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Embracing Changes Going Forward
Dave Daniels

WFBF District 1 Director

As you read this district newsletter we are well
into the 2021 new year and you are gearing up for
spring planting.
It was a wild ride in 2020 with a President
retiring from Wisconsin Farm Bureau and a lot of
new leadership on the WFBF board of directors. I
think the comment came in as “Five under 45.” The
age of our Wisconsin Farm Bureau board is younger than it’s ever been, fresh
faces and fresh ideas are always good and keeps the organization looking
forward. I do not think any of the fresh ideas included a pandemic hitting all
of us.
The pandemic did move the organization forward though with virtual
meetings using the Microsoft Teams platform, and towards the end of
the year a new way of doing the WFBF Annual Meeting. I think many of
us would have liked the old way, but we were able to have the resolution
and policy meeting all virtually. It was a long day, but we did accomplish
setting policy for your organization and passed policy to take to the AFBF
Annual Convention in January. The AFBF Annual Convention also was held
virtually and three delegates from Wisconsin participated to set national
policy. I know that if we were to do it over, we would change some things.
The good part is that we were successful in conducting virtual meetings,
and we have heard a lot of great feedback from our members.
With the new year we will still be doing many things virtually until more
people accept the vaccine and we have the so called ‘herd immunity’ in
place. Normally, the AFBF Annual Convention will draw 5,000 to 6,000
people and it ended up with more than 8,000 members and non-members
registering for the virtual event. That means as leaders and counties we
can think ‘out of the box’ on projects that can involve members within
your county. From cream puff drive-throughs to pork-chop carry outs and
everything in between, counties looked at creative ideas to spread the word
about agriculture.
At the state level we will look ahead on what the next biennial budget
will mean for our farmer members. With a new administration in the White
House, we will have opportunities to tell our story and the challenges we
face every day on our farms. We have new policy to try and expand the
supply chain from our farmer producers to the consumers. This could be at
your local grocery store or at the farmer markets that the consumer is using
more and more.
2021 is here, it will be something different and you can be a part of it. You
will have an opportunity to participate with your local county Farm Bureau
and other programs virtually for the foreseeable future. Thanks for being a
member of your local county Farm Bureau and Wisconsin Farm Bureau.
Wishing you, your family and farm a safe planting season.
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March 2021 Events Gone Virtual
Ag LEAD Summit
Friday, March 12
The Ag LEAD Summit
will be held virtually on Friday,
March 12. The welcome will begin at
9 a.m. with keynote speaker Paul Wesselmann, ‘The Ripples Guy.’
Some of you may remember him as the keynote speaker at the
Women’s Summit a few years ago. Following the keynote there will
be breakout sessions. The second keynote speaker will be Hannah
Thompson-Weeman, Animal Agriculture Alliance, followed by more
breakout sessions and the closing. The event will conclude at 3:30
p.m. The cost to attend the virtual conference is $25. Registration
closes on March 1. To register, visit wfbf.com/events/ag-lead-summit.

Ag Day at the Capitol
Wednesday, March 24
This annual event will be held virtually. Briefings will be held in the
morning and virtual legislative visits will take place in the afternoon.
Topics will be sent to registered participants prior to the event.
Topics will not be released until the governor’s budget is released.
To schedule a virtual visit with your legislator, please contact
District 1 Coordinator Patti Wilhelme at pwilhelme@wfbf.com or
866.355.7341. For more information and to register, visit wfbf.com.

Plant a Seed, Reap the Rewards
The 2021 membership campaign theme
is Plant a Seed, Reap the Rewards. County
volunteers are encouraged to help Farm
Bureau grow in 2021 by planting the seeds of
membership and helping to nurture those new
members.
Volunteer membership workers who sign up:
• Four or more new members by March 31 will receive a Farm
Bureau 12-pack duffel cooler.
• Five or more new members by Sept. 30 will qualify as members of
the Farm Bureau Proud Club.
For more information, please contact District 1 Coordinator Patti
Wilhelme at 866.355.7341 or pwilhelme@wfbf.com.
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Virtual WFBF Annual Meeting Is a Success
The 101st WFBF Annual Meeting was held
virtually on Dec. 4-5.
The meeting started with President Joe
Bragger’s President’s Address, followed by the
Leopold Conservation Award presentation.
During Joe Bragger’s address he highlighted
activities that counties have done since COVID19 started a year ago. Two District 1 counties
were in the spotlight for their activities:
Ozaukee and Racine.
During the afternoon there were workshops
that participants could watch.
In addition, the Wisconsin Farm Bureau
Business Session was held. Participants heard
from WFBF Chief Administrative Officer
Kim Pokorny. WFBF’s Executive Director
of Operations and Treasurer Jeff Fuller also
reported.
The day concluded by presenting the
Distinguished Service to Farm Bureau Award to
Bob and Carol Bartholomew.
Dick Cates Jr. received the Distinguished
Service to Wisconsin Agriculture.
This year, the YFA Discussion Meet was

