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District 4 News

Hold Onto Your Hats
Joe Bragger
WFBF District 4 Director

I want to say that “it’s that time
of year again” when county Farm
Bureaus around the state get together
to discuss, debate and finally pass
policy resolutions that will reach the
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation
delegates when we gather both in
person and virtually or perhaps just
virtually depending on how the COVID-19 situation continues.
Yet it is not really that time of year again as so much has
changed as to how business is conducted and how we adjust to
a ‘new normal.’ I must admit – perhaps I look better with a face
mask. They even make some stylish ones now rather than the
old 3M masks we used to wear when shoveling out the bin.
Either way, the world might be little different, but the one
thing that is apparent and that I am so proud of is the emphasis
that members put on the policy development process. WFBF
recently completed a survey of 2019 delegates to determine if
members would attend the WFBF Annual Meeting this year or
if they would be interested in a virtual experience instead.
The results to the questions were split about equally. A large
majority was somewhat indifferent as to how the meeting was
held or whether or not they were comfortable attending in
person; however, an overwhelming majority – approximately
75 percent – believe that the business session was the most
important and indicated their desire to make sure the work
got done. This is so typical of us farmers, abandon everything
else but make sure the hay gets made in time and the corn and
beans get to the bin.
Wisconsin Farm Bureau is highly respected in Madison and
Washington, D.C., because of the strong and honest work ethic
of its membership. The work on our policy that is driven from
county membership matters. Please take the time to see when
your county annual meeting and attend, bring your policy
recommendations and together we can change agriculture and
our rural communities for the better.
If your personal situation puts you at risk in large gatherings
preventing you from attending your county annual meeting,
please contact your county Farm Bureau president or other
board members and express your ideas. I promise they will be
discussed.
As always, enough is too much.
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Winner of Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest
Alyssa Tubbs of Hixton was named the
2020 District 4 Ag in the Classroom essay
contest winner.
Tubbs recently completed fourth grade at
Red Creek Elementary School in Black River
Falls.
She is the child of Scott and Heidi
Tubbs of Hixton and her teacher was Mary
Danielson.
Her essay, entitled “My Life with
Wisconsin Agriculture” advanced to the
state contest in May. Tubbs received a prize
package including a yard sign, Culver’s gift
card, a plaque and a selection of books and
activity books.
Nearly 1,600 essays were submitted for the
Ag in the Classroom essay contest. Lindsay
Geiger, a fourth-grade student from Chilton,
was named the winner in the state contest
and also received a prize package.
Alyssa’s winning essay.

In May, Alyssa Tubbs of Hixton was
named the District 4 Ag in the
Classroom essay contest winner.

My Life With Wisconsin Agriculture

Wisconsin agriculture is all around me. The foods I eat, the clothing I
wear, and the objects I use every day are made from Wisconsin agriculture
products.
Many of the foods I eat come from local farms. Meats I eat include
beef, pork, and chicken. My family bought a pig at the fair raised by a
4-H member. I love the bacon, sausage, and roast we made from it. My
grandparents get a beef cow from the farmer that rents their land. They
share the steaks, beef sticks, and hamburger from the steer with us. I love
steaks on the grill!
I eat a lot of fruits and vegetables from Wisconsin farms. I enjoy going to
the orchard down the road. In the summer, we get up early to pick blueberries.
We have to wait for the 7 am bell to ring before we can start picking. In the
fall, we go back and pick apples that we eat, dehydrate, and use to make
applesauce and apple crisp. We also buy honey and cheese curds there. At the
local farmers market, we purchase vegetables such as potatoes, cucumbers,
string beans, and sweet corn. Corn on the cob is yummy with lots of melted
butter.
Objects that I use every day are made with Wisconsin products. My
favorite blanket is made form the wool of my grandma’s lambs. At school, I
use paper and pencils which are Wisconsin forestry products. Of course, my
family uses many paper products made from trees such as toilet paper, paper
towels, napkins, paper plates, and tissues. Our dining table and chairs are
made from oak trees. In our kitchen, we have maple cupboards made by a
local wood shop.
Can you imagine your life without Wisconsin agriculture? I can’t.
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WFBF Hosts Phone Call with Congressman Kind
By Shane Goplin, Trempealeau County Farm Bureau President

