
Forward Together 
Dave Daniels
WFBF District 1 Director

We began the year facing a new decade. We were 
assured there would be very little issues of moving 
into this new year. It even looked like the agriculture 
community was in an upswing with prices getting 
better and the future looking brighter. 2020 was going 
to be a great year. 

After two months, no one expected that what was 
happening would continue so long into the year. And the uncertainty that we 
are still living in will continue at least through the autumn time frame. Even 
through this, your state Farm Bureau organization is performing well. We still 
are not sure how long the mandates and maximum requirements will stay in 
place, but Wisconsin Farm Bureau continues to work for you.

At the start of COVID-19 in March, the Wisconsin Farm Bureau staff 
moved from in-office jobs to work-from-home, and that continues to work 
well. We had plans to do some equipment updates later this year, they were 
accelerated once the staff began working from home and the meeting format 
changed. At the county level, many boards could not meet in-person; we would 
use conference calls for those meetings, along with the possibilities of using 
video conferences so there could be some face-to-face interaction. This has been 
cumbersome at times, but it is a way to keep things moving forward.

With Joe Bragger as the new WFBF President, he has been communicating 
with emails to leaders in the counties on different aspects of what is happening 
with agriculture during COVID-19, along with our normal communications 
of district newsletters, the weekly AgNewswire email and Rural Route. These 
periodicals help get information to WFBF members and the staff has been 
working to get the most pertinent issues and information passed along to you.

The announcement was made that we will hold the 101st WFBF Annual 
Meeting virtually. The meeting will focus on policy development and elections. 
We are working on getting the platform in place and working with the elected 
delegates to ensure a smooth process moving forward. The meeting will take 
place on Friday, December 4, and Saturday, December 5.

In closing, I want to go back to the beginning of the year. It is 2020 and 
that year is divisible by four so that means it is a Presidential election year. 
The Volunteers for Agriculture (VFA) Committee is WFBF’s political action 
committee and they are working to get information out to members about 
races in different parts of the state. The most important thing we should do 
is look at how these elections will affect agriculture and your farm. I ask you 
to get out and vote, either in-person or by absentee. This is our privilege as 
citizens, so please take advantage. Thank you for being a Farm Bureau member. 
During this time of uncertainty, we are moving Forward Together.

*This article was printed in the county annual meeting booklets. Because of 
COVID and decreased attendance, we are including it in this newsletter.
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Grassroots
District 1 News

Essay Contest and Book of the Year 
Announced

The 2020 essay contest was a challenge 
because of COVID-19, so counties are 
beginning to think of new and innovative 
ways to encourage schools to participate in 
the 2021 essay contest. 

The essay contest is open to fourth- and 
fifth-grade students and due by April 1, 
2021. This year’s topic is, ‘How have Wisconsin soybean farmers 
fueled Wisconsin’s economy?’ The topic is based off of the Book 
of the Year, “Full of Beans: Henry Ford Grows a Car,” written by 
Peggy Thomas and illustrated by Edwin Fotheringham. 

The book looks at how Henry Ford grew up on a farm and 
searched for ways to use soybeans in the car plant, in his diet 
and in other ways. The essay contest focuses on how soybeans 
continue to be used and how they impact Wisconsin’s economy. 

Teachers: There is information for you. On the Ag in the 
Classroom website, there are lessons, activities and a teacher’s 
handbook along with the essay contest information sheet. In 
addition, many county Farm Bureau’s provide your school with 
the book of the year. If you have not received the book and are 
interested, please contact your county Farm Bureau or order the 
book online.

Volunteers: There is information for you, too. Visit the website 
for the volunteer handbook and other information you may need.

For the most up-to-date list of county essay contest 
coordinators and essay contest information, visit the Wisconsin 
Ag in the Classroom website at www.wisagclassroom.org. Essay 
contest information can be found in the events and activities tab.

Mark Your Calendars 
Mark your calendars for some 

upcoming 2021 events, hoping 
that the events can be in-person, 
realizing that there may be changes 
because of COVID-19.

•  March 12-13, 2021: Ag Lead Conference
• March 23-24, 2021: Council of Presidents 
• March 24, 2021: Ag Day at the Capitol 

For more information about upcoming events and how you 
can be involved, visit wfbf.com.
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District 1 News
Expect the Unexpected 

Patti Wilhelme
WFBF District 1 Coordinator

As we continue 2020, a year like none before, we embrace 
the saying ‘expect the unexpected.’ Has anything gone 100 
percent as you planned this year? This year is one that will 
go down in history, a year that we never want to repeat. In 
fact, we might want to fast forward to 2021. But when we 
reflect on the year, what lessons have we learned through the 
pandemic and how have we embraced the changes? 

Growing up, every Sunday after the 11 a.m. church service, we would go to a 
restaurant to eat, if we were good in church. Being one of five children, every five 
weeks it was my turn to decide where to go. Though we now go to 8 a.m. church 
so that tradition hasn’t continued, once COVID-19 hit, that tradition would have 
been one of the past. Church was no longer in-person, we were watching it online or 
listening to it on the radio, and restaurants were closed. 

Today, most restaurants are open, but some are only open for carry-out, outdoor 
seating or only drive-thru. So much has changed in the last couple months, we have 
embraced making more meals and trying new recipes at home instead of going to a 
restaurant. 

Once COVID-19 hit in March, Wisconsin Farm Bureau was on the forefront to 
keep you, Farm Bureau members, updated and notified as developments happened. 
Farm Bureau staff were on the fast track to learn how to schedule virtual meetings, 
instead of driving a few hours to and from meetings, it was a short walk to my in-home 
office. On average, I would drive about 1,000 miles a month to meetings. Since April, 
I have driven less than 50 work miles as meetings turned from in-person to virtual. 

County Farm Bureau members who strongly dislike technology are becoming more 
tech savvy as they are participating in conference calls and video meetings. I smile 
when I hear from members who are now talking about how we can use conference calls 
in the future if there is bad weather, instead of canceling a meeting. We are embracing 
the changes and learning, the technology we have now will be used for years (and many 
board meetings) to come. 

