen edges immediately and invert 
onto a serving dish. Serve warm. If desired, serve with whipped cream.

This turned out great. It will be one of my favorite rhubarb recipes. It does 
take longer to bake, mine took about 50 min but came out of the oven and 
dish perfectly.

I made two cakes. One using nutmeg as called for in the recipe. The second 
one I used cinnamon in place of the nutmeg. I prefer the one with cinnamon. 
I also added vanilla; increased the amount of rhubarb to 4 cups and used a 
10-inch glass pie plate. Also, I didn't alternate the flour mixture and milk. 
I poured the milk in the sugar eggs, mixed it well and stirred in the dry 
ingredients.

Upcoming Adams County Events
August
16 Corn ‘N Tater Festival, Grand Marsh Area Development
21-23 Badger Steam and Gas Show featuring International Harvester

September
18-20  Baraboo Swap Meet; auction starting at 10 a.m. on September 19. 

For more information, visit www.badgersteamandgas.com. 
25-27  Old Farmers Antique Club Fall Festival, Adams County Fair 

Grounds featuring Massey tractors and equipment
 
We do not know if these events will take place because of the pandemic but it is 
good to know the dates. Advertising will promote these events. Please watch for any 
updates if these events do get canceled. 

Farm Bureau Offers Scholarship
Adams County Farm Bureau will award scholarships to a graduating high 

school senior or to a student who is enrolled in college and or Mid-State 
Technical College who has not previously received a scholarship from the Farm 
Bureau.

To get a scholarship form, please contact Kay Olson-Martz at  
kolsonmartz@gmail.com. Scholarship forms are due by June 30.

Ingredients
• 3 cups sliced fresh or frozen rhubarb
• 1 cup sugar
• 2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
• 1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg
• 1/4 cup butter, melted

Batter
• 1/4 cup butter, melted
• 3/4 cup sugar
• 1 large egg, room temperature
• 1-1/2 cups all-purpose flour
• 2 teaspoons baking powder
• 1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg
• 1/4 teaspoon salt
• 2/3 cup 
• whipped cream, optional
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A Message From the President ...
Reuben Hopp
Fond du Lac County Farm Bureau president

I am struggling to come up with 
the right words for this president’s 
message. We are in a period of time 
(due to COVID-19) that I have never 
experienced in my lifetime. To see 
prices on the farm tumble as they did so 

quickly, it is mind boggling. I am sure many of you are feeling a 
lot of hardships. I want to put a more upbeat spin on this if I may.

I am sure you have had an opportunity to spend more time with 
your immediate family. Do not take that for granted. Enjoy every 
minute of it. It made me think of when I grew up and we did our 
chores and spent time playing family games, maybe that is why I 
still like to play some family games to this day.

I know the agriculture picture looks bleak; however, let’s hope 
and pray that his can turn around quickly and see better times in 
the latter part of 2020. The board members decided to support 
seven food pantries in Fond du Lac County in the amount of 
$2,500 to be used for dairy products. I hope that some families 
can enjoy delicious Wisconsin dairy products. 

I also hope that by the time our next newsletter comes out that 
the situation will look a lot better. Until then, God bless you.

Fond du Lac County wfbf.com/about/counties/fonddulac
FondduLacCountyFarmBureau

Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest Winner
Harley Rendmeister, a fifth-grade student from Campbellsport Elementary, 

was the Fond du Lac County Ag in the Classroom essay contest winner. 

My favorite foods for breakfast are bacon and eggs with cheese. But 
where did it come from? How was it produced? What would it be like 
without it? I cannot picture a world without bacon. 

Where did bacon, eggs and cheese come from? Well bacon came from 
the pigs the farmers sent to the meat market. The eggs came from the 
hens in the chicken coop. The cheese came from the cows that live in the 
barn. 

How did the farmer produce the bacon, eggs and cheese? The farmer 
produced the bacon by raising many pigs then when they are older they 
get sent to the meal market. The farmer produced the eggs by raising the 
hens that lay the eggs then the farmers collect the eggs package them, 
then ship them to stores. The farmer produced the cheese by sending milk 
to the factories where they make the cheese. 