As we entered the spring of 2020, I don’t think anyone
could have expected how much our lives were going to
be affected. What once was normal, has now become a
wish.
When we started to learn new words, such as COVID
or corona, we were forced to learn new lifestyles.
Attending a Farm Bureau meeting, going to church on
Sunday and even going out to eat on a Friday night to
enjoy a fish dinner were suddenly absent from our lives.
But then came the disruption of our agricultural markets. It seemed that in
a blink of an eye, our agricultural products were being disposed of before they
could even reach the processing facility.
Prices plummeted throughout all of agriculture – milk, beef, hogs, grains.
Many of us were ready for a new beginning when we entered the year 2020; a
new year, a new decade, a new beginning. As we witnessed the dramatic price
decline this spring, our hopes of bouncing back, quickly dwindled.
Our leadership took this as a call to action. Farm Bureau has worked tirelessly
to help out and explore ways to help out the American farmer. Given the long
and positive relationship we have with our elected officials, I along with several
other members in the district, were part of conference calls with Congressman
Ron Kind to explore specific needs of farmers throughout our country.
One of the programs that Congressman Kind educated us on was the Paycheck
Protection Program. This allowed some producers that may have had to let go of
employees, to be granted a forgivable loan to retain employees for 2 ½ months.
When you go to the Wisconsin Farm Bureau website there is a link to several
member benefits. They include insurance, travel and a whole host of other
benefits.
The biggest benefit I see as a Farm Bureau member is the relationship we have
with our elected officials. To be able to be in constant contact with them at the
local, state and national level, is something that may seem small to some, but for
me is a benefit that I take advantage of often.
Thank you to everyone that is striving to keep agriculture alive and well.
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Kim Pokorny Named Wisconsin Farm
Bureau’s Chief Administrative Officer
Kim Pokorny has been selected as
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation’s Chief
Administrative Officer.
Pokorny will oversee day-to-day operations
and staff for the Madison-based, Wisconsin
Farm Bureau Federation, which is the state’s
largest general farm organization.
“I’m thrilled to bring my expertise and
passion for agriculture to the Wisconsin
Farm Bureau Federation,” said Pokorny. “I look forward
to working with the staff, board and members to develop
opportunities and solutions to advance agriculture in Wisconsin.
I’m grateful for the opportunity to return back to my roots in
agriculture.”
Pokorny most recently served as the executive director for
the Wisconsin Veterinary Medical Association where she led
operations of the organization.
Additionally, she led the Food Armor® Foundation. Prior to
her involvement with WVMA, Pokorny served as a program
manager for the Professional Dairy Producers.
“I’m excited to welcome Kim to the Wisconsin Farm Bureau
family,” said WFBF Vice President and Interim CAO Dave
Daniels. “She has a great knowledge of agriculture and comes
with extensive experience with other non-profit associations. She
is an active member of the Dodge County 4-H and Waupun
FFA Alumni. Kim was also a member of the Wisconsin Ag
Coalition.”
Kim grew up on a registered Brown Swiss farm in Monroe.
Today, she and her husband, Doyle, reside on a small farm in
Waupun with their three children Dylon, Katrina and Cameron.
Pokorny succeeds Dave Daniels, who served as the WFBF’s
interim CAO. She begins her duties as CAO on August 17.
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A Comfortable Planting Season
Despite a global pandemic, it was an exceptionally positive spring in the field. Members across the district have shared the highs and lows of planting
season from their respective counties.
Chris Ellis, Buffalo County

We planted corn, soybeans, alfalfa and spring wheat. We started
planting corn and beans on April 30 and finished at a record pace by
May 8.
This year, planting was ahead of most years. It stayed cool for three
weeks after planting, which hurt emergence on some of our wet, cool
soils. We had to replant some areas.
First crop hay started on May 27, and the yield was really good.
2020 has been full of interesting challenges. Stay positive and farm on.
Chris Ellis, Buffalo County