As we continue into the fall, I want everyone to embrace the changes taking place. 
When I hear people say they want things to go back to normal, I ask myself, “What 
is normal?” My entire world was flipped upside down, in a good way, during this 
pandemic. I never imagined welcoming a baby into this world during a pandemic, 
much less having a baby arrive four weeks early. 

My new normal involves a baby, and though we were expecting his arrival, I was not 
expecting him to arrive four weeks early. I thought we had four more weeks to finish 
house projects and get his bedroom ready. We embraced our early arrival with open 
arms and are finding our new normal. 

Instead of complaining about what’s happening in the world, let’s take this as an 
opportunity to embrace change and expect the unexpected. Things don’t always go as 
planned; we all know that. This year has been one big challenge and I hope you are 
able to see the good that comes from the changes. If you are having a hard time seeing 
the good, I want to challenge you to spread kindness. 

There are so many ways that you can spread kindness, here are a few ideas to get you 
started: make cookies and take them to your neighbor, send a random card to a friend 
to let them know you are thinking of them, go through the drive-thru and pay for 
someone else’s meal, call a friend to say hi. There are so many ways that we can spread 
kindness and now, more than ever, we could benefit from being nice to one another. 

As we close on another Farm Bureau year, I hope you will embrace the changes 
taking place and will be able to go with the flow as we expect the unexpected. I don’t 
know what normal looks like, but I know that if we embrace change and spread 
kindness, we will make it through. 

Thank you for being a Farm Bureau member. 

*This article was printed in the county annual meeting booklets. Because of COVID and 
decreased attendance, we are including it in this newsletter.

Farm Bureau Members Receive 
Bonus Cash on Fords and Lincolns 

Farm Bureau members receive 
$500 bonus cash off the purchase or 
lease of an eligible new Ford vehicle. 

Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active 
Farm Bureau members and the offer is valid through 
Jan. 4, 2021, for the purchase or lease of an eligible 
2019/2020/2021 model year Ford vehicle. 

This incentive is not available on Mustang Shelby® 
GT350®/GT350R/GT500®, Mustang BULLITT, Ford 
GT and F-150 Raptor. 

This offer may not be used in conjunction with most 
other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-
Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions 
apply. You 
must be a 
Farm Bureau 
member for 
30 consecutive 
days prior to 
purchase. 

For 
qualifications and complete details, visit 
FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized 
Ford dealer.

Special LIMITED TIME promotion through Jan. 4, 
2021. Farm Bureau 
members receive 
$1,000 Bonus Cash on 
the purchase of most 
eligible Ford and Lincoln vehicles. F-150 and Super Duty 
will remain at $500 Bonus Cash.

Farm Bureau members receive $750 bonus cash off the 
purchase or lease of an eligible new Lincoln vehicle.

Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm 
Bureau members. Offer is valid through Jan. 4, 2021, for 
the purchase or lease of an eligible new 2019/2020/2021 
model year Lincoln vehicle. 

This offer may not be used in conjunction with most 
other Lincoln Motor Company private incentives or 
AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility 
restrictions apply. You must be a Farm Bureau member for 
30 consecutive days prior to purchase. 

For qualifications and complete details, visit 
LincolnFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized 
Lincoln dealer.

For more details on the benefits of being a Farm Bureau 
member, visit wfbf.com/membership/member-benefits.
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District 1 News
Thirteen Years of Membership Growth 
By Patti Wilhelme, WFBF District 1 Coordinator

Congratulations and thank you to those counties who achieved a voting 
or total membership gain at the end of the membership year, helping 
WFBF achieve their 13th consecutive year of membership growth. 

The membership year runs from Oct. 1 to Sept. 30. Jefferson 
and Milwaukee counties achieved a total and voting gain. 

I also want to thank the hard working membership 
volunteers in District 1. 
•  Jefferson County: Bob Halser and Dan Poulson each 

signed one new member.
• Kenosha County: Dave Daniels signed one new member.
•  Milwaukee County: Scott Ninnemann signed one new 

member.
•  Racine County: Kallie Jo Coates and Jeff Rice each signed one 

new member, Jim Waldron signed two new members.
•  Walworth County: Terry Papcke and Sue Thelen each signed 

five new members.
•  Washington County: Tyler Hetebrueg, Mike Kannenberg and 

Barbara Schulz Kluever each signed one new member, Ken Falk and 
Carl Wolf each signed two new members, Ross Bishop signed five 
new members, Mike Strupp signed six new members, Scott Schreffler 
signed eight new members and is in the top 10 membership volunteers 
throughout the state. 

•  Waukesha County: Rob Schuett and Ron Williams each signed one 
new member, Al Runyard signed two new members, Tony Weber signed 
four new members, Lloyd Williams signed five new members.

This fall, anyone who signed five or more new members will be 
recognized with a gift basket. Thank you for being a Farm Bureau 
member. Each county decides the amount that they charge for county 
dues. 

Here is a breakdown of District 1 counties and the yearly dues 
amount.

$55 =  Jefferson, Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Washington, 
Waukesha

$58 = Walworth
$60 = Racine

Do you know where your dues go? Your dues are helping 
the state and county conduct programs and goes towards your 

membership to American Farm Bureau. 
Check out the listing of your dues amount below. 

• WFBF = $40 
•  WFBF Services Program = $3
• American Farm Bureau Federation = $5

• Accidental Death Policy = $1
•  County Farm Bureau = remaining amount between 

$6-$11

Thank you for being a member of your county Farm Bureau. If 
you have questions about your membership dues, how to read your billing 
statement or if you know someone who wants to join Farm Bureau, please 
contact me at pwilhelme@wfbf.com. I look forward to another successful 
membership year.

Playbook Full of Ideas 
Jacki Moegenburg
District 1 Promotion and Education Committee 

Does COVID-19 have you down or lacking 
ideas for how to plan events when you cannot meet 
in-person? Are you looking for new, innovative 
ideas for your county farm bureau? We have a great 
resource for you. 

