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Farm Bureau Members, It's Summer
Rosie Lisowe
WFBF District 6 Director

It’s 2020. And for most, it’s a summer 
like we have never experienced before. 

During the past year, the ag 
community has faced many challenges. 
Weather, as it often is, was at the top 
of that list–rain and flooding impacted 

getting into fields and led to decisions to delay planting or take 
prevented planting insurance. Those delays led to a late harvest. 

As farmers, we have dealt with decreased market prices, 
experienced trade issues, labor issues and now, people around the 
globe are a dealing with coronavirus or COVID-19, but farmers 
still continue to work to produce the nation’s food supply.

Farmers need to decide what level of risk we are comfortable 
with. If it’s financial or social distancing to reduce the risk of 
infection. While navigating through yet another challenge, we 
need to continue informing and educating our consumers. 

For example, with consumers preparing more meals, we need 
to take time to inform them about the safe food supply and how 
American farmers provide the least expensive food in the world 
using fewer resources. How do we do this? One example, the 
Wisconsin Beef Council has videos on how to cook with beef and 
the nutrients gained. 

It’s summer and many of the events that Farm Bureau members 
enjoy and count on for fundraisers or entertainment have been 
canceled or postponed including the breakfasts on the farm, 
county fairs, the Wisconsin State Fair and even World Dairy Expo. 

Our county Farm Bureaus are taking the lead and are 
purchasing dairy products to distribute to food pantries, schools 
and other community groups while sharing information and 
resources about where and how food is produced.

Starting later this summer and fall, county Farm Bureaus will 
develop resolutions that will be considered at the WFBF Annual 
Meeting in December. Please consider attending these meetings 
and make your voice heard.

The WFBF governmental relations team is working with local, 
state and national legislators to let them know what is happening 
on Wisconsin farms and how COVID-19 is affecting us. They are 
doing their best to make sure that Farm Bureau members are well 
represented during the discussions.

These are new and challenging times. I look forward to Farm 
Bureau coming through these challenges with more strengths and 
forward thinking to keep our agriculture industry moving forward.

Have a bountiful, safe, fun summer.

Chilton Student Wins Ag in the Classroom 
Essay Contest

Lindsay Geiger, a fourth-grade 
student from Chilton, is the winner 
of the Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom 
Essay Contest. Wisconsin fourth- and 
fifth-grade students were asked to 
write a 100-to-300-word essay with 
the theme, “How has Wisconsin 
agriculture affected your life today?” 
Lindsay is the daughter of John and 
Laura Geiger. Carrie Stammer is her 
teacher at Chilton Area Catholic 
School in Calumet County.

Each year the Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom 
program hosts an essay contest 
revolving around food and 
agriculture. This contest is open to 
fourth- and fifth-grade students around the state.

A total of 1,574 students wrote essays for the competition, which is 
sponsored by the WFB Foundation and We Energies. 

The nine district winners received a prize package including a yard sign, 
Culver's gift card, plaque and a selection of books. The state winner also 
received an additional plaque and gift.

Lindsay’s winning essay.
Agriculture is Important

Agriculture is important to our family and our community. My 
Dad works in the agriculture business. He installs and fixes dairy 
equipment on local farms. His work helps keep the farmers going and 
the cows happy. I am so proud of what my Dad does! I have been able to 
go with him and watch him work. I get to see him fill barrels and try 
to figure out why something doesn’t work. I love to go and see the baby 
calves, too! My family is able to live on the money my Dad makes at 
his agriculture job. We can pay our bills and have fun.

Agriculture gives us food, clothes and jobs. It gives us dairy products, 
meat, vegetable, fruits and grains. I enjoy each one of these products, 
especially cheese! Farmers provide us with fabric like cotton, wool, and 
leather. People are then able to turn these fabrics into the clothes we wear 
as well as sheets, towels, purses, shoes, blankets, sweatshirts and many, 
many more items. These items are essential to people in our community. 
Many jobs involve agriculture such as farmers, teachers, drivers, 
producers and maintenance. These jobs bring needed money into our 
community so we can live. 

Agriculture provides most of the world’s food and fabrics! What 
would we do without agriculture? I hope we never have to find out.
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District 6 News
Promotion and Education Committee Update

Kathy Duescher
Promotion and Education Committee Representative

May was Mental Awareness Month. The 
Promotion and Education Committee created 
a weekly mini-series of webinars and videos 
addressing the topic. If you missed the series, visit 
the WFBF website at  
wfbf.com/mental-health-resources.

County Farm Bureaus, companies, organizations 
and individuals have used new ways of safely gathering, meeting and 
communicating. The Promotion and Education Committee, instead of 
meeting at one location, gathered safely at our computers and phones for 
the summer planning meeting. Planning continues for the fall Leadership 
Boot Camp on Saturday, November 14, at Heartland Farms in Hancock. 

For information, please visit the WFBF website at wfbf.com and 
Facebook page.