What would it be like without bacon, eggs, and cheese? It would be 
awful we would not be able to make a quick breakfast in the mornings. 
Tacos would be dull with no cheese. We would not be able to have egg 
omelets and chickens would be useless other than for meal. 

My favorite foods for breakfast are bacon and eggs with cheese. Think 
about your favorite foods where did they come from other than the grocery 
store how were they made and what would it be like without it. Remember 
without agriculture we would not have our favorite foods today.

Farm Bureau Awards Scholarships

Farm Bureau Scholarships Awarded

Cayley Vande Berg, daughter 
of Chad and Tammy Vande 
Berg, was awarded a $250 
scholarship. Cayley is attending 
UW-River Falls for dairy science 
and ag business. She is the Wis-
consin Fairest of the Fairs.

Skylahr Murphy, daughter of Scott 
and Erin Murphy, was awarded a 
$250 scholarship. Skylahr 
graduated from Campbellsport 
High School and plans to attend 
UW-Milwaukee to pursue a career 
in architecture and urban planning.

Grant Buwalda, son 
of Dan and Kristie 
Buwalda, was awarded a 
$500 scholarship. Grant 
is attending UW-River 
Falls and is studying 
agriculture business.

Kaitlynn Steffes, daughter of 
Mark and Missy Steffes, was 
awarded a $500 scholarship. 
Kaitlynn graduated from 
New Holstein High School 
and plans to attend UW-
Platteville for ag education.

Kaylee Mess, daughter of Austin and 
Debra Mess, was awarded a $500 
scholarship. Kaylee is attending 
UW- Platteville and studying 
agriculture education.

Eleanor Karls, daughter of Jeff and 
Jaime Karls, was awarded a $500 
scholarship. Eleanor graduated 
from Oakfield High School and will 
attend Fox Valley Technical College 
to study ag business and science 
technology-animal science.

Michael Sabel, son of Steve and 
Janice Sabel, was awarded a $750 
scholarship. Michael will attend 
Fox Valley Technical College to 
study farm operations. He plans 
to return to the family farm. 

Green Lake County wfbf.com/about/counties/greenlake
GreenLakeCountyFarmBureau

 Jacob Mittelstadt, son of Charles and Gina Mittelstadt, 
was awarded a $500 scholarship. Jacob plans to attend 
UW-Platteville to study agricultural engineering. He 
wants to design and test more efficient and cost 
effective equipment for the agricultural industry. 
Ultimately, he wants to have a career as an agricultural 
engineer with a farm equipment manufacturing company.

Mason Swanke, son of Linda and Rich Swanke, was 
awarded a $500 scholarship. Mason will attend Fox Valley 
Technical College and studying to be an agri-business 
dairy technician. Mason’s long-term goal is to take over 
the family farm from his parents and operate it with his 
siblings. It’s important for Mason to further his education 
to be able to manage the family dairy herd efficiently.

Congratulations!



Summer Edition 7

A Message From the President ...
Peter Badtke
Green Lake County Farm Bureau president

Hello, Green Lake County Farm Bureau members.
While this pandemic has affected everything, all of us 

involved in agriculture, we must stay positive, we will get 
through this. In mid-April, Jim Hebbe and I had opportunities 
to be on conference calls with our elected leaders in 
Washington, D.C. 

I talked with Congressman Glen Grothman and Jim talked with Senator Ron 
Johnson. We discussed our concerns of the downturn we are facing and discussed 
possible solutions to help farmers survive. Thirty minutes after my conference call 
with Congressman Grothman, he was talking with U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Purdue. 

This is your grassroots organization speaking for the hardships we are dealing with 
and making a difference right here in Green Lake County. Your membership is more 
important now, so please keep your membership up to date.

Another thing I want to add is let us keep an eye out for each other and check in 
with friends and neighbors who may be struggling with stress, anxiety and depression. 
A simple phone call or short visit can really brighten someone’s day. As farmers we 
tend to not see many people in a normal day and especially now when we have been 
distanced from others, so let us show our love and compassion for each other.