The Promotion and Education Committee 
members have collected events, programs and 

activities that happen throughout the state at the local level. The Playbook 
provides counties with ideas and resources for planning activities and events. 
Throughout the Playbook, you will find activities and events for all ages, 
time frames and budgets. 

The Playbook is broken into the following 
categories:
• Ag in the Classroom
• Consumer Outreach
• Education and Ag Promotion
• Fundraising
• Member Development
• Policy and Development Implementation

The Playbook can be downloaded from the WFBF website at  
wfbf.com/programs/promotion-and-education/playbook.

We make changes to the Playbook quarterly, so check the website often for 
any new ideas that have been added. In addition, if you have held events that 
you want to share, you can find a link to submit a play on the website. 

Meet: Kathy Muth, Promotion and  
Education Committee Member

Kathy Muth enjoys farm life with 
her husband, George, and son and 
daughter-in-law, Peter and Gina. They 
have a 250-cow dairy in Washington 
County in a little crossroads called 
Cheeseville. 

Kathy serves as co-chair for the Ag In 
the Classroom programs in her county 
and enjoys developing and facilitating 
programs with county members. 

Previously, Kathy worked at Stewart-
Peterson, Inc., as director of educational services, serving secondary 
and post-secondary agriculture education. 

She also was the program director for Professional Dairy Producers 
for seven years where she gleaned much experience and knowledge of 
the entire dairy industry. 

She enjoys working with those with a passion for farming. 
Kathy will represent District 1 on the Promotion and Education 

Committee and looks forward to meeting many of you at upcoming 
events.
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Jefferson County
100 Year Celebration Postponed 
By Melissa Gross, Jefferson County Farm Bureau secretary and treasurer

Nearly 60 people attended the 100th Jefferson County Farm Bureau 
annual meeting held on Sept. 20 at the Morris’ Farm. 

COVID-19 has brought numerous challenges, including a switch in 
venues for our annual meeting, along with the decision to postpone our 
100-year celebration until next year. 

The dinner was catered by Hoggin’ Cake catering. Following dinner, 
voting members passed resolutions, elected directors and voted on 
delegates for the virtual WFBF Annual Meeting. 

Directors who were elected to a three-year term included: Dawn Jones, 
Steve Jones, Eugene Mess and Randy Mitchell. Sue Marx was re-elected 
as Promotion and Education chair. Lindsay Baneck and Hope Kinderman 
are the YFA co-chairs.

Eight delegates were elected to represent Jefferson county during the 
WFBF Annual Meeting including: Melissa Gross, Steve Jones, Steve 
Knoebel, Eugene Mess, Mary Mess, Randy Mitchell, Tony Schadt and 
Roger Zimmerman.

Following elections, the Service to Agriculture award was presented 

to the Hanson family, owners of Mid-State Equipment. Sue Marx 
announced the scholarship recipients, Randy Mitchell gave his president’s 
report and attendees heard from WFBF’s District 1 Director Dave 
Daniels.

Following Dave’s report attendees enjoyed video reports from Kim 
Pokorny, new WFBF Chief Administrative Officer; Joe Bragger, WFBF 
President; Dan Merk, Rural Mutual CEO; Bob Nash, District 1 YFA 
Committee member; Jacki Moegenburg, District 1 Promotion and 
Education Committee member; and Graig Beckstrand, Rural Mutual 
Insurance Agency Manager. Steve Jones reported on behalf of Insight FS. 

Many legislative officials were in attendance and we thanked them for 
supporting Jefferson County Farm Bureau.

Those who attended the county annual meeting included: 
Representative Barb Dittrich (R-Oconomowoc), Representative Don 
Vruwink (D-Milton), Representative Cody Horlacher (R-Mukwonago), 
Senator Scott Fitzgerald (R-Juneau), Senator Stephen Nass 
(R-Whitewater) and Senator Janice Ringhard (D-Evansville). 

Stay tuned as the board continues to plan to celebrate their 100th 
anniversary next year.

wfbf.com/about/counties/jefferson
JeffersonCountyFarmBureau

The county annual meeting was held at Morris’ Farm. 
Pictured are Will Morris and his dad John Morris. 

District 1 Director Dave Daniels provided updates from 
the district and state level. President Randy Mitchell led the county annual meeting. 

Promotion and Education committee chair Sue Marx 
presented the Service to Agriculture Award.

Roger Zimmerman led the election of board of directors 
and delegates. 

Vice President Tony Schadt read through the proposed 
local, state and national resolutions. 

Jefferson County Farm Bureau Board of Directors 
Following the Jefferson County Annual Meeting, the board of directors 

held the re-organizational meeting. The following officers were elected:

• Randy Mitchell, president
• Tony Schadt, vice president
• Melissa Gross, secretary and treasurer

Additional board of directors included: Sue Andersen, Bob Halser, 
Dawn Jones, Steve Jones, Steve Knoebel, Eugene Mess, John Morris, Scott 
Schultz and Roger Zimmerman. Promotion and Education committee 
chair Sue Marx and YFA co-chairs Lindsay Baneck and Hope Kinderman. 

The 
board meets 
the fourth 
Wednesday 
of the month 
at the Insight 
FS office in 
Jefferson.

With COVID-19, some meetings have been moved to virtual or 
conference call meetings. If you are interested in being involved, contact 
President Randy Mitchell at 414.899.4822.

The board of directors met after the county annual meeting.
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Float Made it to One Parade
COVID-19 has made this year a challenging one when it comes to 

community events, including parades. We were fortunate to be able to take 
our float through one parade this summer. Jefferson County Farm Bureau 
President, Randy Mitchell, coordinated pulling the float through the Ixonia 
Town and Country Days parade. 

Service to Agriculture Award 
By Sue Marx, Promotion and Education Committee chair 

Congratulations to Curt and 
Linda Hanson for receiving the 
Service to Agriculture Award. 

Curt and Linda Hanson 
founded Mid-State Equipment 
in 1974 in Columbus. Mid-State 
Equipment is a full line of John 
Deere new and used equipment, 
ATVs and UTVs. The company 
has grown to seven locations 
throughout southern Wisconsin 
with more than 200 employees.