Mark Your Calendar... 
August
19-23 Brown County Fair
22 Rural Open Golf Outing, Calumet County
September
3-7 Sheboygan County Fair
15 Wisconsin Ag Open, The Oaks Golf Course, Cottage Grove
15 Door County Annual Meeting
22 Calumet County Annual Meeting
30 Membership Year End
October
6  Sheboygan County Annual Meeting
8 Manitowoc County Annual Meeting
15 Brown County Annual Meeting

Ag in the Classroom Summer Training
 Wisconsin Farm Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom program will kick off the 

2020-2021 school year with an informational meeting on Saturday, August 
22, at the Farm Wisconsin Discovery Center in Manitowoc. The event is 
from 10 a.m. to noon, concluding with a lunch. The program will feature 
topics including the 2020-2021 school year calendar, introduction to the 
book of the year and essay contest guidelines, grants, new resources and 
discussion on needs for the upcoming school year.

“We hope Ag in the Classroom volunteers, Promotion and Education 
Committee members, teachers, home school parents, 4-H leaders and 
others involved with educating students will attend,” said Wisconsin Ag in 
the Classroom Coordinator Darlene Arneson.

The registration fee for the event is $25 per person; this includes 
admission to the center and lunch. Others who wish to see the center but 
will not be participating can receive a discounted admission of $5 person. 
To receive this group discount, interested parties must register in advance, at 
the same time as an individual who is attending the program and lunch. 

To learn more or to register for this meeting, visit 
wisagclassroom.org/events-activities/training-workshops. Please note: Due 
to COVID-19 and restrictions, off-site farm tours are not available and 
other changes will be communicated to participants. To learn more about 
the center, visit farmwisconsin.org.

Policy Development Meetings Scheduled
Are you planning on attending your Policy Development meeting 

this year?
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation is a grassroots organization 

that works on behalf of farm families and other individuals who 
support agriculture.

Farm Bureau got its start with local farmers meeting to discuss 
issues of concern in order to devise ways, or policies, to resolve these 
issues. Each year since, county Farm Bureau members have met to 
discuss pertinent issues as part of the policy development process. 
Local involvement culminates with discussion and votes on proposed 
policy at county Farm Bureau annual meetings.
Do you have an idea for a Farm Bureau policy? Bring it to an 
upcoming county Policy Development meeting.

Brown County Farm Bureau Policy Development Meeting
Thursday, July 30; STEM Center, 7 p.m.
Calumet County Farm Bureau Policy Development Meeting 
Tuesday, July 28; Farm Bureau Food Stand, 7 p.m. 
Door County Farm Bureau Policy Development Meeting 
Tuesday, August 18; Farm Bureau Food Stand, 7 p.m.
Manitowoc County Farm Bureau Policy Development Meeting 
Tuesday, September 8; Meat’s Opera Haus, 7:30 p.m.
Sheboygan County Farm Bureau Policy Development Meeting 
Tuesday, August 11; Rural Mutual Office, Plymouth, 7:30 p.m.

Kim Pokorny Named Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau’s Chief Administrative Officer

Kim Pokorny has been selected as Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau Federation’s Chief Administrative 
Officer. 

Pokorny will oversee all day-to-day operations 
and staff for the Madison-based, Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau Federation, which is the state’s largest 
general farm organization.

“I’m thrilled to bring my expertise and passion 
for agriculture to the Wisconsin Farm Bureau 

Federation,” said Pokorny. “I look forward to working with the 
staff, board and members to develop opportunities and solutions to 
advance agriculture in Wisconsin. I’m grateful for the opportunity to 
return back to my roots in agriculture.”

Pokorny most recently served as the executive director for the 
Wisconsin Veterinary Medical Association where she led operations 
of the organization. Additionally, she led the Food Armor® 
Foundation. Prior to her involvement with WVMA, Pokorny served 
as a program manager for the Professional Dairy Producers.

“I’m excited to welcome Kim to the Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
family,” said WFBF Vice President and Interim CAO Dave Daniels. 
“She has a great knowledge of agriculture and comes with extensive 
experience with other non-profit associations. She is an active 
member of the Dodge County 4-H and Waupun FFA Alumni. Kim 
was also a member of the Wisconsin Ag Coalition.”

Kim grew up on a registered Brown Swiss farm in Monroe. Today, 
she and her husband, Doyle, reside on a small farm in Waupun with 
their three children Dylon, Katrina and Cameron. 

Pokorny succeeds Dave Daniels, who served as the WFBF’s interim 
CAO. She begins her duties as CAO on August 17.
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District 6 News
Farm Center Offers 24/7 Hotline, Other Counseling Resources in New Pilot Program

As of July 1, Wisconsin farmers facing increased stress and other 
challenges can access additional free and confidential counseling 
resources by contacting the Farm Center at the Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP). 