I wish you good planting and for better markets. Stay strong. Stay healthy.

Green Lake County wfbf.com/about/counties/greenlake
GreenLakeCountyFarmBureau

Ag in the Classroom Essay Winner
Colton Shurpit, a fifth-grade student at Princeton Public 

Elementary School was the Ag in the Classroom essay 
winner. 

Do think farmers are important? I believe they are 
important. They provide food and milk, wool, leather and 
wood, and they give different kinds of oils to cook with.

I believe farms are important because they give us food 
and milk. The food comes from cows, pigs, chickens and 
wheat. Some foods that are able to be eaten are beans, corn, 
carrots, onions apples and cranberries. The milk comes 
from cows. Fun Fact: Milk comes from more than cows, for 
example goats also give milk. 

Some farms give us materials like wood, leather and 
wool. Wool is from sheep. Wool is used for clothes and 
pillows. Leather is from cows. It makes footballs, baseballs 
and baseball gloves. Wood is from trees. People grow them, 
and later they cut them down. Wood makes houses, doors 
and tables. 

Farms provide oils for cooking. For example, there is olive 
oil, vegetable oil, popcorn oil and avocado oil. 

These are some reasons why farms are important. Farms 
affected my life keeping me alive by keeping me healthy, 
providing equipment for sports, giving houses doors, 
furniture, clothes and pillows.

 Green Lake County Farm Bureau board of director Steve Kutz volunteered at the Green Lake Food 
Pantry. The Farm Bureau donated $500 to the pantry that was matched by Webster’s Marketplace in 
Ripon. The donation will be used to purchase dairy products.

Donations to Local Food Pantry

Juneau County wfbf.com/about/counties/juneau
JuneauCountyFarmBureau

Farm Bureau Scholarship Awarded
Isabell Kemper, daughter 
of Chris Kemper and Becky 
Keach, was awarded a 
$250 scholarship. Kemper 
graduated from Mauston 
High School. She will 
attend UW-River Falls 
to pursue a degree in 
agri-business and 
agriculture 
communications.

Thank you to Webster’s Marketplace for matching the Green 
Lake County Farm Bureau $500 donation to the Green Lake 
Food Pantry.

Heart of the Farm Introduces ‘Coffee Chat’ 
UW-Madison Division of Extension’s Heart of the Farm Women in 

Agriculture program started hosting a online ‘Coffee Chats’ series in different 
locations, times and dates across the state on May 12.

The Heart of the Farm-Women in Agriculture Conference series is an 
Extension program that addresses the needs of farm women by providing 
education on farm business topics, connecting them with agricultural resources 
and creating support networks. 

Due to COVID-19, the 2020 Heart of the Farm-Women in Ag Conferences  
were canceled so it was switched to an online way to connect. 

Relationships: Nurturing Healthy Relationships Under Times of Stress: 
Bidding for Connection, June 10. During this session learn what bids for 
connection are and why they matter in building and maintaining a healthy 
relationship.

For more information, visit https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/heartofthefarm or 
contact the Extension county educator Alena Voss at alana.voss@wisc.edu.
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A Message From the President ...
Richard Sheahan
Juneau County Farm Bureau president

As I write this column, our 
communities, our state, our nation 
and the world are faced with a deadly 
pandemic. We have not experienced 
such a crisis in more than a 100 years. 
The safer in place orders have helped 

lower the curve, to prevent over tasking our healthcare centers. 
Many people are practicing social distancing and using masks to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. The slowdown has adversely 
affected businesses, schools, churches and has stressed many 
families. Government action has helped individuals, small and 
large businesses weather the storm. Also, there is aid targeting 
farmers in different commodity groups. The pandemic has 
caused milk to be disposed of, because of markets lost. The desire 
to reopen the country, has divided the nation over getting the 
economy going and keeping COVID-19 under control.

Your county Farm Bureau board members had a conference call 
meeting to take care of business. 
•  We decided to donate $50 to each of the five county food 

pantries, to help families in need. The donation will be 
earmarked toward dairy products. 