Al Ferries, Monroe County

At Spring Valley Holsteins, we grow Italian ryegrass, alfalfa and
corn. We started seeding around the April 2.
Thanks to the weather cooperating and the long hours of our custom
manure haulers, we started planting corn on May 5, and finished up on
May 16.
This year the corn was planted before we even had started the past two
years.
Alfalfa got started here on June 5, and the bunker was covered on June
10. The hay was a little short compared with previous years.
At the time of this writing, the dairy prices are at least showing some
optimism.
Clint Sampson, Jackson County

Brian Maliszewski, Trempealeau County

Spring is what I wait for all winter long, preparing, planning and
planning some more for what I think will happen.
Breakdowns have been at a minimum, help has been in abundance.
The soil conditions had gotten so dry that I hardly did any tillage.
Even the cover crops were bigger than normal. The soil conditions were
so good that the new seeding alfalfa got planted before I had time to do a
burn-down spray.
Other crops planted are corn and soybeans, which two planters go
at the same time getting everything done by May 14. Planting,
fertilizing, spraying, manure hauling and even making fence for cattle
on pasture was done in record time or in comparison three weeks sooner
than last year.
To get that done and have a week to spare before first crop hay is
almost unheard of. Even my wife was shocked. To get first crop hay
done before Memorial Day is early for me. To top it off, the rain has come
in a timely fashion and still is to this day.

Darby Sampson, Jackson County

Darby Sampson, Jackson County

We started planting on April 22 and ended May 12.
This year, we planted corn and soybeans.
Overall, the season was much earlier than the last few years.
Our biggest challenge was trying to seed in waterways. Big rain
events caused some waterways to be filled in or wash out completely.
We fixed and reseeded this spring but unfortunately got washed out
again.
We have hay but only take two cuttings of buffer strips and
waterways so we aren't on a ‘normal’ hay schedule.
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Growing Stronger Though the Storm
Cassie Sonnentag
WFBF District 4 Coordinator

June 6 was highlighted on our calendar for
well over a year. Ever since my husband, Allen,
and I had gotten engaged, we looked forward to
spending our wedding day with our extended
families and friends.
The countdown was on, and as we entered
the final 100 days of our engagement, our plans
were being finalized for our “best day ever.”
Unexpectedly, COVID-19 had other plans.
From local policies to state-wide restrictions, it
quickly became apparent that our wedding day
would not happen the way we had originally
imagined.
As a family of farmers, we are no stranger
to the unexpected; it is not uncommon for a
weather event to impact the future of a crop,
an implement to experience an unforeseen
mechanical error or to drop to your knees in
prayer to get through a difficult season. In times
where the unexpected can seem unbearable, we
have learned to hold tight to the things we can
control while we navigate the storm.
When you look at any given relationship,
it bears a striking resemblance to a cropping
season. When a relationship begins, it is much
like planting a seed: you don’t know what the
future holds, but you know where it comes
from, see its potential and feel the excitement of
a new beginning.
As seeds and relationships sprout, you watch
the roots take hold and exponential growth
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happen over time. Proper care in both scenarios
is necessary to reach maturity. Both experience
challenges and weather storms, but, with a little
faith, both can come out stronger because of it.
In less than 100 days, we went from a
350-person guest list to 10 to 40. We navigated
vendor changes, local restrictions and numerous
other challenges that tested our ability to get
married.
As a couple, we agreed that it did not matter
how we celebrated, how the day looked or what
we could or couldn’t do; what mattered was
having one another and beginning our lives
together as husband and wife.
We still got married on June 6; on a hillside
overlooking our family’s farm, we promised
ourselves to one another alongside our
immediate families and a few of our very closest
friends.
While it might have looked different from
our original plans, it was still perfect in every
single way.
COVID-19 was a storm for us, but we also
know we could have gone through a whole lot
worse.
When the harvest season rolls around, you
do not forget the highs and lows of the growing
season, but they matter little compared with the
celebration of a successful harvest.
Similarly, when you look back on your life,
the trials and tribulations you encountered are
not nearly as important as the memories you
have made and the people you shared them
with.