As part of a new pilot program, the Farm Center can connect callers 
to a 24/7 Farmer Wellness Hotline. The hotline can be reached at 
888.901.2558. Licensed mental health professionals contracted by the 
department will provide immediate, in-the-moment care. In addition to 
the 24/7 hotline, long-term options are available: 
•  Callers can schedule ongoing tele-health counseling sessions from a 

contracted licensed counselor based in Wisconsin, with referrals made 
through the 24/7 hotline or through the Wisconsin Farm Center at 
800.942.2474; 

•  Persons who prefer an in-person session can request to meet with a local 
provider through the Farm Center’s longstanding Counseling Voucher 
Program. 

“The 24/7 Farmer Counseling Hotline is available around the clock as 
a welcoming ear for farmers who need to talk through a challenging time 

in their life,” said Farm Center Director Jayne Krull. “We hope that this 
initial pilot program will help us better understand whether a 24/7 hotline 
and tele-counseling are viable tools for farmers with mental health needs.” 

This pilot program is made possible by funding that was provided in 
Governor Tony Evers’ 2019-2021 biennial budget and approved by the 
state legislature. The 24/7 hotline and tele-counseling services are two of 
several initiatives developed by the Farm Center in response to increased 
challenges faced by the agricultural industry. 

In June, the Farm Center launched ‘Rural Realities,” a podcast offering 
advice to farmers and farm service providers about managing stress and 
anxiety. To listen to the podcast, visit FarmCenter.wi.gov. Later this 
month, the Farm Center will begin hosting Question-Persuade-Refer 
trainings for people who work closely with farmers, so they can learn 
how to identify the warning signs of a suicide crisis and direct the person 
to appropriate resources. Since the mid-1980s, the Farm Center has 
provided farmer services including financial and business consultation, 
farm succession planning, conflict mediation and consultation related to 
production opportunities and challenges. 

For more information, please contact FarmCenter@wisconsin.gov.

Golfers Wanted to Support Agricultural Education
The 23rd annual Wisconsin Ag Open, hosted by WFB Foundation, 

is scheduled for Tuesday, September 15. The event will be held at the 
Oaks Golf Course in Cottage Grove. All proceeds from the golf outing 
support education and leadership programs such as Ag in the Classroom, 
Young Farmer and Agriculturist, Promotion and Education and WFBF 
Leadership Institute

“We are excited that our event can still take place and we are committed 
to following COVID-19 guidelines issued by Dane County to provide 
a safe and enjoyable day,” said Wisconsin Ag Open coordinator Darlene 
Arneson. “This fundraising event is vital in supporting programs that 
connect consumers with information about agriculture as well as to build 
our future agriculture leaders.”

The Wisconsin Ag Open begins with a shotgun start at 10:30 a.m. and 
concludes with an awards program with prizes and light appetizers. This 
event is open to the public. Wisconsin agribusiness professionals, farmers 
and others who wish to support youth and educational programs are 
encouraged to attend. Registration is $150 and includes 18-holes of golf, 
a cart, box lunch, appetizers and entry into the door prize drawing. The 
field is limited to 144 golfers to ensure a pleasant golfing experience.

To sign up by August 10, visit wfbf.com/events/wisconsin-ag-open/. 
To use the registration website, you must use the Google Chrome 
browser. Sponsorships from $50 to $1,500 are available. For sponsorship 
information or questions about registration, please contact Darlene 
Arneson at darneson@wfbf.com or 608.828.5644.
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Discussion Meet Goes Virtual
With the current situation surrounding COVID, the 2020 YFA 

Discussion Meet will be held virtually using Microsoft Teams. 
If you are interested in competing in the virtual Discussion Meet:

1.  Go online and register by October 23 at  
http://bit/ly/2020yfadiscussion. Before each round you will receive a 
link to join the Discussion Meet. Contestants will participant in Round 
1 and Round 2.

2.  30 minutes prior to the contest, click on the link provided. We 
will work to ensure you are familiar with the Teams platform and 
understand the format of the competition. At this time, we will also 
choose the order in which contestants will give their opening and 
closing statements. Please note that competitors will not be asked to 
stand for opening/closing statements. They can remain seated unlike an 
in-person contest. 

3.  We ask the contestants provide their own paper and pen/pencil to take 
notes throughout the Discussion Meet. We also ask that contestants do 
not use any prepared notes during the contest. 

4.  The contest will begin promptly at the designated time, judges will 
enter the meeting, and the moderator will start the meeting. The 
timekeeper will verbally say time at the end of opening and closing 
statements and will verbally say 5 minutes when there are 5 minutes 
remaining.

5.  Once the contest is complete, judges will be asked to leave the meeting 
to complete scorecards and contestants will introduce themselves.

Best Practices for Contestants 
• Dress: Business Professional
• Pick an appropriate location for filming
 o Strong Wi-Fi signal.
 o  If possible, plug in to a wired internet source.
 o  Ensure that others on your connection are not streaming at 

the same time as the competitive event to avoid lagging.
 o  Pay attention to your background. Will not be evaluated, but 

should do your best to not make it a distraction.
 o Good lighting.
 o Quiet, prevent interruptions.
 o  Headphones/earbuds/microphones are acceptable if they help 

minimize distractions and interruptions.