•  The board is pleased to announce that Isabell Kemper was the 
recipient of the $250 scholarship. 

•  We also set our date for the annual meeting: October 1 at 
Chapparal Restaurant.

•  The Cheese and Wine Tasting event, that was scheduled for April 
4, had to be canceled because of COVID-19. The board will 
decide later as to reschedule or wait until next spring.

Also, long-time board member Richard Santas is recovering at 
the Sauk County Healthcare Center and would enjoy hearing from 
his friends. Please send cards or letters to: Albit Resicare LLC, c/o 
Richard Santas, 504 Salsbery Circle, Hillsboro, WI 54634. 

In closing, I wish you and your families best wishes during this 
challenging and serious time.

Juneau County wfbf.com/about/counties/juneau
JuneauCountyFarmBureau

Ag in the Classroom Update
By Tonra Degner, Ag in the Classroom chair

Juneau County received a total of 173 essays despite COVID-19 and online 
school. We are proud of every student who participated. 

The judges met on April 27 and selected winners. 
Trophies and prizes will be delivered to the schools in 
September. Please share this information with other 
teachers in your school not on my email list.

Katelyn Field from Wonewoc-Center is a trophy 
winner and her essay will be sent on to the district 
competition. Other trophy winners are Brynley Victoria Burns from St. Paul's 
Lutheran School, Dawson Stickney from New Lisbon and Peyton Pulliam 
from Wonewoc-Center.

Honorable mentions go to Ben Thompson from New Lisbon, Miranda 
Steinmetz from Grayside-Mauston, Addison Ebert from Wonewoc-Center and 
Chandon Russell from Grayside-Mauston. 

Judges also selected the most creative essay, which was by Elliana Ferguson 
from Grayside-Mauston. There were many great essays. The students did a fine 
job. Thank you to those who participated. 

Katelyn Field is a fifth grade student at Wonewoc-Center Elementary 
School.

How Has Wisconsin Agriculture Affected Your Life Today?

Being a farmer in Wisconsin affects my life in numerous ways. You 
might wonder what it is like to be a farmer. No worries, I will tell you all 
about farm life. After this essay is done, don’t be afraid to look for a job in 
agriculture because it is the best job even though some days are really tough. 

There are some difficult parts of farming too. Usually your day starts 
early and ends late. Starting at 5:00 am there are chores to do. Feeding all 
the animals, milking, working in the fields, and fixing the machinery 
takes all day. At the end of the day, farmers feel worn out. Even though 
farmers work so hard they get paid very little. Farmers also worry about 
bugs and the weather. Farming is a very challenging career choice.

However, farming has many advantages. Seeing babies being born and 
cuddling them is very relaxing. Everyone in the family pitches in when 
it is time to work. After a while chores get easier to do and you feel proud 
after you do chores. Also, farming helps us learn to be responsible and 
independent. In farming, you are the boss. Farming is a very exciting way 
of life. 

County Awards $250 Scholarships to Area Students

Marquette County wfbf.com/about/counties/marquette
MarquetteCountyFarmBureau

Jenna Fenner graduated 
from Westfield Area 
High School and plans to 
attend UW-Eau Claire for 
nursing.

Ethan Wagner graduated from 
Montello High School and plans 
to attend Ripon College to study 
biotechnology.

Con
grat
ula

tions
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A Message From the President ...
Aaron Wachholz
Marquette County Farm 
Bureau president

Happy summer, 
Marquette County.

Crazy times. 
That is the only 
way to describe the 

events of the last few weeks. Who could ever 
have guessed how this virus would affect our 
society, our businesses and our farms? Who 
would have guessed that meeting with friends 
at restaurants, taverns and in church would 
become temporarily against the law?

The events leading to our current situation 
are quite extraordinary. It is very easy to remain 
pessimistic and be bitter about the bad things: 
many without work and income, reduced hours 
of work, plummeting markets with no sign of 
recovery, a cold spring that has hindered growth 
of newly planted crops and pastures and the odd 
behavior of some people acting in fear of the 
unknown by hoarding food and necessities.