Photo taken by Breeanna Kay Photography

Much like kernels in a hopper, the
experiences you share in a relationship continue
to add up. The more you add to the hopper, the
more successful the harvest – or relationship.
COVID-19 may have presented our
relationship with an unexpected storm, but we
came out stronger together because of it. We
had each other to fall on for support throughout
it all, and when it comes to marriage, that is
what matters most.
We are just beginning to fill our hopper of
memories, but we are already well on our way to
a bin-busting life together.
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Finding Treasures in My Parents’ House
By Ed Rippley, Buffalo County Farm Bureau President

For the past four months, I have been
cleaning out my parents’ house since they moved
into an assisted living facility in Fountain City.
Recently, I came across a book called "The
Farm Bureau Through Three Decades: The Story
of the Birth, and Accomplishments of a Great
Farm Organization that has become a Potent
Force in Public Affairs.”
The book was
written in 1948 by Orville Merton Kile. The
name inside the front cover of the book is
Wilmar Rosenow, who was one of the founding
members of the Buffalo County Farm Bureau.
He must have given it to the next generation of
Farm Bureau officers at the time of retirement.
Contributing to the book the first four
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Presidents have a
chapter of the successes and failures of the time
that they served.
Would the early members and directors ever
have dreamed of holding a virtual meeting
via computer screens in the comfort of their
own homes? Telling my dad how we have been hosting meetings due to
COVID-19 is something he cannot comprehend.
Living at St. Michaels Assisted Living in quarantine has been hard
on them. At first no visits, just phone calls, but now we can set up an
appointment to visit outside for 30 minutes.
We have had our fair share of challenges during the past few months.
Life can only get better, right?

Any Way You Slice It, We Are All in
This Together
By Emily Kaltenberg, Buffalo County Farm Bureau Promotion and Education chair

Buffalo County Farm Bureau was proud to
partner with Suncrest Gardens Pizza Farm to host an
event to support our local farmers and community
during the pandemic.
On May 3, the Buffalo County Farm Bureau
offered $5 large pizzas – with a focus on products
that support local agriculture.
The event sold out within a few days with more
than 130 pizzas pre-ordered and sold. The event allowed customers
to schedule a time for pick-up and pizzas were delivered to cars when
customers arrived.
The Buffalo County Farm Bureau also accepted donations during this
event to be put towards the milk that would be donated to the Alma
Food Pantry and we saw great support for that, as well.
Thank you to Heather at Suncrest Gardens Pizza Farm for her work
in helping to coordinate the event, with new systems and approaches to
be able to accommodate the restrictions at the time.