Continuing to grow the business and keep true to the 
family values are Curt and Linda’s daughter and son-in-law 
Chris and Scott Frodel and son and daughter-in-law Bryan 
and Erin Hanson. 

Customers always come first for Curt and Linda. Over 
the years, the business has expanded hours to assist farmers 
during planting and harvesting seasons. Everyone knows 
that equipment breakdowns occur on the weekends and late 
in the afternoons; with extended hours, many farmers are 
able to finish in the fields before weather conditions change. 
Also, they reached the ability to bring service technicians 
right out to the fields savings farmers’ essential down time. 

You cannot go to a parade or farm show without 
seeing tractors and ATVs with the courtesy of Mid-
State Equipment signs on them. The generosity from 
the Hanson’s to display quality farm equipment only 
strengthens their dedication and loyalty to agriculture. 

Jefferson County Farm Bureau appreciates the countless 
donations of door prizes that you have donated to the Farm 
Bureau. By your support to farm organizations, 4-H and 
FFA, you have demonstrated your value to the community. 

Congratulations to the Hanson Family and thank you 
for your work and dedication. If you see anyone from the 
Hanson Family, be sure to congratulate them on being the 
Service to Agriculture Award recipient. 

Curt Hanson, co-owner 
of Mid-State Equipment, 
accepted the Service to  
Agriculture Award. 

Thirteen Scholarships Awarded 
By Sue Marx, Scholarship Committee chair

Farm Bureau members are dedicated to supporting 
students’ dreams and determination. Thirteen students are the 
recipients of the Jefferson County Farm Bureau Scholarship. 
The students will receive $500 that can be applied to tuition, 
housing, books or other educational expenses.

This has been an especially challenging year for students 
with the uncertainly of the pandemic. Farm Bureau members 
congratulate 2020 graduating students.

2020 Jefferson County Farm Bureau Scholarship winners included:
•  Karleena Battist, daughter of Philip and Deanna Battist. She is a 2020 graduate of 

Lakeside Lutheran High School pursuing a degree in agribusiness.
•  Morgan Bauer, daughter of Brian and Amanda Bauer. She is a 2020 graduate of 

Oconomowoc High School pursuing a degree in animal science and veterinary tech. 
•  Nathan Doherty, son of Kevin and Jean Doherty. He is a 2020 graduate of 

Watertown High School pursing a degree in marketing and economics. 
•  Clarissa Gross, daughter of Melissa Gross and Josh Gross. She is attending 

UW-Madison pursuing a degree in dairy science and agribusiness management.
•  Haden Hartwig, daughter of John and Amy Hartwig. She is a 2020 graduate of 

Cambridge High School pursuing a degree in dairy science and nursing. 
•  Tyler Holzhueter, son of Larry and Tina Holzhueter. He is attending Martin Luther 

College pursuing a degree in physical education and elementary education. 
•  Jessica Jurcek, daughter of Kirsten and Patrick Jurcek. She is attending UM-Twin 

Cities pursuing a degree in environmental sciences. 
•  Morgan Keske, daughter of Keith and Lindsey Keske. She is attending 

UW-Whitewater pursuing a degree in childhood education. 
•  Signe Kind, daughter of Jeff and Deb Kind. She is a 2020 graduate of Fort 

Atkinson High School pursuing a degree in biology and pre-veterinary studies. 
•  Camden Schultz, son of Scott and Nancy Schultz. He is a 2020 graduate of Lake 

Mills High School pursuing a degree in engineering mechanics. 
•  Carly Strauss, daughter of Bruce and Tammy Strauss. She is attending Iowa State 

University pursuing a degree in animal science and pre-veterinary studies.
•  Emily Strauss, daughter of Bruce and Tammy Strauss. She is a 2020 graduate of 

Lake Mills High School pursuing a degree in ag business. 
•  Erin Strauss, daughter of Bruce and Tammy Strauss. She is a 2020 graduate of Lake 

Mills High School pursuing a degree in animal science. 

Congratulations to the 2020 scholarship recipients.
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County Annual Meeting Celebrates Success 
By Kim Muhlenbeck, Promotion and Education Committee chair

The 99th Kenosha County Farm Bureau 
annual meeting was held on Sept. 29 at 
Birchwood Grill. 

Everyone who attended seemed to have 
a good time, enjoyed the buffet, reports 
and presentations. In-person we heard from 
WFBF District 1 Director Dave Daniels. 

We also 
watched video 
reports from 
the following 
individuals: 

Kim Pokorny, new WFBF Chief 
Administrative Officer; Joe Bragger, WFBF 
President; Dan Merk, Rural Mutual CEO; 

Bob Nash, District 
1 YFA Committee 
member; Jacki 
Moegenburg, District 1 
Promotion and Education 
Committee member; and 
Graig Beckstrand, Rural Mutual Insurance Agency 
Manager. I presented Kenna Beth with a scholarship 
certificate. 

Voting members reviewed and voted on resolutions 
at the national, state and local level. They also voted on the board of 
directors and delegates for the WFBF 
Annual Meeting. Kevin Muhlenbeck was 
re-elected to the Kenosha County Farm 
Bureau board for a three-year term. I was 
re-elected for a one-year term as Promotion 
and Education Committee chair and Greg 
Springer was re-elected for a one-year term 
as YFA Committee chair. 

Based on the county’s membership, we 
get two delegates for the WFBF Annual 
Meeting. Tim Edquist and Wes Hawkins 
were elected to serve as delegates for 
the virtual WFBF Annual Meeting in 
December. 

Overall, a great annual meeting for the 
20 attendees. 

 Kim Muhlenbeck, Promotion and 
Education Committee chair,
coordinated the door prize raffle. 

The night concluded with door prizes. 

District 1 Director Dave Daniels 
spoke to attendees. 

President Kevin Muhlenbeck led 
the meeting.

Voting members 
filled out the ballot.