2020 Discussion Meet Questions
1.  International trade is important to agriculture. We must continue 

working to build strong relations with existing customers while 
seeking out new trade partners to strengthen market stability. How 

can we enhance existing, and establish new and diverse foreign trading 
partners? 

2.  Connectivity underpins the modern economy. What mix of investment 
and policy initiatives can provide reliable broadband access to farmers, 
ranchers and rural America? 

3.  The increasing frequency and intensity of natural disasters creates 
additional risk for farmers and ranchers. What tools and production 
practices can be engaged to reduce climate and weather risks? 

4.  The decline in rural populations is accelerated by a poor farm 
economy. What solutions would enhance the vibrancy and economic 
sustainability of agriculture and rural communities? 

5.  Is big data a big solution or big exposure? Technology tools are often 
cited as a method of increasing productivity and profitability, but 
there are liabilities that go along with technology. As young farmers 
and ranchers we are often first adopters. How do we ensure clear 
understanding of the risks and rewards of big data and smart farming?

Discussion Meet Resources
1.  Discussion Meet Handbook: Describes the Discussion Meet structure 

and tips for competition. It can be found at wfbf.com/wp-content/
uploads/2019/05/2019-Discussion-Meet-Manual-NO-PRizes.pdf.

2.  Wisconsin Farm Bureau policy: Knowing where WFBF stands on an 
issue or understanding if there is policy or not is an important aspect of 
the discussion meet. The WFBF policy book can be found at wfbf.com/
wp-content/uploads/2019/02/2019-Policy-Book_web.pdf.

3.  Discussion Meet Recordings: Past Discussion Meet contest recordings 
can be viewed at:

 www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEOWYAGPJi4
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3e7d98g1d4

If you have questions about participating in this event, please contact 
John or Megan Lyons at lyons.audio@gmail.com or 920.562.2004.

District 6 News
Farm Bureau Adds Yamaha Discount to Member Benefit Lineup

Wisconsin Farm Bureau is excited to 
announce a new partnership with Yamaha 
Motor Corporation, USA, to offer members a 
special discount.

Wisconsin Farm Bureau members are able to 
receive $250 off the purchase of a new Yamaha 
4WD ATV, side-by-side or snowmobile. 

“It is exciting to add another money-saving 
member benefit to our already robust lineup,” 
said WFBF President Joe Bragger. “We are 
thrilled to announce this new partnership.” 

For more information or to learn more about 

other discounts and incentives, visit  
wfbf.com/membership/member-benefits.

The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation is 
the state’s largest general farm organization. 
Made up of 61 county Farm Bureaus, it 
represents agriculturists and farms of every size, 
commodity and management style.

Plan to Participate in the 
Virtual Discussion Meet ... 
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Brown County wfbf.com/about/counties/brown
BrownCountyFarmBureau

President's Message
Stan Kaczmarek
Brown County Farm Bureau president

2020 has been a busy year and it is only a little 
more than half over with. The coronavirus has 
turned everything we do into new challenges of 
keeping everyone safe. The Food Supply Chain, 
which includes processing plants and farmers and 
ranchers has seen its share of disruptions from lost 

markets, price fluctuations to dairy farmers disposing of milk. 
Farm Bureau leadership at the state and national levels has been busy 

advocating for farmers and ranchers to get a fair share in the coronavirus 
relief packages. 

Farm Bureau is grassroots organization in which its polices come from the 
local level. If you have new resolutions that you want adopted, please attend 
the Policy Development meeting at 7 p.m. on Thursday, July 30, at the 
Brown County STEM Innovation Center on the UW-Green Bay campus. 

2020 is also an election year and on the state level, the Volunteers for 
Agriculture Committee (VFA) will be busy interviewing candidates for the 
state Assembly and Senate races. This committee helps elect candidates who 
work in the best interest of Wisconsin agriculture. The VFA builds strong 
relationships with legislators to help Farm Bureau achieve our legislative 
priorities. Have great summer and be safe.

Scholarship Winners Announced
Alicia Baroun, daughter of Jon and 
Theresa Baroun of DePere, received one of 
two board of directors’ $500 scholarship. 
Alicia graduated from DePere High 
School and plans to attend UW-LaCrosse 
to pursue a degree in agribusiness and 
business administration. Alicia has been 
active in FFA, 4-H and soccer. Alicia 
hopes to expand her family’s maple syrup 
business and create a café.

Katrina Hoesley, daughter of Seth 
Hoesly and Carrie Pinchart of Denmark, 
received the second board of director’s 
$500 scholarship. Katrina graduated 
from Denmark High School and plans to 
attend UW-Platteville to pursue a degree 
is dairy science and ag business. Katrina 
has been active in FFA, 4-H, Wisconsin 
Holstein Association and Wisconsin 
Jersey Association. She hopes to become a 
bovine reproductive specialist.