completely virtual, and on Friday evening the
Final 4 competed.
The winner of the Discussion Meet was Julie
Sweney from Dodge County. She competed
during the AFBF Discussion Meet and
represented Wisconsin very well, making it to
the Sweet 16 Round.
On Dec. 5, it was a long day for county
delegates. Beginning at 9 a.m. was the District
1 caucus meeting. The Business Meeting began
at 10:30 a.m. and then the WFBF Resolutions
Session started at 11:30.
During the resolutions session, delegates
adopted the policies that are included in the
WFBF 2021 Policy Book.
All of the resolutions that were voted on
were submitted by the delegates as part of the
grassroots policy development process.
The delegates from District 1 included:
Jefferson County: Melissa Gross, Steve Jones,
Eugene Mess, Mary Mess, Randy Mitchell, Will
Morris, Tony Schadt and Roger Zimmerman
Kenosha County: Tim Edquist and Wes
Hawkins

Milwaukee County: Henry Kiesow
Ozaukee County: Neal Maciejewski and Mark
Mayer
Racine County: Brian Baumeister, Judy
Uhlenhake and Jim Waldron
Walworth County: Rick Adams, John
Erbentraut, Mike Etten, Terry Papcke and Mark
Polyock
Washington County: Ken Falk, Mike
Kannenberg, Peter Muth, Randy Thull and Carl
Wolf
Waukesha County: Jane Craig, Jim Renn and
Bob Stigler
WFBF District 1 Director and Vice President
Dave Daniels did a great job running the
resolutions session and keeping the meeting on
track.
The WFBF Board of Directors had their
re-organizational meeting on Dec. 7.
Kevin Krentz from District 5 was elected as
President and Dave Daniels was re-elected as
Vice President. Kevin Krentz also will serve on
the AFBF Board of Directors.

Ag in the Classroom Shares National Ag Day Activities
To celebrate National Ag Day on March 23, the
Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom has an activity for
students in pre-kindergarten to 12th grade.
The theme is, ‘Food brings everyone to the table.’
This activity allows students to share the different
ways that farmers bring food to their tables.
Entries can portray different kinds of foods the
students like; show what farmers, processors and others
do to bring food from the farm to table; share fun facts
about food; or show things they want to share about
food.
There are three grade level groups:
• PreK-third grade
• Fourth-eighth grade
• Ninth-12th grade
For activity page and rules, visit wisagclassroom.org
under the ‘Events and activities’ tab.
Print the activity page and submit your entry to
Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom, P.O. Box 5550,
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Madison, WI 53705.
Entries must be postmarked by March 31.
There is a form that should be included on the back
of the students entry to identify the student.
Artwork must be original, done exclusively by the
student and without any copyrighted characters or clip
art. No computer-generated art.
Through a random drawing, 10 entries from each
grade level group will receive a $10 Culver’s gift card.
All entries will be sent Ag in the Classroom resources.
Good luck to the students participating in the
National Ag Day activity.
National Ag Day is a day to recognize and celebrate
the abundance provided by agriculture.
Every year, producers, agricultural associations,
corporations, universities, government agencies and
countless others across America join together to
recognize the contributions of agriculture.
For more information, visit www.agday.org.
Food brings everyone to the table.

wfbf.com/about/counties

District 1 News
Farm Bureau Proud Club Members Honored
Any volunteer membership worker who
signs five or more new members throughout
the membership year is part of the Farm
Bureau Proud Club.
Typically, their recognition happens at the
WFBF Annual Meeting. Due to COVID19, the staff had to think outside the box
to recognize those who worked so hard and
helped WFBF have its 13th consecutive year of membership growth.
Farm Bureau Proud Club members received ‘Farm Bureau in a
Box.’ The box was a collection of items that are proudly produced
and marketed by Farm Bureau members in each of the nine districts
throughout Wisconsin.
Thank you and congratulations to the following members who signed
at least five new members from Oct. 1, 2019, to Sept. 30, 2020.
• Ross Bishop, Washington County, signed five new voting members
• Tim Finger, Rural Mutual Agent, signed 19 new voting members
• Terry Papcke, Walworth County, signed five new voting members
• Scott Schreffler, Washington County, signed eight new voting members
• Mike Strupp, Washington County, signed six new voting members
• Sue Thelen, Walworth County, signed five new voting members
• Lloyd Williams, Waukesha County, signed five new voting members
Thank you to these membership volunteers for going above and
beyond.
For more information about Farm Bureau Proud Club membership
incentives, please contact District 1 Coordinator Patti Wilhelme at
866.355.7341 or pwilhelme@wfbf.com.