There also is a growing animosity toward the 
Governor and President for not opening our 
economy instead of extending safer-at-home 
order until the end of May. 

It causes us to become angry, frustrated, 
scared and even complacent. Many are 

concerned for their well-being. Will their farm 
or business survive and be able to thrive again? 

Our human nature makes it easy to feel 
negative, but let’s turn it around. There is hope 
and good in this. Being at home, we spend more 
time with the ones we love the most. So often 
the business of life deters us from family time. 
It’s easy to lose sight of this.

Although it may not seem like a blessing 
for us in agriculture, our work is always there. 
People are realizing that farming is essential. 
Without us, no one will eat. When is the last 
time you remember being thanked for being a 
farmer?

Markets may be ugly, but this is when 
strength in numbers counts. More than ever 
before, it is vital to be a Farm Bureau member. 
Our WFBF Board of Directors and staff are 
working tirelessly on our behalf to bring 
relief and aid to us. Constant pressure and 
lobbying were done to see that U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture Sonny Perdue drafted a monetary 
relief program through USDA for those in 
production agriculture. 

They continue to lobby so that Governor 
Evers provides state aid as well.

Stand with us. Be a proud Wisconsin farmer. 
We can get through this and prosper again. 
But truly, it’s not our own strength, or our own 
knowledge or our own management skills but 

it’s God’s grace and his blessing upon those gifts 
he gave you that will make a difference and see 
us through this time. Markets may fall, 401Ks 
disintegrate, jobs come and go, but God is 
always there. Unlike us, He never changes.

Take this opportunity to stop and realize 
how much we can really control. What can we 
control other than the amount we spend in our 
businesses or on our farms? We cannot control 
the weather, markets or even our own existence. 

The Lord truly is and always has been the 
only constant in all of this. He promised in His 
Word in Romans 8:28: “All things work out for 
the good of those who love Him who have been 
called according to his purpose.”

Our God blessed this country and made 
it great. He is still here, and maybe this is a 
wakeup call for us to remember Him. We 
include God when we have prayers and 
invocations at our meetings. 

Shouldn’t He be our valued partner in all our 
work? 

Be faithful in your work, my friends. Stay 
positive and do not dwell on the negative. Join 
with fellow farmers and others in agriculture 
through Farm Bureau to rally our cause.

Ultimately, find peace and assurance that God 
will lead us through this. He has been faithful in 
the past, and he will continue to be faithful in 
His care of us.

wfbf.com/about/counties/marquette
MarquetteCountyFarmBureau

Marquette County

wfbf.com/about/counties/waushara
WausharaCountyFarmBureau

Waushara County
Ag in the Classroom Essay Winner

Natalie Butzin is a fifth-grade student 
from Wild Rose Elementary School and 
she wrote the winning essay.

Farming for US
Introduction

Wisconsin agriculture is a large 
part of everyone’s life. It keeps many 
businesses working and everyone’s life 
going. Farms are the places that all of 
your food comes from and farmers are 
the people that run those farms. You may 
be a farmer even if you don’t know it. If 
you keep a garden, raise poultry, grow 
crops or make clothing you are a farmer. 
Why do we need farming? 

You may wonder why we need 
farming; farming allows people to 
stay in one place therefore we can settle 
our families and build a thriving 
community. That is the reason the 
US has such a great government, 
environment and school system. It is all 
because of farming. 

How Farming Affects My Life
My family and I grow a garden and 

raise chickens and that provides most of 
our food, but some things just can’t be 
grown in a garden. We have to rely on 
the store to have our food, but the store 
has to rely on the shipping company and 
the shipping company has to rely on all 
those hard-working farmers. 
Farming Today

Farms produce 515 pounds of 
vegetables and fresh fruit, 193 pounds 
of poultry from tiny little fish to very 
large cows. Cows produce about 8 gallons 
a day averaging 25,000 gallons of milk 
per year. 
Conclusion

So remember next time you want 
some fresh fruit, a juicy hamburger, 
frozen peas or a nice warm sweater to 
wear, thank all the farmers that work 
from dawn to dusk on holidays and 
birthdays to provide you with your 
meals and clothing. Farms are the 
reason you live the way you do. 