Dairy Promotion Committee Update
By Jennifer Bartkowski 

As the year 2019 ended, Wisconsin experienced the end of a decade 
filled with record breaking occurrences. The steadfastness of the Wisconsin 
farmer to persevere was obvious. As we started a new decade, the year 
2020 has come with a fervor. Yet, the Wisconsin farmer still continues to 
showcase his resiliency and strength from within. Sometimes all we can do 
is let it rain and wait for the sun to shine.

 The significance of ag advocacy is more critical than ever before. The 
invaluable resources available from the great state agriculture organizations 
can get lost in the great abyss of the world-wide web. Our job as ag 
advocates is needed more than ever. Look at some of the staggering facts. 
One farm feeds 166 people and still 40 percent of all food produced in 
the U.S. is never eaten. Consumers use 10 percent of their disposable 
income on food yet throw away 25 percent of it. While the average farmer 
only receives 15 cents of every retail $1 spent on food in grocery stores 
and restaurants. That means 85cents goes to the middle man including 
processors, wholesalers, distributors and retailers. It is our job to help 
bridge the gap between the consumer and the farmer. We can share our 
message by keeping things transparent and factual. 

Brown County Dairy Promotions is here to educate, engage and 
promote the importance of consuming dairy products and the economic 
impact of agriculture in Brown County through community events and 
classroom activities. We offer agriculture education resources to schools. 
This is made possible through generous sponsors and fundraising events 
such as breakfast on the farm. 

Covid19 has pushed us to stretch our way of thinking and develop new 
ways to share our message of agriculture. Technology has always been 
available there but has become a prominent part of our success. After 
all, who wouldn't rather see the genuine joy and excitement of someone 
when he or she discovers how delicious a chocolate milk blended with 
strawberries and spinach can be. Yum.

We continued our relationships with community partners such as 

Brown County 4-H Youth Development and the Brown County Library 
System to create YouTube videos. Teachers and parents were hungry for 
material that was new and fresh. Brown County area youth have had the 
chance so far to explore the science behind making ice cream and butter 
and how to have an indoor 'fireworks' display with milk and soap. 

June has come and gone. The traditional Breakfast on the Farm 
was missed. In hopes of creating awarenesses, we partnered with two 
Culver's locations in Green Bay. For every $1 scoop of custard purchased 
on Mondays in the month of June, we received a portion of the sales 
to continue our education outreach. Though this will not replace the 
breakfast on the farm, it was an opportunity to connect with the public. 
Thank you to Collins Dairy in Greenleaf for hosting the 2021 Breakfast 
on the Farm. We appreciate your generosity and kindness.

As public service entities reopen and are contactless, we made sure 
the resources we hand out are more informational, clear and complete. 
Thanks to many agriculture organizations in Wisconsin including: 
Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom, Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin, Wisconsin 
Corn Promotion Board and other that have made this easy. We partnered 
with the Brown County Library System so that each book checked out 
will receive a bookmark as well as each carload at pickup will receive a 
dairy based recipe card. These resources were courtesy of Dairy Farmers of 
Wisconsin. 

Other efforts and projects will continue to blossom and grow. All we 
can do is keep working together. Look for future collaborations with 
Festival Foods, Midwest Communications (WNCY-Y100), WFRV Local 
5, WGBA NBC 26 and more. 

We are always looking for people who have the same desire to share 
their stories and messages about agriculture. If you share this passion, 
please visit www.browncountydairypromotuons.com or follow our 
Facebook page. You can be actively involved or tag along to keep up to 
date. We would love to hear from you.

So far, we have survived 100 percent of our worst days. This too shall 
pass ... Brown County Dairy Promotions hopes to see you soon.
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Farm Bureau Scholarship Awarded
The Calumet County Farm 

Bureau is pleased to present Isaac 
Roehrig of Brillion with the $500 
Board of Director’s Scholarship.

Roehrig graduated from 
Brillion High school and plans to 
attend UW-River Falls to study 
agriculture education. He has been 
active in FFA, 4-H and Trinity 
Youth Group. He hopes to become 
an agricultural education teacher.

Calumet County wfbf.com/about/counties/calumet
CalumetCountyFarmBureau

Mark Your 
  Calendar... 
Save the date for the 2020 Rural Open from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, August 22, at 
the Hickory Hills Golf Club. 

There is room for 40, four-person teams. 

Enjoy the bucket raffle and live auction. You 
won’t want to miss it.

Meet Your Local Farmer
In 2015, an event was started to educate consumers about agricultural 

practices, called Meet Your Local Farmer. 
In 2020, this event was recognized at the National Farm Bureau 

Convention in Austin, Texas, as the County Activities of Excellence Award 
Winner. 

Each year farms have an open house in Calumet and Fond du Lac 
counties. The event is hosted at several farms on the same day. The idea is 
to give consumers the opportunity to see ag firsthand. These farmers give a 
view of agriculture in our state. 

In 2020, there were five different farms that planned to be open to 
the public from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on April 25. Though the event was 
canceled, it is rescheduled for April of 2021. 