Tim Finger

Sue Thelen
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Lloyd Williams

Terry Papcke

‘Farm Bureau in a Box’ Items
• District 1: Jam from Jelli's Market
http://jellismarket.com
• District 2: Custom Farm Bureau Ornament from Essentially Alison,
www.facebook.com/essentiallyalison
• District 3: Rural Route 1 Popping Corn
www.ruralroute1.com/Microwave-Popping-Corn_c_83.html
• District 4: Waumandee White Wine from Danzinger Vineyards,
www.danzingervineyard.com
• District 5: Custom Farm Bureau Maple Coasters KDR Wood
Working, www.kdrwoodworking.com
• District 6: Cheese Box from Dufeck Wood Products
www.mcssl.com/store/
dufeckwoodproducts
• District 7: Maple Syrup and
Hemp Bath Bomb from Rabitz
Organic Acres
• District 8: Chocolate Covered
Cranberries from Rubi Reds,
LLC, www.rubireds.com
• District 9: Milk Soap from
Rocking Ridge Ranch
From WFBF
• Set of four Farm Bureau Proud
pint mixing glasses
• Heavy-Duty Suede Water
Repellent Leather Gloves

Mike Strupp

Scott Schreffler

Ross Bishop

Scott Schreffler was among the Top 10
membership volunteers in the state and
received an additional plaque and was
recognized at the virtual WFBF Annual
Meeting. What’s Scott’s secret to signing up
new Farm Bureau members?
“Some of my new and past customers
who want to purchase Case IH hay tools
and certain tractors get a rebate if they
are a member,” said Scott, who works as a
salesman at Farmers’ Implement in Allenton.
“If they aren’t a member, I am happy to sign
them up.”
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Entries For Essay Contest Due April 1
Encourage your fourth- and fifth-grade students to participate in
this year’s essay contest.
The essay contest is open to students in public schools, private
schools and homeschool programs. Students involved in 4-H, PALS
and after school programs also are encouraged to participate.
Essays must be handwritten in ink or be computer generated,
single-sided and fit on one sheet of paper. The essay must be between
100- to 300-words in length. Essays will be judged on content
(50 points), grammar and spelling (25 points) and originality and
creativity (25 points). Essay entry deadline is postmarked by April 1.
Essays should be sent to the county contact listed below or on the
website. Each county will have one winner who will move on to the
district contest.
Among the county winners, the District 1 Promotion and
Education chair will select one district winner who will be forwarded
to the state contest. Each district winner will receive a presentation
from Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom in May. The state winner who
is selected also will receive a special presentation and award.
The topic is ‘How have Wisconsin soybean
farmers fueled Wisconsin’s economy?’ The
topic is based on the Book of the Year “Full
of Beans: Henry Ford Grows a Car,” written
by Peggy Thomas and illustrated by Edwin
Fotheringham.
The book is about how Henry Ford grew
up on a farm and searched for ways to use
soybeans in the car plant, in his diet and in
other ways. The essay contest focuses on how soybeans continue to
be used and how they impact Wisconsin’s economy.
Teachers: We have information for you. On the Ag in the Classroom
website we have a teacher’s handbook, lessons and activities, along
with the essay contest information sheet. In addition, many county
Farm Bureau’s provide your school with the Book of the Year. If you
have not received the book and are interested, please contact your
county Farm Bureau or order the book online.
Volunteers: We have information for you, too. Visit the Ag in
the Classroom website for the volunteer handbook and other
information you may need.
For the most up-to-date list of essay contest information, visit
www.wisagclassroom.org. Essay contest information can be found
under the ‘Events and activities’ tab. Addresses for the county
contacts listed below can be found on the website.
County Ag in the Classroom Contacts
Jefferson County
Lindsay Baneck, 920.988.1428, lindsay.knoebel@gmail.com
Kenosha County
Scott Thompson, 262.237.4777, tsf_scott@yahoo.com
Ozaukee County
Lisa Gantner, 414.412.6354, ljklug83@hotmail.com
Racine County
Mindy Crayton, 262.210.6804, fofmin2000@gmail.com
Walworth County
Kathy Papcke, 262.723.2613, walcofb@charterinternet.com
Waukesha County
Ryan Brueggemann, 414.429.5499, ryan.brueggemann@gmail.com
Washington County
Mariann Gundrum, 262.483.5114, lmacres@charter.net

4

YFA Conference Tours Farms in Other States
By Bob Nash, District 1 YFA Committee Representative