Buffalo County Seeks Beef Calf Grant Applicants
Mara Brunner was the recipient of the
Buffalo County Farm Bureau Dairy Calf Grant.
As many fairs have canceled due to COVID19, the calf grant committee has made the
decision to hold the grant money and allow
Mara to redeem the grant next year with the
hopes of a more robust show season.
We will still offer an additional 2021 Dairy
Calf Grant for another recipient.
The Beef Calf Grant is still available. This
grant awards $300 towards the purchase of a
beef animal for show. This may be a steer, or
a heifer intended for breeding purposes. The
grant money will be awarded in 2020 for the
animal intended to be shown in 2021.
Applications are due August 31.
For more information or to request an application, please contact Taliah
Danzinger at taliahdanzinger@gmail.com or 608.332.3889.
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Buffalo County Farm Bureau Donates
Milk to Alma Food Pantry
Taliah Danzinger coordinated a milk donation with the Alma
Food Pantry in May.
The Buffalo County Farm Bureau donated 174 gallons of
milk from Polka Dot Farms to the pantry that were distributed
at a pick-up location or delivered to home-bound patrons.
The gallons of milk were purchased thanks to donations
received during the ‘Thank a Farmer’ event hosted by Buffalo
County Farm Bureau and Suncrest Gardens Farm on May 3.
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New Conservation Tool Available to Area Farmers
Land Conservation Division Purchases No-Till Drill and Begins Rental Program
Farmers in Eau Claire County have access
to another tool in their toolbox to practice
conservation on their farm.
Eau Claire County Land Conservation
Division (LCD) purchased a Great Plains
No-Till Drill this spring, which is available for
county farmers to rent.
Conventional tillage involves farmers making
one to several passes over a crop field with
tillage equipment prior to planting. This leaves
soil exposed to the elements and vulnerable to
erosion during snowmelt and rain events.
No-till is the practice of simply planting
right into the field without first working the
soil. No-till minimizes disturbance to the
soil structure and leaves residue from the
previous crop at the surface, meaning there
is significantly less risk for erosion. This can
ultimately improve the soil health of the
cropland and improve crop productivity.
Reduction in tillage passes also reduces
labor and wear and tear on machinery, overall
increasing a farmer’s bottom dollar.
Downstream surface waters also are likely to
see benefits from the implementation of no-till.
Reduced cropland erosion means less sediment
and nutrients reach our lakes and rivers. This
leads to better water quality and fewer harmful
algal blooms in the summer.
Although no-till is a great conservation
practice, investing in the equipment can be
costly. Farmers in neighboring counties have
several options to rent no-till equipment.
Unfortunately, Eau Claire County farmers did
not have those same options available to them.
In 2019, LCD saw this unmet need in their

farming community and started working on a
solution.
LCD collaborated with several community
organizations to make the drill rental program
a reality. A Natural Resources Fund grant
through Xcel Energy provided the bulk of
the money to purchase the drill. Additional
funds were provided by the Chippewa Valley
Pheasants Forever Chapter, the creative use of
three different Department of Natural Resources
grants and a donation from an anonymous
donor. Ultimately, zero county tax levy dollars
were used to make this investment in Eau Claire
County farmland and water quality a reality.
LCD also partnered with the Highway
Department to provide storage for the drill
when it is not in use; however, that was not
needed this spring as the drill made its way
to 16 different farms around the county and
planted nearly 350 acres including soybeans,
pastures, small grains, forages and grassed
waterways.
The drill is a 10-foot wide Great Plains

1006NT. It features 15-row units spaced 7.5
inches apart and comes equipped with three
different seed boxes. These boxes allow farmers
to plant a wide variety of crops including native
grasses, alfalfa and clovers, forage grasses, small
grains, brassicas and even soybeans.
Each row unit has a leading wavy coulter
to slice through residue and the soil surface, a
double disk opener to open the seed trench and
a rubber closing wheel to close the trench. It is
equipped with an acre meter so LCD can easily
track the number of acres it plants.
After the initial purchase of the drill, the
rental program model is self-sustaining.
Nominal rental fees collected from farmers will
be used to cover future maintenance.
The fee is a flat rate of $50, plus $8 per acre
seeded. This ensures the continued success of
the program and long-term availability for local
farmers wishing to dabble in the art of no-till.

County Farm Bureau Awards Scholarships
The Eau Claire County Farm Bureau is pleased to announce the first recipients of the Eau Claire County Farm Bureau scholarship. Josie Syverson of
Eau Claire and Heidi Strey of Osseo will each receive a $500 upon the successful completion of their first semesters.
Heidi Strey is the
daughter of Steve and
Leslie Strey in Osseo.
She is a 2020 graduate
of Osseo-Fairchild High
School and plans to
attend UW-River Falls
to pursue a degree in
animal science.
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Josie Syverson is the
daughter of Cindi
Syverson in Eau Claire.
She is a graduate of
Eau Claire Memorial
High School and plans
to attend UW-Eau
Claire to pursue a
degree in education.
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Sadie Seidling Wins County Farm Bureau Ag
in the Classroom Essay Contest
Sadie Seidling, a fourth-grade student at Augusta Elementary School,
is the winner of the Ag in the Classroom essay contest for Eau Claire
County.
The Eau Claire County Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom committee
members visited the school districts of Augusta and Fall Creek in early
March and read the book of the year, “Right This Very Minute” by Lisl
Detlefsen. Then they played agriculture bingo where students matched
food products to
an animal or plant
source.
Students from the
district submitted
essays answering the
question, ‘How has
agriculture affected
your life today?’