The following farms are the upcoming hosts.
Kesler Family Farm: This farm is a multi-generational and multi-

species family operation. Kesler Family Farm raises beef cattle, hogs, 
chickens, as well as hobby animals. They take pride in having one of the 
largest patches of rhubarb in the area. They use the garden's produce not 
only for human consumption but also for livestock treats. Throughout 
the year they sell beef, pork, eggs and garden produce. All together, Kesler 
Family Farm raises the next generation of livestock, people and produce.

LaClare Family Creamery: Established in 1978, this farm is an original 
agricultural business, allowing guests to view dairy goats, onsite milk 
processing and cheese affinage. The retail shoppe features the cheeses made 
on site and other Wisconsin products. The café highlights the flavors of 

the cheeses on the menu including paninis, soup and salads. The remodel 
demonstrates the cheese making process in the new visitors center. LaClare 
is dedicated to educating consumers on how dairy products are made.

Sattler Lamb Farm: This farm brings a depth of experience in raising 
lamb, as it is a fifth-generation farm raising Wisconsin-grown, quality 
farmer-to-consumer lamb. In addition to as much grass as they would 
like, the sheep are fed from locally produced feed. The ewes have hay 
produced on the farm as well. Lamb is available directly from the farm in 
13 different cuts and half and whole carcass sales are offered in the fall. 

Lake Breeze Dairy: Lake Breeze Dairy was created in 2002 by five 
Wisconsin farming families. 3,000 cows call Lake Breeze Dairy home. The 
cows are milked in a double-44 parallel milking parlor, and there are 35 
employees dedicated to caring for the cows on the farm. The milk from 
the cows is shipped to Foremost Farms in Appleton, where it is made into 
cheese. Lake Breeze is part of Breeze Dairy Group that owns and operates 
three dairy farms in Wisconsin. 

Ledgeview Farms: Established in 2008, Ledgeview Farms is a 
hydroponic greenhouse that produces tomatoes and English cucumbers. 
The greenhouse is operated by the Deborah and Leonard Opsteen family. 
The seeds are started in late December. Nearly 3,000 plants are selected 
to be grown in the 12,000-square-foot-facility. The plants are cared for 
throughout the season by horticulturist Heather Guelig.

Follow Meet Your Local Farmer on Facebook and stay tuned for this 
event in 2021.
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Manitowoc County wfbf.com/about/counties/manitowoc
ManitowocCountyFarmBureau

Scholarship Applications Available
McKenzie Krauel, daughter of Kurt and Nicole Krauel of 

Sturgeon Bay, received the $500 Door County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship.

McKenzie graduated from Sevastapol High School and plans 
to attend UW-River Falls to study animal science.

McKenzie has been active in FFA and many community 
activities. She wants to be an animal nutritionist.

Door County wfbf.com/about/counties/door
DoorCountyFarmBureau

Door: Ag Sector Benefits the County
Door County, a Lake Michigan coastal community, has unique agricultural 

diversity. Family-owned farms, food processors and agriculture-related businesses 
generate thousands of jobs and millions of dollars of economic activity for Door 
County, while contributing to local income and tax revenues.

The ideal climatic conditions produce fruits, vegetable crops, small grains, 
and other specialty crops. Apple and cherry orchards thrive with more acreage 
than any other Wisconsin county. Door County is the state’s largest producer 
of red tart cherries. Imaginative entrepreneurs, Door County producers supply 
a thriving culinary tourism trade. Seasonal produce abound, intermixed with 
value-added products, including wine, hard cider, cheese, and Washington Island 
lavender products.

Promotion and Education Committee Update
By Rosalie Geiger and Cheryl Duchow, co-chairs

It was a pleasant surprise to finally have an early spring this year. 
Farmers in the area had the most crops planted before they even got 
started last year. Even though we had an early spring, everyone is quite 
limited due to COVID-19. 

Our committee met in January and February. In January, we did goal 
planning for the year and in February we brought infant and toddler 
items to donate to The Crossing of Manitowoc County. The Crossing 
on North 8th Street, is a program of benefits through education, which 
fosters responsibility, self-worth and independence supporting women and 
families.

Due to COVID-19, we did not meet in March, April or May, but did 
still hold our essay, coloring and scholarship contests. The results of the 
essay contest are listed elsewhere in this newsletter. 

The coloring contest results are as follows: K-First grade: First place: 
Rayna Radandt, Jackson School, Manitowoc; Second place: Lenna 
Theel, Divine Savior, Kiel; Third place: August Heise, Divine Savior, 
Kiel. Second and third grade: First place: Clay Rautmann, Divine Savior, 
(Location?). Due to schools being closed starting in mid-March, the 
number of entries decreased considerably.