I hope that you had a good holiday and got to spend it with your family
during this crazy time.
I want to thank each member in District 1 who attended the virtual YFA
Conference and participated in the contests and breakout sessions.
As a committee we were very happy with the response we had and the
participation from the members. It truly shows how farmers and their
families always adapt and overcome adversity put in their path.
Although we weren’t planning to be virtual in January 2020 when we
started planning for December’s YFA Conference, it showed the strength of
our committee. The YFA Conference brought out our passion for agriculture
and Farm Bureau.
Some of my highlights from the conference were getting to feature some
of my Farm Bureau friends from other states, to give us a country-wide
feel from picking peanuts and cotton in Georgia, harvesting almonds in
California to touring a hog farm in Indiana.
We started planning the 2021 YFA Conference during our committee
meeting at the end of January. With the new year, brings hope that we can be
in-person in Wisconsin Dells in December and it will be back to business as
usual.
Soon, I hope to have news about upcoming events within the district.
Thank you for your continued support. Please continue to stay safe and
hope to see you soon.
If you have questions or event ideas, please contact me at 262.617.7170.

Leadership Boot Camp Held in November
By Carl Wolf, Washington County board of director

The WFBF Promotion and Education Committee held a virtual
Leadership Boot Camp on Nov. 14.
Ideas were discussed including how to get involved in local public office
like school boards and outside community organizations, e.g., FFA alumni,
Lions Club, Rotary Club, county land conservation department and county
board committees.
Other topics discussed were best ways to contact your elected
representatives and to stay in contact with them. With technology advancing
in rural areas, it is easier to communicate with legislators. Each month, I try
to contact one of my representatives to find out what bills they are working
on and to thank them for their service in representing their constituents.
I find building a relationship with my representatives very effective. Staff
members have contacted me to get my perspective on upcoming bills that
they are researching because of our connection.

Know Your Legislator
Do you know your legislator?
If you want help to identify who your
legislator is, visit wfbf.com/policy/take-action,
enter your address and scroll to the bottom to
find your legislator.
While you’re on the website, you also will
find the Grassroots Advocacy Guide. This
was created to help Farm Bureau members in
advocacy efforts and to provide tips on how
to be more effective in communicating about
policy topics.

wfbf.com/about/counties

District 1 News
2021 Policy Book Now Available
The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation’s
policy is established by farmers through a
structured policy development process.
Suggestions and policy ideas come
directly from members who propose and
vote on them at county Farm Bureau
annual meetings. Policy ideas work their
way up to the WFBF Annual Meeting in
December where delegate members vote on
the proposals. This process continues at the
national level as well.
The 2021 Policy Book that was adopted
by the delegates at the 101st WFBF Annual
Meeting can be found online at wfbf.com/policy/policy-development.
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation is a grassroots organization that works
on behalf of farm families and other individuals who support agriculture.
Farm Bureau got its start with local farmers meeting to discuss issues
of concern in order to devise ways, or policies, to resolve issue. Each year
since, county Farm Bureau members have met to discuss pertinent issues as
part of the policy development process. Local involvement culminates with
discussion and votes on proposed policy at county Farm Bureau annual
meetings.
If you want to be part of your county’s policy process, contact your county
Farm Bureau.

‘Playbook,’ A Great Resource For Counties
The ‘Playbook’ provides counties with
ideas and resources for planning county
activities and events.
To create this resource, the Wisconsin
Farm Bureau Promotion and Education
Committee members collected events,
programs and activities that happen
throughout the state on a local level.
Throughout the Playbook, you will
find activities and events for all ages, time frames and budgets in each of the
following categories:
• Ag in the Classroom
• Consumer Outreach
• Education and Ag Promotion
• Fundraising
• Member Development
• Policy and Development Implementation
Additions and Updates
Updates to the ‘Playbook’ will be made quarterly. Updates to current plays
and new plays need to be received at the Wisconsin Farm Bureau office by
the dates listed below.
Updates received after these dates will be held until the next update.
• December 15
• March 15
• June 15
• September 15
For more information, please contact District 1 Coordinator Patti Wilhelme
at 866.355.7341 or pwilhelme@wfbf.com.

Winter Edition
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Jefferson County

wfbf.com/about/counties/jefferson
JeffersonCountyFarmBureau

Board of Director Contacts
If you want to be more involved, contact a member of the Jefferson County Farm Bureau
board of directors. For contact information, visit wfbf.com/about/counties/jefferson.
President: Randy Mitchell
Vice President: Tony Schadt
Secretary and Treasurer: Melissa Gross
Promotion and Education Committee chair:
Sue Marx
Young Farmer and Agriculturist co-chairs:
Lindsay Baneck
Hope Kinderman

Board of Directors
Sue Andersen
Bob Halser
Dawn Jones
Steve Jones
Steve Knoebel
Eugene Mess
John Morris
Scott Schultz
Roger Zimmerman

The board of directors meets the fourth Wednesday of each month. If you are interested in
being involved, please contact President Randy Mitchell at 414.899.4822.