County Scholarships Offered
Waushara County Farm Bureau is offering the Gordon 

Krentz Memorial Scholarship and the Bleskey Memorial 
Scholarship. 

Please note the application deadline for both 
scholarships has been extended to July 1.
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Message From Rural Mutual Insurance Agent
By Victor R Magnus

Greetings 
from Ukraine. 

I first want 
to thank the 
Waushara 
County 
Farm Bureau 

members and Rural Mutual Insurance for their 
continued support while I am deployed.

In Ukraine, 
farming is very 
important and 
has historical 
significance. 
The description 
of the flag: The golden yellow symbolizes 
fields of wheat and the blue represents the sky, 
mountains and streams of Ukraine. Currently, 
the fields here are tilled and awaiting planting.

The landscape here is startling similar to 
Wisconsin. At times it is easy to miss home and 
the beautiful state in which we live. 

I want to wish you the successes during 
these unprecedented times that the agricultural 
community is facing. I struggle to grasp the 
impact of everything happening while I am half 
a world away on a small five-acre base in western 
Ukraine. We are sheltered from the severity, but 
not the impacts of social distancing. COVID-19 
has impacted our mission on how we advise the 
Ukrainian military combat training center. 

As the Joint Mission Training Group-
Ukraine, we are here to advise on how to 
increase capacity and capability in training and 
preparing their armed forces for combat. From 
meeting outside in pairs, to speaking on the 
phone with a linguist, it is a challenge that we 
remain committed to as soldiers. 

I have had an incredible time advising as the 
Combat Training Center Operations Sergeants 
Major. I have been working with my soldiers, 
Canadians, Lithuanians, Polish and Ukrainian 
service members in developing potential future 
doctrine, 
designing 
large scale 
maneuver 
training 
events, and 
forging new 
friendships.

Never, 
would I have 
imagined to 
have had an 
opportunity 
to visit 
Ukraine, let 
alone live 
here and 
advise their 
military.

If you are 
interested 

in following the 32nd BDE HQ as TF 
Juvigny, visit our Facebook page by searching 
JMTGUkraine. 

I want to leave you with a prayer I found 
online.

 Almighty Father, with every green shoot that rises 
from the dirt, and with every new animal that is 
born, remind us of the spiritual life that is budding 
and being born in our lives. And we will give you 
the praise that is due your name. In the name of 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
God bless you.

County Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest Winner
Josephine Quam, a fourth-grade student from 

Winneconne Public Elementary School, wrote 
the winning essay.

How Agriculture Affects My Life Today
Agriculture has impacted my family in 

many ways. My family has a garden of 
our own. Agriculture impacts our food and 
drink. Lastly, agriculture impacts my 
family because of the clothes that we wear. 

Gardening has impacted my family 
because it helps us grown healthy and 
fresh fruits. For example, we grow 
Sungold tomatoes, cherry tomatoes and 
Beefsteak tomatoes. These fruits provide 
us Vitamin C, Vitamin K and Potassium. 
Gardening helps you exercise. For example, 

planting, raking or even just watering is 
exercise. Also, flowers attract bees which 
pollinate the flowers which helps the 
environment. 

Agriculture impacts my family 
because of the food and drinks we have. 
The milk we drink goes thought a long 
process. First, the farmers have to grass 
feed the cows. They use a machine called a 
Rotolactor to milk them. The milk is then 
tested. If it meets quality standards, they 
send the milk to get packaged. After that, 
it goes to a grocery store, in fact probably 
the one you go to. Much of the food we eat 
comes from farms. 

Agriculture impacts from family 
because of the clothes that we wear. For 

example, cotton farms 
produce cotton which 
can be made into all 
sorts of things like jeans, t-shirts and 
leggings. 

Look at the tag on your clothes, it might 
say 100% cotton that means super soft. 
Also, agriculture impacts my family 
because of the things that are leather that 
our family uses. Real leather is made of 
cow skin, goat skin and buffalo skin. 