Kenosha County Board of Directors 
Following the Kenosha County Farm Bureau annual meeting, the 

board of directors held the re-organizational meeting. The following 
officers were elected:

• Kevin Muhlenbeck, president
• Tim Edquist, vice president
• Dan Kevek, secretary and treasurer

Additional board of directors included: Ben Harback and 
Wes Hawkins, Promotion and Education Committee chair Kim 
Muhlenbeck and YFA chair Greg Springer. The board meets the fourth 
Tuesday of the month. With COVID-19, some meetings have been 
moved to virtual or conference call meetings. 

If you are interested in being involved, please contact President 
Kevin Muhlenbeck at 262.206.4140.

The board of directors met after the annual meeting to have their re-organizational 
meeting.

Scholarship Awarded 
By Kim Muhlenbeck, Promotion and Education Committee chair

The Kenosha County Farm Bureau 
awarded one scholarship to Kenna Beth, 
daughter of Kenosha County Sheriff David 
Beth and his wife Sharon. Kenna is a 
freshman at UW-Lacrosse pursuing a degree 
in psychology and computer science. 

Help us in congratulating Kenna on 
receiving the scholarship. Watch upcoming 
newsletters for the 2021 scholarship 
application.

Promotion and Education  
Committee chair Kim  
Muhlenbeck presented the  
scholarship to Kenna Beth.

Wisconsin Ag Open
Kenosha County Farm Bureau 

sponsored two golfers to the 23rd annual 
Wisconsin Ag Open on Sept. 15, at The 
Oaks in Cottage Grove. Those who golfed 
on the Kenosha County Farm Bureau 
team included: Dave Daniels, Dirk 
Daniels, Maxx Daniels and Sam Hawkins. 
The money raised during the golf outing is 
used for programs sponsored by the WFB 
Foundation. We want to thank Dave and 
Kim Daniels for being a sponsor to the 
Wisconsin Ag Open. 

Next year’s event will be on Tuesday, 
Sept. 14, 2021, at The Oaks.

 WFBF Staff Member Darci Meili 
and Kenosha County member 
Dave Daniels posed for a photo.
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Annual Meeting Goes Virtual 
By Patti Wilhelme, WFBF District 1 Coordinator

COVID-19 has brought many challenges to the 
agriculture community, including how meetings 
are held. With the rising number of cases since 
March, meetings have been held by phone instead 
of in-person; though, we do hope in-person 
meetings can resume soon. 

The 92nd Milwaukee County Farm Bureau 
annual meeting was held via conference call on 
Sept. 14. Those on the call approved last year’s 
minutes and the financials. We heard from District 
1 Director Dave Daniels who completed his 
interim Chief Administrative Officer position with 
WFBF. He reported on the virtual WFBF Annual 
Meeting that will be held on Friday, Dec. 4 and 
Saturday, Dec. 5. 

I gave a report and congratulated the county 
on achieving a total and voting membership 
gain at the beginning of September, when the 
membership year-end was first on Sept. 30. That 
is a great accomplishment to achieve the goal so 
early in the month. I also talked about upcoming 

events and that the new District 1 Promotion and 
Education Committee member is Kathy Muth 
from Washington County. 

Ken Bosman from Rural Mutual Insurance 
reported that Rural Mutual received an A+ rating 
from AM Best. The company also is in the top 50 
companies in the U.S. recognized by the Wards 
Group. Farm dividends continue to be paid to farm 
policy holders. Rural Mutual did return money 
to auto policyholders for less traffic on the road 
during the pandemic. In Ken’s district, he has a 
total of 17 career agents and seven financed agents. 

Participants elected a delegate for the WFBF 
Annual Meeting. Henry Kiesow is going to 
represent Milwaukee County Farm Bureau during 
the virtual event. 

During the county annual meeting we 
recognized Martin Hintz who retired from the 
board. He died shortly after the meeting. Please 
keep his family in your prayers.

Next year, we hope that meeting can be 
in-person, along with the other board meetings 
held throughout the year. 

Milwaukee County 
Board of Directors 

During the Milwaukee County Farm 
Bureau annual meeting, the following 
board members were elected:

• Scott Ninnemann, president
• Henry Kiesow, vice president
•  John Napientek, secretary and 

treasurer
• Elroy Honadel, board of director

The board meets quarterly. If you 
are interested in being involved, please 
contact President Scott Ninnemann at 
414.617.2960.

Cream Puff Fundraiser Raises $2,000 
By Scott Davel, Racine County Farm Bureau board of director

As COVID-19 continued to grow in 
numbers, we thought of a new way to sell 
our cream puffs once we found out we 
would not have a stand at the county fair. 

Over the course of three Saturdays in 
July, we sold 100 dozen cream puffs, 50 
dozen eclairs and 200 milk chugs raising 
more than $2,000. To coordinate the 
efforts, it took six volunteers with a total 
of 40 volunteer hours. 

We sold the cream puffs at Café B’s 
in Burlington and are planning to have 
a similar event in 2021 as a kick-off to 
cream puffs at the county fair.

Board member Scott Davel coordinated 
the cream puff sales at Café B’s in
Burlington. 

Wisconsin Ag Open
Racine County members enjoyed a day on the golf course 

supporting the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation. Those who 
golfed included: Keith Jacobson, Paul Jacobson, Jim Hanson and 
Eric Hanson.

This was the 23rd annual Wisconsin Ag Open held on Sept. 
15, at The Oaks in Cottage Grove. There were 74 golfers who 
participated. 

If you are interested in golfing next year, the Wisconsin Ag Open 
is scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2020, at The Oaks. 

Keith Jacobson posed for a photo with the clippers that the county Farm Bureau 
donated. WFBF purchased the Steel Cow ‘The Girls and Friends’ print to pair 
with the clippers for prizes. 
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Meet: Chase Pirocanac, Agriculture Ambassador
By Chase Pirocanac, 2020-2021 Racine County Agriculture Ambassador 

My name is Chase 
Pirocanac and I am the 
2020-2021 Racine County 
Agriculture Ambassador.