Scholarships Accepted Until April 1
By Sue Marx, Promotion and Education Committee Chair

The Jefferson County Farm Bureau Scholarship program is now open. Scholarship applications
will be accepted until April 1.
Scholarships will be awarded to graduating high school and current college or technical school
students who are continuing their education in 2021-2022. To be eligible, students must be a son
or daughter of a Jefferson County Farm Bureau member. Applications are available at local high
schools or at www.wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/jefferson.

Centennial Celebration Planned
By Sue Marx, Promotion and Education Committee Chair

Jefferson County Farm Bureau is ready to kick off its year-long centennial celebration.
While the official celebration is a few months away, we already have started collecting stories,
photos and news articles from current and former members. We encourage members to share our
extensive Farm Bureau history and invite you to contribute your stories and artifacts related to
Jefferson County Farm Bureau. You can contact a board member with your contribution.

Growing the Dairy Promotion Committee
By Sue Marx, Promotion and Education Committee Chair

We are looking for people who have a genuine interest in dairy promotion in Jefferson County.
The dairy promotion committee has many successful events under current leadership, so we are
excited to find members who can continue to build trust in dairy products and dairy farmers. If
you are interested, please contact me at sue_marx@yahoo.com.

Cream Puffs, Shakes, Sundaes and More
By Mary Mess, Food Stand Committee Chair

Mark your calendars and plan to volunteer in the Jefferson County Farm Bureau stand at the
Jefferson County Fair on July 7-11, where we serve cream puffs, milk, sundaes, cones and shakes.
The shift times will be 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 2 p.m.-6 p.m., 6 p.m.-10 p.m. daily. If you are only
available to work a part shift, we can make that work. Many hands make light work, so gather
your friends and sign up for a shift. The money raised in the stand is used for scholarships.
To sign up for the shift that works best in your schedule, call Mary Mess at 920.248.1967. I
hope to hear from you soon.
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Kenosha County

wfbf.com/about/counties/kenosha
KenoshaCountyFarmBureau

Board of Director Contacts

Up to $500 Available in Scholarships

If you want to be more involved, contact a member of the board of directors.
For contact information, visit wfbf.com/about/counties/kenosha.
President: Kevin Muhlenbeck
Vice President: Tim Edquist
Secretary and Treasurer: Dan Kevek
Promotion and Education Committee chair: Kim Muhlenbeck
Young Farmer and Agriculturist chair: Greg Springer
Board of Directors
Ben Harbach
Wes Hawkins
The board meets the fourth Tuesday of each month. If you are interested in
being involved, please contact President Kevin Muhlenbeck at 262.206.4140.

Grain Rescue Training
By Kevin Muhlenbeck, Kenosha County Farm Bureau President

Grain rescue equipment and the proper training is important to the Kenosha
County Farm Bureau.
Recently, the Farm Bureau matched Racine County Farm Bureau’s $3,000
donation towards training. The training is from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. with registration
at 7:30 a.m. on March 13 at Ehrhart Farms, 225 S. Britton Road, Union Grove.
Stateline Farm Rescue will be conducting the training.
If you are interested in attending the training, please RSVP to Justin Ehrhart at
farmerjustin2000@gmail.com. Space is limited.

Milwaukee County

The Kenosha County Farm
Bureau will award two scholarships
to worthy applicants who enroll in
any field of study.
Applicants, or their parent(s)
or legal guardian(s) must be a
Kenosha County Farm Bureau
member.
The amount of the scholarship is
based on the school attending.
• $200 for technical college.
• $300 for UW-Madison Farm and Industry Short Course.
• $500 for four-year university or college.
Applicants need to provide extracurricular school activities
and participation in youth organizations with offices held; and
a 125 or more word essay about the goals he or she has for life.
Also required are two letters of recommendation with the
first one from a school principal or guidance counselor and
the second from another professional person, for example, a
teacher in your selected area of study or employer.
The applicant must provide a head and shoulder photo with
the application that will not be returned.
Scholarships are paid after notification that the recipient has
completed one-year of post-secondary education.
For an application, visit wfbf.com/about/counties/kenosha.
Applications are due to me by May 7.

wfbf.com/about/counties/milwaukee

Board of Director Contacts
If you want to be more involved, contact a member of the board of
directors. For contact information, visit wfbf.com/about/counties/milwaukee.
President: Scott Ninnemann
Vice President: Henry Kiesow
Secretary and Treasurer: John Napientek
Board of Director: Elroy Honadel
The board meets quarterly. If you are interested in being involved, please
contact President Scott Ninnemann at 414.617.2960.