The scholarship contest sponsored by the Promotion and Education 
committee and the YFA had seven applicants. The two winners are: Kelsey 
Maurer, daughter of Rick and Julie Maurer of Newton, is a sophomore 
at UW-Madison studying dairy science and Elizabeth Bubolz, daughter 
of Daniel and Rosemary Bubolz of Reedsville. Elizabeth plans to study 
veterinary tech./animal science at Madison Area Technical College or Fox 
Valley Technical College. Each will receive $500 after completing the fall 
semester.

We decided to have Miss Farm Bureau Allison Leschke continue her 
reign, and she has graciously accepted. Thank you, Allison. We have 

made this decision, due to the fact that there will not be a lot for a new 
candidate to participate in because of the cancellations. 

It would not be fair to the candidate to not be able to enjoy the whole 
experience. 

The WFBF IGNITE Conference, our annual Breakfast on the Farm, 
and Manitowoc County Fair have been canceled due to COVID-19, 
therefore we will need to brainstorm to come up with other ways of 
fundraising, so that we can support the different contests we sponsor.

We also will donate a set of ag books to a school.
If you are interested in any events that we have planned, we would 

certainly like to have you join the Promotion and Education committee.
 We normally meet the third Thursday of each month in St. Nazianz at 

8 p.m.
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Manitowoc County
Local Dairy Farm Family Hosts own Dairy Show

No county fair? No problem. 
The Hochkammer family in Newton decided that not having a county 

fair wasn’t going to stop them from showing off their hard work this year.
 On June 19, eight children from the farm put on their white pants and 

led their 15 animals around the ring in a grassy area on the farm.
Three of the children even showed in their own kiddie showmanship 

competition. The family had ribbons for the show to mark the occasion. 
Congratulations, to the Hochkammer family.

Beth Hochkammer shows off her first 
place ribbon.

Eight children from the farm showed 15 animals.

The spring class at the Hochkammer Dairy Cattle Show. 

President’s Message
Brent Sinkula
Manitowoc County Farm Bureau president

Well, 2020 is off to an interesting start. These 
have been challenging times, financially, socially, 
as well as the toll on mental and physical health. 
We as Farm Bureau have not been immune. As an 
organization, we have three avenues of income; 
Breakfast on the Farm, county fair food stand, 
and membership. Two of the three sources are 
eliminated this year. So, not only are two of our 

biggest events gone, but the revenue is lost as well. This has led the board 
to cut expenses for this year. At our last meeting, we voted to suspend 
meeting stipends and mileage for the year, along with other measures to 
reduce costs. 

To try to balance the budget, we will focus on membership. If you or 
someone you know is delinquent on dues, please get them paid. This will 
at least provide some income, hopefully enough to get some state bonuses.

Also, the board is aware of the Town of Gibson proposing an ordinance 
regulating manure lines and transport. We have worked with the state on 
the issue. We understand a town wanting to protect their roads, but they 
need to understand the farms perspective. That's what we will work on 
doing.

To all members, stay safe. Better days will come.

June Baby Born
The Manitowoc County 

Farm Bureau Promotion and 
Education committee sent 
baskets for the first babies born 
in June. 

Pictured is Chelsea and baby 
girl Catilyna, who was born on 
June 1 at Holy Family Memorial 
Hospital.

Essay Contest
By Alice Peterman, Ag in the Classroom coordinator

WFB’s Ag in the Classroom invited fourth- and fifth-grade students 
to participate in an essay contest with the topic, 'How has Wisconsin 
agriculture affected your life today?' The Manitowoc County winners 
were fourth-grade students from Zielanis School in Kiel: First: 
Deanna Schwaller; second: Alex Jeanty; and third: Gracie Kolberg. 
Congratulations. First place winner also wins an ice cream party for her 
classroom. Because of COVID-19 that couldn’t happen with schools 
closed. Hopefully she can enjoy some ice cream with her family or 
friends. Watch for the new contest information for 2021 in January.
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Farm Bureau Offers Two Scholarships
Elizabeth Bubolz, daughter of 
Daniel and Rosemary Bubolz 
of Maple Grove, received the 
Manitowoc County Farm Bureau 
$500 YFA Scholarship. Elizabeth 
graduated from Reedsville High 
School and plans to attend an 
area technical college to study 
veterinary technician/animal 
science with hopes of working at 
a veterinary clinic in the future.

Kelsey Maurer, daughter of Rick 
and Julie Maurer of Newton, 
received the $500 Manitowoc 
County Farm Bureau Promotion 
and Education Committee 
Scholarship. Kelsey is a student 
at UW-Madison and is studying 
dairy science. Kelsey is looking 
forward to returning to the family 
dairy farm after graduation.

Manitowoc County wfbf.com/about/counties/manitowoc
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Grilled Cheese Kits Donated
In May, Manitowoc County Farm Bureau donated to the Kiel 

FFA Alumni and supporters to assemble Grilled Cheese Kits to 
serve 65 families.