Eau Claire Ag in the Classroom committee members Jody Wilhelm, Brenda Dowiasch and
Gretchen Accola visited Augusta Elementary fourth-grade classes on March 9. They read
"Right This Very Minute" and played agriculture bingo and answered questions about
agriculture and gave out prizes and pencils to classroom participants.

Jackson County

Sadie’s winning essay.

“Farms have changed people’s lives for a lot of years.
Farms grow plants, raise animals and other things. The
plants farmers often grow are wheat, soybeans, corn, cotton
and oats. The wheat can make food like bread, doughnuts,
and crackers. From soybeans, people make soy and other
foods. Corn on the cob is delicious to people and cows. Cotton
is what big farms grow and harvest with a combine. Cotton
makes clothes and hats. Oats can be put in oatmeal and
other meals. Cows and horses LOVE oats.
On my farm, we grow foods like tomatoes, corn, beets,
cucumbers, watermelon, and eggplants. We have a couple
of beef cows, chickens, horses, cats/kittens and a dog. If
you live on a beef farm, you have to make sure the cows
have enough hay and water. Same with horses. Cows and
chickens you can butcher for meat. Back in the old days
before all the technology and tractors, people used horses to
plow their fields and gardens.
If you didn’t have farms, you wouldn’t have cotton for
clothes, wheat for food, corn or oats for cows and people. If we
didn’t have farmers, we wouldn’t have fruits or vegetables.
Since farms are going away, people don’t have a lot of fruits
and vegetables.
Dairy farmers have to wake up every morning at 3am
or 4am to milk the cows. Dairy farmers put milk in metal
barrels and then a milk truck will come get the milk. That’s
how milk gets in stores. No farmers, no milk or produce.
That’s why farmers are so important.
What kind of farms can you have? You can have a bunch
of farms like dairy farms, beef farms, hog farms, goat
farms, sheep and lamb farms. Those are the ones that are
mostly from Wisconsin.”

wfbf.com/about/counties/jackson
JacksonCountyFarmBureau

Black River Falls Fourth Grade Students Celebrate Wisconsin Agriculture
On March 6, members of the Jackson
County Farm Bureau Promotion and Education
Committee Savannah Brown, Erica Olson
and WFBF District 4 Coordinator, Cassie
Sonnentag, visited Black River Falls fourthgrade students at Red Creek Elementary.
They read the 2020 Ag In the Classroom
book of the year, “Right This Very Minute” by

Lisl H. Detlefsen. The book explains how our
food gets from the farm to our tables.
If you are hungry right this very minute, then
you need a farmer.
The students then had fun playing bingo and
were given string cheese donated by Land O'
Lakes.
The ladies were lucky to make it into

classrooms before schools shut down to share
information about the local Ag in the Classroom
essay contest.
Alyssa Tubbs of Mrs. Danielson’s class was
chosen as the winner and received a gift card.
Her essay also won the district Ag in the
Classroom essay contest and advanced to the
state contest.