Did You Know You Can Rent a Garden?
Since 1972, UW Extension has rented gardens in Milwaukee County for
urban residents who do not have a place to garden.
The garden plot rental program provides an opportunity to grow nutritious
food, save grocery money, enjoy some exercise and share family traditions.
To learn more about renting a garden, visit the garden rental website
at milwaukee.extension.wisc.edu/agriculture/garden-rental or contact the
garden rental assistant at 414.615.0538.
The deadline for 2021 returning gardener renewals is April 15.
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By Kim Muhlenbeck, Scholarship Committee Chair

American Honey Queen Hails From
Milwaukee County
The American Beekeeping Federation is proud
to announce that Jennifer Hinkel was selected
as the 2021 American Honey Queen by the
American Beekeeping Federation.
Jennifer is the 23-year-old daughter of
Bill Hinkel of Franklin. She is a graduate of
UW-Milwaukee, where she earned a bachelor’s
degree in marketing with a certificate in
entrepreneurship. Jennifer works for the
Wisconsin State Fair and on her family’s pumpkin and Christmas
tree farm.
Besides beekeeping, her interests include showing and training
horses, cooking and baking with honey, hiking, playing clarinet and
volunteering with 4-H.
Prior to being selected as the American Honey Queen, Jennifer
served as the 2020 Wisconsin Honey Queen. In this role, she
promoted the honey industry in schools, through farmers’ markets
and festivals and media interviews.
Jennifer will spend the next year promoting honey and the
beekeeping industry throughout the U.S. in a variety of venues inperson and through virtual platforms.
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Racine County

wfbf.com/about/counties/racine
RacineCountyFarmBureau

Board of Director Contacts

April 15, Deadline for Scholarships
By Julie Kastenson, Scholarship Committee Chair

If you want to be more involved, contact a member of the board of
directors. For contact information, visit wfbf.com/about/counties/racine.

Applications are being accepted for $1,000 scholarships. Up to four
scholarships will be distributed with preference given to agriculture
related majors.
The parent(s) or individual must be a member of the Racine County
Farm Bureau for at least one year before applying. The scholarships are
available for continuing education beyond high school in a four-year
college, technical school or farm and industry short course. Previous
winners of the Racine County Farm Bureau scholarship are not eligible
to apply.
For an application, visit wfbf.com/about/counties/racine or a high
school guidance office. Submit your application, a recent photograph,
a letter indicating why you want to pursue the course indicated and
two letters of recommendation by April 15.
If you have questions, please contact me at kastenson6@aol.com.
Profits from the Racine County Fair cream puff stand are a major
source of the scholarship funding.

President: John Scott
Vice President: Keith Jacobson
Secretary and Treasurer: Jim Hanson
Promotion and Education Committee chair: Judy Uhlenhake
Young Farmer and Agriculturist chair: Kayla Wilson
Board of Directors
Scott Davel
Jeff Rice
Brian Schaal
Jim Waldron
The board meets the second Tuesday of each month. If you
are interested in being involved, contact President John Scott at
262.994.4324.

Cream Puff Stand Volunteers Wanted
By Jeff Rice, Cream Puff Stand Chair

Volunteers are needed for the Racine County Fair cream puff stand
from Wednesday, July 28, to Sunday, Aug. 1.
The fair is a great time to connect with friends and neighbors and have
a good time supporting the Racine County Farm Bureau.
The stand is our major fundraiser and also promotes agriculture. Money
raised goes for scholarships, library grants, promotion of agricultural

products and other community support.
We are looking into worker and food stand safety,
with the possibility of a drive-up option to sell cream
puffs and will have a cream puff kick-off event in
June. For information, watch the Racine County Farm Bureau Facebook
page.
If you are interested in being more active with the committee, please
contact Jeff Rice at 262.210.4973.

Money Donated for Grain Rescue Training
By John Scott, Racine County Farm Bureau President

The Racine
County Farm
Bureau donated
$3,000 towards
grain rescue training
and equipment
for local fire
departments.
We thought that
the equipment to
save a life if you
are ever trapped
inside a grain bin is
necessary in the county.
The training will be from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. with registration at 7:30 a.m. on
Saturday, March 13 at Ehrhart Farms, 225 S. Britton Road, Union Grove.
Staff from Stateline Farm Rescue will conduct the training.
The training includes lunch.
For more information on getting local fire departments trained to use
grain rescue equipment or to purchase grain rescue equipment, please contact
Mark Baker from Stateline Farm Rescue at statelinefarmrescue.com or
815.541.9251.
If you are interested in attending the training, please RSVP to Justin
Ehrhart at farmerjustin2000@gmail.com. Space is limited.
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Racine County

wfbf.com/about/counties/racine
RacineCountyFarmBureau

Agriculture Ambassador Update
By Chase Pirocanac, 2020-2021 Racine County
Agriculture Ambassador

This is a photo of Chase and her cow
Pumpkin at her family’s seventhgeneration farm. Her family used to
have a dairy farm but now has a hobby
farm where they tend to all sorts of
animals.