The following items were in the bags:
• A loaf of bread from Roeck's Bakery
•  A pound each of cheese whips and string cheese from 

Henning's Wisconsin Cheese
• A pound of butter from Pine River Dairy
• A pound of sliced cheese from Sargento 
• A gallon of milk from Kwik Trip
•  Promotional items donated by Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin

Promotion and Education Committee Reveal 
Winners of Coloring Contest

The Manitowoc County Farm Bureau Promotion and Education committee 
sponsored a coloring contest for kindergarten through third grade students. 

The rules included: Only crayons could be used and the picture had to be 
colored as is. 

This contest was open to any student in a Manitowoc County school.
Winners include: First place in the Kindergarten-First Grade: Rayna Radant 

from Manitowoc; First place in Second-Third Grade: Clay Rautmann from Kiel.
Prizes were awarded to first, second and third from each age category.

Manitowoc: Ag Sector Benefits the County
Manitowoc County is an agricultural powerhouse. The county is home to 

approximately 110,000 dairy cattle compared with about 80,000 people. Dairy 
farms of all sizes dot the rural landscape ranging in size from about 30 cows to 
more than 5,000 cows. 

Family-owned farms, food processors and agriculture-related businesses 
generate thousands of jobs and millions of dollars of economic activity for 
Manitowoc County, while contributing to local income and tax revenues. 
Located along Lake Michigan, the cool summer temperatures are ideal for milk 
production. As a leading milk producer, Manitowoc County routinely ranks 
in the top three Wisconsin counties and the top 25 U.S. counties in dairy 
production. 

Farmers also are stewards of the land with nearly 90 percent of the total 
cropland in the county using a nutrient management plan.

Congratulations Winners!
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President’s Message
Lloyd De Ruyter
Sheboygan County Farm Bureau president

 I hope you are well and surviving the 
pandemic. 

We canceled our March board 
meeting but had our April meeting 
at the office with Becky and Rosie 

Zooming in from their homes. 
Unfortunately, we had to cancel our annual Classroom on 

the Farm day for the students. We will plan to have it again 
next year. It was going to be at Majestic Crossing instead of 
at the Farm Wisconsin Discovery Center in Manitowoc since 
the consensus of the teachers we surveyed preferred the farm 
experience for the students. 

Before the printing of this newsletter, the Sheboygan County 
Fair is still on. We will have to plan for it at our June meeting. 
Please see the scheduled shift times in the article below.

 We also will plan our Policy Development Meeting and the 
county annual meeting. Please watch for more information so 
we can have good participation in developing policy for the 
WFBF Annual Meeting in December.

During COVID-19 things can change quickly, please 
contact District Coordinator Becky Salm at 866.355.7345, one 
of the county board members or me at 920.946.3047.

Sheboygan County Fair Provides Free Food and Fun
Prior to the printing of this newsletter, the Sheboygan County Fair Board is planning to host 

the Sheboygan County Fair on September 3-7. 
That means Farm Bureau is in need of volunteers to have a successful fair. Can you imagine a 

fair without cream puffs? Let’s not let that happen. 
Farm Bureau is looking for volunteers to help in the food stand. 
Volunteers will receive a meal voucher for the food stand. Usually seven to eight volunteers are 

needed per shift. Family and friends of Farm Bureau members and non-members are welcome to 
volunteer. 

To reserve your shift by August 15, please contact Jessica Ramel at 920.980.9563 (call or text).
As with other social gatherings during the COVID-19 outbreak, guidelines and procedures 

are very fluid and can quickly change. At this time, we are planning to provide the public with 
a complete menu of hot sandwiches, desserts and beverage options, along with the traditional 
dining area of picnic tables and to-go orders.

Volunteers must be 14 years old or older and duties include:
• Wrapping sandwiches
• Filling cream puffs
• Serving food/beverages
• Cashiering
•  Wiping tables and managing dining room

Shift times include the following:
Thursday, September 3 
 Open 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
 Afternoon 2-6 p.m.
 Close 6-10 p.m.
Friday, September 4
 Open 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
 Afternoon 1-5 p.m.
 Close 5-10 p.m.
Saturday, September 5
 Open 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
 Afternoon 1-5 p.m.
 Close 5-10 p.m. 
Sunday, September 6
 Open 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
 Afternoon 1-5 p.m.
 Close 5-10 p.m.
Monday, September 7
 Open 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
 Close 2-6 p.m.

Sheboygan County Women’s committee Report
By Marcia Fenner 

During the past few months, the women’s committee has been slowed like most 
things.

Our Classroom on the Farm was canceled. We are hoping to have something 
next spring, but only time will tell what we will be able to do. Maybe we will have 
to change our format.

We had a successful essay contest. Seth Hutchins, a fifth-grade student; second 
place: Danika Eberhart; third place: Ryan Klumb. The winners were from 
Random Lake. There were entries from Parkview Middle School in Plymouth, too 
for a total of 55 entries.

Save the Date: Sheboygan County annual meeting, Tuesday, October 6, at 
Antonio's Sports Bar and Grille in Plymouth. The guest speaker will be Jeff Lyon, 
general manager of FARM FIRST Dairy Cooperative. 
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