All in all, agriculture impacts my 
family in many ways. Farmers do not 
get vacations for sick days. They take 
care of their animals or crops in or in order 
to keep them healthy to produce good food. 
Farmers have a very important job.

Winnebago County wfbf.com/about/counties/winnebago
WinnebagoCountyFarmBureau

Rural Mutual Insurance agent Victor Magnus from Wautoma is a member of the National Guard. He 
is serving in Ukraine for one year. 
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Dairy Promotion Update
By Dan Hinz

Dairy cows cannot be turned off, dairy 
farmers in the county continue to work hard 
and produce high milk for food products for 
people to enjoy.  During these challenging times 
with COVID-19, we decided to cancel the 
2020 Breakfast on the Farm.  We also planned 
on doing a chocolate milk promotion with 
the Oshkosh Marathon in April and a cheese 
promotion with a national car meet with Model 
A’s at the EAA grounds in June.  All these events 
have been canceled.  

Our dairy promotion plans for 2020 have 
changed and evolved into many new ideas to 
support our local communities.  It was time 
for our committee to meet via conference 
calls and Team Meetings. We put a plan in 
motion. We had already received some breakfast 
sponsorship money for the year.  Committee 
members contacted businesses who we received 
donation checks and asked them if they 

wanted it refunded or to be used for other 
dairy promotion events this year.  With the 
help of many great businesses, we are excited to 
announce that we can do a few new events in 
the county this year with more being planned 
for later this year.  

1,000 pounds of string cheese 
was purchased and delivered 
throughout the county to be 
distributed with school lunch 
meals. Butter was purchased and 
donated to local food pantries 
in the county. May is National 
Beef Month. The Beef Promotion 
Committee did a Drive-Thru 
Steak Fry with Beck’s Meat at their 
downtown location.  The dairy 
promotion committee provided 
some milk and dairy products to 
go along with their meals.  We are 
trying to make sure everyone is 
keeping dairy in their diet during 

these challenging times to maintain the health 
benefits of dairy products.  The nutrients in 
milk can boost your immune system.  

Thank you to our many sponsors and please 
watch for more pop-up events that happen 
throughout the year in our ever changing world.

Winnebago County wfbf.com/about/counties/winnebago
WinnebagoCountyFarmBureau

Board member Dan Hinz delivered a case 
of butter to the Salvation Army in 
Oshkosh. The Farm Bureau donated six 
cases of butter to area food pantries.

(from left): Charlie Knigge, Dan Hinz and 
Rob Stone delivered 1,000 packages of 
string cheese to schools in Omro, 
Winneconne and Oshkosh. 

Charlie Knigge and Rob Stone delivered 
string cheese to the Omro schools for the 
lunch program.

Charlie and Rob Stone delivered string 
cheese to the Winneconne schools for the 
lunch program. 

County Farm Bureau Promotes Beef
May is Beef Month. To celebrate the Winnebago County Farm Bureau held a Drive By Steak Fry on 

May 9 at Beck’s Meats in Oshkosh. 
Steak and cheeseburger meals were sold. In addition, the county provided milk. 
The event was a very successful. Thank you to those who purchased meals and to the volunteers who 

helped make it possible. 
Also, thanks to our sponsors: Beck's Meat Processing; Poppy Family Farms; Badger State Hoof Care, 

LLC; Rural Mutual Insurance Company, Ella Tokarski; Kriha's Heaven Hill Farm; and Dairy Farmers of 
Wisconsin.

Thank You Farmers
We are so thankful for our farmers. 

They are true heroes, working day in and 
day out to supply us with food. We have 
partnered with R&L Real Estate Team at 
REMAX On The Water and Image 360, 
Inc., to help show our appreciation. 

If you or your business want to 
show your 
support, 
please let us 
know and we 
will get you 
a sign.

Madelynn, Vanessa and Scarlett 
Poppy handed out milk chugs 
with steak and cheeseburger 
meals. 

On May 9, a great group of volunteers worked during the county’s first ever Drive By, 
Steak Fry at Beck’s Meats.
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