In October, Chase toured Swan’s Pumpkin
Farm, Inc.

Hello. I’m having an amazing time
being the 2020-2021 Racine County
Agriculture Ambassador.
I want to share some of the
adventures that I have been on with
you.
As part of my duties, every
month I visit a business or a farm
that is related to agriculture. I post
information that I learn on my
Facebook page – Racine County
Agriculture Ambassador. I encourage
you to check it out. Recently it

In November, Chase toured the Jasperson
Sod Farm.

Washington County
Board of Director Contacts
If you want to be more involved, contact a
member of the board of directors.
President: Peter Muth
Vice President: Randy Thull
Secretary and Treasurer: Ken Falk
Promotion and Education Committee chair:
Barbara Schulz Kluever
Young Farmer and Agriculturist chair:
Ben Marks
Board of Directors
Tyler Hetebrueg
Mike Kannenberg
George Muth
Mark Schaefer
Mike Strupp
Carl Wolf
The board meets the fourth Thursday of the
month.
If you are interested in being involved, please
contact President Peter Muth at 262.689.2536.
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reached 700 likes, which was one of my goals.
Included are some of my photos from the adventures, for example,
in October I visited Swan's Pumpkin Farm and I learned about caramel
apples and pumpkins.
In November, I went to Jasperson's Sod Farm where I learned about sod
production.
I of course I had to go to a Christmas tree farm in December, so I went
to Valley View Tree Farm and learned about trees and their family.
In January I visited a meat processing plat that processes some of the
meat for the Racine County Fair, Harry Hansen's Meat Service. I learned
about the process and large-scale meatpacking.
I included a lot of facts about these places on my Facebook page,
including the history of the places I’ve been to and I’m looking forward to
my future adventures so stay tuned and best wishes.
Chase attends Burlington High School and is a member of the shooting team
and enjoys playing basketball.

In December, Chase toured Valley View
Tree Farm.

In January, Chase toured Harry Hansen
Meat Service.

wfbf.com/about/counties/washington
WashingtonCounty.WI.FarmBureau

Scholarship Applications Due in April
By Ken Falk, Scholarship Committee Chair

Five $750 scholarships will be available to students who will continue in higher or continued
education to those who meet the qualifications listed below.
Recipients also must work a four-hour shift in the food stand during the Washington County
Fair.
For an application, visit wfbf.com/about/counties/washington. Completed application, essay
and two reference letters are due to the scholarship committee by Friday, April 23.
Qualifications
•Scholarships will only be awarded to students of families who have Washington County Farm
Bureau memberships. Applicants 22 years or older must have their own membership.
•The scholarship may be used at any accredited technical school or university for continuing
education in agriculture or an agricultural-related field. Considerations will be given to nonagricultural-field-related applications; however, preference will be given to those that are
agricultural-related.
• The scholarship committee will base its selection on extra-curricular activities, two letters of
recommendation, transcript of high school grades (seniors) or higher or continued education
grade, if applicable.
• Payment of scholarships will be made to the recipients after fall semester grades are received
showing a 2.5 (C+) grade point average or better.
Reminder: The applications are due to the scholarship committee by Friday, April 23.
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Local Membership Incentives Outlined

Mark Your Calendars For The Fair

By Mike Strupp, Membership Chair

By Mike Strupp, Food Stand Co-Chair

The new membership year started on Oct. 1, 2020 and goes through Sept. 30, 2021.
Any Washington County Farm Bureau member who signs a new voting member will
receive $20 for each new voting member signed.
Also, if a Farm Bureau member signs five new voting members, he or she will receive a
one-night stay at the WFBF Annual Meeting along with registration cost.
Those who sign 10 or more new voting members will receive a two-night stay at the
WFBF Annual Meeting along with registration cost.
The Rural Mutual Insurance agents who have office space in our building also will receive
$20 for every new voting member signed for Washington County Farm Bureau.
The membership dues are $55 per year. For more information about membership and
membership benefits, visit wfbf.com.
Thank you to the volunteers and Rural Mutual Insurance agents for their continued help.

2021 is here. It’s not too
early to think about the
upcoming summer and the
Washington County Fair on
Tuesday, July 20, to Sunday,
July 25.
We look forward to seeing
our volunteers again at the
Washington County Farm Bureau food stand.
For information and updates, read the next District
1 newsletter.
We look forward to seeing you in July at the fair.