Jackson County Farm Bureau members Savannah Brown and Erica Olson, along with District 4 Coordinator Cassie Sonnentag, visited Red Creek Elementary on March 6 to present
WFBF’s Book of the Year and play Farm Bingo.
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Jackson County Dairy Promotions Launches ‘Dairy at Dinnertime’ Campaign
Since early May, the Jackson County Dairy Promotion Committee has
been distributing 200 gallons of milk and coupons at area businesses.
Kristin Pfaff, owner/operator of Pfaffsway Farm, helped coordinate
the idea with co-chairs local dairy producer Lori Janke and Matt Rhodes,
Rural Mutual Insurance Agent.
“Since our county dairy breakfast was canceled, we now partnered
with Jackson County Dairy Promotions as a non-profit organization to
do fundraising to buy milk,” explained Pfaff. “We have received generous
donations by FFA Alumnis [Jackson County], Farm Bureau, Provision
Partners and individuals to kick-start our giveaway this weekend.”
Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin donated educational material to hand out
with each gallon of milk, along with buy one, get one free gallon of milk
coupons that can be used at Jackson County’s C-Stores and Hansen’s IGA
in Jackson County. The Jackson County Dairy Promotion Committee has
purchased the second gallon of milk from stores at their cost.
“Our slogan is ‘Dairy at Dinnertime,’ so we like consumers to drive by
our location, grab a gallon of milk and take a photo at dinnertime, then
post on social media with the hashtag: #dairyatdinnertime,” said Pfaff.
She also called numerous local restaurants that are doing curbside
pickup and offered gallons of milk to give away with individual orders.
“Many were excited to not only support dairy farmers, but increase
their sales on these given days,” said Pfaff. “We plan to give out butter
with plans to add cheeses along with simple recipes.”
Pfaff hopes that this campaign reminds families to add dairy to their
dinner table, as well as encourages a future generation of consumers to
choose milk.
“During this COVID pandemic, families are gathering at mealtime

Monroe County

Kristin and Steve Pfaff of Alma Center distributed dairy products at Thesien’s in Black
River Falls on May 20.

and we want milk to be their beverage of choice,” she said. “Kids are
our future consumers so we want them to taste good milk during the
pandemic in hopes our fluid milk consumption will increase in the future.
Because of federal mandates, schools are only able to serve skim, 1% and
low-fat chocolate milk. ”
“Provision Partners has been very generous through this process and
designed shirts using our logo for workers to wear during this promotion,”
she added.
Jackson County Farm Bureau is proud to sponsor this great program.

wfbf.com/about/counties/monroe
MonroeCountyFarmBureau

Monroe County Farm Bureau Announces Scholarship Winners
Monroe County Farm Bureau has announced the recipients of the scholarships for the school year 2019-2020. They will each receive a $250
scholarship to the school of their choice. Listed below are the winners.

Brianna Wanek is the daughter of Corey and
Miranda Leis in Cashton. She graduated from
Cashton High School and is planning to attend
UW-Madison to study dairy science and minor
in Spanish.
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Jordan Kuehl is the daughter of Dave and
Michelle Kuehl of Tomah. She graduated from
Tomah High School and is planning to attend
UW-River Falls to study agriculture education
and livestock management.

Whitney Kuehl is the daughter of Dave and
Michelle Kuehl of Tomah. She graduated from
Tomah High School and is planning to attend
UW-River Falls to study animal science and
animal companionship.
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President’s Message
By Jack Herricks, Monroe County Farm
Bureau President

As I reflect on the past
few months, the most
prominent thought that
comes to me is change.
COVID-19 brought on
more changes in a shorter
span of time than anything
we have ever experienced
before. It caused changes in everything we do, from
going to church to how we manage our daily routines.
Fortunately, most of us have not physically
experienced the virus, but many of us have been more
influenced by its economic impact.
The single greatest take away that I have from it
is how wonderful our resiliency truly is. We have
adapted and adjusted in ways that we had not even
thought of.
As we move forward, let us maintain a good
positive attitude and be ready to adjust to whatever
the new normal might be.

Tomah Student Wins County Ag in the Classroom
Essay Contest
The county winner of the Monroe County
Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom essay contest
is Reiley Burton of Tomah. She is the daughter
of Jessica and Randy Burton and attends
LaGrange Elementary. Her teacher is Morgan
Martin.--The theme of the contest this year
was, ‘How has Wisconsin agriculture affected
your life today?’ This year there were 47 entries
from Monroe County, down from last year. A
total of 1,574 entries were received from other
Wisconsin counties.
The contest is sponsored by the Wisconsin
Farm Bureau Foundation and WE Energies
and the goal of the program is to help
students gain a greater awareness of the role of
agriculture in the economy and society, so that
they may become citizens who support wise
agricultural policies.
Reiley received a winner’s certificate and a monetary gift from Monroe County Farm
Bureau.