I have been in 4-H for 
13 years and FFA for three 
years. 

My favorite part of 4-H 
is working with the youth 
at camps and meeting new 
people. 

My favorite part of FFA 
is an event called Food for 
America where we educate 
youth on the importance of agriculture. 

In my free time I love to shoot with the Burlington High School Shooting 
team and I also enjoy playing basketball.

The photo is me with my cow Pumpkin at our seventh-generation farm. My 
family used to be a dairy farm but is now a hobby farm where we keep all sorts 
of animals. 

I am so excited to promote agriculture and will be posting my adventures that 
I take, as well as fun facts and recipes, so please come and follow my journey and 
invite your friends to ‘Like’ and follow me on the Racine County Agriculture 
Ambassador Facebook Page @racinecountyag.

County Annual Meeting Celebrates Success 
By Jim Hanson, Racine County Farm Bureau secretary and treasurer

Racine County Farm Bureau held 
our county annual meeting on Sept. 13 
at River City Lanes in Waterford. After 
lunch, our business meeting began with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. Guests included: 
WFBF District 1 Director Dave Daniels 
and his wife Kim, Wisconsin Assembly 
Speaker Robin Vos (R-Rochester), 
Assemblyman Bob Wittke (R-Racine) 
and WFBF Director of Member Relations 

Mandy Masters. Members were thanked for their patience, tolerance 
and efforts in a very unusual year. Board members were introduced and 
thanked for their service, including retiring YFA chair Londa Lauber. 

Following elections, we welcomed a new board member and YFA 
Committee chair, Kayla Wilson. Delegates were elected for the virtual 

WFBF Annual Meeting. Our Promotion and Education Committee chair, 
Judy Uhlenhake, introduced our new ag ambassador, Chase Pirocanac. 
Chase looks forward to highlighting the important role of agriculture 
in our community. Judy reported the three scholarship recipients and 
five library grants. Board member Scott Davel reported on a cream puff 
fundraiser he spearheaded to help offset the loss of income from our 
county fair cancellation. 

Dave Daniels gave a District 1 report. Dave highlighted some of 
the adjustments made to continue serving our membership during the 
COVID-19 restrictions. Dave then presented video reports from Kim 
Pokorny, new WFBF Chief Administrative Officer; Joe Bragger, WFBF 
President; Dan Merk, Rural Mutual CEO; Bob Nash, District 1 YFA 
Committee member; Jacki Moegenburg, District 1 Promotion and 
Education Committee member; and Graig Beckstrand, Rural Mutual 
Insurance agency manager.

We closed our meeting remembering two past board member families. 
Marge Demuth and Elaine Beguhl’s husband, Don, died.

New Ag Ambassador Chase Pirocanac 
attended the county annual meeting.

Promotion and Education Committee 
chair Judy Uhlenhake spoke at the county 
annual meeting.

Board member Scott Davel gave a report 
on the cream puff fundraiser that was 
held in place of the county fair. 

Board member Brian Schaal said the  
invocation before lunch.

Board secretary and treasurer Jim 
Hanson led the meeting.

Racine County Board of Directors 
Following the Racine County Farm Bureau annual meeting, 

the board of directors held their re-organizational meeting. The 
following officers were elected:
• John Scott, president
• Keith Jacobson, vice president
• Jim Hanson, secretary and treasurer

Additional board of directors include Scott Davel, Jeff Rice, 
Brian Schaal and Jim Waldron. Promotion and Education 
Committee chair Judy Uhlenhake, and YFA Committee chair 
Kayla Wilson. The board meets the second Tuesday of the 
month. With COVID-19, some meetings have been moved to 
virtual or conference call meetings. If you are interested in being 
involved, please contact President John Scott at 262.994.4324.

Board members gathered after the annual meeting for a photo. 
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Voting Members Gather at Annual Meeting
By Ken Falk, Washington County Farm Bureau secretary and treasurer

Washington County Farm Bureau members gathered at the 77th 
Washington County Farm Bureau annual meeting on Oct. 6 at The 
Columbian in West Bend. There were 60 total people in attendance. 

Voting members voted on local, state and national resolutions. They also 
voted on the board of directors and delegates to the state annual meeting. 
Those elected to a three-year term on the board of directors include Mark 
Schaefer, Randy Thull and Carl Wolf. Barbara Schulz Kluever was elected 
to a one-year term for Promotion and Education Committee chair and 
Ben Marks was elected to a one-year term for YFA Committee chair. 

Washington County is eligible to have five delegates to the virtual 
WFBF Annual Meeting. Those elected delegates who will represent 
Washington County during the WFBF Annual Meeting include: Ken 
Falk, Mike Kannenberg, Peter Muth, Randy Thull and Carl Wolf. 

Kathy Muth introduced the three top essay contest winners and they 
read their winning essays. Kathy also announced the 2021 essay contest 
theme and book of the year. 

The Friend of Agriculture award was presented to Agnes Wagner. 
Membership volunteers and Rural Mutual agents were thanked for 

signing up new members. President Peter Muth also thanked Helmut 
Wagner for being on the board of directors for the past six years. 

Washington County Farm Bureau Promotion and Education 
Committee chair Barbara Schulz Kluever reported on the events in the 
past year and mentioned that they are looking at ways to be successful in 
the upcoming year with COVID-19. 

WFBF District 1 Director Dave Daniels attended the meeting and gave 
a report, before watching video reports from Kim Pokorny, new WFBF 
Chief Administrative Officer; Joe Bragger, WFBF President; Dan Merk, 
Rural Mutual CEO; Bob Nash, District 1 YFA Committee member; 
and Jacki Moegenburg, District 1 Promotion and Education Committee 
member. Rural Mutual District Agency Manager Ken Bosman also gave a 
report and distributed Wisconsin Needs Farmers signs to attendees. 

We had a good year with COVID-19 and we hope that events will 
resume in-person soon.

Rural Mutual District agency manager 
Ken Bosman provided an update on Rural 
Mutual Insurance. 

Attendees enjoyed video reports from 
WFBF and Rural Mutual staff. 