Waukesha County

wfbf.com/about/counties/waukesha
WaukeshaCountyFarmBureau

Board of Director Contacts
If you want to be more involved, contact a member of the board of directors.
For contact information, visit wfbf.com/about/counties/waukesha.
President: Tom Oberhaus
Vice President: Jim Renn
Secretary: Ryan Brueggemann
Treasurer: Dave Bartholomew
Promotion and Education Committee chair:
Jay Moore
Young Farmer and Agriculturist co-chairs:
Virginia Kuenzi
Derek Nelson

Board of Directors
Bob Stigler
Jane Craig
Dave Swan
Mike Deneen
Tony Weber
Dave Morris
Lloyd Williams
Scott Porter
Ron Williams
Ken Rosenow
Alan Runyard
Rob Schuett

The board meets the first Thursday of each month. If you are interested in being
involved, please contact President Tom Oberhaus at 262.337.1386.

June 30, Deadline for Scholarships

New Members Wanted

By Ken Rosenow, Scholarship Committee Chair

By Lloyd Williams, Membership Committee Co-Chair

The Waukesha County Farm Bureau will again offer
scholarships to outstanding local students pursuing higher
education in 2021.
As we have done during the past several years, the Waukesha
County Farm Bureau will award a number of scholarships for
deserving college and technical school students.
The number of scholarships and the value of each have
varied during the last several years because of the generosity
of Waukesha County Farm Bureau board of directors and the
importance they place on the next generation.
Applicants must fill out an application, write an essay and
provide a recent photo and two letters of recommendation by
June 30. This deadline will not be extended.
For an application, visit wfbf.com/about/counties/waukesha
or contact me at ken@cedarhomefarms.com or 262.227.6298.
Each year this scholarship program is becoming more
popular, so be sure to submit your applications on time.
This year, we look forward to receiving many applications.

The Waukesha County Farm Bureau membership committee is looking for new
voting members who are in some way connected to agriculture.
The county and state Farm Bureau strongly support Ag Use Value Assessment to
keep property taxes on farmland at farm value.
There also are benefits that a Farm Bureau membership offers, such as discounts
when you purchase farm equipment, hotel discounts, industrial supplies and more.
To learn more about Farm Bureau, please contact a member of the Waukesha
County Farm Bureau board or membership committee. The membership benefits
are put in place to help you farm.
Farm Bureau is a grassroots organization. Waukesha County Farm Bureau cares
about your vision on farm issues. For a limited time, new Waukesha County Farm
Bureau members are eligible for a complimentary one-year membership. To sign
up, visit wfbf.com or contact me at 414.520.2436.
For more information about the Waukesha County Farm Bureau, visit
wfbf.com/about/counties/waukesha.
The membership committee includes: Lloyd Williams and Dave Swan,
co-chairs; and committee members: Scott Porter, Al Runyard, Rob Schuett and
Tony Weber.
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Bartholomews Receive ‘Distinguished Service to Farm Bureau’ Award
Waukesha County’s Robert (Bob) and Carol
Bartholomew have received the highest award
that Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation bestows
upon its members.
Carol Bartholomew was presented the
‘Distinguished Service to Farm Bureau’ award
during the organization’s virtual 101st Annual
Meeting on Dec. 4.
“For their commitment to making Farm
Bureau a strong organization in Waukesha
County and in Wisconsin, I am pleased to
present our Distinguished Service to Farm
Bureau Award to Bob and Carol,” said WFBF
President Joe Bragger. “Although Bob passed
away earlier this year, his legacy and the work
that he did continues to thrive and help future
generations of members.”
Bob and Carol were actively involved in

Winter Edition

Farm Bureau for many years. During his time as
Waukesha County Farm Bureau president, Bob
invited guest speakers to several board meetings
and the county annual meeting. The tradition
has continued and UW-Extension and county
sheriff personnel; local, state and national
legislators continue to attend meetings to keep
Farm Bureau members informed.
Bob also helped start the county Ag in
the Classroom program and enjoyed visiting
fourth-grade classrooms to teach students about
agriculture.
Bob and Carol also served as general leaders
for their local 4-H club.
Bob and Carol attended AFBF Annual
Conventions from 1987 to 2014. In addition,
Bob served as a delegate to the WFBF Annual
Meeting for many years. He served on many

state committees and was involved in the
first steps of use-value assessment with state
legislators and other county Farm Bureau
directors.
Carol served as chair of the county women’s
committee for 18 years. She was the chair of the
publicity and newsletter committee from 1987
to 2008.
Carol also was the county historian and did a
majority of the research for Waukesha County
Farm Bureau’s 75th, 80th and 100th anniversaries.
Waukesha County Farm Bureau President
Tom Oberhaus said, “When individuals think
of Farm Bureau they think of Bob and Carol
Bartholomew and the many contributions they
made and continue to make. They embody the
definition of ‘Farm Bureau Proud’ and are most
deserving of this recognition.”
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