Monroe County Coloring Contest
Age Groups:
3&4
5&6
7&8
A prize is given to a
winner in each
age group.
Must be a resident of
Monroe County.
Mail entries by September 4 to:

Peggy Wright Name: 				Age:
605 W. Wisconsin Street
Sparta, WI 54656 Address:
Phone:
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AGventures with Kendra
By Kendra Goplin, Trempealeau County Dairy Ambassador

What a spring. It was not what any of us were
expecting by any means.
By this time, I thought I would have visited
classrooms and delivered the book of the year,
“Right This Very Minute” by Lisl H. Detlefsen,
to 13 elementary schools in the county, but
COVID-19 threw us for a loop.
You might be wondering how I kept in touch
with the public in the education spectrum
during these crazy times.
Social media has been a wonderful tool to
connect and communicate about agriculture
during these times when going to classrooms or
setting up the Kids Zone at the county fair is
just not possible.
At the beginning of the summer I started
my Facebook and Instagram pages called
‘AGventures with Kendra’ where I have been
posting educational videos every week.

In June, the video topics focused on the dairy
industry and its products.
As Trempealeau County Dairy Ambassador, I
also distributed dairy products at the Whitehall
Farmers Garden Market every Friday in June.
Special thanks to the Trempealeau County
Dairy Promotions committee for donating the
dairy products and supplies.
I hope to continue to do videos on topics in
Wisconsin agriculture, so if there is a specific
topic or industry you want to know more about,
please contact me on Facebook, Instagram or by
email.
This fall, I hope to be back in the classrooms
to hand out books and interact with the fourthgrade students in Trempealeau County, but as
we know by now things change in an instant so
I have back up plans in case I have to do things
virtually.
As always, please contact me with any
questions or ideas to educate our communities

Throughout June, Ag Promotions Chair Kendra Goplin
visited the Whitehall Farmers Garden Market every
Friday to distribute dairy products and talk about Wisconsin agriculture.

about this wonderful thing we call Wisconsin
agriculture.
Be Ag. Strong
dairygirl317@gmail.com
Facebook: AGventures with Kendra
Instagram: @agventures.with_kendra

County Farm Bureau Supports Curds for Kids and
Local Food Pantries
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Trempealeau County Farm Bureau has
been pleased to sponsor the local, ‘Curds for Kids’ cause and donate to local area
food pantries. Curds for Kids is a program that helps provide nutritious food to
local children while also helping dairy farmers.
After local farmers were asked to dispose of milk due to a surplus this past
spring, Jackie Goplin and Beth Stay co-founded the program to bridge the gap
between hungry children and local farmers. The Trempealeau County Farm
Bureau is proud to have sponsored this program that will continue to distribute
cheese to local families throughout the summer.
In addition to the Curds for Kids program, Trempealeau County Farm
Bureau has donated $100 to each of the following local food pantries: Arcadia
Community Pantry, Blair Food Pantry, G-E-T Community Food Pantry,
Independence Food Pantry, Strum Area Food Pantry and the Tri-County Osseo
Food Pantry.

Kyle Nilsestuen of Arcadia highlighted the nine-day growth spurt in his
corn field. Timely rains combined with hot and humid temperatures have
provided a great growing season for crops so far this summer.

Curds for Kids received a generous $15,000 donation this June from the show Returning the
Favor, hosted by Mike Rowe. This donation cemented cheese curd donations for the county for
the remainder of summer.

Summer Edition
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#1 Farm Insurer in Wisconsin
As leaders in the field, we understand your unique needs and are here when you
need us most. It’s our promise to protect and rebuild Wisconsin.
Visit RuralMutual.com to learn how we are keeping our Wisconsin communities strong.