Dave Daniels congratulated the county on 
a good year. 

Promotion and Education Committee 
chair Barbara Schulz Kluever presented 
Agnes Wagner with her award and gave 
an update on the committee. 

Agnes Wagner was the recipient of the 
Friend of Agriculture award. 

Board member Mike Kannenberg 
presented the ballot for directors and 
delegates. 

Vice President Randy Thull provided the 
invocation and presented the resolutions. President Peter Muth led the meeting.

Washington County wfbf.com/about/counties/washington
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Agnes Wagner Receives Friend of Agriculture Award
By Barbara Schulz Kluever, Promotion and Education Committee 
chair

It is my pleasure to give the 2020 Washington 
County Farm Bureau Friend of Agriculture 
Award to my co-worker, and more importantly, 
our friend, Agnes Wagner.

Agnes has been involved in 4-H her entire 
life. She began as Agnes Beder in the St. 
Lawrence Eager Beavers 4-H Club while her 
mother was the general leader. After graduation 
from 4-H, she continued to be a project leader 
and general leader, even serving as a general 
leader with her late sister, Ruth.

In fact, Agnes recently received the 4-H 
50 years of service pin. In her 50 years of 
leadership, she has served as club organizational 
leader and worked with county-wide projects 
including horse, rabbit, poultry and leather 
craft. She was instrumental in helping create 
county-wide committees where youth leaders 

developed educational programs with the 
support of adult volunteers.

Agnes also provided leadership in partnering 
with the downtown Farmers’ Market. It was a 
partnership where she worked with 4-H clubs 
who agreed to staff the Farmers’ Market. She has 
provided insight to the county and state Leaders 
Board as well.

One of the many events that Agnes supported 
was Breakfast on the Farm. Agnes worked with 
the Dairy Promotion Committee to ensure 
4-H had a presence at the breakfast as well as 
recruited many club members to help serve and 
promote the event.

In 2014, Agnes was inducted into the 
Wisconsin 4-H Hall of Fame.

Agnes is an advocate to helping people, 
especially the youth, as they learn and grow. 
She believes in developing our youth, our 
community and our local agriculture as an 
important part of the Washington County 

community.
Fun facts of 

Agnes include 
her enjoyment of 
hot air balloon 
rides; she has 
never REALLY 
retired from the 
UW-Extension 
4-H staff; and 
she has been 
married and 
supported by 
her husband of 
50 years, George 
(he does exist).

Agnes, we thank you for your continued 
support of our youth and of agriculture in our 
community. You certainly deserve the 2020 
Washington County Farm Bureau Friend of 
Agriculture Award.
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Golden E Dairy Hosts EPA Administrator 
On June 15, Chris and Tracey Elbe, 

owners of Golden E Dairy, hosted a farm 
tour for EPA Administrator Andrew 
Wheeler. 

“Conservation and caring for the 
environment is something that Wisconsin 
farmers care passionately about,” said 
WFBF President Joe Bragger. “It was an 
incredible experience to host Administrator 
Wheeler on a Wisconsin dairy farm to 
show how we care for the land, livestock and our other natural resources.”

The Elbe family showcased how water used to cool milk is recycled 
for the cows to drink as a conservation practice. They also walked the 
Administrator through the process of milk traveling from their farm to the 
grocery store shelf in less than 48 hours.

“It was truly an honor to host the EPA Administrator on our farm so we 
could showcase our conversation practices and highlight the involvement 
of each of our family members,” said Washington County Farm Bureau 
member Ryan Elbe who along with his siblings, is the second-generation 
at Golden E Dairy. “We appreciate the Administrator coming straight 
to the source to learn about agriculture and how regulations and policies 
impact our day-to-day lives.”

By working on a neighboring dairy during high school, first-generation 
farmer Chris Elbe grew his herd from 25 to 2,400 milk cows on the farm 
today. 

Administrator Wheeler began his day by visiting Milwaukee where he 
announced the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Trash Free Waters grant 
after a tour of the UW-Milwaukee School of Freshwater Sciences.

Ryan Elbe spoke on behalf of 
Golden E Dairy.

Ag in the Classroom Back to School Kickoff
By Kathy Muth, District 1 Promotion and Education Committee 

Washington 
County Promotion 
and Education chair, 
Barbara Kluever, and 
Ag in the Classroom 
co-chair, Kathy 
Muth, attended the 
Ag in the Classroom 
Workshop Back to 
School Kickoff in Manitowoc at the Farm Wisconsin Discovery Center 
in August. 

Darlene Arneson, Wisconsin Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom 
Coordinator, was the presenter with attendees from eastern counties.

The informational meeting highlighted the multiple challenges Ag 
in the Classroom programs face due to restrictions with COVID-19. 
Several virtual options were highlighted along with idea sharing among 
attendees. Counties are trying a variety of options while trying to meet 
the needs of each individual school district. Many online links and 
activities were given out to share via emails or through social media. 

Also featured was the new Book of the Year, “Full of Beans: Henry 
Ford Grows a Car” written by Peggy Thomas and illustrated by Edwin 
Fotheringham. The book also is the AFB Foundation’s Book of the Year 
and has an educator’s guide developed for it. Accompanying lessons 
aligned to educational standards and Wisconsin educational resources 
are available online for teachers, students and volunteers. 

This topic will enable teachers and students to use the Soybean 
Science Kits to learn about how soybeans grow and connect to science. 
The book was well received by attendees. 

The essay contest was announced and coincides with this years’ 
book, ‘How have Wisconsin soybean farmers fueled Wisconsin’s 
economy?’ Book resources can be used in preparing for an essay. The 
essay contest is open to county fourth- and fifth-grade students. Each 
county chooses one winner and nine district winners will be selected 
with one being chosen as the state winner in May. Each district winner 
will receive a classroom presentation for his or her class. Last year, more 
than 1,500 students participated in the contest.

In addition to the two Washington County attendees, three other 
District 1 members participated in the training: Sue Andersen and Sue 
Marx from Jefferson County, and Catherine Agnew from Waukesha 
County.

Washington County Board of Directors 
Following the Washington County Annual Meeting, the board of 

directors held their re-organizational meeting. The following officers were 
elected:
• Peter Muth, president
• Randy Thull, vice president
• Ken Falk, secretary and treasurer

Additional board of directors included: Tyler Hetebrueg, Mike 
Kannenberg, George Muth, Mark Schaefer, Mike Strupp and Carl Wolf. 
Promotion and Education Committee chair Barbara Schulz Kluever, and 
YFA Committee chair Ben Marks. 

The board meets the fourth Thursday of the month. With COVID-19, 
some meetings have been moved to virtual or conference call meetings.

If you are interested in being involved, please contact President Peter 
Muth at 262.689.2536.

 Washington County board of directors posed for a photo. 

Three Scholarships Awarded
By Ken Falk, Scholarship Committee chair 

Congratulations to the 2020 Farm Bureau scholarship award 
recipients. Each award recipient is entitled to $750 after their fall 
semester and scholarship requirements are met. 

• Alison Hardy is attending UW-Washington County.
• Cameron Growth is attending UW-Whitewater.
• Emily Groth is attending the University of Minnesota-Duluth.

Congratulations to the scholarship award recipients. 
If you are a high school senior or college student looking for 

scholarships, watch your newsletter for next year’s scholarship 
application due in April.
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Annual Meeting Celebrates Success
By Ryan Brueggemann, Waukesha County Farm Bureau secretary

The 101st county annual 
meeting of the Waukesha 
County Farm Bureau was held 
on Sept. 3 at the Delafield 
Brewhaus Restaurant. There 
were 33 attendees. 

Voting members passed 
resolutions, elected directors 
and elected delegates for the 
WFBF Annual Meeting.

 The following directors 
were elected to serve a two-year term: Dave Bartholomew, 
Ryan Brueggemann, Jane Craig, Scott Porter, Rob Schuett, 
Bob Stigler, Ron Williams and Tony Weber. Virginia 
Kuenzi and Derek Nelson were elected to a one-year term 
as YFA Committee co-chairs. Currently, the position of 
Promotion and Education chair is vacant.

The delegates who were elected for the WFBF Annual 
Meeting included: Tom Oberhaus, Jim Renn and Bob 
Stigler. 

A moment of silence for the late Bob Bartholomew 
started Tom Oberhaus’ presidents report. He talked about 
the scholarship program and accomplishments for the year. 

WFBF Director Dave Daniels gave his report followed 
by video report from Kim Pokorny, new WFBF Chief 
Administrative Officer; Joe Bragger, WFBF President; 
Dan Merk, Rural Mutual CEO; Bob Nash, District 1 
YFA Committee member; Jacki Moegenburg, District 1 
Promotion and Education Committee member; and Graig 
Beckstrand, Rural Mutual Insurance agency manager. 

We also were delighted to have two assembly people in 
attendance. We had Representative Barbara Dittrich from 
the 38th district and Representative Cody Horlacher from 
the 33rd district.

Overall, we had a great annual meeting despite COVID-
19. We look forward to a greater attendance at next year’s 
county annual meeting.

County Board of Directors 
After the Waukesha County Farm Bureau annual meeting, 

the board of directors held a re-organizational meeting. The 
officers elected were:
• Tom Oberhaus, president
• Jim Renn, vice president
• Ryan Brueggemann, secretary
• Dave Bartholomew, treasurer

Additional board of directors include: Jane Craig, Mike 
Deneen, Dave Morris, Scott Porter, Ken Rosenow, Alan 
Runyard, Rob Schuett, Bob Stigler, Dave Swan, Tony Weber, 
Lloyd Williams and Ron Williams. The YFA Committee 
co-chairs Virginia Kuenzi and Derek Nelson. At this time, the 
Promotion and Education Committee chair position is vacant 
and the board is looking for a new committee chair. The 
board meets the first Thursday of the month. With COVID-
19, some meetings have been moved to virtual or conference 
call meetings. If you are interested in being involved, please 
contact President Tom Oberhaus at 262.337.1386.

The board of directors posed for a photo.

Scholarship Winners Announced 
By Ken Rosenow, Scholarship Committee chair

The Waukesha County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
committee was pleased to award scholarships to several very 
outstanding students. Those received scholarships included: 
James Dowd, Auretta Wittkopf, Katharine Bugenhagen, 
Mariah Richardson and Megan Dowd. These students will 
receive the awards after we receive their fall semester grades. 
The future of agriculture looks secure with these future 
agriculture leaders, all from Waukesha County. If you see 
these students, make sure to congratulate them on their 
achievement. Look for information on next year’s scholarships 
in upcoming newsletters, on our website or Facebook page.

 Jane Craig gave the  
invocation. 

President Tom Oberhaus led 
the meeting. 

Vice President Jim Renn 
presented the national, 
state and local  
resolutions.

Ron Williams announced
the ballot for board of
directors and delegates.

Treasurer Dave 
Bartholomew presented 
the financials.
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2021 Membership Incentives
By Mike Strupp, Washington County Farm Bureau Membership 
Committee chair

The 2019-2020 membership year ended on 
Sept. 30. We reached our goal of 30 new voting 
members, which entitled our county to receive 
$1,000. For the upcoming membership year, 
beginning Oct. 1, 2020, thru Sept. 30, 2021, 
any Washington County Farm Bureau member 

signing a new voting member will receive $20 
for each new voting member signed. Also, if 
a Farm Bureau member signs five new voting 
members, they will receive a one-night stay 
at the WFBF Annual Meeting along with the 
registration cost. Those who sign 10 or more 
new voting members receive a two-night stay 
at the WFBF Annual Meeting including the 
registration cost. 

The Rural Mutual Insurance agents who 
have office space in our building will also 
receive $20 for every new voting member 
signed for Washington County Farm Bureau. 
The membership dues are $55 per year and 
membership applications can be found on the 
WFBF website (wfbf.com).

Thank you to the volunteers and Rural 
Mutual agents for their continued help.
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